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Letter from Rev Mark-Aaron  
 

  

They say that jumping out of a perfectly good airplane is not 
sane, not …rational.   
That’s what they say… I say it is a leap of Faith! 
 
On the 16th of October, I’m doing just that, and for the first 
time!  It is a fund-raising skydive in support of the Church 
Mission Society or CMS.  It may appear whimsical; it may  
appear like a stunt.  But, remember the recent Ice Bucket 
Challenge?  Didn’t you or someone you know get caught up 
in the spirit of giving, through a bit of fun, for that appeal? 
 
Giving has always been a higher good than receiving; even  
at a basal level, when we are looking after ourselves, for #1,  
it is a sacrifice to give to others in need, too.  But, imagine 
someone who cannot gather or amass as many apples as we 
can [perhaps we know a better formula or technique]; when 
we were hungry or thirsty, we could have really benefitted 
from an extra apple or blanket on a cold night from someone 
who happened to have five or six in the airing cupboard! 
 

I’m not asking you to join me in this leap of Faith;  that  
wouldn’t be sane or rational. ;-)  

 

Rather, join me in the giving spirit!  Please continue generously supporting our Harvest , Re-
membrance & Christingle charities, our local Foodbanks, and other initiatives such as Simple 
Lunch.  Or, take a leap of Faith and sponsor my jump! 
 

But, by all means, give more than you receive, for heaven’s sake! 

 

Revd. Mark-Aaron Tisdale 
mark-aaron@finchampstead.co.uk                
0118 973 0030  

Sponsorship forms are on the Mission notice-
board at SJ Church Centre or go to: https://
my.give.net/ParaRevd to sponsor me. 

Also keep an eye on the notices for a date in 
September when all teddy bears are welcome to 
do their very own sky dive from the SJ tower! 

Does he know what he’s letting himself in 

for?  This has to be worth a good bit of 

sponsorship money!   Editor. 

mailto:mark-aaron@finchampstead.co.uk
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2015 
Thank you very much to everyone who has supported CA this year. With our help, and many 
others like us, CA helps change lives for some of the world's poorest and most disadvantaged 
people. Loko in Ethiopia now has a cow and some goats giving her and her family improved 
food, income and status. It really helps others like her and victims of natural disasters and 
emergencies (as in Nepal, Burundi and South Sudan recently) when we give our prayers, 
time, talents, money and support to CA's work 
through its partner organisations and its campaign-
ing for action on climate change and tax dodging by 
multinational companies. You can find out more on 
www.christianaid.org.uk. 
Together in this year's CA Week we raised £2595.50, 
of which £1376.81 was from the House to House 
Collection, £400.03 from the Street Collection, 
£499.66 from Church collections, £135 from the 
Cake Sale and £184 from Quizaid 

Dave Moore’s Coast to Coast cycle Challenge for Prostate Cancer UK 

I will be cycling between Whitehaven to Tynemouth as part of the Coast to Coast Chal-
lenge between 13th and 15th August in aid of Prostate Cancer UK. 

Please help me raise funds for Prostate Cancer UK by sponsoring me via my Virgin Giving 
web page  uk.virginmoneygiving.com/DavidMoore27 

Prostate cancer is the most common cancer in men and every year 10,000 men die from 
the disease. 

Prostate Cancer UK fights to help more men survive prostate cancer and enjoy a better 
quality of life.  Thanks in advance for your support. Dave Moore 

Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fox 
The final due date for copy for the Dec 15—Jan’16 Newsletter is Monday 9 Nov.  Please 
send your contributions to  newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk.  Copies will be distributed in 
our churches and centres from Sunday 29 November. We are trying to encourage more 
people to read the newsletter online as you can see the full colour version there.  If we 
have your email for church business, you’ll get a link before this date.  Thank you. 

 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/DavidMoore27
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Go Green   

Recycling Boxes at 
both Church Centre and  
Parish Centre for: 
 Tea, coffee and fruit 

skins (these are com-
posted) 

 Batteries*, Water filters*, tetra packs, 
and silver foil (go to Tesco) 

 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft). 
 Stamps/ milk bottle tops (SMSJ’s go to 

WADE; SJ’s to Nine Mile Ride School). 
Please spread the word.     Richard Owen      

 

* Robert Dyas also recycle these responsibly. 
~ 

It is now possible to recycle even more, ie: 
 Coffee bags/sachets from any make of 

beans, ground or instant coffee 
 Coffee jar lids 
 Any sweet biscuit wrappers 
 Any Tassimo cartridges & bags. 
 Flip top lids (only) from washing 

up bottles etc 
 Trigger spray tops from Liquid 

cleaner bottles 
Please either hand these items to Gill 
Coombs or add them to her collection box 
in St James’ Church Centre kitchen. 
 

 

The Parish of Finchampstead  
and California is proud to be a  
Fairtrade Parish.                                   
Both St James’ and St Mary &  
St John’s churches use Fair-                        
trade products for refreshments.   
They promote Fairtrade throughout the year 
by holding occasional stalls selling fair-
trade products after services.   
During Fair-trade Fortnight 2015 total sales 
and orders were £320-78. 

 

Change of address/

telephone/e-mail? 

Please let the Church 

Office know if any of 

your contact details 

change so we can 

keep our database  

up-to-date. E-mail: 

office@stjames. 

finchampstead.co.uk, 

tel: 0118 973 0133 

 

The Simple Lunch 
is a joint community 

venture between our own Parish and 
Finchampstead Baptist Church, which 
started in March 2014.  Volunteers serve lunch at 
a minimal cost in St Mary & St John’s Parish 
Centre on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month be-
tween 12 and 1.30pm. 
Meanwhile Tea & Chat continues as before on 
2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons between 2.00 
and 3.30pm in the Billing Avenue Centre, where 
folk can drop in for a chat, a cuppa and cake.   
The Finchampstead Food Bank is now up and 
running as a satellite of Crowthorne Food Bank 
(CFB).  The Parish’s donated items are usually 
taken to the CFB twice a week and at the same 
time food packs are collected for delivery to 
needy folk in Finchampstead.  The packs are  
given in exchange for vouchers which are            
obtained through local schools, medical and 
health care centre, children’s centre, community              
workers and churches. For more information on 
these schemes, please contact the Church Office  

 

Support your local Christian bookshop 
in Holme Grange Craft Village  

Simple Lunch, Tea & Chat, Food bank 

Crowthorne Foodbank is 
at:: 

Vineyard Church Centre, 
25 Wellington Business 
Park, Dukes Ride, 
Crowthorne, RG45 6LS.  
The opening hours are Mon 
and Thurs 12—2 
Details of their present re-
quirements are posted from 
time to time on our website. 



The Group, which has a Christian ethos 
and meets in St James’ Church Centre, 
is the place where young people can 

meet together and have fun with help from James, our Youth Worker, 
and our curate Rev Hannah.  It is open to those from Year 6-8  on Sun-
day evenings during term-time from 6pm till 7.30pm.   
For details of special events, check out  Facebook, our website (parish.finchampstead.co.uk) & 
the weekly pew/notice sheets. 
‘The Tuesday Night Thing’—a  monthly group for those in years 9—13 is normally on 
the first Tuesday of each month, (N.B. September’s will be on second Tuesday) meeting 
from 7—8.15pm at Rev Hannah’s house. Speak to her or James for details. 

CONTRAST 

Young People, Toddlers & Babies 
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Fledgelings is a wonderful group for babies and toddlers to meet, 
play, and grow together. Mothers’ Union members provide drinks 
and a listening ear to parents/carers and there are lots of opportu-
nities to have fun with your children. Each week there are stories 
and crafts and special services in the church at Easter, Harvest & 
Christmas, as well as some outdoor activities in the summer.   

Fledgelings meets from 1.45—3.45pm in term time at St James’ Church Centre.  More details 
from Beth Peat: beth@peat.me.uk 
Don’t forget the Teddy Bears’ Picnic on 18 August from 11.30am—2pm 
Bring a picnic and a teddy. Entertainment by Children's Themed Parties. Come & join the fun! 

St James’ Fledgelings  
Toddler & Baby Group 

 

 

Mums with babies under six weeks 
who live in Wokingham district may 
be able to access 1:1 support via 
‘phone/text/home visit from the 
West Berkshire Peer Support Ser-
vice. If you know a new mum who 
needs help please encourage her to 
contact us - tel: 07501 466818, e-
mail readingpeersup-
port@breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk. 

St James’ Church Centre Breastfeeding Drop-in Group          
Tuesdays 12.30 – 2.00 pm.   

Come along for support and information or just tea and a chat.   
Bumps, babies, siblings and mums welcome!  

        (If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for partners/
parents/friends too!)                                                                                              

 

Did u know? 

BfN support lots of breastfeeding groups 

in Berkshire and beyond – at least 15 in 

Berkshire. To find groups for families 

and friends visit 

www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk/

breastfeeding-help/breastfeeding-

support/ 

Supporterline 0300 100 0210 available 

9.30am – 9.30pm 365 days a year 

website  

www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NuIIXWrf5kSzJM&tbnid=MpGpuTykj1Ip3M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.herndonrocks.com%2Fsponsor.php&ei=WpfpUa79CMao0QWlpIHQCg&psig=AFQjCNGRuLGcSY6OM03u--2rsYhSwl_ciQ&ust=13743495301869
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If you need more information on any items in this newsletter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead. 
co.uk, telephone: 0118 973 0133, or check our website: parish.finchampstead.co.uk       

AT ST JAMES’ 
During 9.30am Service 
Breakout (age 7 - 11) 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays in term-time.    Leader : Karen Remmington 

This is proving to be one of our most popular clubs with a different             
format every Sunday in the month that it meets. 
1st Sunday : sport, craft, outside activity 
2nd Sunday : café style with a DVD, eg, the extremely  popular                
‘Veggie tales’ 

        4th Sunday : ‘Thinking Stuff Out’ 
 

Junior Leaders (age 11+++) 1st,2nd,4th,5th Sundays in term-time.  
Leader: Sam Khan 

This group is for young people in the early years of secondary school. 
They are following the CPAS Growing Leaders—Youth Programme.  
 
 
 

During 11.00am Service: 
Kidz Café (age 3 – 8) Every Sunday in term time: 10.45am-11.45am  Leader: Lisa Spooner 

  This group is also growing in numbers of regular attendees and is 
much appreciated. The sessions are based upon the Roots               
material linked to the Sunday readings and involve stories, games,   
activities, crafts and refreshments. The children enter church just           
before communion; and present their work just before the final hymn. 
 

 
Junior Contrast (age 8+)Every Sunday in term-time. 10.45am  

Leader : Revd Mark-Aaron.   Young Leader : Bertie Munn 
Intended to be a fun, action-filled youth group for children over the age 
of 8, and leading on to membership of CONTRAST (our senior youth 
group which meets on a Sunday evening).  
 

 
AT ST MARY & ST JOHN’S 
The Sunday Bunch 9.30am, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 
 For children from birth up to young people, with toys and books always available for the very 

young 
 Activities in groups or as a whole follow the theme for the day, and include craft, 

games, discussion and sometimes food. We join our families in the Service, just 
before Communion 

 

 

WELCOMING,VARIED, FUN 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://faithinourfamilies.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/logo2.jpg&imgrefurl=https://faithinourfamilies.wordpress.com/about/&usg=__guAkEIjBWC7QgjgMLml0XykBgdY=&h=362&w=350&sz=30&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=37jKxisrjTyyaM:&tbn


Family choices cont’d + Stained Glass Windows 
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A choice for families at St Mary & St John’s  - continued 
 ALIVE@11—(1st Sunday of the month) 
 An informal all-age service with active 

participation by all age groups  
 Tea & coffee from 10.30am when there 

are also craft activities for children.  
 Lots of fun for all 

FAMILY COMMUNION—9.30am  
(3rd Sunday of the month) 
 A Communion service with a difference  
 Children are involved in all aspects of worship 
 Activities for them as well as toys for the little 

ones. 

Held in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre,  
Vicarage Close, Billing Avenue.* 

A crafty time !  A worship time !   
Some family time ! Lunchtime ! 
Next sessions: 11am until 1pm on Saturday  

12 Sept and 14 Nov.  
 

Messy Church is a way for all ages to come together and to  
worship through lots of different activities. Sessions are held on the second Saturday of every 
other month, where we meet to do crafts together (varying from flower arranging and making 
paper airplanes, to decorating biscuits and using play dough), followed by a short worship 
time – and lunch!  
For more information e-mail Ashlyn Webster: ashlyn@web-hq.com or Beth Peat: 
beth@peat.me.uk 
*St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre, Vicarage Close, off Billing Avenue,  Finchampstead RG40 4JW 

 Themes and  

activities are 

linked to the 

seasons and 

special church 

festivals  

Saturday 

FRIENDS OF ST JAMES' FINCHAMPSTEAD 

MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE 

After the annual Friends' evensong on 7 June 2015 I gave a talk in Church 
about the Stained Glass windows. This was prompted by the damage done to 
them last year and my feeling that we take them too much for granted. Re-
search has brought all kinds of interesting information to light. I have pre-
pared a brief introductory guide and some  suggestions for other local church-
es with related stained glass to visit. In due course I hope to produce a more 
detailed guide, and I already have copies of lots of documents for the archives. 
I'm planning to give a repeat of the talk soon - please let me know if you 
might be interested - and I hope to offer a quick tour on St James' Day. 
 

Canon John 



St James’ Finchampstead Tower Bell Ringers -  
Practice nights continue to be well attended, our numbers swelled by regular visitors 
from Binfield and Sandhurst Towers, who are very welcome and who have helped us 
to ring Grandsire Doubles, Little Bob Minor and Cambridge Minor methods. We are 
hoping for good, clear weather for the tower visits at the Patronal Festival and also the 
August weddings! 

We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm – 9pm and would love to welcome more ringers – 
both beginners and experienced. Do come along and join us. Please call me in advance if 
you would like someone to meet you outside. On Sundays we ring from 10.30am for the 
11am service. 
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact, 0118 973 3747.  

 

St James’ Choir News 
The choir have been busy as usual.  Since Easter, the Juniors have been catching up with 
their theory work, preparing for their tests to achieve new ribbons. This also warrants a pay 
rise for each chorister as they become much more proficient at singing. We put a lot of energy 
into training Junior choir members and for any child it is a great experience to be part of such 
a dedicated choir. 
A new choral anthem book has been purchased and we are learning a new Anthem every 
month from that, so please listen out for those new songs of worship during Communion. We 
are also introducing a new hymn once a month. The whole tune will be played through before 
the congregation is expected to sing, in order to get a feel for the music. 
Some adult members are now considering entering for further RSCM Awards and I hope to 

update you on successes nearer to Christmas. 
Many attended an RSCM training day and we 
plan to attend a Choir Festival in October as 
well. 
We are also entering 2 Junior Choristers for 
BBC Chorister of the Year, so fingers crossed. 
We are so blessed and fortunate to have such a 
committed choir at St James, new members are 
always welcome.  
Please contact me (Janice Devine) at 
Dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 

     Music 
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If you have not found what you are looking for,  or need more information about times,  
venues, etc, please contact the Church Office, by e-mail:  
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk   or telephone 0118 973 0133 



A new Course 
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My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit... 
John 15:8 

 
A new course, exploring what it might mean to be 
‘fruitful’ for God in everyday life. 
Open to all, newcomers as well as those who attended 
our previous course ‘Faith on the Frontline’  
Explains and develops the ‘frontline’ theme. 
Sessions include a short DVD, Bible passage and op-

portunities for discussion and prayer. 
Join us on Monday evenings at SJCC 

7.45 for 8.00 - 9.30pm  
14/9, 28/9, 19/10, 9/11, 30/11, 11/1, 25/1, 8/2 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Feedback from our previous ‘frontline’ course 
(Faith on the Frontline) 

What did you particularly like about the course? 
Thought provoking DVD and discussions.  
The opportunity to get to know others better.   
Ideas to take away and consider.   
Easy going; no pressure to speak if you didn’t want to. 
 

To what extent has the course changed the way you think about your frontline(s)? 
I realise there is great value in the little everyday things and even these can bring glory to 

God.   
I am more alert during the day to how I can show God’s love and Jesus’ ways.   

I value what I do everyday more and appreciate there are different ways of serving God.  
I am more conscious of God’s presence in the everyday happenings of life and am grateful 

for that – it offers a sense of peace. 
 

Would you recommend other people to attend ‘Faith on the Frontline’? 
Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Yes.  Yes. 
Definitely.  Definitely.     (based on 10 responses) 
 

For more information, speak to members of the Growing Living Faith team –          

Canon John, Revd Hannah, Janet Clements, Kate Meads, Emma Howe & Karen 

Remmington, or contact the Church Office (9730133) 



 
Would you be interested in learning about the  

basics of the Christian faith in a relaxed setting 
alongside a group of other people? 

 
Christianity Explored is an informal 7-week course for 
people who'd like to investigate Christianity.  Looking 

at Mark's gospel, it explores who Jesus is, why he came, and what it means to follow him.  
Each session includes lots of discussion, focus on a short Bible passage and DVD. 
Whether you have previous experience of Church, Christians and the Bible, or none at all, 
this course could be for you. 
 

Following a couple of enquiries we are considering offering Christianity Explored 
again this autumn. If you might be interested or would like to know more, please  
contact the clergy, the church office or members of the Growing Living Faith (GLF) 
team (Canon John, Revd Hannah, Janet Clements, Kate Meads, Emma Howe or Karen 
Remmington). 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

SUMMER SERMONS 

Following the series of talks about the Holy Spirit this Spring, our 

sermons in August will focus on Fruits of the Spirit. 

After a general introduction on 26 July, the topics will be -  

2 Aug: Joy and Generosity;    9 Aug: Peace and Faithfulness;  

16 Aug: Patience and Self-control;    23 Aug: Kindness and Gentle-

ness;   30 Aug: Love. 

Opportunities to learn more 
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Where do people go when they die? What is the resurrection of the body? What does heav-
en look like? Can we communicate with those who have died?  
On 5th October we welcome Revd Dr Joanna Collicutt to lead us in discussion about life after 
death. The evening will take the format of a talk followed by informal discussion over coffee 
and cake.  
Two weeks before this, on 21st September there will be a similar style event called 
‘GraveTalk’. This is a Church of England initiative that encourages us to consider end of life 
questions such as: How would you like to be remembered? What do you think death means? 
Have you considered planning your funeral service? 
All are welcome to both or either of these events, designed to get us thinking about the reali-
ty of our own deaths, and what follows.  
For more information please speak to Revd Hannah or Revd Mark-Aaron. 



Opportunities to get together 
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Finchampstead & California  
  Mothers’ Union  
 

2015 ~ Theme for the year ~ “United in Prayer” 
Future Dates* 
 

Thurs Aug 13th   12.30 for 1pm  Mary Sumner Lunch* in SJCC  - profit to AFIA (holidays 
for disadvantaged families) and raffle for Overseas Fund 

 

Weds Aug 19th     10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 
 

Thurs Sept 10th   2pm        Branch Meeting with talk by Sue Turner, The Almshouses  
     Association: history of national & local almshouses.  Also  
     chance to buy cards etc from the MU Enterprises Table 
 

Mon Sept 14th   2 - 4pm     Committee Meeting. 
 

Weds Sept 16th  10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on  
        Mothers' Union. 
 

Thurs Oct 8th   2pm Branch meeting with speaker from  
       The Children’s Society. 
 

Weds Oct 14th   10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on  
         Mothers' Union. 
 

Monday Oct 26th  10.30am Committee Planning Meeting. 
 

Thurs Nov 12th  2pm Branch meeting with speaker Tony Buckle  
      on ‘A woman’s lot in rural Africa.’ 
 

Weds Nov 18th   10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 
All our meetings & services are held in the Church Centre unless otherwise stated.   
Everyone is most welcome to attend.                           Sarah Owen, (Branch Leader). 

Local meetings for 
women and men are 
held on the second 
Thursday of each 
month at 2pm in            

St James’ Church  
Centre, usually with   

a speaker and 
 afternoon tea 

 

 

Ladies Breakfasts  We meet half-termly on a Saturday morning in the Church Cen-
tre, 9  - 10am (setting up from 8.45 and clearing up from 10 for 
those who can help) for friendly chatter, continental breakfast and a 
‘thought for the day/week’.   
We welcome newcomers of all ages. Next Breakfast dates are 12 
Sept and & 7 Nov.   Let me know if you are coming so I can provide 
enough food.  Then come along and get to know other ladies a little 
better.  carolynfox@aol.com  01189732262  07779724090 



Opportunities to get together/Parish Vision 
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From 2.00 till 3.30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the 
month in St Mary &  St John’s Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.   
 A social occasion for anyone living locally to pop in, sit 
down and relax over a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.   
Everyone, all ages, welcome.   

Tea And Chat  

 

.   

Arranging flowers in church week by week except Advent and Lent; 

plus flowers for the major festivals in the church year, weddings and 

other celebrations. 

Help is always welcome whether arranging, watering, providing  
foliage, fund raising etc. If you would like to join us 
please contact Denise Adams via the church office. 

St James’ Flower Arrangers 

The Flower Arranging Team at St Mary & St John’s would also welcome new members. 

 Parish Vision for the next 3 years—The PCC held a Vision Day on 6th June with the help 
of a facilitator and other members of the congregation to start to formulate a Parish Vision 
for the next 3 years.  We came to the conclusion that our top 5 values are:  
 To nurture and develop faith 
 To be outward looking and focussed upon mission – get out there!! 
 To proclaim Jesus – ‘whole person discipleship’ (head, heart, hands or thought, word, 

deed) 
 To give the best possible welcome 
  To enable the diversity of our congregations whilst all looking and pulling in the same di-

rection 

Vision Prayer  (asking God to help us work out how better to put all these into practice) 
God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church, send your Holy Spirit to 
give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions and power to our witness. Help our 
church to grow in numbers; in spiritual commitment to you; and in service to our  
local community and beyond. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



    THE FIRST OF THE BEATITUDES  by Leslie Heminway 
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The gospel reading for Sunday 7 June was in part a reading from Matthew chapter 5.  Jesus 
taught the Beatitudes for his followers. This invitation to life is given to everyone, not just the 
Apostles. The invitation is given to all the baptised, all of the faithful. 
 
My Immediate understanding made me realise that we are called to have a spirit of generosi-
ty with the goods of this world, as well as a real detachment, so that the material world does 
not consume us, and we are called to make the person of Jesus and his holy Gospel our first 
priority, freeing us to do good with all that we have.  The first of the Beatitudes is about the 
‘poor in spirit’. The poor in spirit are those who frankly recognize how insignificant they are 
before the mysteries of the universe and its Creator. They don’t let their own accomplish-
ments and abilities blind them to their mortality and vulnerability. They don’t fool themselves. 
 
But beware as an important part of the Gospels for St Francis was the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ 
and he wrote on the first of the Beatitudes as follows: 
 
'Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the Kingdom of heaven is theirs.' There are many who, ap-
plying themselves insistently to prayers and good deeds, engage in much abstinence and 
many mortifications of their bodies, but they are scandalised and quickly roused to anger by 
a single word which seems injurious to their person, or by some other things which might be 
taken from them. These persons are not poor in spirit because a person who is truly poor in 
spirit hates himself, and loves those who strike him on the cheek. 

 Rev Mark-Aaron will be following 
the example of another famous 
clerical figure. 
  

Does anyone recognise who this 
is? 
  

There will be a small prize for the 
first person to email me with the 
correct answer (full name & title)
by Aug 16th. 
     The Editor 
newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk  

 



Churchyard News & Gardening Club 
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Copies of this           
Newsletter are  avail-
able at our Churches 
and Centres.  
Please take one for 
those unable to  
collect their own. 

THURSDAY - CHURCHYARD GARDENING CLUB: 
Well the summer (must be - it’s really hot today!!!) is here and we are getting on with a 
number of jobs both in the upper and lower churchyard, hopefully without getting wet or 
frostbite!!! 
 

Some of the paths still need some attention where we have already started to put more 
stones down where they have slowly got rolled in and where the puddles congregate. Un-
fortunately most of the old drains are well blocked up and the drain lines themselves not in 
good order... 
 

Dave and Laurie continue to do a great job not only in the churchyard but also in the wider 
Manor House grounds. Chris’s flowers, not to mention the 6 foot growing Sunflowers, all 
around the car park walls are doing really well and giving a lot of colour to cheer you up as 
you park your car…  Still there is always a lot to be done… John Coombs has been busy 
repairing/replacing the B&W tiles inside the ‘Bell’ memorial area adjacent to the main path-
way…  
 

Churchyard Extension:  This ‘Change-of-Use’ application to the WBC is still not finally ap-
proved, but hopefully we are close to conclusion enabling us to get started on the hard 
work of; clearing, ground preparation, and grassing, etc… We are hoping for final approval 
of the Landscape Schema plan over the next few weeks. 
 

We have raised over £5,000 so far for the work in-
volved and offers for; Replacement Trees, Bench 
Seats and Donations towards a ‘Gazebo’ have al-
ready been received… Very many thanks to all who 
have contributed… 

 
 

Any help most welcome. 973 2069 or 
ed@sampsononline.co.uk  Ed Sampson 

 
 

John Coombs in action      Lots of Colour to the South (best seen on 
       the website) 

mailto:ed@sampsononline.co.uk
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Report on visit to Southall by Julia Arscott, chair of Mission Committee 
On Saturday 20th June, seven members of our congregation made a visit to see the commu-
nity projects that Kim & Kailean Khongsi are involved in. Kim and Kailean work for an envi-
ronmental charity called A Rocha - a Christian charity working for the protection and restora-
tion of the natural world (http://arocha.org.uk).  They are also supported by CMS ( Church 
Mission Society), which is one of the charities which we support through our Annual giving 
program (see our website), and so, through them, we have established the link with Kim & 
Kailean.  

The main site which we visited was Wolf 
Fields, which is a three-acre site in Nor-
wood Green, Southall, which until re-
cently was used for dumping rubbish, 
drug related activities and alcohol 
abuse, not ideal for a plot of land imme-
diately behind a local primary school. 
Having removed 54 tons of rubbish, bot-
tles etc. and with the help of many local 
volunteers, they have transformed this 

area into a beautiful site with native fruit trees, 
paths with information boards, vegetable patch, 
sensory garden, a wild flower meadow, bird 
watching,  and soon to arrive – beehives, a 
pond and pond dipping platform. This truly is a 
multi cultural, multi faith project with whole fam-
ilies getting involved, and has transformed an 
ugly area into something all local people can 
enjoy, and a great educational area for local 
schools.  
Several times a year open days are held and 

we will keep you informed of the next one 
– probably in the autumn. This would be a 
great opportunity for members of our par-
ish to visit and would be very suitable for 
families. We will let you know when we 
have a date but we would really like to en-
courage you to come along to see how our 
money is helping a community.  
 
 

http://arocha.org.uk


Congratulations to Rev Hannah on her Priesting and for her first Eucharist Service 
which she took on Sunday 5th July.   To help celebrate with Hannah there was a Bring 
and Share lunch at St James, with bucks fizz and a yummy cake.     At the lunch  
Hannah was presented with some gifts and a collection towards her portable  
communion set from both congregations at SMSJ and SJ. 
 

 

Rev Hannah’s priesting + Prayertime 
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If you are interested in joining  
the Parish Bible Reading  
Notes scheme, contact  
Chris Markham, telephone: 
0118 973 3238; e-mail:  
markham@longwaterfs.co.uk. 

Prayertime  A small, 

friendly, relaxed group of 
people meet in my home on 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month except December to 
pray for issues which concern us, 
both globally and personally.  
Revd Hugh Wakeling and I take 
turns to lead the evening, the 
shape of which takes many forms.  
Anything shared within the group 
is confidential.  
Future Dates: Aug 27th , Sept 24th, 
Oct 22nd and Nov 26th  2015 

Paula Vicary.   
E-mail: 
paulavicary@googlemail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

  

mailto:markham@longwaterfs.co.uk


Ministry Team 
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Rector Revd Julie Ramsbottom 0118 973 2102 COMMUNION AT HOME               

If you or anyone you know is 

unable to get to St James’ or 

St Mary & St John’s Church 

for a period of time and would 

like to receive Communion at 

home or in hospital, please 

contact the Church Office to 

advise. Thank you 

Associate Priest Revd Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 

Associate Priest Revd Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 

Curate Revd Brynn Bayman  

Curate Revd Hannah Higginson  0118 973 4393  

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott  

Youth & Family Worker Mr James Lawbuary  

 

Churchwardens:               
St James                                    

Miss Joanne Myall 07908757254  joannemyall@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr Ed Sampson 0118 973 2069 ed@sampsononline.co.uk 

Churchwardens:          
St Mary & St John                

Mrs Sharon White 0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com 

Mrs Marjorie Stalker 01344 779636 marjoriestalker@hotmail.com 

 

Commit to meeting needs of the sick, 

lonely, bereaved, housebound 

Attain highest standards in listening, 

confidentiality and 
response 

Respect for those  

supported regardless  
of religion/faith values 

Encourage by example 

 

.   

A prayer for the summer 
 

Gracious God, we pray for our clergy and oth-
er leaders, that they may enjoy some rest and 
relaxation away from parish duties and come 

back to us refreshed and re-invigorated for the 
challenges of leading Your Church. 

We ask your blessing on everyone in our par-
ish. We pray for happy holidays, safe travel, 

closer relationships and friendships, a watchful 
eye on those who are in any sort of need and 
Your peace and protection for us all. In Jesus’ 

name we are bold to pray. Amen   

Can Someone help? 
We  still urgently need a Press/Publicity Officer to get articles about our churches and 
parish events into the media.  Talk to Richard Peat if you feel you can help with this. A link 
to the New Wokingham Paper would be especially good as a minimum. 
 

Children’s & Youth ministry— more volunteers urgently needed to help on a Sunday 
morning  or a Tuesday afternoon, with a new midweek kids’ club which we are hoping 
to start in September. If you can help (even just once a term), please talk to James or 
email jameslawbuary@yahoo.com  
 

SMSJ Office Volunteer needed 2—3 hours a week. Contact Marjorie or Sharon above. 


