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THE PARISH OF FINCHAMPSTEAD & CALIFORNIA 

Rev Julie and her team wish all our readers           

a very Happy Christmas 

Come celebrate with us …  

Sunday 15 December, 7.30pm - The Finchampstead Society 
Carol Concert with members of St James’ choir, in the Village 
Memorial Hall.  

Monday 16 December -  Torch-lit procession, led by St Mary 
& St John’s Church, gathers at the Billing Avenue Parish Centre ready to set out 
at 6pm.  Following the carol-singing around the community, festive refreshments 
to be served back at the Parish Centre. Everyone welcome. 

Monday 23 December - Carols at The Queen’s Oak 7pm, The Greyhound 8pm. 

Tuesday 24 December, 7 till approx 8pm in The Sports Club, Village Memorial 
Hall. Share the Christmas spirit, and enjoy carolling together. It’s fun and raises 
money for a local   
charity through a          
collection. Bring family 

and friends, and join in with some of 
the carols you love so much.    
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Greetings and salutations! 

As the clocks retreated an hour, the veil of darkness rushed in. Oh, 
and how cold it suddenly got mid-November!  Well, of course the 
dark days of winter are upon us.  Darkness has always held           
sinister connotations for humanity. Darkness heralds the unknown 
and insecurity; with light frequently seen as a good thing, instilling 
a sense of security and revelation. 

Christianity portrays this battle of Good vs Evil, Light vs Darkness 
never more emphatically than at Christmas, when Christians          
celebrate that great gift of the Light of the World, Jesus the Christ, 
who has come to dispel the darkness of our lives and souls. 

December begins with the season of Advent, with many Christians 
praying and reflecting on their lives, even the parts still in darkness; 
then, on Christmas Day all Christians sing, to hear the news the 
angels bring. We will celebrate this season of Light with carol            
services and Christingle services, culminating, on 
Christmas Day, with great fanfare! 

Come and help us celebrate the triumph of light over 
darkess.  It’ll warm your hearts, I promise. 

Yours in Christ,  Rev Mark-Aaron † 

For Crib, 
Christingle    
and other           
Christmas           
Services, 
please see 
coloured         
insert. 

 

For more information on any activities detailed in this  
Newsletter, contact the Church Office by e-mail:  
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk, telephone 0118 973 
0133, or check our website at parish.finchampstead.co.uk 
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The last three months of the year are probably our busiest time of the year. 
Starting with Harvest we had an amazing re-
sponse to our appeal for tinned goods etc and, 
as a result, several car loads of groceries were      
delivered to Churches in Reading Drop in 
Centre, and to two local food banks.  Those 
who delivered to CIRDIC had an amazing          
experience when one of the helpers asked 
Rev Mark-Aaron to pray for the Centre.  He did 
so out on the street with members from our 
parish, helpers at the Centre, and some of 
those who use the Centre for a good meal, 
healthcare etc. Those who were there said it 

was an amazing experience – truly taking God’s love out on our local streets. 
At our Harvest supper we had a presentation from the Sue Ryder - Duchess 
of Kent Hospice.  The event was very well attended and raised £532 for the 
charity. A big thank you to all those who came along, and to the social           

committee for providing an excellent supper. It’s good to be supporting our local communities as 
well as those further away from us.  
During October, we also started our annual appeal to fill shoeboxes 
with children’s gifts for Samaritan’s Purse. We are grateful to           
Finchampstead C of E school for acting as the pick-up point for these.   
At the time of writing the pile of boxes is growing, so let’s hope we   
will collect over 150 boxes as usual. 

Our annual collection of new toys and games for PACT (Parents and 
Children Together) based in Reading will take place at St James’ Church 

Services on Sunday 1 December. Another excellent charity which helps local families by making 
sure that children in struggling families will have a present this Christmas.     
At St Mary & St John’s Church, toys will be collected for The 2013 Reading          
Christian Bikers 28th Annual Toy Run to Barnado’s in Wokingham, in which Rev 
Mark-Aaron will be taking part on 8 December. 

Finally, at our Christingle and Crib Services on 24 December we will be collecting  
as usual for The Children’s Society. 

In line with many other parishes, we have pledged to give 10% of our freewill giving (that is, any 
money which is given in collections, the envelope scheme, direct deb-
its, or by other means, which has not been given for a specific cause) 
to external charities working with the most vulnerable in our world. 
This year we have £16,200 to distribute to our 5 main charities.  For 
more information on all our charities do have a look at our website at 
http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk/community/charities-we-support/. 
Thank you so much to everyone who has contributed in any way to 
support our charities.         Julia Arscott  
(on behalf of Mission, Charity & World Concern Team) 

Fairtrade fortnight   
Monday 24 February to 
Sunday 9 March 2014    

Details of stalls at our 
churches will be publish-
ed on weekly 
notice sheets, 
and on our web-
site.  

 

Harvest collection at 
St Mary & St John’s 

 

 

Fact:  In 2012, Operation 
Christmas Child reached the 
amazing milestone of deliv-
ering over 100 million gift-
filled shoeboxes in 23 years! 
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Breastfeeding Centre at 
St. James’ Church Centre,  
Finchampstead, Tuesdays 12.30–2pm.   

Come along for support and information or just tea and a chat. Bumps, babies, 
siblings & mums welcome!  (If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for partners/
parents/friends too!) Supporterline 0300 100 0210 available 9.30am–9.30pm 365 days a year 
Website: www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk 

St James’ Fledgelings  
Toddler & Baby Group 

Fledgelings’ Group has been growing this year – and we hope it 
continues! After several children left at the end of the summer 
term to start school, we have been 
pleased to welcome some new            
families this term. We’ve also had 
our annual Harvest Service with 

Reverend Julie, which was its usual joyful chaos!  A special ‘thank 
you’ goes to Linda Atkinson for playing the piano.  
We also enjoyed having Quench with us, providing a bookstall in 
September, and they’ll be back in time for Christmas. Barbara from 

Phoenix Cards joined us after 
the half-term break and we 
now look forward to our Christmas Party on 17 Dec-
ember, with a visit from Father Christmas!   
We hope to see you soon!  For more information,             
e-mail beth@peat.me.uk or contact the Church Office.  

 

 

Contrast meets most term-time Sundays 
in St James’ Church Centre, and is open 
to all those who attend secondary school 

or college.  Drop in between 6-30 and 9pm. Stay for a short while or           
longer for games, a snack, and chat about the big issues.  

Our final session is on 8 December which is our Christmas party 
(a bring-and-share event) and we start back in the New Year on              
12 January.  For more information, e-mail Cathy our youth worker at 
catherine.clayton@btinternet.com or call 07936 885848.  
And last but not least, a great big ‘thank you’ to all those young        
people and adults who made the Iona-style youth-led Service on           
3 November such a success. Well done!  

   

  or on our web page at parish.finchampstead. 
  co.uk/groups   

CONTRAST 
Youth Group 

 

Stop press!  
 

There will be no           
Contrast meeting on        
1 December to allow 
members to attend the 
Advent Service of             
Darkness to Light . 

 

To contact the Church Office please e-mail office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 
or telephone 0118  973 0133 

mailto:beth@peat.me.uk
mailto:catherine.clayton@btinternet.com
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NuIIXWrf5kSzJM&tbnid=MpGpuTykj1Ip3M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.herndonrocks.com%2Fsponsor.php&ei=WpfpUa79CMao0QWlpIHQCg&psig=AFQjCNGRuLGcSY6OM03u--2rsYhSwl_ciQ&ust=13743495301869


Sunday mornings at St James’ Church  

There will be a 9.30am Family service and an 11am Communion service every Sunday but also 
some different formats and extra groups to cater for all ages of children. 

BREAK OUT (age 7-11) 

9.30am, Church Centre - 1st, 2nd & 4th Sundays in term time 
This group caters for key-stage two children of those families who 
prefer to attend the 9.30 Family service with their younger                      
children. On the first Sunday in the month, the focus will be on an          
activity such as sport, craft or a ramble through the Churchyard; on 
the second Sunday there will be café church – croissants etc whilst 
watching an appropriate DVD such as ’What’s in the Bible?’ followed 
by a discussion on the issues raised; the fourth Sunday will be devot-

ed to ‘Thinking Stuff Out’ and will use ‘Side-by-Side with God’ written by Yvonne Morris,             
Children’s Adviser to the Oxford Diocese. 
JUNIOR LEADERS (age 11+)   

9.30am, Church Centre—1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays in term-time 
This group caters for Young People in the early years of secondary 
school who need to build up a portfolio of voluntary work for their ‘Record 
of Achievement’ folders. They will be given training on key leadership 
skills and have their own dedicated session on two of the Sundays each 
month; and help with BREAK OUT on the other Sunday. 

KIDZ CAFÉ (age 3 - 8) 10.45am, Church Centre                                                          
2nd, 3rd, & 4th term-time Sundays, changing to 1st, 3rd & 4th 
term-time Sundays from January  Kidz Café is for children aged 3-8 

years with stories, DVDs, games, activities, crafts and refreshments. It’s great fun! The children 
will join with Junior Contrast for a brief act of worship led by a member of the Ministry Team; 
they will be taken into Church towards the end of the 11 o’clock service.  

JUNIOR CONTRAST (age 8+)  10.45 am, Church Centre - 2nd, 3rd & 
4th term-time Sundays,  changing to 1st, 3rd & 4th term-time Sundays 
from January   Intended to be a fun youth group for children over the age 
of 8, and to lead on to membership of CONTRAST (the group for those at 

secondary school which meets on Sunday evenings at 6.30pm). The young people will join the 
main service at the offertory. 

Family choices 
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And a choice for families at St Mary & St John’s  
THE SUNDAY BUNCH—9.30am (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
 For children from birth up to young people, with toys and   
     books always available for the very young 

 Activities in groups or as a whole follow the theme for the day, and include craft, games, 
     discussion and sometimes food 
 We return to the service, to join our families, just before Communion.  (cont’d  top of page 11) 

 
WELCOMING 

VARIED  

FUN 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://faithinourfamilies.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/logo2.jpg&imgrefurl=https://faithinourfamilies.wordpress.com/about/&usg=__guAkEIjBWC7QgjgMLml0XykBgdY=&h=362&w=350&sz=30&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=37jKxisrjTyyaM:&tbn
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All Dads,           
      or men in general          
               welcome                  
Every last  Sunday of the 
month, 8 till approx 9.30pm 
in the Social Bar,                    

Finchampstead Memorial Hall, the Village. 
Connecting Dads and men generally in the           
local community around the big topics in life for 
men living in today's world, eg, fatherhood, 
marriage, etc.                       
E-mail contacts: kevinli4877@hotmail.com or 
neilandemmie@hotmail.com 

 
 

Men Behaving DADLY! 

A choice for families at St Mary & St John’s  - continued 

ALIVE@11 — 11am (1st Sunday          
of the month) 
 An informal all-age service with active 

participation by all age groups  
 Join us for tea & coffee from 10.30am 

when there are also craft activities for 
children.  

FAMILY COMMUNION—9.30am  
(3rd Sunday of the month) 
 A Communion service with a difference  
 Children are involved in all aspects of                   

the worship 
 Activities for them, as well as toys for the little 

ones. 

Why not come along?   
Every Wednesday at Yateley School 
Sports Hall from 8 - 9pm.  
Dads of all ages and capabilities join 
together for a game of indoor 5-a-  

side football. Very informal and FUN !   
Make friends; support one another during the 
frenetic times of being a Dad; hone your foot-
ball skills; Dads’ quarterly social get-togethers,  
eg, at a local curry house; Summer picnic/
barbecue for the family.  

 Dads’  
Football 

Dads’ Football Christmas Social 
Comedy Evening - with 4-course meal,           

live band, and DJ afterwards too. 
Friday 20 December, 6.30pm  

at Bracknell Leisure Centre. Inclusive price £35 
each. To book your place, or enquire about the 

football, e-mail kevinli4877@hotmail.com 

Local meetings for  
women and men are 

held on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 2pm in 
St James’ Church Centre, usually with a speaker 
and afternoon tea 

 

Thurs 
2pm 

12 
Dec 

Carol Service in Church,           
followed by Christmas Tea 

Tues 
11am 

17 
Dec 

Set-up time for Fledgelings’           
Nativity & Christmas Party. MU 
provide lunch for parents & carers 

Thurs 
2pm 

9 
Jan 

Branch Meeting—speaker from 
‘Make a wish’ UK.  Epiphany gifts: 
monetary donations to this charity. 
Raffle. 

Thurs 
2pm 

13 
Feb 

Branch AGM, and talk by                   
Rev Julie Ramsbottom 

Weds 10am on 18 Dec, 15 Jan and 13 Feb:   
Church Communion Service with emphasis on 
Mothers’ Union 
 

Advance Notices 

Sunday         
2 Mar  

Fund-raising & Membership 
event— between 9.30 & 11am 
Services, SMSJ Church 

Fri 10.30am  
7 Mar 

Women’s World Day of Prayer, St 
Mary & St John’s Parish Centre 

Sunday 
16 Mar 

Fund-raising & Membership 
event—after 9.30 & 11am  
Services, SJ Church Centre 

Everyone most welcome.    
Sarah Owen, Branch Leader 

 

mailto:kevinli4877@hotmail.com
mailto:neilandemmie@hotmail.com
http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-130194425/stock-vector-group-of-men.html?src=3B397A78-9A10-11E2-81AD-22571472E43D-1-25
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FLOWER TEAMS   At St James The first Sunday of Advent (1 December this year) marks 
the beginning of the church year and is symbolised by the  removal of flowers from church.  We 
can use this time to reflect on the past year, prepare to come together to decorate the church 
for Christmas Day and look forward to the year ahead. 
We are fortunate that the younger members of the church community help us by getting               
involved with decorating the church for festivals, as was seen at Harvest. Finger print wheat 
and leaf rubbing wreaths made by the children attending Breakout looked amazing!  We look 
forward to what will be created for Christmas. 
In mid November members of the Flower Team spent the          
evening teaching 1st Finchampstead Guides some basic flower 
arranging skills, helping them create designs for the week’s flow-
ers in church. They worked really hard, producing a lovely display. 
Thank you  As always we are grateful to the number of people 
who get involved with our team; whether it's the 'foliage fairies' 
who we never see but who leave buckets of beautiful 
greenery for festivals, those who donate to our flower 
fund, or those who stop team members to comment 
on the arrangements.   
If you are interested in what we do or having a go, 
please e-mail Denise at deeseadams@hotmail.com 
or call the Church Office. 

At St Mary & St John  We would love to have 
more members join our Flower Team, so if you feel 
you might like to help with our arrangements for church, we would be delighted to welcome 
you. Please contact Ashlyn Webster or Marjorie Stalker via the Church Office. 

 

MEN’S GROUP An opportunity for men, both within and outside our 
church congregations, to meet together spiritually and socially.   
Our evening gatherings are generally of a social nature, and cover a vari-
ety of activities, eg: Ten-pin bowling, an evening walk finishing with a well-deserved drink in a 
local pub, a BBQ, a Quiz and wine tasting, and dinner with our partners at a nearby restaurant. 

We also attend Saturday Breakfast Meetings organised by the Reading Men’s Group which are 
generally held three times a year at Sonning’s Blue Coat School. Speakers in 2013 included 
Commodore Adrian Nance, who gave an excellent presentation on the story of the Ark Royal -  
from the first ship which played a part in defeating the Spanish Armada to the fifth warship 
bearing that name which he himself commanded; and Andrew Proud, the Bishop of Reading, 
whose talk was entitled ‘Ethiopia and Berkshire’. 

Our next social evening is to be held at the Queen’s Oak, on 5 December at 8pm when next 
year’s activities will be discussed; all male members of our congregations are welcome to join 
us to plan our events for 2014.              Harry Row 

Newcomers to our 
events will be made 

very welcome. 

To contact the Church Office please e-mail office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 
or telephone 0118  973 0133 
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The Green Team  Do you know that 
there are recycling facilities in both St 
James’ Church Centre and St Mary & St 

John’s Parish Centre?    
Recycling boxes are available for: 
 Tea, coffee and fruit skins (these are 

composted) 
 Batteries*, Water filters*, tetrapacks, 

and silver foil (go to Tesco) 
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft). 
 Stamps and milk bottle tops (at St 

Mary & St John’s go to WADE; and at 
St James’ to Nine Mile Ride School). 

Please spread the word.       Richard Owen      
 

* Robert Dyas also recycle these responsibly.                         

Helping the 
environment 

we live in 

 

 Churchyard Trust   
We had a very pleasant 
Autumn Tea and were 
delighted to see many of 

our regular attendees, although not as 
many as last year.  A total of £351 was 
raised towards the maintenance of the 
Churchyard and, on behalf of the Trust, I 
would like to thank everyone very warmly 
for their generous giving.  Similarly, a big 
thank-you to those who ran the stalls, 
baked cakes and provided savoury          
nibbles ~ a grand spread as usual.                       
The next Tea is on 12 March 2014.  
                                   Richard Owen 

C

Y

T 

Churchyard & Gardening Club   It has been a busy summer with quite extensive trimming 
taking place, the main objective has been to get hedges and bushes back under control so that          
future maintenance requires less effort. We have also been trying to ‘lighten’ some of the more 
gloomy areas of the churchyard primarily to make it less threatening to visitors. 
Some stones have been laid over parts of the paths but there are still more to 
do; this should make it less muddy to walk on.  And now the ‘leaf clearing’     
season is with us and will keep us fully occupied over the next weeks. 

 

Update: Churchyard extension  Awaiting Wokingham Borough Council decision 
Gardening Club Members We have been joined by two new members - Alan           
Coleman-Smith and Malcolm Maunder.  Malcolm is a returning member who 
worked after school helping the then gardener in general churchyard maintenance. 
Having now retired, Malcolm has returned to carry on where he left off! 
Anyone interested in helping would be most welcome. Do just arrive, give me a call 
on 0118 973 2069 or e-mail ed@sampsononline.co.uk                      Ed Sampson 

 

Ladies                
Breakfasts  
We meet half-
termly on a Saturday 
morning, 8.45–10.15am, 
for fellowship, prayer, 
contemplation, chat and 
continental breakfast.  A 
very sociable bunch, we 
welcome newcomers of 
all ages. Dates/venues 
from the Church Office.  

From 2 till 3.30pm on 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the 
month in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre,            
Billing Avenue.  A social occasion for anyone            

living locally to pop in, sit down 
and relax over a cup of tea, cake 
and a friendly chat.  Everyone, all 
ages, welcome.   
Six times a year, Finchampstead 
Older People’s Forum (FINE) 
meets at Tea & Chat, usually 
with guest speaker/s.  Next meet-
ing of FINE is in February 2014. 

  

Hands-on Puppetry Company 

at FINE 

mailto:ed@sampsononline.co.uk
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Events in the past quarter 
21 September – Trio Treats Concert  
Many thanks to everyone who supported this event 
and also to John and Jean Blackwell, Sarah Tomlins 
and Colin Walker who gave their time and talents to 
help raise £315 for general parish funds.  With music 
from Ravel, Bizet, Dvorak and Scott Joplin, it was a 
most enjoyable and relaxing evening. 
5 October – Harvest Supper -  Around 70 folk 
joined together for an evening of fellowship and good food in St James’ Church Centre.  Dur-
ing the evening a representative from the Duchess of Kent charity gave an in-depth talk with 
slides detailing how the charity is run and funded.  £532 was raised at the Supper for the 
Duchess of Kent Hospice in Reading. 
23 November – In concert with Apollo5 - With a wide-ranging repertoire ranging from        
retro jazz to pop and classical a cappella, this professional ensemble once again delighted 
their audience in St James’ Church.  A tasty finger buffet in the Centre completed a very 
pleasant evening out. 

… more dates for your 2014 diaries ... 
8 February – Musical Evening ’Decades of Delight’ in the Village Memorial Hall.  Budding 
singers or thespians don’t be shy, please do volunteer to “do a turn”.  The evening is always 
enjoyable, amusing and generally memorable for one reason or another! Please have a chat 
with Chris Driver.   
15 February - Barn Dance in California Hall, 7pm-10pm 
22 March - Quiz Evening in St James’ Church Centre 
10 May -  Quiz Aid in St James’ Church Centre 
During Christian Aid Week (11-17 May) an evening event to be held in St James’ Church 
Centre from 7.45pm 
22 June - Church Family BBQ, to be held at St James’ Church 
18 -20 July - St James’ Patronal Festival weekend with Flower Festival - still being 
planned, but the tower will definitely be open as usual on Sunday 20th, with cream teas + 
games and stalls on the lawn. The Flower Festival will begin on Friday 18th 
7 September -  St Mary and St John’s Patronal Festival 

St Mary & St John’s Social Team: Marjorie,Pam,Rev 
Mark-Aaron,David,June,Pat,Brenda,Shirley,Janice 

Retiring - After many years of loyal 
service, both Mary Dewhurst and       
Olive Butchart have decided to hang 
up their T-Towels.  We shall of course 
miss them both very much, but hope 
they will stay on as honorary mem-
bers. We are pleased to welcome 
Jane Parle to our committee. 

Christmas Hamper and Home-made Christmas 
Cake Raffle    Tickets are just £1 each in 
aid of the Church Flower Fund, and are 
available after most Sunday Services at 
St James.  Not only will you be helping to 
keep our church looking its floral best but also you 
could win 2 lovely prizes to help the festive cheer. 

4 January 2014  
Epiphany Party at 
St Mary & St John’s 
Parish Centre,  

Billing Avenue.  Further details closer 
to the date on weekly notices, our web-
site or through the Church Office. 

 

St James’ Social & Fundraising Team: 
Chris,Chris,Gill,Jane,Mo,Nicky,Sarah,Sue 
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Meet our             
new Director of 
Music ...                 
Janice lives in Sand-
hurst and is a Music 
teacher in two local 
schools. She has a 
vast experience of 

conducting several secular and church 
choirs, and holds many musical qualifica-
tions in Teaching, Performance and Choral 
Direction. She was also nominated for   
Music Teacher of the Year (2012) and has 
been presented to HRH Prince of Wales 
on completion of specialised music teach-
ing qualifications at the Associated Board 
of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM). 
Janice has also studied with the Royal 
School of Church Music (RSCM). 

Janice Devine  

 … and our new Organist 
Linda joined the Parish in  
September 2013, having sung 
at All Saints Church, Woking-
ham for the last three years.  
She returned to the UK in 2009   
after living in Australia for 15 
years where she was Musical 
Director for two different Anglican parishes in 
Melbourne.  Previously she had also been MD 
for various churches in Grimsby & Cleethorpes. 
Linda started playing the organ at age 13 help-
ing out at her then family church, and has           
enjoyed many different styles of worship.                 
Linda is currently on the organ rota at Reading 
Crematorium, and plays occasionally at East-
hampstead Park Crematorium and other   
churches; she is also accompanist to choral          
societies, amateur dramatic and theatrical socie-
ties, and small choirs.   

St James’ Choir  have been getting to 

know their New Director and Organist/

Accompanist & learning a new repertoire.  

The Harvest Service was enhanced with a 

solo from one of our own Tenors and,   

during the All Saints’ Service, we sang 

John Rutter’s arrangement of ‘Oh When 

the Saints’. This latter service was dedicat-

ed to the Iona community, celebrating the 

invaluable work they undertake. Our young 

people shared their experiences and 

songs they had learnt during their visit to 

the island in the Summer. 

As we move towards Christmas, rehears-

als are aimed around carols for our busy 

Services in the Festive Season. 

We practise on Thursday evenings, and 

are always looking for new members.   

Linda Atkinson 

St Mary and St John’s Choir                    

Several members of St Mary and St John’s 
Choir joined other choirs from across the           
diocese for the Royal School of Church Music 
Oxfordshire Festival Evensong on 12 October, 
held this year in Dorchester Abbey. Over 250 
representatives of choirs took part; the conduc-
tor was Daniel Hyde, Choir Master of Magdalen 
College, Oxford. This is an annual event in the 
diocese, and we look forward to next year’s         
service in Radley College. Our choir practises on 
Tuesday evenings; new members most welcome 

At 
Dorchester 

Abbey 

Please contact our Church Office, e-mail office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk, telephone 0118                   
973 0133, for further information on these and other activities mentioned in this Newsletter 
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St James’ Finchampstead Tower 
Bellringers  The summer saw two groups 

of visitors to the Tower - the Bradfield Ring-
ing Course in August and the Witley Tower 
Outing in September. The bells have also 
been pealing for a number of weddings in 
August, September, and October, with a  
further two in November.                                
Rebecca Stoneham has joined us to learn bell-
ringing as one of her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
Award challenges. This is a new experience for us 
and it has encouraged her parents to ‘have a go’ 
too. We practise on Wednesdays from 8–9pm and 
would love to welcome more ringers – both novice 
and experienced. Do come along and join us. 
Please call me in advance if you would like some-
one to meet you outside. On Sundays we ring from 
10.30am for the 11am service.        
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact -  tel:  0118 973 3747 

Looking for a pastime with           
a difference on               
Monday evenings?   
Did you know that Adult 
and Youth teams meet on 
Monday evenings at St James’ 
Church Centre to ring hand-bells? 
The Finchampstead Ringers 
(adults) meet from 5.45 till 7pm. It’s 
just £2 a session, and a pair of cotton 
gloves will be needed.  
The Bell Buddies (young people) 
gather at 7pm for an hour of ringing. 
There is no charge for the Youth 
Team so if you are aged 9 -15 years 
and would like to learn to play these 
finely-tuned percussion instruments, 
contact Meg Hostler, 0118 973 1569, 
for more information about either 
handbell team 

 GET FOUND!  
Help US to help YOU!  By Flemming 

Westphalen (St James’ Church) 
Crowthorne Community First Responder, 

South Central Ambulance Service 
It's the first rule we learn as children 
when playing hide and seek. It's fun to 

hide, but what really thrills us is the 'getting found' part.  Crouching down behind the sofa by 
yourself and keeping quiet loses its fun pretty quickly if you don't get found, and what started 
happily all too easily ends in tears.  
It may be a childhood game, but the principles of the game apply to our adult lives.  We may 
like to tuck ourselves away at home, perhaps shielding our house from passers-by, and that’s 
no problem whilst all is well. But bear in mind that in an emergency you'll want to get found and 
quickly.  
As a Community First Responder in Crowthorne, I respond to emergency 999 calls to try to 
save lives. If the casualty's life is at risk because of a cardiac arrest or stroke, I may be able to 
help if I can get there before the paramedic or ambulance, by providing oxygen or using the 
defibrillator, but only if I can reach the casualty quickly.  Finding a house that is ‘hidden’ takes 
time, and any delay may literally be a life-or-death matter. 
So, as the winter nights roll in and it becomes even more difficult to find some houses in the 
dark, I urge you to make sure you can get found.                   Continued opposite 

Hear St James’ Choir  
at Warbrook House, 
Eversley on Wednesday            
18 December, from 7.30pm. 
Please apply direct to the      
venue for tickets.                         
Telephone: 0118 973 2174      

 



New Groups and Courses 
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Living faithfully 
A new group has begun meeting fortnightly on Friday afternoons, using 
Bishop John’s new book ‘Living faithfully – following Christ in everyday 
life’ as a catalyst for discussion, prayer and practical application as we 
explore what it means to live as Christ’s disciples day by day. 
Rev Mark-Aaron is willing to offer a 2nd opportunity to explore this topic 
on Friday mornings, starting in the New Year, and suggests holding an 
introductory session on 10 January from 10.00-11.30 at St Mary & St 
John’s Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.  If you are interested, please  
contact him on 0118 973 0030.  

Growing Leaders training course 
We are now on session 4/5 for our new Growing Leaders course. It is an            
exciting year-long course with about 12 participants. The course is designed to 
help us discover more about our faith, help us grow and develop our relation-
ship with God and begin to understand more about the plans he has for us. 
We are all learning as we go, as this is a new course for both leaders and 
those who come along. If this course proves to be a success, we hope to run it 
again at some point. There will be updates and we plan to have some feed-
back from trainees in the next newsletter. 

New Bible Studies 
We are currently planning two Bible study groups to start early in the New Year -  
details on weekly notices and on our website in due course. 

 

 

Prayertime  A small, friendly, relaxed 
group of people meet in my home on the 
fourth Wednesday of each month to pray for 

issues which concern us, both globally and personally.  
Rev Hugh Wakeling, Sharon White and I take turns to 
lead the evening, and the format takes many forms. Any-
thing shared within the group is confidential. Paula Vicary.            
e-mail: paulavicary@googlemail.com 

 Friday am. and 
Thursday pm.  
Housegroups  
(generally held in Nine Mile Ride)  

are taking a break.  
Members will be advised by e-mail 
when sessions will resume.   
Francis & Audrey Moore 

 

GET FOUND!  Continued 

Next time you approach your house pause outside, and ask yourself the 
following questions to test if any of the emergency services could find you 
quickly: 
Is your house name or number visible from the road?   
Is that name or number plaque illuminated, so that it can be read in the 
dark? Is the path to your house illuminated and is it free of hazards? 

A health check on your house now could prove to be a wise investment 
for your own health. And last but not least, when the emergency services have been called, try 
to leave the front door open ready and, if it’s dark, put lights on at the front of the house                
including the hall.                    Flemming Westphalen 

 

If you’re interested 
in joining the volun-
tary team, or donat-
ing, please email 
cfr@scas.nhs.uk, 
quoting ‘Crowthorne’ 

mailto:cfr@scas.nhs.uk


Ministry Team 
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Rector Rev Julie Ramsbottom 0118 973 2102 
COMMUNION AT HOME               

If you or anyone you know is 

unable to get to St James’ or 

St Mary & St John’s Church 

for a period of time and 

would like to receive                 

Communion at home or in 

hospital, please contact the 

Church Office to advise. 

Thank you 

Associate Priest Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 

Associate Priest Rev Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 

Curate Rev Brynn Bayman  

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott  

 

Churchwardens at               
St James                                    

Mrs Nicky Alder 0118 973 4904 nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk 

Mr Richard Peat 0118 976 0402 richard@calusari.com 

 

Churchwardens at          
St Mary & St John                

Mrs Sharon White 0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com 

Mr Dave Moore 0118 973 6436 davemoore10538@gmail.com      

Newsletter co-editors 
Carolyn Fox, Sally Hamblin 
 

Please e-mail items for  
Feb-Apr 2014 issue no later 
than 6 January to newslet-
ter@finchampstead.co.uk.  
Copies will be distributed in 
Church & placed in Church/
Parish Centres, on Sunday 26 
January. For those who prefer 
to follow our Churches’ news 
online, our Newsletters can be 
found at parish.finchampstead.                                   
co.uk/news/newsletters/ 

6pm on Sun 1 Dec 
in St James’ Church 

Advent Service of 
‘Darkness to Light’  

 
 

Do you know the 
order and meaning 
of the five coloured 
Advent candles?  

There is one for each Sunday 
leading to Christmas, and the 
fifth is for Christmas Day           
itself.  There may be colour 
variations, but in our Parish 
we use three purple, one pink, 
and a central white candle. 

The candles are lit in the    
following order. 

Purple -The Candle of Hope  

Purple – The Candle of Peace  

Pink - The Candle of Joy  

Purple – The Candle of Love  

White – The Christ Candle in 
the centre (of our lives).  

 

 

At Finchampstead Village 
School: 30 Nov 11am-3pm 
 & at Gorse Ride School:  
7 December - 11am-2pm. 

Bring the family for a time 
of fun and some early 
Christmas shopping.  
Seasonal crafts and gifts, 
games, cakes, raffle, 
food and refreshments.   

Remembrance 
Lest we forget … 
10 November 2013 

 

Commit to meeting needs of sick, 
lonely, bereaved, housebound 

Attain highest standards in listening, 
confidentiality and response 

Respect for those supported regard-
less of religion or faith values 

Encourage by example 



Much has happened in Uganda since I was there a year 
ago.  For instance, nine of our rain harvesting projects have 
been completed.  New water collection tanks have been     
installed at Kyato Primary School, Nabukenya Primary 
School, Township Secondary School and at Mityana Prison, 
as well as at four health clinics.             

In addition we provided a new roof to replace the asbestos 
roof at Lulagala Clinic to improve the quality of 
the water collected from that roof.  See the  
picture of the new red roof! 

However this does not totally eradicate the 
need for drinking water in the area, and I have 
come home with a list of seven or eight new 
locations where water storage tanks are still 

desperately needed!  It costs about £800 to buy and install each tank! 

Nabukenya Primary School, which was built by the students and parents from Wellington 
College, now has 290 pupils and the school has a new Head Teacher.  Another party of          
students from Wellington College visited the school while I was there; they painted one build-
ing and planted a hedge, as well as doing activities with the children. 

I visited several other schools including two where additional 
classrooms are urgently needed.  At Kasoolo Secondary 
School, where we have provided textbooks in the past, they 
have so far been teaching only up to O Level, but now they 
want to allow those who have passed ‘O’ Level Exams to          
continue to study to ‘A’ Level.  I am glad to say that the books 
provided by us are now housed in suitable bookcases. 

The Government of Uganda is offering to provide Kasoolo School with some computers pow-
ered by sola panels, if the school can provide a secure computer room where the computers 
can be housed.  So they need a computer room plus two new classrooms.  The cost of this is 
quite high, but not nearly as high as it would be to build classrooms in the UK.  However, I 
am not sure how we can do this!  Does anyone have any ideas? 

One of the most encouraging things I witnessed was the first attempt by our team in Mityana 
to raise money themselves.  In the past all the money has been raised in England and the 
team in Mityana spend it for us!  The Ugandans arranged a Fund-raising Party, and got 
about 350 people there, including the local MP and the local Resident District Commissioner 
who represented the Uganda Government. 

It all began with a procession through Mityana Town lead by a marching band, to draw           
people along.  At the do itself there was a pop group to entertain all present, and an auction 
to raise money. The final results of this event are not available as I write this article 

                                                                                                                           Continued …/ 

    Update on Mityana - by Hugh Wakeling (October 2013) 

 

 

Township School tank 



 Update on Mityana—continued from overleaf  

 

but my guess is that they will not have made very much money, but it was a good party!          
It is difficult to make money when most of those who came along are very poor!  

So yes, the bulk of the money needed to provide water tanks, and bore holes, and to equip 
the clinics, and to sponsor children going to school and university, will still have to come 
from the UK, but I am glad to say that the Ugandans appreciate very much what we are 
doing to help them, and they are starting to try to help themselves, by raising money in 
Uganda. 

The word ‘God’ is a generic name to designate that which is 
incomprehensible and unnameable.  Moses was told that            
‘I am who I am’.  Jesus referred to him as ‘Father’. The book 
of Revelation gives examples of how God might look but only 
with examples that come from what we see here on earth. 
Rublev’s Icon of the Trinity depicts the Trinity as a circle of love, but all in human form   
mainly because it is the ultimate icon relating to Abraham when he was met by three men - 
Genesis 18: 1-16.  The first lines of a wonderful hymn puts it as ‘Immortal, invisible, God  
only wise, in light inaccessible hid from our eyes …..’.   
 

Francis did not just talk to the birds and fish but had a great feeling for the 
integrity of God’s creation and this is why he was made The Patron Saint 
of Ecology.  He was made a Saint, within two years of his death because 
of his conversion and the vision he had of God and ‘how He created and 
formed you to the image of His beloved Son according to the body and to 
His likeness according to the Spirit’ as well as the way he lived, spoke and 
wrote - Francis would say that the only things we own were ‘our vices and 
sins’.  He was not very literate - his Latin was bad, but he was very            

conversant with the Gospels. 

The best account of Saint Francis’s vision of God is to be found in the last prayer of his               
letter to the entire Order: ‘Almighty, eternal, just and merciful God, grant us in our misery the 
grace to do for you alone what you know you want us to do, and always to desire what 
pleases you.  Thus inwardly cleansed, interiorly enlightened, and inflamed by the fire of the 
Holy Spirit, may we be able to follow in the footsteps of your beloved Son, our Lord, Jesus 
Christ.  And by your grace alone, may we make our way to you, Most High, who live and 
rule in perfect Trinity and simple Unity, and are glorified, God all-powerful, for ever and ever.’ 

Not forgetting that Logos - The Word is also Spirit, what is your vision? 

Leslie, from St Mary & St John’s 
Church, is a member of the 
Third Order of the Anglican           

Society of St Francis  

 

Who or what is God according to St Francis 
 - by Leslie Hemingway 


