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Faster, Higher, Stronger 
I am writing this letter full of that ‘morning after’ or anti-climax           
feeling – for this is the day after Andy Murray lost in the               
Wimbledon final to Roger Federer. If what I read in this morning’s             
newspaper is correct(?!)  I am impressed with Murray’s resilience 
and drive when he declares that rather than allowing himself to 
wallow in self-pity about his defeat, he’s going to focus instead 
upon the Olympics in the hope of winning a medal at the London 
Games. Andy says that he’s moving on to his next challenge; his 
defeat helping to make him aim ‘faster, higher, stronger’, as the 
Olympic motto succinctly expresses it. 

The good news however is that whilst in the Olympic games there   
are only three medals awarded, in the Christian race it is crossing   
the finishing line that counts the most.  

Having a vision for one’s life, and never losing it, is really important. 
And what’s true for individual Christians is also true of Christian            
communities. At Finchampstead and California we are trying hard     
to begin to put our vision for our parish into practice and to focus      
on six key areas that we have identified as our priorities – our                
ministry to young people; growing living faith; community support;          
improving communications; uniting our two congregations; and          
working alongside Finchampstead Baptist Centre.                                                  
We have achieved a lot in the past year, since our                                      
two parishes were reunited; and God-willing in the                                   
next year we will move on further, running the race                                
that is set before us, and always looking to Jesus                                                
the author and finisher of our faith.                                                                                                   

Julie Ramsbottom 

Whilst Murray ponders his next challenge, schools up and down our land this month will be         
singing Sidney Carter’s ‘One more step along the world I go’, as they say good-bye to their   
leavers, and help them to prepare either to move on to the next stage of their education or to life 
in the big, wide world outside the classroom. It is indeed that time of the year again, when lots of 
us are on the move, and holidays bridge the gap between the old and the new.  

Moving on, and not clinging to the past, is something that St Paul encouraged all Christians to 
aspire to. He pictured this life as a race, and talks in his letters about ‘going for the goal’, the 
prize at the end of the race, ’straining forward for what lies ahead’, and in the process ‘laying 
aside every weight’. As he said in his second letter to Timothy (4:7,8) 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there 
is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give 
to me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  

For St Paul, all those who call themselves Christians should constantly look ahead, eager for the 
next challenge and, whilst learning from the past, never be constrained by it. 
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STOP PRESS  Tuesday 31 July,     
12 noon till 3-ish, Fledgelings’ 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic at St James 
Bring a picnic and teddies.         
Children’s entertainer (See p.3) 



Sunday Club & Junior Pathfinders 

- St Mary and St John’s  
Every week, except the first Sunday in the month 
when there is an all-age Alive@11 Service or 
when there are Family Communion Services.   
They meet in Gorse Ride Junior School at 
9.45am in one of the classrooms, while St Mary 
& St John’s Church worships in the main hall. 
The sessions, which include opportunities for  
discussion and craft activities, end by joining the 
congregation for Communion.  
Junior Pathfinders also have the opportunity to 
grow in their Christian faith by helping in Church 
Services, serving refreshments and holding fund-
raising activities, as well as enjoying 
an occasional social activity. 

    News 
    For children aged   

3-11yrs.  With DVD bible hero stories, games, 
activity, craft and café. 
A member of the Ministry Team joins us for a 
short worship session each week as this helps 
children make a link to the Church Services. 
Sessions for the Autumn term are; 
9, 23, 30 September, 14 October, 
11 and 25 November, and 9 December. 
You can drop your children at the Church  
Centre at 10.45am.  
Children are taken into Church towards the 
end of the Service at Communion time.  

Children & Youth 
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Editorial team:  
Carolyn Fox, Sally Hamblin & Chris Ilsley 
 

Please email items for the  
December / January Newsletter  
(distribution to whole parish from 25 Nov) 
to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk  
Last date for copy: 3 November   

ARE YOU A PARENT OF A CHILD  
BETWEEN 0 AND 5?     
Would you like to chat about the joys and 
challenges of being a parent? 
What do you enjoy about being a mum or 
dad?   How do we set suitable boundaries for our           
babies, toddlers and young children? 
How can we communicate well with our children? 

Where St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre, 
Billing  Avenue, Finchampstead 
When Tuesdays for 7 weeks, 9.45–
11.45am from 25 September (breaking for 
half term) 

Starts 9.45am with coffee/tea & biscuits  
Course cost Suggested £10 voluntary donation to 
cover resources.  
To book or for more information, contact Kate: e-mail 
katemeads@tiscali.co.uk, tel: 0118 973 2362. 

New Autumn Parenting Group: 
We’d like to invite you to share your ideas, have fun, 

improve your confidence, build good relationships 
with your children and meet other local parents! 

 

If you have not found what you are looking for or need more                 
information about times, venues, etc 

please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133 

HARVEST Wordsearch. CAN YOU FIND: 

 

 

SEED DONATIONS THANKSGIVING 
FRUIT GODSBOUNTY PRAYERS 
NEEDY PLOUGH VEGETABLES 
TARES SCATTER CORNDOLLIES 
SHARING PRODUCE WINNOWING 
FIELDS LOAVES  

T N Y C R E T T A C S I 

A H P O F R U I T G E W 

S M A R J S E R A T L I 

G D O N A T I O N S B N 

N B N D K Y D X E E A N 

I P E O E S E J Z V T O 

R L E L D C G R C A E W 

A O D L R E U I S O G I 

H U Y I B W E D V L E N 

S G B E H X G S O I V G 

D H O S D L E I F R N U 

Y T N U O B S D O G P G 

mailto:katemeads@tiscali.co.uk


Fledgelings’ Toddler and Baby Group has been 

very busy recently, with a delightful bounty of  babies!  From 
the tiniest red-faced bundles, up to the fully-ripened four-year 
olds about to move on to bigger things and full-time school, 
the range is broad.  We celebrated the end of term on               
17 July with a party— with bunting, an amazing selection of 
cakes, games, & even tablecloths! But we are not finished 
there though, oh no!   

The annual Teddy Bears’ Picnic is to be held on 31 July this 
year, 12 noon until 3-ish.  Everyone is invited to bring a 
teddy, dressed up and ready to compete in the Teddy Bear Disco Dancing competition – a first 
for Fledgelings, but who knows where it will end?!  Uncle Charley will be entertaining us all, so 
bring your children, a picnic (and blanket), and your bears. The price is £2 per family and          
includes an ice cream/lolly for each of the children. We will then break up for the holidays to  
resume normal service on Tuesday 4 September.  Do come and join us on 31 July, or in the 
new term (every term-time Tuesday, 1.45 till 4pm). You will be assured of a warm welcome, a 
cup of tea and a slice of freshly-made cake, as well as a host of new friends to be made,               
old friends to catch up with and a team of mothers there to listen, empathise, or even just hold 
your little one while you drink your tea.                                                            Samantha Khan                                                                                     

Children & Youth 
 

Page 3 

     Contrast       Summer/Autumn 2012      St James’ Youth Group   

Contrast Youth Group meets, normally from 7pm until 8.30pm, in the Church Centre                                             
at St James’, Finchampstead.  The first session of the new term is on Sunday                                
9 September.  On Saturday 29 September, we are holding an Activity Day in Oxford.  

*** New *** ‘Chat and Snack Zone’ — Billing Avenue, Finchampstead between 4.30 and 6pm 
every Thursday from 13 September until November. There will be no session during half term.  

There will be a Gala Evening in December at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead.  Check pew 
sheets and weekly notices for details nearer the time. 
The Youth Group is open to all who attend secondary school who enjoy having fun, socialising, 
games, talking about the big issues, and tuck. Our group has a Christian ethos.  
We are running a young leaders’ programme at moment.  
Contact Cathy Clayton on 07936 885948 or e-mail catherine.clayton@btinternet.com  

Supporting Mothers to 
breastfeed their babies 

 
 Breastfeeding Centre: St James’ Church Centre 

Tuesdays:  12.30pm – 2pm.  Come along for support 
and information, or just tea and a chat 

 

Supporterline 0300 100 0210  
available 9.30am – 9.30pm 365 days a year 
Website: www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk 

 

 

Registered BfN Volunteers  
Andrea & Katie 

End of term  
party games      
17 July 

http://uk.mc877.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=catherine.clayton@btinternet.com


  

On Sunday 3 June St James’ Church celebrated the Diamond Jubilee with our          
own “street party”. We squeezed 122 people into the Church Centre for our BIG 
Lunch; it was raining of course.  We combined with Finch Parish Council on 4 June 

for a barn dance in Finch Memorial Hall and, about 9.30pm, gathered at the Church for the lighting  
of the Jubilee Beacon.  Finchampstead came out in force with upwards of 450 people enjoying a 
glass of bubbly and some rousing singing. At 10.20pm the beacon was lit and the bells rang out;  
the atmosphere was terrific – made us all proud to be British.  

Our church family BBQ was held on 8 July – and it was still raining!  But our spirits were not          
dampened, and burgers, sausages etc were consumed in great numbers. With many thanks to  
Pete Myall who braved the weather and cooked outside. 

St James’ Patronal Festival was celebrated on the weekend 
of 20-22 July and thankfully we were blessed with lovely 

sunny weather. The wonderful flower displays in church were 
breathtaking; the theme - ‘Queen and Country’—was hugely              
enjoyed and complimented by the many visitors throughout the 
weekend.  Saturday evening’s concert was a sell-out, with enter-
tainment by The Madding Crowd, a group of minstrel singers who 

perform church and secular music of the 
English village bands and choirs in the period 1660 to 1861.    
On Sunday 22nd, as is the custom for the Patronal Festival, the bell tower 
was open to the public with a long line of folks queueing all afternoon to 
climb the tower for the great views. The ladies in the kitchen were rushed 
off their feet throughout the afternoon serving cream teas, and loads of  
bargains were had on the books, toys, plants and bric-a-brac stalls. The           
fabulous weather meant a sell-out on the ice-cream stall. Then to complete 

our magnificent weekend of celebrations, Andrew 
Bosley entertained us with some delightful organ music.    
We are also thrilled to report that at the end of the 
weekend just over £2,000 was added to our               
Conservation Fund. A huge thank you to everyone;              
your continued support is so much appreciated.  
Forthcoming events:   22 September - Apollo5            
Concert with light refreshments. Tickets £12 to include 
a light finger buffet will be available nearer the date.  
This professional a cappella group performs a wide range of music including sacred classical,               
nostalgic folk, atmospheric spirituals, jazz, pop & much more. A date definitely to put in your diaries.  
6 October - Harvest Supper. More details nearer the date. 
November -  (date to be confirmed) St. James’ Choir Concert  

Social & Fund-raising 
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Everyone is most welcome to all our social gatherings. Tickets and information for all events can 
be obtained from the Church Office or call Sue 0118 973 2069. 
Sue (Social and Fundraising Team) 
Chris, Chris, Gill, Mary, Mo, Nicky, Olive, Sarah, Sue 



St James' Flower Team  are taking a well-earned rest following             
another successful Flower Festival.  The ‘Queen and Country’ theme 
inspired arrangements from Coronation and Commonwealth to            
Beacon flames and The Famous Five! The Festival  included           
exhibits from Finchampstead and Wokingham Flower Clubs, the  
Finchampstead Guiding District and our sister church St Mary &          
St John.  It was a great opportunity for local groups who shared a 
common interest to come together and we are extremely grateful for 
the support of our churches’ congregations who provided foliage,  
refreshments and stewards.                                                                               

 

St Mary & St John's Flower-Arranging Team would 
love to welcome new members. If you feel you might 
like to help with the flowers, we would be very happy to 
help you. Please don't think that you can't do it - YOU 
CAN! It's another way of praising God and one which 
gives enormous pleasure, both to the arranger and 
hopefully to the whole congregation. 
 

We always endeavour to make the church look wonder-
ful for Church Festivals, but it would be great if we had 
other ‘specials’ as well. Please do give it some thought, 
and let one of the team know if this is something you would like. 
 

We occasionally receive donations from members of the congregation, but would love to hear from 
others who would like an arrangement done in memory of a loved one or to celebrate a special          
occasion.  We will always try to accommodate you on colours and type of flowers.                                  
Sheila Quinney, Marjorie Stalker, Ashlyn Webster, Paula Vicary—also June Warr & Veronica Spooner  

 

Flower Arranging 
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If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc 
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133 

 

Looking forward, our next group 
venture will be Harvest and then 
Christmas, and hopefully a            
seasonal workshop. 
New members are always          
welcome so, whether you are an 
experienced flower arranger or 
are inspired by the flowers you 
see in church and fancy having a 
go, please contact Denise           
Adams tel:07910 637509 / email:    
deeseadams@hotmail.com. 



First and Third Thursday evenings of each month, starting at 8pm 
When the Housegroup meets again in September, we will conclude our study of 2 Timothy, which 
has given us a wonderful insight into the function of mentoring in the church; the Apostle Paul’s  
mentoring of his prodigy Timothy is a textbook example of how this should be done. 
 

We frequently use recordings made at the Keswick Convention as ‘source material’ to guide our 
studies. The Convention was started in 1875 by Rev Thomas Harford-Battersby, Rector of Keswick 
and has continued annually ever since; it now runs for three weeks each year, attracting world             
famous speakers and audiences of about 4,000. This year the Convention meets from 14 July to 3 

August; the theme is Going the Distance – Living in the light of the future. We will probably spend 
our autumn meetings studying some of the bible studies on this topic, focussing on John 14-17, 
Ephesians, and 1 Thessalonians. These are sure to be enlightening, so do come along and join us. 
 

Normally we don’t meet in August, but we will be enjoying an informal lunch together at a date to      
be agreed. 
 

 6 September    The Passing of the Baton 2 Timothy 4 
 20 September, 4 and 18 October, 1 and 15 November -  Topic(s) to be agreed. 
  

You are very welcome to attend any or all of our meetings. We are an informal, ecumenical and           
self-administered housegroup.  For information about the venue please telephone Audrey and          
Francis Moore (0118 973 2592)  

Weekly term-time Tuesday evenings, beginning 7.45pm 
Our Bible study group meets at Rectory Farm, Fleet Hill. Everybody is welcome from 
whatever background with whatever questions or thoughts they might bring.  We exist                                 
to serve our whole community—helping individuals to investigate the Christian faith, to explore the 
Bible for themselves and to live out their faith.  
 

The meeting starts at 7.45pm with coffee, cake and chat, followed at 8pm by our study. Tuesday 
evenings can provide a real oasis in our busy lives– please do feel free to come and try us out, or 
get in touch for a chat if you are not sure. Neil Bidston 

Weekly term-time Bible Study, day-time 
An opportunity for mums and dads to join in a study group, with no child-sitting worries. There are 
toys a-plenty for the children to play with, and we’ll take turns to supervise them so the study is        
not too disturbed. Please do feel free to come along and give it a go, even if you’ve not been              
before.  We meet on Mondays between 2 and 3pm in St James’ Church Centre.  This is a              
continuation of  the original ‘Monday Morning with Jesus’ Group.  For more information, please 
phone the Church Office.  Group co-ordinator: Emmie Bidston 

Fourth Wednesday of each month—Prayertime  

 An opportunity to get together in prayer once a month. The variety of prayers includes     
thanksgivings, personal requests, the needs of the church, our community and the wider        
world.  Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 8pm.         Paula Vicary                                                                     

 
 
 

 

If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc 
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133 

Housegroups, Bible Study & Prayertime 
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St James’ Tower Bell Ringers   A busy 
few months of celebration have passed. We 
rang before and after the lighting of the beacon 
for the Jubilee in the evening, and for the start 
of the Olympics early in the morning. The 
weather has not been good for some of the 
summer weddings, but we are hoping it will be 
better for those in September.                              
It seems a long time ago now, but St James’ 
Church was the venue for Sonning Deanery’s  
6-Bell Striking Competition back in April. Five 
teams took part; Finchampstead were placed 
3rd. Afterwards a high tea was enjoyed by all. 
 

We practise on Wednesdays from 8–9pm and 
would love to welcome more ringers – both 
novice and experienced. Do come along and 
join us. Please call me in advance if you would 
like someone to meet you outside. We ring on                   
Sundays from 10.30am for the 11am service.   
Patricia Amos 
Tower contact, tel: 0118 973 3747 
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Eleanor’s special day     1st July was a           

memorable day for young Eleanor  Woolston 

when she was formally admitted to St James’ 

choir, receiving her surplice from Emily Jenkins, 

head chorister of the junior choir.  A round of          

enthusiastic applause from the congregation  

welcomed this latest addition to the choir, which 

under the direction of Andrew Bosley, has been 

privileged to sing in several Cathedrals, Bath & 

Douai Abbeys and St George’s Chapel, Windsor. 

The Alive@11 Music Group welcomed a new 
member last month, so we now have a trio 
playing piano, clarinet and bassoon. If anyone 
else is interested in joining (rehearsals are 
usually held prior to the Alive@11 Service), 
particularly any guitarists, drummers and         
singers, please contact Sharon White, email: 
slwhite4@btinternet.com or tel: 0118 973 6129 

Interested in joining a choir? 
St Mary & St John’s choir practises at the Parish 
Centre, Billing Avenue at 8pm on Tuesdays and 
would welcome new singers, especially men, 
either tenor or bass.  

Practice for St James’ choir is on Thursday 
evenings: Juniors from 6.30pm, and Seniors 
from 8pm - in the Church & Church Centre.  

In appreciation   We’d like to extend our sincere thanks to Derrick Sequeira, who had been             
Editor of St James’ newsletter for many years.  Derrick has now taken on a new role in the 
Green Team where his dedication and warm-heartedness, which ensured the timely production 
of an interesting and informative newsletter, will without a doubt be equally appreciated. His          
legacy to the Editorial three for the united parish newsletter is proving invaluable.   
Thank you Derrick!                                                                 

Further copies of this Newletter are            
available at church.  Please take one for 

those unable to collect their own. 



Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?”               
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8 
I remember sitting in the back of my church as a ‘teenager with attitude’ and getting a real           
sensation that God was calling me to full-time ministry. It wasn’t a sudden blinding bolt of light-
ning St Paul style, nor was it a voice on the Sea of Galilee telling me to give up my job, put down 
my nets and follow him. But it was a desire to follow in the footsteps of my vicar and other           
spiritual elders. That was the start of my spiritual journey and 
looking back, I am in awe at the Master’s hand in every stage of 
the journey. 
I mention the origins of my calling, as I have a sense that            
others in our parish are in a similar position too. As Christians 
we are all called to serve and proclaim the Gospel in every          
aspect of our lives – at school, at work, and amongst our friends 
and family. How we do that is a combination of our natures, 
those who foster a culture of discipleship in our spiritual lives 
and the leading of God’s Spirit. But what is certain is that in the 
UK, we are privileged to be part of the Anglican Communion, 
which remains a balanced and deeply spiritual Christian            
community. A community that serves our Lord as passionately 
as the early Church did some two thousand years ago but with 
the added wisdom of being part of the Establishment and many 
years of treasured tradition.  
And if you have ever pondered becoming more involved as a lay 
reader or ordained servant in our wonderful community of believers, my advice is to take the 

next step today. And I can say this in confidence because the 
Church of England will not push you away nor will it present 
you with such dramatic ultimatums that you have to give up a 
marriage, friends, family and all that you hold dear to serve 
the Lord. Instead it is a carefully managed path that has (in 
my view) four key stages: 
1. Search your heart, be honest with God and act if you have              
    any sense of calling. 
2. Contact the Oxford Diocese Vocations advisor (for many  
    years it was our own Rev Carol at St Mary & St John). 
3. Go on a few of the Diocesan “Vocation calling” days.   
    These are often held at St James’ Church Centre. 
4.  And, if you find yourself and your vocations advisor   
     agreeing that it is time to put your name forward for a   

      BAP (Bishop’s Advisory Panel), take a deep breath and 
smile as you may just end up as the next curate in our parish or one like it!                                              
                                                                                                                  Continued—top left p.9 

Is God calling you ?   Brynn Bayman 
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Brynn, pictured with his wife, Caroline 

Above: Reading Minster where 
Brynn was ‘priested’ on 24 June 



Bible Reading Notes 
(issued every 4 months) are 
available on subscription at  
our churches. ‘New Daylight’ 
offers a short daily Bible pas-
sage (text included), thought-
provoking comment, and a 
prayer or reflection, giving a 

fresh devotional         
approach to reading 
the Bible. Contact: 
Sally Hamblin (SJ), 
Alan Coleman-Smith 
(SMSJ) 

Remembering Margaret …  
Margaret Briggs, who had been a much-loved parishioner for over           
50 years, died on Remembrance Sunday last year.  Her quiet              
generosity extended to everyone, not least of all the school-                

children, with gifts of Easter 
eggs, remembering birth-
days and so on. The chil-
dren of Gorse Ride Junior 
School demonstrated their 
affection for Margaret, who 
gave so unstintingly in so 
many ways, by making a 
wall-hanging which was   
recently presented to          
St Mary & St John’s Church  

 

 

If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc 
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133 

“Teach Us to Pray” Luke 11:1 

is a new course, inviting people   

to come together to explore 

prayer, to nurture and deepen 

their own personal prayer lives 

and to draw closer to God.  

We will be using the prayer that 

Jesus taught his first disciples as 

our guide. 
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So is God calling you to take 

another step on your spiritual 

journey? As your recently            

ordained curate, I am more 

than willing to answer any 

questions you may have,           

explain some of the intricacies 

of ‘Church Wisdom’ and can 

share the highs and lows of 

my journey. Simply drop me 

an email at 

bab@wellingtoncollege.org.uk 

Rev Brynn Bayman 

 

We begin with four evenings in November,  
from 8-9.30pm (7th, 14th, 21st & 28th) 

at St Mary and St John’s Parish Centre,    
followed by a Prayer Labyrinth for Advent on 5 December,  

8-9.30pm at St James’ Church Centre. 
 

Refreshments will be served from 7.45pm. 
 

The series continues in the New Year,  
with five evenings during Lent,  

followed by ‘Prayer Stations’ in Holy Week.  
 

   For more information contact Janet Clements,  
tel: 0118 932 8679. 

Living Faith  Learn more: 

visit www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
living-faith-for-the-future/ 

 

mailto:bab@wellingtoncollege.org.uk


Opportunities 
to Get Together  
continued p.11 

Opportunities to Get Together  
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Ladies Breakfasts We meet 

half termly on a Saturday (8.45-
10.15am) for fellowship, prayer, 
contemplation, chat and conti-
nental breakfast. A very sociable 
bunch, we welcome newcomers 
of all ages. Contact the Church 
Office for dates and venues.  

Men’s Group The aim of the Group is to enable men from within and outside our church congrega-

tions to meet together both spiritually and socially.  In addition, we seek to play our part in the broader 

life of the Church and the community in Finchampstead.           Harry Row, telephone 0118 973 0556 

Tea & Chat afternoons are held from 2pm–3.30pm on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays of the month as a social occasion for anyone living locally to 
pop in, sit down and relax over a cup of tea, some cake and friendly 

chat.  Everyone all ages welcome. No charge; you won’t even have to wash-up!  Meetings held 
in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.   
Every other month, the Finchampstead Older People’s Forum (FINE) meets at Tea & Chat.  
On 28 August the speaker is from Optalis (a Wokingham Borough Council owned company 
providing care and support for older people and adults with a disability) about the ‘Blue Badge’ 
scheme. On 23 October – card making (further details to follow nearer the date) 

 

Thurs 
20 
Sep 

Evening, John 
Nike Centre 

Join us for a Snooker evening at 
8.30pm 

Contact Harry Row for 
transport from Parish 
Centre 8pm 

Sat 13  
Oct 
  

Breakfast, Blue 
Coats School, 
Sonning Lane, 
Reading 

Speaker: Harvey Thomas, International 
PR consultant (Thatcher cabinet, Billy 
Graham organisation, etc) ‘Forgiving 
the Brighton Bomber’ 

Leave Finchampstead  
7.45am; starts 8.15 for 
8.30am. Apply to Harry 
Row by 4 Oct. £7.50 each 

Fri 23 
Nov 

Which wine is it 
anyway?  
Parish Centre 

Wine tasting and light hearted quiz!  
(open to all) 

£10 each 

 

If you have not found what you are looking for or            
need more information about times, venues, etc 

please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133 

St Mary & St John’s Patronal Festival Sun 9 September 

Our Family Communion Service starts at 11am, preceded by 
coffee/tea served at 10:45am. Bucks Fizz will be served after 
the service. 

A barbecue on GRJS field starts at 12noon (in the school hall 
if wet).  Barbecue tickets are priced at £3.50 for adults and £2 
for children. Barbecue meat will be provided by David Ford 
and an apple pie dessert will also be provided in the ticket 
price. Please bring your own plates, cutlery and drinks. 

There will be lists to sign at SMSJ church from the                    
beginning of August if you wish to attend and if  

you’re able to provide a salad.  

5-a-side Football held 
every Wednesday eve-

ning including school holidays, 
8 till 9pm at Yateley Community 
Centre, School Lane, Yateley 
GU46 6NW. All abilities wel-
come. £5 per session (pay-as-
you-go).Organiser: Kevin Li          



Finchampstead and California Branch Mothers’ Union — Future Dates 

 An international Christian charity that seeks to support families worldwide.                
Local meetings for women and men are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month 
at 2pm in St James’ Church Centre, usually with a speaker and afternoon tea. 

Thurs 9 Aug 12 for 
12.30pm 

Mary Sumner Birthday Fundraising Lunch with raffle. Entrance £2.50 
each (Proceeds to Away From It All—Deanery Project 2012).  Please 
sign the lunch list to provide something; raffle prizes also welcome. 

Wed 15 Aug 10am Corporate Communion 

Thurs 13 Sept 2pm Branch Meeting—The Indoor Prayer Circle  Speaker: Ann Bailey 

Wed 19 Sept 10am Corporate Communion 

Mon 24 Sept 11am Committee Meeting 

Mon 8 Oct 11am Committee Planning Meeting for 2013 programme 

Thurs 11 Oct 2pm Branch Meeting—The Mityana Project  Speaker: Rev Hugh Wakeling 

Wed 17 Oct 10am Corporate Communion 

Thurs 8 Nov 2pm Branch Meeting—The Great Wall of  
China   Speaker: Julia Arscott 

Wed 14 Nov  10am Corporate Communion 

Evening meeting, 7 for 7.30pm, 16 or 23 October, to be advised.  
Talk on the Christian Police Association.  

 

Our meetings and services 
are held in St James’ Church 
Centre unless otherwise 
stated.  Everyone is most  
welcome to join us.    
Sarah Owen, Branch Leader 

St James’ Churchyard—Gardening 
Club meets on 1st & 3rd Thursday             
mornings each month from 10am to 12midday.   
We have on average three or four folk each            
session and are getting on with a huge variety 
of jobs and activities - from   
tidying up grave spaces and 
memorial stones, planting a 
mix of flowers, trimming 
shrubs and trees, clearing 
walls and fences of ivy and 
weeds to cleaning/maintaining 
waste bins each week. It’s a 
BIG ‘garden’!       Anyone who has 
an interest in helping to keep 
the Churchyard ‘spic & span’ 
would be most welcome to join 
in, come along and help out.  
Do just arrive or contact me 
first if you prefer. Ed Sampson      
Telephone: 0118 973 2069 or  
e-mail: ed@sampsononline.co.uk  

Re-pointing the Manor House car park walls 
At long last we’ve embarked on re-pointing the 
medieval Grade II listed walls surrounding the 

Manor House Car Park. 
They are in a very poor 
state and badly need  
attention. David Evans, 
a local builder, has 
given us some hands-
on training and we have 

all the necessary tools and lime-mortar to do 
the work. It will be a long job, but the re-
pointing is very therapeutic and gives a great 
deal of satisfaction when you stand back and 
‘admire’ your work. The plan is to do an hour or 
so whenever we can, and the overall project 
will probably take the next year or so!   
If anyone has any interest or just wants to have 
a go, do come and try your hand. You never 
know, you may have a hidden talent just wait-
ing to be exercised. Please give me a call if 
you feel you can help.  Ed Sampson 
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Nominated by a work colleague of many years, Denise Gray 
(pictured right), a well-known figure at St James’, was one of a     
select group chosen to carry the Olympic Flame in Reading on           
11 July - in recognition of her work for needy children in Thailand 
and India.  Denise has organised many fund-raising events, (some 
at St James’ in aid of The Mercy Centre, Bangkok) and was            
recently to fly to Mumbai to again help at an orphanage.  In the 
days immediately following her torch-bearing, Denise visited local 
schools to let them see an Olympic torch for themselves, and to 
answer their questions. 

COME & SEE MITYANA. You are invited to come and see what God is doing in and around           
Mityana, just 40 miles NW of the Ugandan capital, Kampala. You will have to buy your own air ticket 
and pay your own way but if “seeing is believing”, you need to see what has happened so far. 
 

Mityana Charity is a small charity based in Berkshire, but we have a remarkable track record. The 
Nabukenya Primary School has been built with money raised mainly by pupils from Wellington 
College. The pupils went out to see the needs of the people in an area of bush 12 miles NW of 
Mityana and over a number of years, classrooms have been built and accommodation provided for 
teachers. Now over 200 boys and girls are able to attend a primary school near to where they live. 
 

Within the town of Mityana there are many existing schools, but all pupils have to pay school fees 
so their teachers can be paid. Through Mityana Charity, a further 200 children have UK sponsors 

who pay their school fees so they can attend school. These 
children may go to a primary school, but a number now attend 
a secondary school, and a few bright ones are now sponsored 
to go to University in Kampala. 
 

Drinking water is a major problem in many parts of Uganda— 
young children have been dying from water-borne diseases 
such as malaria and cholera.  Mityana Charity has provided a 
lot of gutters along corrugated iron roofs, 
with tanks to collect clean rain water and, 
more recently, we have provided three 
deep bore holes to provide more clean 

drinking water; in 2012 we are now planning to provide possibly two more. 
We are also beginning to provide medical clinics across the area, as many of 
the people have never been able to see a doctor. 
 

There is so much more that could be said. We also do prison visiting and we 
are into farming. So much more that could be done, if people will provide the 
necessary support. Come and see if you can!  I am flying out on 20 October 
for three weeks; I have a particular interest in providing clean drinking water, 
and in training the Clergy and Lay Readers. If you cannot come yourself, you 
might like to sponsor a child or a teacher, or put some cash into a drinking water bore hole, or a 
medical clinic. See our website for more details: www.mityanacharity.org, or send a cheque to:   
The Secretary, Mityana Charity, 6 Tangley Drive, Wokingham RG41 2NY.            Hugh Wakeling 

Rev Hugh is speak-
ing to Finchampstead 
& California Branch           
Mothers’ Union on 
Thursday 11 October, 
starting at 2pm, in          
St James’ Church          
Centre.  Do join us to 
hear about Mityana 
(see p.11)                  
Sarah Owen, 
Branch Leader 

http://www.mityanacharity.org/
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Our churches are 
Fairtrade churches 
We use Fairtrade           

products for refreshments, and 
promote Fairtrade throughout the 
year.  Did you know that the               
Fairtrade Foundation has              
licensed over 3,000 Fairtrade   
certified products for sale 
through retail and catering out-
lets in the UK? 

 Readifood is a local charity, based in Reading and run by 
the FAITH Christian group for over 20 years.  It collects  
donations of dried foods as well as money.  It has a ware-
house in Reading where staff (mostly volunteers) make up 
food parcels for needy people who have been referred to 
them by medical and social workers. Currently, over 50 
emergency food parcels are delivered per week to             
individuals and families. They also provide parcels to 
CIRDIC, Communicare and CCA (Christian Community            
Action).  To find out more about their work, visit 
www.fcg.org.uk/readifood. 

Christian Aid  Thank you to everyone who helped and 

supported Christian Aid Week held in May in any way, and 
especially to Pam Smith at St Mary & St John’s and Chris 
Driver at St James’ for organising the collections and 
events.  The final totals for the week are as follows:  
Quizaid                                       £  204-10 
SMSJ Church collection             £  125-02 
House to House Collection       £1673-58 
Street Collection                       £  157-12 
St J Church collection & cake sale   £ 1139-00 
                                          £ 3298-82 Pat Row & Chris Ilsley 

If you have not found what you are looking for or 

need more information about times, venues, etc 

please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133 

St James’ 
Harvest Services: Sunday 7 October, 8am Holy Communion; 9.30 Family Service; 
11am Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong.  We will be collecting items for Churches-in-Reading-
Drop-in-Centre (CIRDIC).  Check pew sheets nearer the date for details of what is required.   
Harvest Supper: Saturday 6 October.  Timing and ticket cost available nearer the time.  The 
charity which we will be supporting at the Supper is The Mercy Centre in Bangkok. 
St Mary & St John’s 
Harvest Services: Sunday 7 October (GRJS), Holy Communion at 9.45 & Harvest@11  
at 11am. Food & money donations to Readifood charity. A list of specific food items being            
collected will be advertised.nearer the time. 
Harvest Supper: Saturday 13 October. Starts 7pm, finishes 10pm. Supper will be served at 
7.30pm, fun and games after supper. Tickets priced at £6 for adults, £4 for children. 

Harvest Festival Services, Suppers & Charities supported 

Final copy date for the Christmas / New Year Newsletter 
(distribution to whole parish) is 3 November. Contribu-
tions by email to: newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk.  

http://www.fcg.org.uk/readifood
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What is the Green Team? 
The ‘Green Team’ is a small group of Finchampstead & 
California parishioners who focus on the 
environmental health of our churches. 
We focus on care for the environment that 
God has entrusted to us, and we do what 
we can to be good stewards of our parish churches and 
grounds. 

To help give us a framework to work within, 
we would like to work towards and apply for 
an ‘Eco-Congregation’ award as a combined  
parish. St Mary and St John’s were awarded 
this in 2009, and it is now up for renewal.  
 

An Eco-Congregation award is granted to churches 
who have demonstrated that they are actively ‘green’ in 
three areas of their church life. 
Spiritual – link environmental issues and Christian 
faith (worship, bible study, youth) 
Practical – take environmental action in church 
(buildings, finance, grounds) 
Community – work with the community for a greener 
world (local and global) 

Celebrate the good things          
we already do 

We have compost heaps. 

St James’ is replacing the 
Church Centre windows to help 
conserve heat and keep costs 
down. 

We recycle plastic and paper in 
the kitchen areas at St James’. 

We recycle ink cartridges and          
mobile phones. 

We use low energy lighting.  

The united parish uses Fairtrade 
tea and coffee 

The heating is used only when it 
is needed. 

St James’ is learning from the          
experience that St Mary & St 
John’s can give us. 

The Vicarage in Billing Avenue 
has solar panels. 

Recycling at our churches 
There are designated areas 
for recycling at St Mary &            
St John’s after services and 
at St James’ Church Centre 

in the front meeting room.  

We recycle the following: 

Old stamps (donated to charity) 

Water filters  

Milk bottle tops (giving them to 
WADE charity to help them buy 
more wheelchairs) 

Batteries 

Compost tea-bags/ 

   coffee grounds/fruit 

Ink cartridges/mobile 
phones —this has already raised 
£40 for Church funds. 

 

What next? 
We are hoping to have some Eco services in the          
Autumn to celebrate God’s creation and renew our 
commitment to caring for it. 
We shall be conducting an Energy Audit of both our 
centres to see if we can become more fuel efficient. 

You can help 
We would welcome new members to the team—  
we meet around every eight weeks 
If you have any fresh or innovative ideas please let 
us know 

 

Contact Kate Meads, email: katemeads@tiscali.co.uk 
or telephone 0118 973 2362 

Remember   
TOGETHER WE WILL                   

MAKE A DIFFERENCE ! 



Silence can be seen as control of the tongue for as Ecclesiastes 5:2 tells us: ‘Do not be      

impulsive in speech, nor be guilty of hasty utterance in God's presence. God is in heaven and you 
are on earth, so let your words be few.’ Also we are told that there is a time for silence and a time 
for speech (3:7). A controlled person is one who can say the right words at the appropriate time - 
who also pauses and keeps silent when he should but is not silent when words are needed.  

But silence also equates with quiet and stillness: ‘All in me is silent and ... I am immersed in the   
silence of God’. Although unstated these include the absence of being completely engrossed in 
your own thoughts. And it also always involves the act of listening. God speaks to us but we don't 
always hear him because we are not still - even though He tells us to be still and know who He is. 
Silence is also pausing for breath and, in allowing space for reflection in private prayer, we are  
doing two things. One, making ourselves aware of the implications of our request; and two,  
listening for God's reply.             This is reflected in the last verse of the lovely hymn Dear Lord and  
Father of mankind - ‘... speak through the earthquake, wind & fire. O still, small voice of calm …’  

So, regularly, spend 10 minutes in silence. Prepare yourself by playing some music and centring-
down. Place a cross in front of you to help in focussing your thoughts and, as a lead into the       
period of silence, read some verses from the Bible or a poem …                           Leslie Heminway 

Rector, Rev Julie Ramsbottom, took an Olympic-
themed labyrinth into all four of our parish's            
primary schools during June and July.                
Specially designed for small groups of children 
(usually six) in School Years 3 & 4, it covered five 
different 'zones', each based on separate           
character strengths/Olympic values.  A Biblical 
and sports personality had been matched to each 
zone; there was also a story, plus related activi-
ties. Helping Rev Julie to set-up and take the           

youngsters through the 
labyrinth were Leaders 
from Contrast Youth 
Group and members of 
St James’ and St Mary 
& St John’s.  The children gave the labyrinth their 
seal of approval and, on completion, each child                
received a prize and certificate.   

 

If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc 
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133 

 

Setting up ... 

Olympic-themed Labyrinth 
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Welcoming ... 



THE MEDIA: To publicise any event in the newspaper or on local radio, please email: sally.hamblin@o2.co.uk   

 

 

‘Who’s Who’ in the Parish – The Ministry Team 
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Rector Rev Julie Ramsbottom 0118 973 2102 COMMUNION AT HOME 

If you or anyone you know is  

unable to get to St James or St 

Mary & St John’s Church for a 

period of time and would like to 

receive Communion at home or 

in hospital, please call to advise 

the Church Office. Thank you 

Associate Priest Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 

Associate Priest Rev John Edwards 01344 774586 

Associate Priest Rev Hugh Wakeling  

Curate Rev Brynn Bayman  

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott  

Churchwardens  
at St James 

Mrs Nicky Alder 0118 973 4904 nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk 

Mr Ian Woolston 0118 973 3098 ianwoolston@aol.com 

Churchwardens                   
at St Mary & St John 

Mrs Sharon White 0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com 

Mr Dave Moore 0118 973 6436 davemoore10538@gmail.com  

Remembrance Sunday—11 November   St James’ Service 
of Remembrance will commence at 10.50am to allow for the two-
minute silence.  A second Service during which a wreath will be laid 
on the Village War Memorial will start at 3pm.  For those wishing to 
join in Holy Communion, St James’ Services 
will start at 8am & 9.30am.  The Remembrance 
Service at St Mary & St John’s begins at 
9.45am and will include the two-minute silence. 
To learn more about the nation’s custodians of 
Remembrance visit www.britishlegion.org.uk. 

Leaving Finchampstead  This is my one chance to say goodbye to all the           
congregations at St James and indeed to those who remember me during my time 
as Lay reader/LLM at SMSJ long ago. My departure has happened sooner than I 
expected and certainly much sooner than I hoped. It has been a pleasure to be part 
of this parish which has so kindly put up with my comings and goings and with my 

sermons. As Trollope put it in Barchester Towers ‘there is, perhaps, no greater hardship at            
present inflicted on mankind …. than the necessity of listening to sermons’. 
I cannot thank by name all those who have helped me but I must mention those who have kindly 
shared some of their ministry with me: Ken at SMSJ, Sheila, Richard and now Julie at St James. 
It is not generally appreciated that, when the vicar/rector leaves, LLMs have no right to continue 
and during a vacancy it is down to the churchwardens to use them or not.  New vicars have 
every right not to continue to use the services of the LLM if it does not suit them. As well as the 
churchwardens, I must also thank Andrew who has let me change the hymns to suit my words, 
even at the cost of perhaps some musical quality of which I am blissfully unaware. 
So, as I leave for Winchester, I wish Julie and her new team well – I should dearly have liked to 
have been part of it for longer. Winchester is not so far away and I hope very occasionally to 
drop in to a service at Finchampstead.  May God bless you all.                    Keith Atton 

British Legion collecting         
envelopes will be available 
at all 11 November parish         
Services. 

… At the going down of 
the sun and in the morning  
We will remember them… 
From the poem ‘For the fallen’  
by Laurence Binyon 

http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/Flowers_g74-Poppies_p44563.html

