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Lots of hi$lights
atchurch festival

VILLAGERS who took the
rare opportunity to scale the
dizzy heights of an historic
church's betl tower on Sunday
were rewarded with breath-
taking views of six counties.

The tower at St James's
Church in Finchampstead
was open to the public as part
of its patronal festival cel-
ebrations, which included a
flowerdisplay.

Visitors were able to climb
the narrow, spiral staircase at
the Grade One listed church,
which dates back to the 12th
century, and see the six bells
- flve of which were cast in
L792- up close.

Visitors could then con-
tinue up to the roof, 85ft above
ground, and take in panoramic
views of Berkshire, Hampshire,
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Buckinghamshire, Middlesex,
Surrey and Wiltshire in glori-
ous sunshine.

Rosemary Morgan, 69, who
has lived in the village for 10
years but never climbed the
tower before, said: "It's so
very lowely, you don't get many
views that compete with this.
It is well worth the effort."

David Broomfleld, 69, from
Sandhurst, added: "It is mar-
vellous to have the opportu-
nity to see something of such
antiquity and interest. The
public rarelygetto see church
bells, but we are all used to
hearingthem."

Keeping a watchful eye on
those brave enough to make
it all the way up, was Richard

Peat, from Arborfleld, who is
responsible for raising the St
George flag above the church
on special occasions.

He said: "I never get bored
of the spectacular views, it's
very special up here. It is fan-
tastic to see it throughout
the year, with all the changes
that take place. It's particu-
larly great during the winter,
when there are less leaves on
the trees, and also at night,
when you can see the lights of
Bracknell and Reading.It is a
privilege."

The flower festival
featured more than 20
Queen and country-themed
arrangements around the
building, while over at the hall
there were stalls, childrens
games and homemade cakes.

At the
summit:
Those who
climbed the
steep stairs,
above right,
of St James's
Church bell

tower in

Finchampstead
were rewarded
with fantastic
views. lt was
Rosemary

Morgan's first
trip on the roof,

above.
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