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1. Welcome & Prayers 

Rev Canon Julie Ramsbottom welcomed the 43 attendees who had signed the attendance sheets (as well 

as 3 other clergy) and opened the meeting with prayers. Canon Julie checked that everyone had signed the 

attendance sheets and seen the papers for the meeting which had been issued by email on 16th April, put 

on the church website or been available in church for those without known email for the last two Sundays. 
 

2. Apologies 

The secretary, Carolyn Fox, read out apologies from Janice Allen, Richard Arturi-Thomas, Angelina 

Arturi-Thomas, Corinne Bellaby, David Booth, Barbara Brice, Maurice Driver, Chris Driver, Louise 

Goldring, Martin Hughes, Chris Ilsley, Ivy Kelly, Judy McLaren, Shirley Moore, Doreen Newton, Mo 

Nottage, Sarah Owen, Richard Owen, Beth Peat, Karen Remmington, Pat Row, Marjorie Stalker, 

Yvonne Stanley, Carol Stocker, Paula Vicary, Anne Wolton, Felicity Workman. 
 

 

3. Explanation of Vestry Meeting 

Canon Julie explained that this first meeting was for the election of Churchwardens.  All those on the 

Church Electoral Roll and anyone on the civil electoral roll because of residence in the parish were 

entitled to vote.  
 

4. Ministry Team Report 

Using the Church Growth Audit started at the 2014 APCM, Canon Julie revisited and gave her updated 

assessment of the different areas: 

a) Having a Clear Vision & Purpose – she felt this had improved from 7.3 to 8 being well 

embedded in Ministry team and PCC committees but still required the wider congregation to be 

more involved. 

b) Growth -  Down from 7.3 to 7.0. Canon Julie admitted some disappointment, although the 

picture was variable. There was emphasis on nurturing the current congregations, particularly 

Family services. 

c) Being willing to Change and adapt – a marked improvement from 7.5 to 8.5. Canon Julie 

referred to a ‘can do’ mentality which has enabled the parish to embrace challenges e.g St 

Eligius. 

d) Assigning roles to Lay People as well as Ordained Clergy – Canon Julie felt this was another 

area of significant progress (8.3 to 8.8) and she was under no allusion of the dependence of 

parish life on the generously donated talents of so many people. 

e) Actively engaging Children and Teenagers – Canon Julie assessed this should increase from 8.0 

to 8.8 and she paid tribute to the inspiring work of Rev Hannah and James Lawbuary, our Youth 

and Family Worker. A testament to their Ministry was the 17 young people confirmed yesterday. 

f) Actively engaging with those who might not go to Church/ Good welcome and follow up to 

visitors – Canon Julie assessed this as increasing from 7.1 to 7.5 particularly referring to the 
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ongoing clergy visiting to every house in the parish. Rev Hannah was particularly successful 

here. 

g) Committed to Nurturing New and Existing Christians – Canon Julie assessed this as improving 

from 7.7 to 8.25, paying tribute to the tireless work of the Growing Living Faith Team.  

h) Leadership – Canon Julie did not feel it was her place to re-assess the 2014 score of 8.9 but she 

paid tribute to the whole Ministry Team whom she had the privilege to lead. This was greeted 

with loud applause.    

  

5. Agreement of Minutes of 2016 Vestry Meeting 

Canon Julie referred to the minutes of the 2016 Vestry Meeting which were in the Information Packs    

Richard Peat proposed and Jo Myall seconded that they should be accepted as a true record.  This was 

unanimously agreed and the minutes were signed. 
 

6. Election of 4 Churchwardens, two for each worship centre 

Canon Julie advised that the notices about the election had been in the two worship centres for the 

required period.  The elected churchwardens, two for each worship centre, would have responsibility for 

the whole parish; they would be ex officio members of the PCC and Charity Trustees.  She referred to 

the extensive list in the ‘Duties & Responsibilities of churchwardens’ document.  Nominations had to be 

in writing before the meeting and she was pleased to announce that she had received four such 

nominations: 

For St James’ -  

Joanne Myall, proposed by Carolyn Fox and seconded by Lindsay Van den Burg; 

Ed Sampson, proposed by Jo Myall and seconded by Richard Peat; 
 

For St Mary & St John’s -  

Dave Moore, proposed by Marjorie Stalker and seconded by Sandy Godfrey; 

Marjorie Stalker, proposed by Dave Moore and seconded by Pamela Smith. 
 

She therefore declared these four people duly elected.  Sharon White who had served six consecutive 

terms would remain in post until Dave was formally admitted to office by the Archdeacon. 
 
 

 

7. Thanks. 

Canon Julie expressed thanks to the four churchwardens (Marjorie, Sharon, Joanne and Ed) who have 

worked so hard over the past year and to the newly elected churchwardens. The meeting showed its 

appreciation with applause.  

The newly elected churchwardens and Sharon were invited to join Canon Julie at the front. 

 

As there were no questions, Canon Julie declared this Vestry Meeting closed. 

 

 

Approval 
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