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In April, Christians celebrated that great feast of Easter,                     
recollecting Jesus’ resurrection after his death on the cross—           
itself commemorated on the previous Good Friday.  
In the next few months, many Christians will celebrate at least two 
more major festivals—Ascension and Pentecost, with Trinity           
Sunday following on the very next Sunday.   
For many, Pentecost represents the beginning of the Christian 
Church - that distinct moment when the promised gift of the Holy 
Spirit came in a rush and with ‘tongues of fire’ upon the first          
disciples (Jesus’ inner circle) as they gathered at Pentecost, as 
Jesus promised, before he ascended to heaven. 

So, Jesus came to us (Christmas), he taught us about God the Father, was killed as a result 
(among other reasons), rose from the dead to be called Christ/Messiah/Lord/Son of God 
(Easter), and ascended to Heaven (Ascension Day).  However, he promised that he would not 
permanently leave us, but would send the Holy Spirit to be with us always (Pentecost).   
Therefore, in many churches and as a direct result of this three-fold revelation, 
Trinity Sunday is the very next Sunday where we give thanks and praise for God 
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit (or Ghost, if you prefer). 
These next three months will be endless celebrations in our churches. Come and 
join with us! Our Parish Open-air Pentecost Service on 8 June (on the Gorse 
Ride Junior School field) should prove Spirit-filled, to say the least!         Pax!                                                                   
                                                                                                    Rev Mark-Aaron                                                                     

 

Thurs 29 May: Ascension Day Service, 8pm St James’ Church. 

Sun 8 June: Pentecost (Whit Sunday) Open-air Service,11am  

Gorse Ride Junior School field (wet-weather programme). 

Sunday 15 June: Trinity Sunday.          

 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE:      P11 Men’s Group, Tea & Chat, Football, Fund-raising Bingo 
P2 Messy Church     P12 Contrast Youth Group, Fledgelings’ 
P3 Day of Pentecost.  St James’ Day  P13 Family Choices                                              
P4-5 Mission, Charity, World Concern,  P14  Family choices, BfN 
 Green Team, Fairtrade   P15 Prayer and Devotional 
P6 Social & Fundraising    P16 Ministry Team etc  
P7 Music         
P8 Churchyard Gardening Club      
P9 Flowers and Craft at Easter 
P10 Mothers’ Union 

 

Full details of these services                              
will be provided on  

weekly pew/notice sheets 

 

STOP PRESS  

Tuesday 29 April at 8pm,  

St James’ Church Centre 

Annual Parochial  

Church Meeting  



  Newsletter co-editors:  Carolyn Fox, Sally Hamblin 
  Please e-mail items for the Aug-Nov 2014 issue  
  no later than Saturday 5 July to  
  newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk  
  Copies will be distributed to our Churches and Centres 
  from Sunday 27 July.  For those who prefer to follow  
  our Churches’ news online, our Newsletters can be found   
  at parish.finchampstead.co.uk/news/newsletters/ 

A first for the Parish ...  Messy Church 
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Beth Peat and Ashlyn Webster organised and led the first Messy Church session  
in our Parish on Saturday 8 March.   

 Above left: Decorating Easter biscuits.              Above right: Ribbon weaving to make a magnetic palm leaf  
Below left: Results of our four craft activities      Below right: Leading a sung grace before lunch 

Held in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre,  
Vicarage Close, Billing Avenue. 

A crafty time !  A worship time !   
Some family time ! Lunchtime ! 
Next sessions : 11am until 1pm on Saturdays  
10 May, 12 July, 13 September, 8 November.   

 
 

Theme  

for May  

will be 

‘Pentecost’ 

On behalf of the 
members of our 
Churches we would 
like to take this op-
portunity to thank 
Canon John (left) for 

again organising an inspiring se-
ries of pre-Lent & Lenten events.  



1. Day of Pentecost.              2. St James’ Day 
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According to the book of 
Acts, the Church came  
into being on the day of 
Pentecost. As worship-
pers, including the                 

disciples, were fasting and praying in an upper room in               
Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit descended upon them in a violent 
rushing wind that was heard throughout the city. Small flames 
of fire rested upon their heads, and they began to speak in oth-
er languages. As crowds came to investigate the commotion, 
the Apostle Peter spoke to them about Jesus, and thousands 
realised the truth of his words and became followers of Jesus.  

 Pentecost is celebrated on 
the Sunday 50 days after 
Easter (the name comes 
from the Greek pentekoste, 
‘fiftieth’). It is regarded as the 
birthday of the Christian 
church, and the start of the 
church's mission to the world. 
The symbols of Pentecost 
are those of the Holy Spirit 
and include flames, wind, the 
breath of God and a dove. 

With the coming of one of our patronal festivals in July (St James’ 
Day is on the 25th) it seemed appropriate to research what is 
known about St James.  The son of Zebedee and Salome, James 
is styled "the Greater" to distinguish him from the Apostle James 
"the Less", who was possibly shorter of stature.  
We know very little of St James' early life. He was the brother of 
John, probably the elder of the two, and his parents seem to have 
been people of some means. Zebedee was a fisherman on the 
Lake of Galilee, who probably lived in or near Bethsaida and had 
boatmen or hired men, whilst Salome was one of the pious wom-
en who afterward followed Christ and ‘ministered unto him’. Ac-

cording to the social rank of their parents, James and John appear to have been men of ordi-
nary education in the common walks of Jewish life, and had frequent opportunity of coming 
into contact with Greek life and language which were already widespread along the shores of 
the Galilean Sea. 
James is described as one of the first disciples to join Jesus. The Gospels state that James 
and John were with their father by the sea-shore when Jesus called them to follow him. James 
was one of only three apostles whom Jesus selected to bear witness to his Transfiguration (ref 
the window behind the altar in St James’ Church).  Their mother Salome - or they themselves 
- asked Jesus to accord them places on his right and left when he came into his kingdom - at 
which time they also declared themselves ready to drink from the same cup as Jesus, ie, to 
accept martyrdom. The sons of Zebedee are specifically mentioned as being present at one of 
the post-resurrection appearances on the lakeshore of Tiberias, as well as amongst those 
gathered in the upper room after the Ascension.  
The book of Acts records that ‘Herod the king’ (traditionally identified with Herod Agrippa) had 
James executed by sword. He is thought to be the first of the Apostles martyred for his faith.  
James had spent a number of years preaching in Spain before returning to Jerusalem and 
martyrdom.  His followers are believed to have removed his body to Spain where it is said to 
have been buried with two of his own disciples, Athanasius and Theodore, in Compostela.  

St James the Greater 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Agrippa


Mission, Charity & World Concern 
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Christian Aid Week 11 -17 May 2014 
This year's focus on the effects of living in, or fleeing from, 
areas of conflict was included in the Christian Aid                   
presentations in our churches during Lent.  
The money we collect during Christian Aid Week helps               
partner organisations in some of the world's poorest               
countries to enable people and their communities to increase their food production, obtain 
clean water, improve health care and sanitation facilities, and build adequate houses in safe 
places.  
Throughout the world 1.4 billion people live in poverty and 46 million live in places of conflict. 
 

Please pray for the work of Christian Aid, and support the following events in Christian 
Aid Week in whatever ways you can. 
Saturday 10 May — QUIZAID — 7.45pm in St James’ Church Centre. 
Sunday 11 May — CAKE SALE — at St James’ Church Centre. 
Sunday 11 May — Saturday 17 May — HOUSE to HOUSE COLLECTION in the Parish. 
Friday 16 May — STREET COLLECTION outside the Co-op at California Crossroads 

Other charities we support  
In the past few weeks we have been fortunate to have visits and talks from four of the main 
charities that we support through our Annual Giving. These talks have tied in with topics 
which we have been exploring during Lent through our worship, Bible study and lectures.   

Each charity mentioned below/opposite has received a £3,750 donation from the Parish this 
year. 

On 2 March we were delighted to welcome Kim and Kailean Khongsai with  
their lovely daughter Limmy to our Parish (pictured below left with Rev Julie 

and Julia, Chair of Mission Committee).  

Kim and Kailean work for the environmental charity A Rocha, which 
is supported by Church Mission Society. They spoke at services 
at both worship centres, followed by a bring-and-share lunch (see 

below centre and right) in St James’ Church Centre.  

It is hoped to arrange a visit to their project in Ealing later in the 
year to see their work first 
hand. Look out for further  

information on this. 
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At our Lent Lectures, we were treated to an inspiring and challenging lecture 
from a Bible Society representative; enjoyed a talk 
from Rev Hugh Wakeling about the work being done 
by Mityana Charity in Uganda.   

The final presentation was by a representative from    

 CIRDIC who gave a great insight into the wonderful 
work being done at Reading’s Drop-in Centre, St 
Saviour’s Church Hall, Berkeley Avenue. 

It was very good to see how our money is being 
spent and inspiring to hear first-hand about the work of the charities   
which we support through your generosity. 

For more information on all our charities do have a look at our website 

at http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk/community/charities-we-support/.  

Julia Arscott  

(on behalf of Mission, Charity & World Concern Team) 

 

 

Canon Dr Ann Holt OBECanon Dr Ann Holt OBE  

The Green Team   

 

Hugh Wakeling & Hugh Wakeling & 

Jean Ajin (chair)Jean Ajin (chair)  

 

Angela WillsAngela Wills  

Recycling facilities at 
St James’ Church Centre 
and St Mary & St John’s 
Parish Centre   
Recycling boxes are 
available for: 
 Tea, coffee and fruit skins (these are 

composted) 
 Batteries*, Water filters*, tetrapacks, and 

silver foil (go to Tesco) 
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft). 
 Stamps and milk bottle tops (at St Mary 

& St John’s go to WADE; and at St 
James’ to Nine Mile Ride School). 

Please spread the word.     Richard Owen      
 

* Robert Dyas also recycle these responsibly. 
 

SEE PAGE 12 FOR WRAPPER RECYCLING ...                     

The Parish of Finchampstead and California is 
proud to be a Fairtrade Parish.                                  
Both St James’ and St Mary & St John’s 
churches use Fairtrade products for refresh-
ments, and promote Fairtrade throughout the 
year. 
Traidcraft stalls are also held from time to time 
at St Mary & St John’s Church.  And each year 
we join in special events 
for Fairtrade fortnight, with  
our two churches each            
holding a stall after Services 
to promote and sell Fairtrade 
products. 

Fairtrade 

Support your local Christian bookshop 
in Holme Grange Craft Village  

Change of address/telephone/email? 
Please let the  Church Office know if any of your 

contact details change so that we can keep our 

database up-to-date. 

E-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 

or telephone: 0118  973 0133 



Social and Fundraising 
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Friday 18 July - Flower Festival Launch Evening with drinks and nibbles from 7-9pm 
 Saturday 19 July - Flower Festival in Church; refreshments through the day in Church Centre 
 Saturday 19 July - Summer Choir Concert with a finger buffet, 7.30pm 
 Sunday 20 July - Church Tower will be open from 2pm, with cream teas in the Centre and 

games and stalls on the lawn. 
We are also hoping to have a WW1 
Exhibition in the Centre throughout the  
weekend and would be delighted to hear  
from you if you have any memorabilia we  
could include in the display. Timings for all  
the weekend events will be confirmed a  
little nearer the time. 

News from St James’ Social and Fundraising Committee 
8 February 2014 – ‘Decades of Delight’  
Once again our winter Musical Evening or Not the Christ-
mas Concert as it has affectionately been called was a 
huge success.  Around 140 people squeezed into the           
Memorial Hall where we were enjoyably and melodically 
entertained throughout the evening.  Our thespians and 
singers ranged in age from teenagers to octogenarians, 
and the music varied, as the title of the concert suggests, 
from WW1 songs, West End Musicals to Rock Bands. The 
fish-and-chip supper was very welcome on such a wet and cold February evening. We do 
warmly thank everyone who contributed to such a fun and profitable night and are delighted to 
say that £580 was raised for general church funds with a further £261 from the raffle donated to 
the Syrian Appeal and the Berkshire Air Ambulance.  Remember to book your tickets early next 
year to avoid disappointment.   

More dates for your diaries: 
10 May 2014 - Quiz Aid (for Christian Aid) to be held in St James’ Church Centre – 7.45pm  
29 June 2014 - Annual Church Family Barbecue will immediately follow the 11am Service at 
St James’ Church.  All family members are warmly invited. 
18-20 July 2014 - St James’ Patronal Festival Weekend with Flower Festival - Programme: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audrey Metcalfe with  
Rev Mark-Aaron 
in ’Decades  
of Delight’   

7 September – St Mary & St John’s                       
Patronal Festival 
20 September – Beetle Drive – something 
for all the family to enjoy, both young and 
not so young.  More details to follow. 
4 October - Harvest Supper — details 
nearer the date 

St James’ Social & Fundraising Team: Chris,  
Chris,Gill,Jane,Mo,Nicky,Sarah,Sue,Sue 

St Mary & St John’s Social Team: Marjorie,Pam,Rev 
Mark-Aaron,David,June,Pat,Brenda,Shirley,Janice 

15 February 201415 February 2014——  Annual Parish Barn Dance,           Annual Parish Barn Dance,           
arranged by St Mary & St John’s Social Group,         arranged by St Mary & St John’s Social Group,         
held in the California Ratepayers Hallheld in the California Ratepayers Hall  
 

Dancers of all ages put their moves to the test -
responding to the calling and foot-tapping live  
music of regular band, Saxon Drain. 



 

The final due date for copy for the August-November Newsletter is Saturday 5 July  
and copies will be distributed in our churches and centres from Sunday 27 July.   

Please send your contributions to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk 

St James’ Finchampstead  
Tower Bellringers — We 
have rung for church services 
and on practice nights as usual.  
Rebecca, who is doing her 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh, has 
rung call changes and plain hunt 
with us. The Berkshire, Bucks & 
Oxon WI rang at the Tower in March. 
We practise on Wednesdays from 8– 
9pm and would love to welcome more 
ringers – both novice and experienced. 
Do come along and join us.  
Please call me in advance if you would 
like someone to meet you outside. On 
Sundays we ring from 10.30am for the 
11am service. Tricia Amos,Tower      
Contact. Telephone 0118 973 3747 

 A pastime with a difference —  Did 
you know that Adult and Youth teams 
meet on Monday evenings in St James’ 
Church Centre to ring hand-bells? 
The Finchampstead Ringers (adults) meet from 
5.45 till 7pm. Just £2 a session, and please bring a 
pair of cotton gloves. The Bell Buddies (young 
people) gather at 7pm for an hour’s ringing. If you 
are aged 9 -15 years and would like to learn to play 
these finely-tuned percussion instruments (at no 
charge), contact Meg Hostler, Team Leader, on 
0118 973 1569, for more information 

Members of St James and St Mary & St John’s 
Choirs had enjoyed a visit to Merton College Oxford 
to sing in an RSCM event (pictured right). One of our 
basses, Andy Witting, was chosen to sing a solo part 
which made it even more of a special event. 
At St James on Good Friday our Juniors sang two 
pieces at the 9.30am Service, whilst at 2pm the Choir 
performed the whole of Stainer’s Crucifixion - a      
meditation on the Sacred Passion of our Holy          
Redeemer and a very moving piece of choral mastery.  
Juniors are now embarking on the RSCM ‘Voice for Life’ training programme and this makes it 
an excellent time for any potential new members to join. The age range is 7-16. 
Meanwhile we are now looking forward to Pentecost and our whole-Parish, Open-Air Service 
to be held on Sunday 8 June on the school field at Gorse Ride Junior School. 
If you are interested in joining the St James’ choir, please do not hesitate to contact me via the 
church office or my mobile 0799 0500568. Our rehearsals are on Thursday evenings.            
All abilities welcome.   Janice Devine, Director of Music. 
St Mary & St John’s Choir practises on Tuesday evenings and new members are most                
welcome. Telephone 0118 973 0133 for more information. 

     Music 
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Future Handbell events:  Thursday 3 July from 
2pm: Entertaining elderly folk from local care homes 
at our Tea Party in St James’ Centre. If you can help 
on the day—even for an hour or two—please contact 
contact Meg.  Saturday 8 November pm. Team 
members will ring at the Guildford Cathedral Service. 



Churchyard Gardening Club 
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For more information on any  
activities listed in this Newsletter,  
e-mail the Church Office at                                   
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk,  
telephone 0118 973 0133, or check our          
website at parish.finchampstead.co.uk 

We continued maintaining the churchyard in spite of the rain and wet conditions. Many areas 
had suffered with high water levels and standing water puddles lasting well into March/April,  
which caused problems with burials and interments of ashes. Latterly we broached new            
water-drainage holes in the south wall of the churchyard and dug trenches for drainage pipes 
to the worst areas. If this works well we may lay some more! 
Blowing and raking leaves have taken a large amount of our time during these last months, 
and we have found some aches and pains to show for our work. What a huge amount of 
acorns have fallen this year! 
More recently we have been clearing the brambles and bracken on the right hand side of the 
tarmac drive leading to the church car park - an area which hasn’t been cleared for many 
years. 
We plan to re-stone many of the pathways as some are now almost devoid of gravel. This 
will help the water to drain off the paths, making the footpaths more accessible to visitors. 
The fortnightly green-waste ‘brown’ bin by the churchyard entrance gate is now much used, 
and we are able to successfully recycle its content separately from the general weekly waste 
bin rubbish. 
We have a Tree Care Plan to remove as much of the dead wood as possible from the 
churchyard trees adjacent to or overhanging pedestrian pathways, to guard heads of visitors/
passers-by.  Quotes have been obtained for the high level work, and we can cope locally with 
the lower, accessible branches. 
The south-east churchyard gate and post are in need of some urgent ‘TLC’ and repair, or 
possibly even replacement. 
Churchyard Extension:  We continue our consultation with the Wokingham Borough    
Council concerning our application to extend our nearly-full churchyard and as I write          
we have submitted the environmental reports requested, and expect a decision some time in 
the early summer. 
Location location location: - Rural Finchampstead, self
-catering free accommodation with views! We have resi-
dents in our bird boxes put up by Dave Cox. Well done 
Dave... 
Still much to do with the warmer weather on the way.   
Anyone interested in helping would be most welcome.  
E-mail: ed@sampsononline.co.uk             Ed Sampson 

 

 

Please note: Friday am. and Thursday pm. 

Housegroups  
(generally held in Nine Mile Ride) are taking a 
break.  Members will be advised by e-mail when 
sessions may be resuming.          Francis Moore 

mailto:ed@sampsononline.co.uk


Flowers and Craft at Easter 
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Spring arrived at St James' Church as the 
Flower Team filled the church with blooms for 
Easter Sunday.  The          
arrangements included 
over 35 lilies, sponsored 
by members of the con-
gregation in memory of 
loved ones. It is always 
lovely to see flowers 
back in church after 

their absence during Lent, symbolising a new beginning. 
We now look towards the warmer months and the abundance of            
colours they provide, as well as our Flower Festival in July titled, 'A Century Ago'. 
We always welcome new members whether to water, provide foliage or to help with the     
arranging of the flowers.  Why not come and shadow us and learn a new skill?  Flowers are 
arranged in church 42 weeks of the year so if you are interested please contact Denise     
Adams via the Church office or on 07910 637509, e-mail: deeseadams@hotmail.com. 

 

 
And at St Mary & St John’s 
Church, flowers and Easter 
gardens lovingly created lay  
at the foot of the altar (left). 
Below: the making of the  
Easter gardens. More info on 
SMSJ Flower Team is availa-
ble from Marjorie Stalker or 
Ashlyn Webster via the 
Church Office, 0118 973 0133 



Opportunities to get together 
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Finchampstead & California Mothers’ Union 1914-2014 
It is almost 100 years since our Mothers' Union Branch started in  
Finchampstead.  It was reported in the Parish magazine in March 1914 that an initial meeting 
would be held when Mrs Dodds from Wokingham would speak to any interested women.  Mrs 
Dodds promised 'to advocate the claims of the Mothers' Union intended for Godly mothers of 
all classes'.  The April magazine reported that 19 women had attended and there were subse-
quent enrolments.  Thereafter regular quarterly meetings were held.  We look forward to cele-
brating our centenary throughout 2014. 
Cake stalls during Lent - The total raised is almost £200 ~ 
very many thanks to everyone who has helped and support-
ed our Overseas Fund.  We are very grateful to Jessica 
Meads for baking and selling beautiful cakes to support our 
fundraising, as part of her Duke of Edinburgh's Award Pro-
ject. Right: Sarah Owen pictured with Rev Stephen Thatcher, Padre 

at Aborfield Garrison and speaker at Womens’ World Day of Prayer 

Future Dates Local meetings for 
women and men are 
held on the second 
Thursday of each 

month at 2pm in St 
James’ Church   

Centre, usually with  
a speaker and 
 afternoon tea 

Thurs 8 May, 2pm Branch Meeting. Speaker from Thames Valley &  
Chiltern Air  Ambulance. 
 

Mon 12 May, 11am Committee Meeting. 
 

Wed 14 May,10am Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

June Evening Meeting ~ to be announced. 
 

Thur 12 June, 2pm Branch Meeting including Wave of Prayer. 
 

Wed 18 June,10am Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

Thur 10 July, 2pm Centenary Service in Church followed by a Cream Tea, Birthday Cake &  
    raffle.  Jean Vaughn, our deanery leader, will be with us. 
 

Wed 16 July,10am Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

Advance Notice ~ Thursday 14 August Visit of our Diocesan President Gillian Johnson, and 
Mary Sumner Lunch. 
All our meetings and services are held in the Church Centre unless otherwise stated.   
Everyone is most welcome to attend.                                           Sarah Owen, Branch Leader. 

 

A MOTHERS’ UNION ‘SPECIAL’    

Open to all …. 
PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW 
 

Thursday 13 November, 2pm, St James’ Church  
Centre. A presentation by Jennifer Allison, Curatori-
al Officer at the REME Museum; based around the 
Museum’s exhibition ‘Horse drawn war’ ... 

 

First  
World War 
Centenary 

Tuesday 8 July, 10.30am  
Service of Thanksgiving for  

Audrey Moore in St James’ Church 
which will be largely centred on the 

Mothers’ Union of which Audrey was a 
long-serving member.  Followed by            
refreshments in the Manor House. 



MEN’S GROUP An opportunity for men, both within and outside our church congrega-

tions to meet together spiritually and socially.   
If you require information about our Group or further details on our meetings shown below, 
please contact Harry Row, telephone 0118 973 0556 or e-mail: harryrow@btinternet.com 

  
Wednesday Meet at the Parish Centre for our Annual  
21 May    Evening Walk. A walk in the local area for  
   about 1 hour finishing at a local hostelry.  
   Please note new date due to holiday 
 

Saturday  Reading Men’s Breakfast Meeting Anniversary Event   
14 June  (includes Ladies) - ‘Christianity in a Collapsing Culture’ 
                    Speakers: Lyndon and Celia Bowring, CARE (Christian Action, Research &  
   Education) Venue to be advised. Further details will be circulated later but  
   please keep this date clear for this special meeting. 
 

Thursday  Men’s Barbecue 7pm at 50 Matthewsgreen Road. Ladies invited.  
31 July  Thanks go to Martin for holding this event and making it  
                 a happy social occasion. 
 

We do hope you will be able to attend all/some of our events 

More opportunities to get together 
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Copies of this News-
letter are available at 

Church and the  
Centre.  Please take 
one for those unable 
to collect their own 

 

From 2 till 3.30pm 
on the 2nd & 4th                 
Tuesdays of the 
month in St Mary 

& St John’s Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.   
A social occasion for anyone living locally to pop 
in, sit down and relax over a cup of tea, cake and a 
friendly chat.  Everyone, all ages, welcome.   

  Friends of St James Finchampstead  

Fund-raising  

BINGO Evening 
Friday 20 June  
 

7-9 pm St James’ Church Centre 
 

 £2.50 single person ticket; £10 per       

family ticket  -  to include 4 games, tea/

coffee/squash/cake. Wine 

(donations).  Plus heads & tails 

and raffle.  Children-friendly 

event.  For tickets, contact Sarah Verdin, 

e-mail: sjverdin@googlemail.com or      

telephone 0118 973 2561. 

Why not come along?   
Every Wednesday at Yateley School 
Sports Hall from 8 - 9pm.  
Dads of all ages and capabilities join 

together for a game of indoor 5-a-side 
football. Very informal and FUN !  Make friends; 
support one another during the frenetic times of 
being a Dad; hone your football skills; Dads’           
quarterly social get-togethers, eg, at a local curry 
house; Summer picnic/barbecue for the family. 
More information e-mail: kevinli4877@hotmail.com 

Dads’  
Football 

If you have not found what you are looking for, 
or need more information about times, venues, 
etc, please contact the Church Office, by        
e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 
or telephone 0118 973 0133 



 

The spring term was very busy with some 
Contrast members and friends presenting 
a Lent Lecture and facilitating completion 

of an Ionian-style service on the 
night in various workshops.  
Well done to Paige White, Jack Clayton, Anna Kenning-
ton, Stevie Kennington, Sharon White, Barbara Brice, 
Sam Brice and Lemuel Lucan-Wilson for either leading 
on the night or preparing the Lecture. 
Our final term starts back this Sunday 27 April, although 
there will however be no session on Sunday 1 June  

during half-term week, nor on Fathers’ Day, 15 June.  The final meeting of the summer term is 
on Sunday 6 July. 
Contrast is open to all young people who 
attend attend secondary school or college. 
We open from 6-30pm until 9 most Sun-
days in term time, as advertised. Our group has a Christian ethos and is where young people 
can have fun, buy tuck including paninis and hot chocolate. We are currently running a young 
leaders’ training programme.  
Contact Cathy Clayton on 07936 885948 or email her: catherine.clayton@btinternet.com  
for more information. 

CONTRAST 
Youth Group 

   

 or on our web page at parish. 
finchampstead.co.uk/groups   

Young People, Toddlers & Babies 
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Fledgelings’ was as 
busy as ever last term. 
We’ve had lots of fun 
with the toys and story 
times, as well as having 
eaten quite a lot of           

biscuits!   We also had a visit from Quench Christian 
Bookshop.  And a great time was had by all at our  
pancake races on Shrove Tuesday, and also hunting for 
chicks and making treats after our Easter service with Rev Mark-Aaron. 
This new term promises to be just as hectic. Summer is on its way (we hope!) and with it 
comes our annual Sports Day where each of the children moving up to School will receive a 
Leaver’s Certificate. We look forward to seeing Quench again, and are in the midst of plan-
ning our summer-holiday Teddy Bears’ Picnic which will come around before we know it! 
(Likely to be 29 July but date is still to be finalised—please check pew/notice sheets, our  
website, or email: beth@peat,me.uk) Do come along and join in the fun!  
We meet on term-time Tuesday afternoons,1.45—4pm, and you will be assured of a warm 
welcome. There’s a host of new friends to be made, old friends to catch up with and a team 
of mothers there to listen, empathise, or even just hold your little one while you drink your tea.  

St James’ Fledgelings  
Toddler & Baby Group 

 

Pancake Race 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NuIIXWrf5kSzJM&tbnid=MpGpuTykj1Ip3M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.herndonrocks.com%2Fsponsor.php&ei=WpfpUa79CMao0QWlpIHQCg&psig=AFQjCNGRuLGcSY6OM03u--2rsYhSwl_ciQ&ust=13743495301869


Sunday mornings at St James’ Church  

There will be a 9.30am Family Service and an 11am Communion Ser-
vice every Sunday but also some different formats and extra groups to 
cater for all ages of children. 

BREAK OUT (age 7-11) 

9.30am, Church Centre - 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th 
Sundays in term time.  This group caters for 
key-stage two children of those families who   
prefer to attend the 9.30 Family Service with 
their younger children. On the first Sunday in the month, the focus will be 
on an activity such as sport, craft or a ramble through the Churchyard; on 
the second Sunday there will be café church – croissants etc whilst 

watching an appropriate DVD eg, ’What’s in the Bible?’ followed by a discussion on the issues 
raised; the fourth Sunday will be devoted to ‘Thinking Stuff Out’ and uses ‘Side-by-Side with 
God’ written by Yvonne Morris, Children’s Adviser to The Oxford Diocese. 

JUNIOR LEADERS (age 11+)  9.30am, Church Centre 
—1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays in term-time 
This group caters for Young People in the early years of secondary 
school who need to build up a portfolio of voluntary work for their 
‘Record of Achievement’ folders. They will be given training on key lead-
ership skills and have their own dedicated session on two of the Sun-
days each month; and help with BREAK OUT on the other Sundays. 

KIDZ CAFÉ (age 3 - 8) 10.45am, Church 
Centre—1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th term-time Sundays 
 Kidz Café is for children aged 3-8 years with stories, DVDs, games,  

activities, crafts and refreshments. It’s great fun! The children will join with Junior Contrast for a 
brief act of worship led by a member of the Ministry Team; they will be taken into Church                     
towards the end of the 11 o’clock service. 

JUNIOR CONTRAST (age 8+)  10.45 am, Church Centre - 1st, 3rd, 4th, 
5th term-time Sundays  Intended to be a fun youth group for children 
over the age of 8, and to lead on to membership of CONTRAST (the 
group for those at secondary school which meets on Sunday evenings at 

6.30pm). The young people will join the main service at the offertory. 

Family choices 
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And a choice for families at St Mary & St John’s  
THE SUNDAY BUNCH—9.30am (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
 For children from birth up to young people, with toys and   
   books always available for the very young 

     Activities in groups or as a whole follow the theme for the day, and include craft, games, 
 discussion and sometimes food. We join our families in the Service, just before Communion.  

(cont’d  overleaf) 

 WELCOMING, 

VARIED, FUN 

REMINDER 
The All-Age Commun-
ion Service has moved 
to the 2nd Sunday of 
the month. Therefore 
there will be no Kids 
Café or Junior Contrast 
on this day, but there 
WILL be on the 1st 
Sunday instead.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://faithinourfamilies.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/logo2.jpg&imgrefurl=https://faithinourfamilies.wordpress.com/about/&usg=__guAkEIjBWC7QgjgMLml0XykBgdY=&h=362&w=350&sz=30&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=37jKxisrjTyyaM:&tbn
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A choice for families at St Mary & St John’s  - continued 

ALIVE@11—(1st Sunday of the month) 
 An informal all-age service with active 

participation by all age groups  
 Tea & coffee from 10.30am when there 

are also craft activities for children.  
 Lots of fun for all 

FAMILY COMMUNION—9.30am  
(3rd Sunday of the month) 
 A Communion service with a difference  
 Children are involved in all aspects of the worship 
 Activities for them as well as toys for the little 

ones. 

Breastfeeding Centre at 
St James’ Church Centre, Finchampstead. 
Tuesdays 12.30–2pm. Come along for               
support and information or just tea and a chat. 
Bumps, babies, siblings & mums welcome!   (If you need a 
lift, there will be a hot drink for partners/parents/friends too!)    
Supporterline 0300 100 0210 available 9.30am–9.30pm  
365 days a year. Website: www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk 

Please 
don’t bin it 
when you 
can recy-
cle for charity… Either 
give to Gill Coombs 
who is collecting the 
packaging (shown 
left) or add to collec-
tion box in St James’ 
Church Centre kitchen 

Put even less in the rubbish bin …! 

To contact the 
Church Office,  
e-mail office@ 
stjames.finchamps
tead.co.uk,   
tel 0118 973 0133,  
or check our web-
site, parish. 
finchampstead. 
co.uk  

Our most valuable gift ...Our most valuable gift ...  

… is our good example… is our good example  



 

Prayer and Devotional 
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If you are interested in 
joining the Parish Bible  
Reading Notes scheme, 
contact Chris Markham  
tel: 0118 973 3238; e-mail: 
markham@longwaterfs.co.uk. 

Through Him all things were made by Leslie Heminway 

Did you know that in December 2013, the European Space Agency’s Gaia telescope was 
launched to catalogue and monitor a billion stars in the Milky Way, our galaxy.  It is on a five-
year mission and is also to photograph the Milky Way in 3-D. Wow!      
Ponder on this: At all times the Anglican Franciscans on entering Church or before saying  
Morning Prayer wherever they are, say the following prayer:  
‘We adore you most Holy Lord Jesus Christ here and in all your churches throughout the 
world, and we bless you because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.  Amen’ 
And from Hebrews 2.5-9 we learn that: ‘God did not subject the coming world, about which we 
are speaking, to angels. But someone has testified somewhere, [from Psalm 8] ‘What are  
human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? You have 
made them a little lower than the angels; you have crowned them with glory and honour,          
subjecting all things under their feet.’  Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing 
outside their control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see 
Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and  
honour because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 
everyone’.   
But we also know from The Gospel of John that ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people’.  And from the Epistle to the Colossians 
that ‘He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in 
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 
or rulers or powers - all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is           
before all things, and in him all things hold together’.       Wow again! 
                And so from 40 days of Lent to 40 days from Easter to Ascension Day 

Prayertime  A small, 

friendly, relaxed group of peo-
ple meet in my home on the 
fourth Wednesday of each 
month to pray for issues which con-
cern us, both globally and personally. 
Rev Hugh Wakeling, Sharon White 
and I take turns to lead the evening, 
and the shape takes many forms.  
Anything shared within the group is 
confidential.                 Paula Vicary.             
e-mail: paulavicary@googlemail.com 

 

Ladies Breakfasts  We meet half-termly on 

a Saturday morning, 8.45–10.15am for fellow-
ship, prayer, contemplation, chat and continental 
breakfast.  A very sociable bunch, we welcome new-
comers of all ages. Dates/venues from Church Office.  

mailto:markham@longwaterfs.co.uk
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Page 16 

Rector Rev Julie Ramsbottom 0118 973 2102 

COMMUNION AT HOME               

If you or anyone you know is 

unable to get to St James’ or 

St Mary & St John’s Church 

for a period of time and would 

like to receive Communion at 

home or in hospital, please 

contact the Church Office to 

advise. Thank you 

Associate Priest Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 

Associate Priest Rev Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 

Curate Rev Brynn Bayman  

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott  

 

Churchwardens:               
St James                                    

Mrs Nicky Alder 0118 973 4904 nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk 

Mr Richard Peat 0118 976 0402 richard@calusari.com 

Churchwardens:          
St Mary & St John                

Mrs Sharon White 0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com 

Mr Dave Moore 0118 973 6436 davemoore10538@gmail.com      

 

 

Commit to meeting needs of the sick, 

lonely, bereaved, housebound 

Attain highest standards in listening, 

confidentiality and 
response 

Respect for those  

supported regardless  
of religion/faith values 

Encourage by example 

 

At 
time 
of  
going 
to 
Print 
on 
26/4 

Communion before  
Confirmation? 
Information sheets have been available 
and two meetings  have been held (in 
January and February) giving the background 
and reasons for the raising of this question. 
A questionnaire has been circulated recently to 
allow views to be expressed, and there will also 
be an opportunity to ask questions following a 
presentation at the Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting which will be held on 29 April at 8pm in 
St James’ Church Centre.  

 

May we all extend a BIG WELCOME to Hannah Brooks who will be joining the Parish as 
Curate early in July.  Her ordination will be in Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford on 5 July—more 

information about this to follow.  Hannah is in her mid-twenties and is engaged 
to Matt who she met seven years ago.  They are to be married at St John’s 
Church, Crowthorne in September. Hannah enjoys strategic board games, 
films, amateur astronomy and is also a big football fan. Passionate about          
social justice she has been involved in a number of projects in college, as well 
as writing a dissertation on the issue of human trafficking. Hannah trained for 

ordination in Oxford for two years, having done a theology degree at Cardiff University prior to 
that.  Having lived in nearby Crowthorne for most of her life Hannah, with Matt, is looking for-
ward to this new and exciting chapter in their lives, living and working in our Parish. 

 


