
 

 

Dear St James‟ Parishioners: 
 
The summer is nearly behind us and our thoughts move forward 
towards Harvest Festivals, Remembrance, Advent and Christmas. 
But not so fast!! 
The enormous amount of work planning and preparing for the mo-
ment that the Conservation Project might start has arrived. As 
many of you will know, we had our last service in the Church at 
6:00pm on Sunday 2nd August, and on the following Monday we 
started preparing to hold our services in the Church Hall and, at the 
same time, starting to clear the Church in preparation for handing it 
over to the contractors on Monday 17th August 2009. 
We are really so grateful to all those who supported the conserva-
tion fund in order that we could undertake this urgent work to our 
ancient Grade-1 listed Church. If it wasn‟t for all the support that 
we have received over past years, we wouldn‟t be in a position to 
commence the work today. We are now able to report that we are 
almost exactly on the button for the estimated costs and are keep-
ing our fingers crossed that unknown items don‟t come to light dur-
ing the implementation phases. 
The contractors are going to start with the repair to the roof while 
the better weather is with us and then commence with the internal 
works including; renewing lower level plaster and re-decoration, 
rewiring and new lighting, new electrical power circuit and heating, 
new flooring and cabinet work, new AV system, etc and towards 
the end of the project, the new oak pews, all of which is estimated 
to be completed soon after Christmas at the end January 2010. 
Some final details will be resolved over the next few weeks; for ex-
ample, where the Oxford Diocesan Advisory Committee wish to be 
involved with the discussions concerned with the replacement 
Chancel carpet and in particular the decisions with the details of 
the final colour choice of the carpet!! 
We have needed to apply for permission to reroute the public foot-
path to loop along the lower Churchyard path through the main 
Churchyard gate rather than rise up past the tower, where the path 
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will be hindered by contractor‟s fencing. 
Also while the contractors are onsite we have asked them to undertake some mainte-
nance to the upper areas of the tower identified as needing attention by our Quinquennial 
architect. 
So we are going to be busy, busy busy over the next few months. But at St James‟ it will 
be „business-as-usual‟. 
PLEASE NOTE: ALL SERVICES HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO THE CHURCH 
CENTRE. 
Midweek Wednesday Services will be held at normal times and Sundays Services will be 
held at; 8.00am, 9.30am, 11.00am and a 6.00pm each week. 
Thank you all so very much for all your generosity and patience over past weeks and we 
look forward to challenging times over the months ahead. 
For more details about services and times, please browse the St James‟ Web site or fol-
low the link below 
http://www.stjames.finchampstead.co.uk/services.php  

(Church Warden’s letter continued from page 1) 

 

S 
unday Club is an opportunity for children to learn more about the Christian faith 
and what it means to be a follower of Jesus.  Each week we focus on a story or 
theme from the Bible using material appropriate to each age group. Stories, craft, 

games, drama and discussion encourage children to find out more about the Christian faith 
and its relevance to them. This autumn we will be hearing about Joseph and his adven-
tures in Egypt. 
We meet in St James‟ Church Centre on Sunday mornings from 10.45 – 12.10 (2nd, 4th 
and 5th Sundays of the month during term-time). During the Conservation work in Church 
there will be just three groups for different ages: „Pebbles‟ will be open to children aged 
two and a half to school year „Reception‟, „Rocks‟ for children in school years 1, 2 and 3, 
and „Boulders‟ for those in school years 4, 5 and 6.  We regret that due to lack of space 
we are not able to offer our crèche („Gems‟) at present but hope to resume when the 
Church re-opens in the New Year.  
Dates for this term: Sept 13th, 27th, Oct 11th, 25th, Nov 8th, 22nd, 29th & Dec 13th.  
Janet Clements on 0118-9328679    (Sunday Club Coordinator)   

http://www.stjames.finchampstead.co.uk/services.php
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We had a good number of people to our Mary Sum-
ner lunch in August.  We enjoyed an excellent buf-
fet lunch whilst raising £210 for our Mothers‟ Union 
charities, funds which will be used both in the UK 

and overseas.  It was lovely to entertain our visitors too. 
Looking forward to September we have our branch meeting on Sept. 10th with Sue Mar-
shall-Halls speaking on “Aromatherapy and the Bible”.  On Wednesday Sept 16th we are 
planning a Branch Outing with an afternoon tea at Henry Street (we hope the flies will 
have departed!).  There will be a Diocesan Archdeaconry day on Sept 29th at St Peter‟s 
Earley - with speaker, Lazlo Gynes, telling us about “ A Father‟s Love for His son” - a per-
sonal experience 
At our October Meeting Elizabeth Collins, a member of our congregation, will give us a talk 
about her work abroad in the “Danish Bird‟s Nest”.  In November we look forward to Rev. 
Carol Edwards speaking to us on our theme “The Cost of Relationship”. 
Diary Dates 
Thurs. Sept. 10th 1.45 for 2pm.  Branch Meeting; speaker Sue Marshall-Halls ~ 

Church Centre. 
Tues. Sept 15th 10am  Committee Meeting ~ Church Centre. 
Wed. Sept 16th 10am  Corporate Communion. 
Wed. Sept 16th 2.30pm  Branch Outing to Henry Street Garden Centre; tea 

at 3.30pm 
Tues. Sept 29th 10 for 10.30am  Archdeaconry Day at St Peter‟s, Earley.  (Take a 

sandwich lunch - drinks provided) 
Thurs. October 8th 1.45 for 2pm Branch Meeting - speaker Elizabeth Collins in 

Church Centre. 
Thurs. November 12th 1.45 for 2pm Branch Meeting –speaker Rev Carol Edwards in 

Church Centre.  
Tues. December 1st 10.00 - 4pm Diocesan Winter Meeting at Benson - speaker The 

Bishop of Oxford. 
Everyone is most welcome at our meetings held on the 2nd Thursday of each month in the 
Church Centre at 1.45 for 2pm.     Sarah Owen Branch Leader.  

ADDITIONAL SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE 
 
While the church is closed, Sunday mornings in the Centre, particularly at 11am, will be very 
busy, with both less seating and less parking than usual.  For this reason, we hope the extra 
6pm Evening Parish Communion will prove an attractive alternative to many so that every-
one can be comfortably accommodated.  We certainly don‟t want to turn anyone away. 
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SOCIAL AND FUND RAISING COMMITTEE NEWS: 
The morning of Saturday 4th July started with dark skies 
and by 10.30 we found ourselves sheltering from a few sud-
den downpours, but by lunchtime the sun was out and 
thankfully stayed that way during the afternoon.  This warm 
sunshine helped to bring out the crowds and everyone en-
joyed a typical “village fete” - with a slight American theme, 
well it was American Independence Day after all. 
There were lots of activities, demonstrations, entertainment, 
refreshments, stalls and games for the entire family to en-
joy, which started with a fancy dress competition for the 
children.   Here we saw some splendid outfits which made 
the judging very difficult indeed.  Excellent brass band mu-
sic was provided by St. Sebastian‟s band and later some 
brave folks were persuaded to join the line dancing girls‟ 
demonstration. 
There are so many people to thank, we could not have 
managed on the day without the help and encouragement 
from everyone involved, for this truly was a “team effort” in-

volving folks from within St. James‟ Church and the wider village community and beyond.  
Because of their generosity and support we were delighted to have raised £5,700 to-
wards our conservation fund.  
We are tremendously fortunate in Finchampstead to have such a perfect venue as the 
Memorial Park, which is in the heart of the village, to hold our bi-annual fete and we look 
forward to seeing you all again in 2011. 
Choir Concert  
Andrew and our choir excelled themselves once again when they entertained us with 
some musical delights at the choir concert in June. The evening started with music in 
Church and was followed by a finger buffet in the Manor House.  The junior choir were 
especially on top form and the guest appearance of Frank Sinatra was excellent!! – well 
done everyone and many thanks for helping to raise just over £500 for 
the conservation fund.     
Once again this year for our annual Church BBQ we saw Pete bravely 
cooking burgers and sausages for around 130 people, whilst sheltering 
under the yew tree from the rain.  Vast numbers of sausages, burgers 
and yummy puddings were consumed by everyone who managed to 
squeeze into the hall.   Thank you to everybody who helped and for the 
generous donations of salads and puddings.  Our barbecue is not a 
fund raising event, but a time when our “greater Church family” can 
spend time together, nevertheless we are pleased to say that a profit of 

(Continued on next page) 
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around £200 has gone into Church funds.   
Sunday 26th July we celebrated St. James‟ Day by offering trips up the tower to experi-
ence the wonderful views. This was extremely popular and we had a steady stream of 
people queuing throughout the afternoon.   The adventurous folks who climbed to the top 
of the tower were then able to rest their legs and enjoy cream teas being served in the 

Manor House which kept the girls in the kitchen busy during the 
afternoon.   
Thank you to everyone who helped and supported and we are 
pleased to have added around £400 to general Church funds.   
We are always pleased to hear from anyone who is willing to join 
the coffee rota for after Sunday morning services. Please speak 
to Sarah Owen if you are able to help or would just like to know 
what is involved.   
Dates for your diaries: 
Harvest supper Saturday 10th October 

More details to follower nearer the date. 
Sue, Mary, Chris, Sue, Sarah, Nicky, Chris, Olive 

 
 

  
 

 Within the Parish, and outside, to help members of the community in all aspects of 
life 

 Primarily visiting the sick, the lonely, and the bereaved 
 Will visit at your home or in hospital, or can arrange to meet at St James‟ Church 

Centre 
 Will assist in getting people to hospital appointments 
 Team members have time to listen, or to comfort  
 There for you, when you need to offload 
 

 A member of the Clergy or the Lay Eucharistic Minister from St James’ is able to 
 bring Holy Communion to those unable to get to our Church. 
 Are you, or do you know someone who is troubled, or anxious? 
 Do you feel a talk to someone would help? 
 Please call the Church Office on 0118 973 0133 to arrange a visit. 
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FLEDGELINGS 
 

Fledgelings Baby and Toddler Group 
Every term-time Tuesday from 1.45 till 4pm 
St James’ Church Centre,  
Finchampstead. 
Well our summer events got off to a wet start 
with the routine July monsoons forcing us to 
hold our annual sports day indoors.  Never-
the-less all the children competed in the 
races and enjoyed their ice creams, and the 
parents/carers enjoyed their cream teas and 
we just pretended we were outside in the sunshine. 
The weather redeemed itself for our Teddy Bears‟ Picnic where we were treated to a gloriously 
sunny day!  Turn-out was equally impressive and the green was full of children and accompa-
nying teddy bears.  We had slides, lots of ride-on toys and the bouncy castle was the usual hit.  
This year we also had a ball pit which was studiously emptied by the children immediately so 
the balls were scattered all over the green and they enjoyed just sitting in the „pit‟. 
The Mothers‟ Union did us proud and served teas and coffees plus free ice creams to any tak-
ers; in return we had a raffle and raised £50 for them to donate to their charity „Away From It 
All‟ which helps disadvantaged families to have a short break with their children.  Paul Arscott 
judged our teddy bear mask competition (being of course pre-eminently qualified in all things 
teddy bear).  Both the Revs. made guest appearances – only partially making up for the police 
and fire brigade not being able to come, I‟m afraid a vicar‟s uniform simply isn‟t shiny enough 
and the lack of interesting head gear is also a disadvantage to them. 
My thanks go out to the Fledgelings committee for organising the events and to all the volun-
teers who helped supervise the bouncy castle and with clearing up after the Teddy Bears‟ Pic-
nic, plus those who consistently help every week with stories and craft and help to clear away 
all the Fledgelings toys at the end of the day.   
At Fledgelings we pride ourselves on going that little bit further than just toys and offer a wel-
coming and nurturing environment for both children and parents/carers.  We rely entirely on 
volunteers and are extremely lucky to have so many helpers.  If you‟re new to the area, have 
just had a baby and are looking for a friendly support network, or indeed have been to Fledge-
lings before but for one reason or another haven‟t managed to come recently, then please do 
pop in and see us.  Just turn up and make yourself known to someone wearing a badge (if we 
don‟t spot you first!) and we‟ll make sure you feel welcome; friends you make at Fledgelings 
often become friends for life.  For further information please call Karen Remmington on 0118 
9734070, or email karen@remmington.net.  Alternatively, why not try looking at our brand new 
website, fledgelings.org.uk to keep up-to-date on forthcoming events, dates for your diary 
and background to Fledgelings - for example we donate all profits to charity and recently do-
nated £500 to Christian Aid. 

mailto:karen@remmington.net
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[BCP=Book of Common Prayer  CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language  CC=Church Centre 

CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133] 

September 
During the Conservation Work, all 
meetings and services are in the 
Church Centre unless stated otherwise.  
1st    10am Tuesday Working Party  
2nd   10am Midweek Communion  
3rd   8pm Evening Housegroup at  

216b Nine Mile Ride  
6th     13th  Sunday after Trinity  

8am Holy Communion BCP 
9.30am Family Service 
11am Church Family Communion – Com-
missioning those „Moving On‟ in their educa-
tion. 

 6pm Evensong  
7pm Youth Group resumes 

7th    9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  

with Jesus‟ Bible Study 
6pm Handbell Group  

 8pm Standing Committee  
8th  10am Tuesday Working Party 

1.45pm Fledgelings resumes 
9th  10am Midweek Communion   
10th 9.45am Morning Housegroup at 216B Nine 

Mile Ride 
   2pm Mothers‟ Union Meeting with speaker  
11th   10am Flower Arrangers‟ Meeting 
12th  CROW (cycle, run or walk) round local 

churches with sponsorship shared between 
Berkshire Historic Churches Trust and 
church of choice – see notice for more infor-
mation  

13th   14th  Sunday after Trinity  
  8am Holy Communion [CW]      
      9.30am Matins 

 10.45am Sunday Club resumes   
  11am Parish Communion 
   

 
 
 
   
6pm  Evening Parish Communion 
  7pmYouth Group  
14th   9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
 with Jesus‟ Bible Study  
  6pm Handbell Group 
15th   10am Tuesday Working Party 
  10am MU Committee 
  1.45pm Fledgelings  
16th   10am Midweek Communion 
  Afternoon MU Outing 
17th   8pm Evening Housegroup at  
 216b Nine Mile Ride     
19th 8.45am  Ladies‟ Breakfast  
20th    15th  Sunday after Trinity  
  8am Holy Communion BCP 
  9.30am Family Service 
  11am Parish Communion 
  6pm Evening Parish Communion  
  7pm Youth Group  
21st   9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
  with Jesus‟ Bible Study  
  6pm Handbell Group  
  7.45 for 8pm PCC Meeting  
22nd   10am Tuesday Working Party  
  1.45pm Fledgelings  
23rd   10am Midweek Communion 
24th    9.45am Morning Housegroup  
  at 216B Nine Mile Ride  
25th  10am - noon Macmillan Coffee 

Morning  
26th   10am – 3.30pm Vocations  
  Fellowship Quiet Day* 
 

 



 

 

P a g e  8   S t .  J a m e s ’  F i n c h a m p s t e a d   

 
27th   16th Sunday after Trinity 
  8am Holy Communion CW 
  9.30am Matins 
  10.45am Sunday Club 
  11am Parish Communion 
  6pm Evening Parish Communion 
  7pm Youth Group 
28th  9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
 with Jesus‟ Bible Study  
  6pm Handbell Group  
29th  10am Tuesday Working Party   
  1.45pm Fledgelings  
30th  10am Midweek Communion 
  
October 
         
1st   8pm Evening Housegroup at 
  216B Nine Mile Ride 
4th   Harvest 
  8am Holy Communion BCP 
  9.30am Family service  
  11am Church Family Communion  
  6pm Evensong 
  7pm Youth Group 
5th   9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
  with Jesus‟ Bible Study  
  6pm Handbell Group  
6th   10am Tuesday Working Party  
  1.45pm Fledgelings  

7.45pm Christianity Explored course  
7th  10am Midweek Communion 
  7pm Youth Service 
8th  9.45am Morning Housegroup 
  at 216B Nine Mile Ride 
  2pm Mothers' Union Meeting  

 with speaker   

 
10th  7.30 for 7.45pm Church Harvest  
  Supper* with all proceeds 

  to St Matthew‟s Kimberley  
11th  18th Sunday after Trinity 
  8am Holy Communion CW 
  9.30am Matins 
  10.45am Sunday Club  
      11am Parish Communion 
  6pm Evening Parish Communion  
  7pm Youth Group  
12th  9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
  with Jesus‟ Bible Study  
  6pm Handbell Group  
  8pm Standing Committee  
13th  10am Tuesday Working Party  
  1.45pm Fledgelings   
  7.45pm Christianity Explored  
  course  
14th  10am Midweek Communion 
15th  8pm Evening Housegroup at 
  216B Nine Mile Ride  
18th   19th Sunday after Trinity 
  8am Holy Communion BCP 
  9.30am Family Service 
  11am Parish Communion 
  6pm Evening Parish  
  Communion  
  7pm Youth Group 
19th   9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
  with Jesus‟ Bible Study  
  6pm Handbell Group  
20th   10am Tuesday Working Party  
  1.45pm Fledgelings  

7.45pm Christianity Explored course  
21st    10am Midweek Communion  
  

 

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer  CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language  CC=Church Centre 

CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133] 
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22nd   9.45am Morning Housegroup at 
  216B Nine Mile Ride 
25th  Bible Sunday (Clocks go  
  back!) 
  8am Holy Communion [CW] 
  9.30am Matins 
   10.45am Sunday Club  
  11am Parish Communion 
  6pm Evening Parish  
  Communion  
  Sorry, no Youth Group  
26th  9.30am Morning Prayer 
  6pm Handbell Group  
27th  10am Tuesday Working Party  
  Sorry, No Fledgelings  
28th  10am Midweek Communion 
31st  „Light Party‟ (Time tbc) 
 
November 
 
1st   All Saints‟ & All Souls‟ Day  

8am Holy Communion BCP 
9.30am Family service 
11am Church Family  
Communion for All Saints 
6pm Choral service for 
All Souls (remembering loved  
ones who have died) followed by cof-
fee and cake 
Sorry, No Youth Group  

2nd   9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
 with Jesus‟ Bible Study  

6pm Handbell Group  
 
 
 

 
3rd   10am Tuesday Working Party  
 1.45pm Fledgelings  
  7.45pm Christianity Explored  
  course  
4th   10am Midweek Communion 
  7pm Youth Service 
5th  8pm Evening Housegroup at 216B Nine 

Mile Ride 
7th  8.45am Ladies‟ Breakfast  
8th  Remembrance Sunday 
  8am Holy Communion CW 
  9.30am Remembrance  
  Communion  
       10.45am Sunday Club   
  10.50am  Remembrance Sunday  
  service including 2 minutes  
  silence at 11am 
  3pm Service at War Memorial 
  6pm Evening Parish Communion 
  7pm Youth Group  
9th  9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
 with Jesus‟ Bible Study  
  6pm Handbell Group  
  7.45 for 8pm PCC  
10th  10am Tuesday Working Party  
  1.45pm Fledgelings  
  7.45pm Christianity Explored  
  course  
11th  10am Midweek Communion 
12th  9.45am Morning Housegroup at 
  216B Nine Mile Ride 
  2pm Mothers‟ Union meeting  
  with speaker 
 
 
 
 

 

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer  CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language  CC=Church Centre 
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15th  2nd Sunday before Advent 
  8am Holy Communion BCP 
  9.30am Family Service 
  11am Parish Communion 
  6pm Evening Parish  
  Communion  
  7pm Youth Group  
16th   9.30am Morning Prayer 

10.30am „Monday Morning with Jesus‟ 
Bible Study  

  6pm Handbell Group  
17th  10am Tuesday Working Party    
  1.45pm Fledgelings  
  7.45pm Christianity Explored  
  Course  
18th  10am Midweek Communion 
19th   8pm Evening Housegroup 
  at 216B Nine Mile Ride 
22nd   Christ the King / 3rd Anniversary of 
Twinning with St Matthew‟s Kimberley 
  8am Holy Communion CW 
      9.30am Matins 
  10.45am Sunday Club     
  11am Parish Communion 
  6pm Evening Parish  
  Communion  
  7pm Youth Group  
23rd   9.30am Morning Prayer 
 10.30am „Monday Morning  
 with Jesus‟ Bible Study  
  6pm Handbell Group  
24th  10am Tuesday Working Party  
  1.45pm Fledgelings  
  7.45pm Christianity Explored  
  Course  
25th   10am  Midweek Communion 

26th  9.45am Morning Housegroup at 
  216B Nine Mile Ride 

27th   10.30am Sue Ryder Coffee  
Morning 

29th  Advent Sunday 
  8am Holy Communion BCP 
      10.45am Sunday Club  
   11am Parish Communion  
  6pm Advent Service of 
  Darkness to Light followed by  
  Refreshments 
  7pm Youth Group  
30th  9.30am Morning Prayer 
  10.30am „Monday Morning with  
  Jesus‟ Bible Study 
  6pm Handbell Group 

 
Some Forthcoming Dates  

 
 

6th   Dec Gift Sunday 
10th Dec Mothers‟ Union Carol  

Service & Tea 
20th Dec Family Carol Service 

Service of Nine Lessons  
 and Carols 

24th Dec Christingle service*4pm 
Midnight Mass 11.15pm 

25th Dec  Christmas Day services  
at 8am, 9.30am & 11am 
 

(Nine Lessons, Christingle, Midnight ser-
vice and main Christmas day service will 
be held at Wellington College — times to be 
confirmed) 

 

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer  CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language  CC=Church Centre 

CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133] 
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CHURCH CONSERVATION PROJECT: 
We have reached our first goal and the „Project Starteth‟. 
With huge thanks to the Reverend Richard and all the past & present members of the Conser-
vation Teams both in planning and Fund raising, we were able to hold our last Service on Sun-
day 2nd August, clear the Church over the following days and hand it over to the Contractors on 
Monday 17th August 2009. 
Few people will have seen the Church empty as in the picture below and we will be taking 
many pictures of the work at its various stages over the weeks ahead to create a record of the 

conservation process. Please also keep in touch 
with the progress report on the “Conservation Bulle-
tin Board” in the Church Hall where weekly reports 
will be posted. 
The overall cost of the contractual work and all the 
extra costs of fitting out almost match the amazing 
level of funding achieved to date and with the help 
of the ongoing pledges and donations, we expect to 
meet the full costs of £550,000 by the end of 2009. 
As with the conservation of any structure built in the 
early 1100‟s there will be unknowns during the 
course of the maintenance and repairs, and also 

when revealing ancient timbers during the roof works which we hope will NOT give rise to too 
many surprises!!! 
With huge thanks to all those involved in the conservation project; Maurice who pioneered the 
earlier plans, the current planning team and all the innovative Fund raising team. Where would 
we be without the „time-and-talents‟ of these dedicated folks? 
But so importantly, many thanks to all the support from everybody who contributed to the fund, 
without whom we could not have even started the project. 
So watch this space!! Now you will be seeing the fruits of everybody‟s efforts. The Fund rais-
ers, the Fund donors and the Fund spenders alike!!!   Ed Sampson  

ST JAMES‟ FINCHAMPSTEAD BELLRINGERS 
The weather was lovely for the final wedding this year and we are looking forward to when the 
church reopens and the new wedding season begins. The bells will be silent for services also 
for the next months , so it‟s fortunate that nowadays we all use watches and clocks and no 
longer rely on bells to tell us when the service is due to begin. 
We enjoyed a lovely day on the Isle of Wight for our outing. There are some lovely picturesque 
villages and churches and it appeared to be the days for church and school fetes. We rang at 
towers at Arreton, Godshill, Chale and Niton and had a very nice lunch at The Taverners Pub 
in Godshill. We finished up at Chris and Geoff Markham‟s house in Ventnor for a scrumptious 
tea. The crossings were calm and the weather fine apart from a sea mist at Chale.  All the 4 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Everything you always wanted to know about the Christian faith but were afraid to 

ask… 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Each session includes a video introduction, a short talk and plenty of time for discussion. 
There is a helpful manual and lots of extra material. By the end of the course we will have 
read the whole of Mark‟s Gospel. 
For more details please contact Janet Clements on 0118 932 8679 
(ianandjanetclements@star.co.uk). Or simply come along on 6 October. 
 
 

towers had 6 bells and were of 
similar weights to our bells, but 
some were rung from a 1st floor 
ringing chamber as we have at 
St James‟ and some from the 
ground floor. 
Obviously we are not holding 
practices on a Wednesday 
night during the church renova-
tions, but we will continue ring-
ing by visiting other towers in 
the area. 
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 
0118 973 3747 

(Bellringers from page 11) 
 

7 sessions on Tuesday evenings - 8 till 9.45 

at St James‟ Church Centre (coffee at 7.45) 

6, 13 & 20 October 

3, 10, 17 & 24 November 

Feedback from 2008: “A wonderful course, thank you” … 
“Atmosphere was excellent and people were encouraged to speak 
freely” … “It was lively and mentally stimulating” 

Judith, Hugh and Chris at Chale 
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HOUSEGROUPS‟ AUTUMN PROGRAMME  
 

Congratulations to the members of the Morn-
ing Group, who have now finished the twelve 
lecture course on Apologetics, which we 
started last autumn. The Evening Group has 
just four more lectures to go. All these lectures 
were recorded at Oxford University and were 
of a very high standard. From our experience, 
we learned to tackle these in short extracts, 
followed by detailed discussions, which has 
greatly facilitated our understanding. I think it 
is now fair to say, that we are all better 
equipped to follow the Apostle Peter‟s bidding: 
“Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with gen-
tleness and respect, keeping a clear con-
science,” (1 Peter 3:15) Despite Richard 
Dawkins‟ claims to the contrary, this course 
makes it quite clear that the Christian Faith is 
supported by sound reason. 
We now look forward to returning to a series 
of Bible Readings. Our aim is to undertake 
five topical studies from the Book of Proverbs, 
under the very able guidance of Rev. Vaughan 
Roberts, who is the Rector of St Ebbe‟s 
Church, Oxford. Many of you will remember 
his excellent talks on 1 Corinthians, entitled 
True Spirituality, which we studied in Lent 
2007. He tells me that he is at present writing 
a book based on his talks about Spirituality, 
and I am sure this will provide us with good 
reading. Vaughan is very brave to undertake a 
study of the Book of Proverbs, for preachers 
generally avoid it, because it is too difficult, 
but I can assure you that he handles the top-
ics sensitively and with great skill. As far as I 
can remember, the Book of Ecclesiastes is the 
only other example of Old Testament wisdom  
 

 

literature, our groups have studied previ-
ously, so we will be exploring new territory. 
Please feel welcome to join us; our full pro-
gramme is given below. 
The Morning Group meets on the 2nd & 
4th Thursday from 9.45 to 11.45a.m.          
10 Sep Wisdom‟s Foundation: “The 
Fear of the Lord” Proverbs 1:1-3:12 
24 Sep Wisdom‟s Fruit: “More Profit-
able than Silver” Proverbs 3:13-4:27 
08 Oct Wisdom‟s Enemies: “What 
Kind of a Fool are You” Proverbs 5-7 
22 Oct Wisdom‟s Appeal: “Whoever 
Finds Me Finds Life” Proverbs 8&9 
12 Nov Wisdom in Action Thematic 
Study 
26 Nov „Life in the Real World‟ by  
Baroness Caroline Cox 
The Evening Group meets on the 1st & 
3rd Thursday from 8 to 10 p.m. 
03 Sep „Faith, Reason and Integra-
tion‟ by John Lennox 
17 Sep „God, Evil and Suffering‟ by 
Ravi Zacharias 
01 Oct „Seeing and Exploring Cultural 
Connections‟ by Stuart McAllister 
15 Oct „Reasoning from The Scrip-
tures‟ by Michael Ramsden 
05 Nov Wisdom‟s Foundation: “The 
Fear of the Lord” Proverbs 1:1-3:12 
19 Nov Wisdom‟s Fruit: “More Profit-
able than Silver” Proverbs 3:13-4:27 
Our housegroups are ecumenical, self-
administered groups. Most of the meetings 
are held in our home at 216B Nine Mile 
Ride.  For more information telephone us 
(Tel: 0118 973 2592), or the Church Office 
(Tel: 0118 973 0133). Audrey and Francis 
Moore 
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ST JAMES‟ FINCHAMPSTEAD HANDBELL TEAM 
Minibuses and cars arrived at the Church Centre in great number on the af-
ternoon of 23 July for the 2nd Handbells Party for residents of five local care 
homes. Sue Edwards kindly provided piano accompaniment for the sing-
along to Broadway songs; and feet were soon tapping to the sound of the 
handbells. Fortunately for our visitors, the closing piece “Singin‟ in the rain” 
did not herald a downpour such as the one which occurred when we played that music for 
Burghfield WI!! 
Three members of the team attended a week‟s residential workshop at Kingston University, 

working under the direction of 2 UK and 2 US 
conductors.  A fantastic week – so much 
helpful information to pass on down the line. 
Requests from local organisations have al-
ready been received to ring carols during the 
festive season but, as ever, the residents of 
care homes remain our top priority.   Five vis-
its to homes are currently planned for end of 
November/December.   
Several team members will once more be 
participating in the SE Region Handbell Fes-
tival Service at Guildford Cathedral on the 

evening of Saturday 21 November.  PLEASE SUP-
PORT US BY COMING ALONG – we promise you some enthralling music. 
If you are: 

interested in learning to ring; 
looking to revitalise rusty ringing skills; 
seeking to gain further practice with a second team; or 
wishing to arrange a visit by St James‟ team to a local sheltered housing complex,  
residential or nursing home 
please contact Team Leader Meg Hostler on 0118 973 1569  

or e-mail meg@hostler.fsworld.co.uk  

Having fun - Church Centre 23 July 

CHURCHYARD TRUST 
 
Watch out for details of the Autumn fundraising tea at the 
Memorial Hall Sports Club (date yet to be confirmed).  This 
is always a very happy occasion with a splendid tea and ex-
cellent raffle.  I look forward to seeing you there.   
Richard G Owen. 
 
 

mailto:meg@hostler.fsworld.co.uk
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MISSION 
I would like to start with a big thank you to Gill Myall for heading up our team for the last few 
years. She has now moved on to other things within our church community, - thanks Gill for 
all your hard work. I would also like to thank Chris Driver for the enormous effort that she 
puts in each year for Christian Aid, - particularly organising helpers from our parish to assist 
our neighbours in St Mary & St John‟s parish with the door to door envelope collection. We 
also welcome on board two new members to the team - Sarah Booth & Becky Head. 
We plan to meet in September to discuss our plans for the coming months including   Har-
vest time distribution of gifts, our Harvest supper when we plan to be raising funds for the 
pre-school in Kimberley, South Africa, which we have committed to support, and our Annual 
giving to out side Charities.                                                              Julia Arscott 

Are you interested in Church flowers? Have you a garden full of foliage with some to 
spare? Do you fancy "having a go" and learning how to produce 
a Church arrangement or have you previously arranged flowers 
in the Church and wish to help out on the floral rota? 
If yes to any of the above, then please come along for a coffee 
and a chat on Friday 11th September from 10-11 in the Church 
Centre.  For more information please contact: 
Denise Adams 07910637509 deeseadams@hotmail.com 
 
Sponsored Flower Arrangements 
If you would like to make a donation to the flower fund, or spon-
sor an arrangement in celebration or in memory, of an event or 
loved one, please contact the Church Office, or Denise Adams. 
All monies should be handed directly to the Church Office, la-
belled “Flower Fund”. 

CTC “Hope” Team Outreach Project ~ Summer Activities 
Six volunteers from St James have spent Friday afternoons, during the school holidays, 
helping with summer activities on the Morgan Rec. in Crowthorne.  Activities included; 
samba drumming, tug of war, football, rounders, pony rides, and craft activities.  Refresh-
ments were provided along with Strawberries and pizzas ~ a happy time was had by all 
with good weather too! 
At the time of writing the numbers of young people attending was increasing: By the 2nd 
week there were 60; while over 100 appeared on the third.  We are expecting more.  All 
who have helped have really enjoyed it.  This CTC initiative has been run in conjunction 
with Thames Valley Police, with significant back-up from Crowthorne Baptists. 
Sarah Owen. 

mailto:deeseadams@hotmail.com


 

 

 
PRIEST-IN-CHARGE:   REV. RICHARD WARDEN,  THE RECTORY, THE VILLAGE,  
      FINCHAMPSTEAD    0118 973 2102 
ASSOCIATE PRIEST:   REV. JOHN EDWARDS,    GREEN HEDGES,25 ST JOHN‟S ST.  
          CROWTHORNE 01344 774586 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER: DR KEITH ATTON  
CHURCH WARDENS:  NICKY ALDER,     65 READING ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD 
          0118 9734904 
    ED SAMPSON,      PORTELET, KILN RIDE EXT. 
          FINCHAMPSTEAD 0118 9732069 
ALL ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS, ETC SHOULD BE MADE TO: 
THE CHURCH OFFICE,   THE MANOR HOUSE, CHURCH LANE, FINCHAMPSTEAD. RG40 4LU. 

     Email; office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 
OFFICE HOURS;    OPEN FROM  10.00AM  TO 12.00 MONDAY TO FRIDAY.   
TEL / FAX NO:     0118 973 0133 
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CONTRAST 
 
 
 We have enjoyed a very nice summer term, with lots of 
different activities and an outing to the Bowling Alley in 
Wokingham. 
We finished off the term with a family BBQ up at the 
Church Centre, very well attended and enjoyable. 
Youth Group start back again after the summer break on 
Sunday 6th September. 
We welcome all old and new young people who attend secondary school. We meet on a 
Sunday evening during term time at 7pm – 8.30pm, play games, munch tuck and have a 
discussion around a topic.  
Plans for next term are also to set up a Christmas Pantomime, which we will perform in 
the Village Hall on Saturday 5th December. 
If you would like more information, call Cathy on 01189730707 or e mail Cath-
erine.clayton@btinternet.com  

mailto:Catherine.clayton@btinternet.com
mailto:Catherine.clayton@btinternet.com

