
beautiful blue-green planet. We, God’s Church, cannot stand apart 

from the rest of God’s creatures in judgement or indifference. We 
are deeply part of one other across the globe, and when one part 
suffers, we all do. We are made complete by one other. We are 

called to be communities of kindness, gentleness and generosity. 
(From a reflection by Olivia Graham - for the full text see: 
oxford.anglican.org/mission-ministry/projects/towards-a-common-

vision/a-compassionate-church/) 

What does it mean to be a courageous Church? 

Things to think about 

 In what ways do embarrassment or diffidence prevent us 
telling other people the good news about Jesus? What are the 

ways in which we as a Christian community could equip one 
another to overcome this embarrassment and diffidence? 
 What are the implications of wanting to obey God more than 

eating or drinking? 
 How willing are we to suffer for our faith? 
 How can we as individuals, or together as a church, help to 

reconcile people to one another? What are the risks of trying to 
do this, and are we willing to take them?  
 How might we make a difference in our local communities 

through seeking justice and working for peace? 
 What kinds of activities could we undertake more effectively 
with other churches than on our own? 

 What could or should we do about the large number of new 
residents arriving on our doorstep? 
 To what extent do we accept that the church is more likely to 

decline than to increase? If we expect decline, what should we be 
doing about it? 

A final thought 

Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the form of every 
virtue at the testing point, which means, at the point of highest 

reality. A chastity or honesty or mercy which yields to danger will be 
chaste or honest or merciful only on conditions. Pilate was merciful 
till it became risky. (C.S. Lewis) 
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The Bible passage chosen by Bishop Steven to focus the call is the 

Beatitudes. 

 

Matthew 5:1-10 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and 
after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he 

began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. 

 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 

children of God. 

 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 
Taking this further 

 

What does it mean to be a Contemplative Church?  

Things to think about 

 In the midst of a suffering world, how might we be sustained 
by joy and hope? 

 In what ways should we value and search for wisdom and 
understanding? 

 What are the different ways in which we can pray? How 

might we develop a pattern of life that finds time for prayer 
of a type that suits us? 

 How can we be Good News to a world that is short of time? 

 Where might we find silence in which to give God a chance to 

speak to us? 
 What are the ways in which we might listen better to 

ourselves, to others, and to God? 

 Are we listening for God's call to us? To what extent does our 
(over)activity give us an excuse to avoid doing that? 

 What do you think about the idea of wrestling with God? Is it 

part of our lives, or an offensive or inappropriate idea, or 
something you've never thought about? 

A final thought 

Contemplation is the only ultimate answer to the insane and unreal 
world that our financial systems and advertising culture and our 

chaotic and unexamined emotions encourage us to inhabit. To learn 
contemplative practice is to learn what we need so as to live 
truthfully and honestly and lovingly. It is a deeply revolutionary 

matter. (Rowan Williams) 

 

What does it mean to be a Compassionate Church? 

Things to think about 

 How should we live out our faith as Christian disciples in acts 
of kindness and generosity? 

 How could we listen more closely to our local community and 
the wider world? 
 How can we identify with the lost, the least and the last? 

 How might we act together to serve the poor, feed the 
hungry and welcome the stranger? 
 In what ways could we be more tender and gentle with one 

another, bearing one another’s burdens? 
 How should we not only mourn for the suffering in the world 
but also take that suffering seriously in practical ways? 

 How might we be better stewards of and carers for the earth, 
and take action for justice and peace?  

A final thought 

We are called to be a more compassionate Church, and it begins 
with deep down knowing that we are each loved and precious to our 

Creator, every single one of the roughly 7.5bn souls who inhabit our  


