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Points of No Return
CONTROVERSY

Background:
• Jesus has caused controversy since the beginning of his 

ministry
• He has caused controversy both by what he said from 

the beginning of his ministry(‘the time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God has come near’ Mk 1:15) and did 
(first of all, cures a man with an unclean spirit who calls 
Him ‘the Holy One of God’ Mk 1:24)

• He angers the religious authorities so much that almost 
from the beginning of Mark (Mk3:6) the Pharisees and 
the Herodians are conspiring to destroy Him.

• Now having ridden into Jerusalem and, being angry,  
‘cleansed’ the Temple ( at the heart of Jewish religion) 
he begins to teach 



Teaching in the Temple

His teaching falls into 7 sections:
1. The parable of the wicked tenants- rejection v1-12
2. A trick question about paying taxes v13-17
3. Another trick question about the resurrectionv18-

27
4. A question about the law  v28-34
5. Jesus asks a question about David’s son v35 - 37
6. Jesus attacks the teachers of the law v38 - 40
7. The widow’s gift v. 41 -44



The Wicked Tenants

Questions to ponder:
• Has God been sending us, personally and 

corporately, messages we ignore?
• Which voices have you done your best not to 

hear?



A trick question about paying taxes

Questions to ponder
• Were the crowds amazed by the authority of 

Jesus’ reply or by his cleverness?
• What aspects of life today are people tempted to 

believe to be separate from matters of faith?



What about the resurrection?
Questions to ponder

• What do you think Jesus
meant when he said that the
Sadducees knew neither
the Scriptures nor the power
of God? What’s the power of
God?

• How does God reveal his 
power today?



What about the law?

Questions to ponder

• Does our concern for our
neighbour really exceed
our concern for what 
happens in church on a Sunday morning?

• When many Christians have strong views about 
what worship should/shouldn’t be like what does 
this passage say about our priorities?



Jesus asks a question

Questions to ponder:

• Who do you say that Jesus is?
• Is it important that Jesus is both Son of David 

and Son of God?
• Why?
• What questions do you have about Jesus?



Jesus attacks the teachers of the Law

Questions to ponder:
• Why does Jesus focus so

much on hypocrisy?
• What would he say to us about this?
• In what ways are we hypocritical?
• How can we change?



The widow’s gift

Questions to ponder:

• God gave us Himself. How much
are we prepared to give to Him?

• Do we give out of our superfluity
or do we give sacrificially?
• What should our discipleship cost us?



Why?

Why did Jesus provoke controversy?
• ?Because he enjoyed needling people?
• ?Because he thought that the religious  

leaders of the people were barking up the 
wrong tree and leading people astray?

• ?Because he thought that his people, 
especially the clever and well-off, had become 
insincere in their religious observance?

• ?To get attention?



Controversy

1. What is your reaction to these stories in 
which Jesus is so controversial?

2. Does this portrayal of Jesus as angry and 
controversial appeal to you or not?

3. What would Jesus speak out about to us 
today in twenty-first century Britain?

4. What is Jesus saying to you?



Quotes on Controversy

The ultimate measure of a man is not where he 
stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but 
where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy.                       Martin Luther King

I think controversy is not always a bad thing. Jesus 
was controversial. It's through controversy that 
people often wake up and smell the coffee and say, 
'What's going on here? Do we need to rethink 
something?'                        Kirk Cameron



…and Courage

Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the 
form of every virtue at the testing point, which 
means, at the point of highest reality. A chastity or 
honesty or mercy which yields to danger will be 
chaste or honest or merciful only on conditions. 
Pilate was merciful till it became risky. 

C.S. Lewis



Nineteenth & Twentieth Century controversies 

about Jesus and his message

• The kernel and the husk – is there an essential Gospel 

message that links us with the early Church but that 

needs to be expressed and presented differently in 

different times, places, and cultures? (Separating the 

Jesus of history from the Christ of faith)

• For Adolf von Harnack it was fundamental to 

distinguish between that which is essential in the 

message of Jesus and that which is incidental and 

bound by the historical circumstances in which Jesus 

lived. For Harnack the essence of Christianity is this : 

‘the fatherhood of God, the infinite worth of the 

human soul, and the ethical ideal of the kingdom of 

God within believers’. What’s missing from this? 



Jesus’ message

•
The heart of Jesus’ message?

Love God with every fibre of your being
Love your neighbour as yourself

What’s missing from this?



Who is Jesus?

Jesus Christ who lived, died, and rose 
again from the dead promised that all 

who believe in him would inherit eternal 
life

For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have 

eternal life. John 3:16


