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Introduction 

On behalf of St James’ Church, Finchampstead we would like to 

assure you of our love, support and prayers following your recent 

bereavement. 

This booklet is intended to guide and help you as you make the 

important decision regarding the final resting place of your loved 

one and how we at St James’ can support you. 

We hope that it will give answers to questions that you may not have 

thought of and therefore avoid future unnecessary distress to you 

and your family. 

A full copy of the Oxford Diocese Churchyard Regulations and 

Memorial Application forms are downloadable from the Oxford 

Diocesan website: oxford.anglican.org/registry/churchyard_regs.html 

Pastoral Visitors 

At St James’ we have a number of pastoral visitors who visit those 

who would welcome a friendly ear at times of illness or difficulty. If 

you think this might be helpful, please contact the Parish Office for 

a visit to be arranged. You can take advantage of our visitor service 

for as long or as short a time as you decide. We do not call 

unannounced and all the visitors have identity cards. 

 

Parish Office 

St James’ Parish Office 
The Manor House 
Church Lane 
Finchampstead 
Wokingham RG40 4LU 
Telephone: 0118 9730133 
Email: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 
Website: stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 

Leaflet produced by the parish office incorporating the Oxford Diocese 

Churchyard Regulations, and in conjunction with All Saints Wokingham. 
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Burials (including the burial of ashes) 

If your loved one lived in the ecclesiastical parish of St James or was 

a member of the church here and you wish for him/her to be buried 

in the churchyard, this can be arranged. All parishioners, not just 

those closely associated with the church, have a right in law to be 

buried in their local churchyard if room permits. 

Unfortunately we cannot permit anyone who did not live within the 

parish boundaries or worship at the church to be buried in St James’ 

churchyard, unless the burial is to be in an existing family grave, as 

the churchyard is nearly full, and space must be kept for 

parishioners in the future. There is a map in the church porch or 

contact the rector or the parish office for clarification. Some rare 

exceptions may be made to this rule, for ashes only, if your loved 

one had a strong past connection with St James’ church. 

Please bear in mind the following regulations as these may affect 

your decision. The burial (including the burial of ashes) in the 

churchyard is your loved one’s final resting place. Any request to 

rebury elsewhere in the future is likely to be refused, so please 

consider this carefully before proceeding. 

 

Marking the Plot 

Memorials: Stones, Tablets and Plaques 

There is no automatic right in English law to erect any memorial or 

place anything in a churchyard. A churchyard is very different from a 

local authority cemetery, and the rights of individual parishioners 

are strictly limited. 

A memorial should respect its surroundings; not impose an 

unreasonable burden of upkeep on future generations; and the 

inscription should be appropriate to the setting. As a churchyard any 

memorial must be compatible with the Christian religion and 

inscriptions should be simple and reverent. 
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Permission has to be sought from the Chancellor of the Diocese of 

Oxford before anything permanent is placed on a grave. For 

convenience, the Chancellor authorises the Incumbent (the 

Rector/Priest-in-Charge) to give permission for the erection of a 

memorial, which must be of an approved size and design. No 

permission will be given for the erection of a memorial or ledger 

until six months after the date of burial or interment to allow for the 

settlement of the excavated ground. 

To avoid unnecessary distress later, it is very important that, before 

the stonemason begins work on any memorial or additional 

inscription, an application for approval is sent to the Parish Office 

marked Memorial Application by the legal personal representative or 

executor of the deceased with the appropriate fee, and that the 

stonemason has received the signed approval from the incumbent. 

The memorials are not the responsibility of the Church. They belong 

to those who purchased them and therefore the church does not 

insure or maintain them. If the memorial becomes unsafe we will if 

necessary lay the headstone flat on the grave to ensure the safety of 

everyone using the churchyard. We will attempt to contact the 

family to advise them that the memorial requires attention. 

Therefore if you change address from the one on the application, 

you may wish to notify the Parish Office. 

Toys or other similar ornaments may be left at the graveside for a 

period of twelve months after the burial or interment. They must 

then be removed by the family or by the incumbent after sensitive 

consultation with the family. However please avoid glass vases or 

ornaments as these easily get broken and can be dangerous to those 

maintaining the churchyard. 
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St James Churchyard – Main Entrance 

 
 

Churchyard East – Main Path 

 
 

Churchyard Water Taps / Cans  
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Typical Setting for Ashes 

 
 

Recommended Plaque for Ashes 
(Note; Stone size, material and lettering)  

 
 

Recommended Plaque for Ashes  
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Recommended Headstone for burial 

(Note; Stone size, material & lettering)  

 
Typical Setting for Burials 

 
Typical Setting for Burials 
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Old churchyard – South/East view 
 

 
Preaching Cross – Strewing of Ashes 

 

 
The Church – South/west View 
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Materials 

Under the revised Diocesan regulations of 2005, memorials are made 

of natural stone with a non-reflecting surface in keeping with the 

area and are either headstones, most often 1070mm (3ft 6 inches) 

high by 900 mm (3ft) wide by 150mm (6 inches thick), or when ashes 

are buried in a grave space tablets which are set flush to the ground 

and do not exceed 460mm (18 inches) by 460mm (18 inches). The 

ashes plots along the churchyard wall are 4 bricks wide and any 

plaque fixed there must be within this space – a maximum of 330mm 

(13 inches) by 150mm (6 inches). The ashes plot should not extend 

more than 330mm (13 inches) from the wall. 

The following are not permitted: 

 The use of marble, synthetic stone or plastic 

 The use of black, blue or red granite 

 The use of polished or painted stone 

Base and foundation slab 

A memorial must be inserted sufficiently into the ground to ensure 

stability or be supported by a pre-cast concrete shoe. 

 Due regard must be paid to the nature of the ground and the 

problem of settlement 

 A headstone may stand on a stone base, provided that it is an 

integral part of the design and does not project more than 

50mm (2 inches) beyond the headstone in any direction 

 Up to two vases are permitted, provided that they are integral 

to the base. In this case, the base must project no more than 

150mm (6 inches) 

 Foundation slabs must not be visible 

 The headstone must either be set into a below-ground shoe or 

be connected to its base by non-ferrous dowels. 
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Design 

A memorial need not be rectangular in shape. Curved tops may be 

preferable to straight edges. It must be no larger than 1200mm (4ft) 

in height from the ground, 900mm (3ft) in width and 150mm (6 

inches) in thickness and no smaller than 75mm (3 inches) in 

thickness.  

The following are not permitted: 

 The use of kerbs is not permitted 

 The use of any form of chippings, fencing, railings, chains or 

glass shades 

 Memorials in the shape of a heart or cross 

 Photographic and etched images 

 Any statues or carved images including armorial bearings, 

crests or figurative sculpture 

 Videos or sound recordings of the deceased 

 No form of lighting is allowed 

 No advertisement or trademark may be inscribed on a 

memorial, although the mason’s name may be inscribed at the 

side or the reverse in unleaded letters, no larger than 13mm 

(1/2 inch) 

 Individual gardens, fencing or shrubs are not permitted, 

although the incumbent may permit the planting of a few bulbs 

or annuals within the grave/ashes space 

 Plastic or artificial flowers are not permitted except: 

o Remembrance Day poppies or Christmas wreaths; these 

must be removed after a period of one month 

o Silk flowers, appropriate to the season; these must be 

removed when they become faded or bedraggled 
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Inscriptions 

Inscriptions must be simple, reverent and theologically acceptable; 

they may include appropriate quotations from the Bible or literary 

sources. 

 Inscriptions must be incised or in relief. Plastic, lead or other 

inserted lettering is not permitted. Hand–crafted letter-cutting 

is welcomed and encouraged (see the examples given in The 

Churchyards Handbook and in Memorials by Artists) 

 Inscriptions which contain large amounts of poetry, or any 

sentiment which appears to be addressed to the person who 

has died are not permitted 

 Diminutives, nicknames or pet names may be used in addition 

to baptismal names; they should normally be included in 

inverted commas within the name of the deceased at the 

discretion of the incumbent 

 Additions may be made to an inscription at a later date 

following a further interment in the same grave or for other 

suitable reasons. Any such addition must be separately 

authorised by the incumbent and the lettering, layout and 

wording must be consistent with the original inscription 

 Deletions to an inscription must be authorised by the 

incumbent 

 

Service of Commemoration and Thanksgiving 

Once a year at the end of October/beginning of November, St 

James’ Church holds an All Souls service. During this service we 

remember all those in the parish who have died in the last year and 

others by request. An invitation will be sent to you to attend the 

service and/or add your loved one’s name to the roll call read out 

during the service. Details of the service are advertised locally 

(posters, parish magazine and Finchampstead magazine), on the 

church website or are available from the parish office. 
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Fees 

Fees are payable to Finchampstead Parochial Church Council for: 

 A funeral service 

 A burial (including the burial of ashes) 

 The placing of a memorial or addition of an inscription to an 

existing memorial 

 Certain register searches 

 Certified copies of register entries 

These fees are not fixed by the parish but are approved under the 

authority of Parliament by the Parochial Fees Order. 

There are separate amounts payable directly to the organist and the 

verger when a service is held in church. 

We will confirm with the funeral directors all the fees payable and 

they will then pay us directly and put these amounts on your final 

funeral account. 

 

Helen Taylor Churchyard Trust 

A trust fund has been built up because of the generosity and 

forethought of a previous parishioner, Helen Taylor, which pays for 

the grass to be cut regularly and the whole churchyard to be 

maintained to as high a standard as possible. Churchyards are often 

referred to as God’s Acre and we at St James are committed to 

keeping this part of God’s Kingdom as a place of peace and beauty 

for all who use it, for you, your family, other bereaved families and 

those visiting out of interest or seeking consolation. 

Therefore we hope that you will work with us by complying with 

these regulations and maintaining the special atmosphere of this 

country churchyard now and for years and generations to come. 

 


