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When the Area Deans of Berkshire gathered last Autumn we came up with the poster 

above as a way of making the Beatitudes more accessible by posing questions which might 

help us to become more whole-hearted in our faith. For it seemed to us that at the heart of 

the Beatitudes is the call to put Jesus at the centre of ourselves and everyone and everything 

around us. ‘Contemplative’ is a difficult word for some, because it can be seen as introspec-

tive and navel-gazing, but it is about knowing our need of, and thus making space for, God – 

‘being’ and not ‘doing’ – and not being afraid of silence whilst all the time listening for God’s 

call. Hence we might begin by asking ‘What speaks to my heart?’  Being ‘compassionate’ is 

not just about being empathetic with those who suffer but by lamenting it in all its forms re-

sults in a desire to take action to try to relieve suffering and its causes.         (cont’d overleaf) 
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 Rector’s Letter  
 

 Called to be Christ-like 
       CONTEMPLATIVE .  
 COMPASSIONATE.  
 COURAGEOUS. 
As I write this letter many of us 

are engaging with Bishop Ste-

ven’s call to study the Beati-

tudes and to consider what it 

might mean for ourselves, our 

parish and our Diocese to be-

come more Christ-centred, as 

part of a process of forging a 

new vision for the next seven years. What do you make of 

the Beatitudes -  those eight sayings in Matthew’s Gospel at 

the start of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-10) where 

Jesus calls the poor in spirit; those who mourn; the meek; 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness; the merciful; 

the pure in heart; the peacemakers; and the persecuted 

‘blessed’(or fulfilled or complete)?  Many people see them as 

a self-portrait of Jesus, which are to become the qualities of 

Jesus’ people, the Church, in every generation. Yet the Beati-

tudes can be very challenging and sometimes make us feel 

inadequate, because they can seem impossible goals to live 

up to. So how can we approach them? 



Rector’s letter; New Messy Church 
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The final due date for copy for the Aug ’18/ Nov ’18 Newsletter is Monday 2nd July .  Please 
send your contributions to  newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk.       Copies will be distribut-
ed in our churches and centres from Sunday 29th July and be on the website IN COLOUR 
by that date.            Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fox 

 
  
                       

 

 Rector’s Letter—cont’d from Page 1 
 One way of approaching this afresh is to ask ourselves ‘What breaks my heart?’ 

Finally if we are ‘courageous’ we are whole-hearted and put our heart and soul into every-
thing we think, say and do, so we might ask ourselves – ‘What makes my heart beat fast-
er?’ 

Do please then look again at the Beatitudes and notice which you need to attend to 
most at this moment and the reason why. If you have any thoughts about how our parish or 
diocese might become more contemplative, compassionate and courageous please get in 
touch with me – we will be feeding back our thoughts to the diocese in due course.  

                                                                        Canon Julie 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 Messy Church at St Eligius’ Community Church 
As part of the plan to serve the new communities in Arborfield Green we re-launched the St 
Eligius Family Service on Easter Sunday as a Messy Church.  
If you’ve not been to a Messy Church event before, we start with a selection of different 
craft activities – so for our first Messy Church amongst 

other things the children made a 
“stained glass” cross out of tissue 
paper, decorated Easter cakes and 
made an Easter garden. We then 
had a simple act of worship with 
songs and finished off with refresh-
ments and an Easter Egg hunt. 
 
 

Messy Church is going to run every month from now on at 

9:30am on the first Sunday of the month, down at St 

Eligius. All are welcome to attend, and also if anybody 

from the rest of the parish would like to help that would be 

much appreciated, please contact Rev’d Tonia if you can 

offer help. tonia@steligius.church 
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Go Green   

The Parish of Finchampstead  
and California is proud to be a  
Fairtrade Parish.                                   
Both St James’ and St Mary &  
St John’s churches use Fair-                        
trade products for refreshments, and pro-
mote Fairtrade throughout the year.   

 

Change of address/

telephone/e-mail? 

Please let the Church 

Office know if any of 

your contact details 

change so we can 

keep our database  

up-to-date. E-mail: 

office@stjames. 

finchampstead.co.uk, 

tel: 0118 973 0133 

 

The Simple Lunch 
is a joint community 

venture between our own Parish and 
Finchampstead Baptist Church, which 
started in March 2014.  Volunteers serve lunch 
at a minimal cost in St Mary & St John’s Parish 
Centre on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month  
between 12 and 1.15pm for anyone in the com-
munity who wishes to come.  
Meanwhile Tea & Chat continues to meet on 
2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons between 2.00 
and 3.30pm in the Billing Avenue Centre, where 
folk can drop in for a chat, a cuppa and cake.  
Tuesday Fellowship meets at St Eligius each 
Tues at 12.15 for Bible Study and lunch. 
 ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

 Foodbanks:  
We support Crowthorne Food Bank (CFB) - see 
address below to take donations and also  
Wokingham Food Bank.  

 

Support your local Christian bookshop 
in Holme Grange Craft Village  

Simple Lunch, Tea & Chat, Tuesday  
Fellowship; Food banks 

Crowthorne Foodbank is 
now at : 

Vineyard Church Centre, 
25 Wellington Business 
Park, Dukes Ride, 
Crowthorne, RG45 6LS.  
The opening hours are Mon 
and Thurs 12—2 
Details of their present re-
quirements are posted from 
time to time on our website. 

Recycling facilities at 
St James’ Church Centre & 
St Mary & St John’s Parish  
Centre. Recycling boxes are 
 available for: 
 Tea, coffee and fruit skins (these are 

composted) 
 Batteries*, Water filters*, tetra packs, 

and silver foil (go to Tesco) 
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft). 
 Stamps and milk bottle tops (at St Mary 

& St John’s go to WADE; and at St 
James’ to Nine Mile Ride School). 

 We are linked with Recycle4charity for 
inkjet cartridges & mobile phones.  

    Recycling boxes and envelopes at each 
 Centre. 
 At SJ, special bins for paper, card, foil, 

plastic bottles and containers 
Please spread the word.      
Richard Owen      

 

*Robert Dyas also recycle these  
responsibly. 

• Household Cleaning wipe packets; 
• Trigger Section of Household Cleaning 

Liquids; 
 Flip tops of Washing Up Liquid Bottles; 
 Any sweet biscuit wrappers 
Can be handed to Gill Coombs or added to 
her labelled collection box in SJ Church 
Centre kitchen. 



 

Our Youth Group meets in St James’ Church  
Centre every Sunday evening in term time. Open 
to all in school years 6 -13, 6pm -7.30pm.  

Come along for the opportunity to chill out, make some new friends, play some 
sport & get creative.  
The activities planned for this term are: an evening walk, a firepit evening with muf-
fins/crumpets, a Low Ropes Activity Evening.  Contrast will also be involved in the 
open-air Pentecost service on 20 May and the Pet Service & BBQ on 10 June. 
 

For details of special events, check out  Facebook, our website 
(parish.finchampstead.co.uk) & the weekly pew/notice sheets.   
 We are so pleased to welcome Kate Meads and Sam Khan are our new part 
time Youth & Family Workers . 

Young People, Babies & Toddlers; Families   
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 For babies and pre– school children  
Fledgelings Toddler Group - runs every 

Tuesday in term time 1:45-3:30pm in  

St James’ Church Centre. We have a 

large, well-equipped playroom and enjoy stories, songs and crafts. A drink and snack are 

provided for the children and while they are  distracted, mums, dads, carers get some peace, 

tea, and freshly made cake. There is a  small charge of £1.50 per family, half of which goes 

towards running the group, the other half to charity. 

This term there are some exciting activities: including sowing Sunflower seeds and 

later planting them in the Church gardens, a treasure hunt, a sponsored toddle on 5 

June, and a sporting fun afternoon to finish the term on 17 July. 

Contact the Church Office for more information and details of the programme. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

 

 

Ist Sunday of each month 
9.30am 

St Eligius’ Community Church,  
Arborfield Green 

 
A different way of ‘doing church’  

especially for families 
 

Come along and be messy 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NuIIXWrf5kSzJM&tbnid=MpGpuTykj1Ip3M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.herndonrocks.com%2Fsponsor.php&ei=WpfpUa79CMao0QWlpIHQCg&psig=AFQjCNGRuLGcSY6OM03u--2rsYhSwl_ciQ&ust=13743495301869


    Sunday Mornings for young people 
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If you need more information on any items in this newsletter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead. 
co.uk, telephone: 0118 973 0133, or check our website: parish.finchampstead.co.uk       

       

‘‘The Shore’ 

 

 
 

    
    

    

 
 

Paddlers is our group for those age 3-7 years 
which meets during the 11am service at St James’ 
in term time for stories, craft, colouring, games 
and a drink and snack. They come into church dur-
ing communion. 

Surfers is our group for those age 8-12 years which meets during 
the 11am service at St James’ in term time for Bible study, discus-
sion, craft and games. They come into church during communion. 

Navigators is our group for children of all ages which meets 
during the 9:30am service at St Mary and St John’s for sto-
ries, craft, colouring and games. They come into church during 
communion. Navigators meet on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of the 
month, and some 1st Sundays when no 11am FFF@11 service, 
except during the summer holidays.  

Breakers is our group for those age 7-11 years which meets during 
the 9:30am family service at St James’ in term time.     Breakers 
is an opportunity for older children to have fun whilst their par-
ents and siblings are in the family service. Every week is differ-
ent! 

Special notice about Fun, Friends and Fellowship @ 11 at 
St Mary & St John’s 
As an experiment this will not run every first Sunday but rather at 
special festivals.     For this quarter, that will be: 
Sunday 20th May — Pentecost@11, Open air service on school 
field with crafts/activities and picnic 
Sunday 1st July — to be confirmed — Meet Kailean@11 
 
Watch out for notices and the pewsheets for dates and details or 
contact the Church Office 



Flowers for our Churches 
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St James’ Flower Team  
 

Thank you to those who arrange, fund raise and donate their time, money or foliage. This en-
ables us to put fresh flowers into our church throughout the year.  How wonderful to have all 
the colour and fragrance at Easter.!  If you are interested in getting involved in any way 
please contact Denise Adams via the church office.  
Plans are coming together for the Flower Festival on 20—22 July! . 
Ticketed ‘Fizz and Flowers’ opening evening on Friday 20 July 7pm — 9pm  
Church Open Saturday 21 July  10am — 5pm 
Church (and tower) open Sunday 22 July  2pm—5pm. 

  SMSJ Flower Team would be delighted to welcome new members - you would have lots of 
friendly support. Please contact any member of the team.  
 Marjorie Stalker, Paula Vicary and Ashlyn Webster. 
 Speak to one of the team if you’d like flowers in memory or for a celebration;  
• Our flowers now go to Wild Acres after the service for the residents to enjoy;  

• We are always pleased to have donations in money or flowers towards the church  
 arrangements 

Funding the flowers: 
Thanks to everyone who supports our  fundraising efforts (raffles etc) which raise welcome 
money for the flower funds of the churches.  
 

Donations of greenery are especially important at Festivals as this leaves more money for 
the flowers. Thank you to all you kind people who snip & chop to help us. 
 

Monetary donations are also always welcome, perhaps for flowers to commemorate an  
anniversary or special event. Contact the Church Office for information. 
 

St Eligius’ Flowers  
Due to the very generous donations from our congregation,we have been able to provide 
some beautiful arrangements for our church. We were able to use some fabulous lilies to 
enhance our church during Eastertide and remembering our loved especially on that day. 
June Warr and myself have fun doing these flower arrangements and thank our St Eligius 
family for making this possible.     Sue Holmes 
Contact Sue Holmes via the Church Office if you’d like to be involved with flower arranging 
or donating.  



St James’ Finchampstead Tower Bell Ringers   
 

We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm – 9pm and 
would love to welcome more ringers – both novice 
and experienced. Do come along and join us. 
Please call me in advance if you would like some-
one to meet you outside. On Sundays we ring from 
10.30am for the 11am service. 
 
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747 

St James’ Choir 

 

After the wonderful music throughout the Easter period the choir continues week by week to 
lead us in worship. Thanks to William on the organ, Becky and Ian for conducting and to the 
choir who are pulling together during Janice’s illness. We wish her a speedy recovery. 
If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact Janice to arrange for an audition.  
Janice Devine dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 
To listen to the choir, log onto the website         http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk 

     Music in our Churches cont’d on Page 9 
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ST MARY AND ST JOHN’S CHURCH CHOIR - a small, unrobed SATB 
group, affiliated to the RSCM;  rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 8pm at St Mary 
and St John’s Parish Centre, ably led by our musician friend, Lorna White; sings in 
various services in the church and at the Royal School of Church Music Oxford-
shire Festival Evensong each year; enjoys singing with St James’ Church Choir on 
a number of occasions; welcomes all new members.   

Arborfield Garrison Singers 
Do you want to sing for fun and reach out to the local community? 
 
The Arborfield Garrison Singers are a small harmony group which meets 
regularly on Tuesday evenings from 8—10 pm at St Eligius’ Church.  Pro-
grammes are light and varied and are taken out 2 or 3 times a year to 
local care homes.  With no audition necessary, we would welcome new 
voices to swell our numbers. 
Contact Nick Ballard at nicholasblard2021@gmail.com or come and  
try us out any Tuesday evening. 

mailto:dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk


Activities and Events;  
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News from St. James’ Social and Fundraising Committee 
 

Sound of Music Singalong 
A new venture for us this March was the Sound of Music Singalong after-
noon.  This was aimed as an all age and family event, and we are delighted 
to say that it was well attended.  Before the DVD our guests were invited 
to afternoon tea.  The afternoon raised £215 for church funds.  Watch 
this space for more “singalongs” – Frozen, Mamma Mia and Grease have all 
been requested.  
 
Important dates for your diaries 
St. James’ Flower Festival & Patronal Weekend – July 20th, 21st & 22nd    
We have lots of exciting things to enjoy this weekend, so please do come 
along and have fun, something for all the family to enjoy.  
Friday 20th Flower Festival – “Caring for our Beautiful World”  
Denise is working extremely hard once again this year planning what I am 
sure will be an amazing flower festival. The weekend begins with an evening 
of “Fizz and Flowers” to launch the flower festival.  Tickets will be on sale 
closer to the date.  
 

Saturday 21st – The church will be open during the day for viewing the 
flower festival and coffee, tea and cakes will be served all day in the 
church centre.   
 

Saturday evening 21st - Starting at 7.30 - Choir Concert with a luxury 
Summer Buffet, tickets will be available closer to the date. 
 

Sunday 22nd – The Church Tower will be open, with stalls and games on the 
lawn and cream teas and other refreshments being served in the church 
centre.  
 

There are lots of interesting events for all ages still in the planning stages, 
but please do come along and support this most important church social and 
fundraising weekend, and remember this is the only day throughout the 
year when the tower is open for visitors (aged 8 and over) to enjoy the 
wonderful views from the top of the tower.   We really do appreciate all 
your continued help, support and encouragement.   
 

St. James Social and Fundraising Committee 
Sue, Sue, Chris, Chris, Sarah, Gill, Jane, Mo, Nicky. 

P.S. from the editor: The PCC has set up a small working group to look into the options/
costs of a much overdue refurbishment of the St James’ Church Centre kitchen. 
A  big thank you to Dorothy Sarin who is so determined to support such a project that she 
has already raised £450 through hosting dinners at her home. Well done, Dorothy. 



More Music in our Churches 
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       (Cont’d from Page 7)  
          

        Lunch-time Music at  St Eligius Church,   
      Arborfield Green     

      

Guy Murgatroyd, an exceptional young pianist, brightened up January with 'Chick' Corea's 
Children's Songs. In February, fifty members of the Wokingham Rock Choir filled the Church 
with their enthusiastic sounds with co-ordinated movements and actions! March saw the re-
turn of Margaret Bolt with Susan Frost joining her in the Duo Piano Recital which was greatly 
appreciated.  

          
              Guy Murgatroyd   Margaret Bolt & Susan Frost  
 

Further Concerts, commencing at 12.30 pm 

 
 

N.B. The monthly Concerts will change to a quarterly basis and be held on the first Thursday 
of the month. 

 

Admission free, to include Buffet Lunch 
Retiring Plate Donations  in support of St Eligius Community Church 

To book your Lunch, please, contact Rita Le Var (01252 372320,  
            rita_le_var@ntlworld.com)  

  

Wednesday, 16 May 
Rebecca White 

Soprano 
 

  

Thursday, 2 August 
Jessica Gale 

Piano 
 

  

Thursday, 1 November 
Thomas Balch, Violin 

Fiona Bechmann, Piano 
 

mailto:rita_le_var@ntlworld.com


Opportunities to get together 
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Finchampstead & California  
  Mothers’ Union  
 

The theme for 2018 is  ‘Following in the footsteps of Mary Sumner’ ** 
    

Thurs May 10th  Branch Meeting cancelled so members can attend Joan Ray’s funeral at 
           12 noon at St James’ 
 

Weds May 16th  10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

Thurs June 14th  7.30pm Pudding & Wine evening an update on the Alexander 
     Devine Hospice ~ speaker t.b.c. 
 

Weds June 20th  10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

Thurs July 12th  2pm  Service in Church followed by a  
       Cream Tea. 
   

Weds July 18th  10am  Holy Communion with emphasis  
       Mothers' Union.   
 

All our meetings & services are held in the Church Centre unless 
otherwise stated.  Everyone is most welcome to attend. 
  
    Sarah Owen, (Branch Committee member). 
 

** Mary Sumner was a vicar’s wife in Alresford.  She gathered local mothers togeth-
er to help and encourage them in bringing up their families in the Christian faith. 
From those small beginnings in 1876, the Mothers’ Union was founded and now has 
over 4 million members in 83 countries, bringing hope and practical support to mil-
lions of people every year through parenting, literacy and community development 
programmes and as part of the volunteer base of local churches, including our own.  

Local meetings for 
women and men are 
held on the second 
Thursday of each 
month at 2pm in            

St James’ Church  
Centre, usually with   

a speaker and 
 afternoon tea 

   

 

Ladies’ Breakfasts  We meet half-termly on a Saturday morning in 
the SJ Church Centre, 9  - 10am (setting up from 8.45am and clearing up 
from 10am for those who can help) for lots of friendly chat over dishes of 
delicious fruit salad, yoghurt, continental breakfast followed by a short 
‘thought for the day/week’ and a prayer.   

We come from many local churches and welcome newcomers of all ages.  
The Breakfast dates for 2018 are: 12 May, 7 July, 15 Sept, 10 Nov.  If you can come, just let 
me know so I can provide enough breakfast. I look forward to breakfasting and chatting with 
you. 
  Carolyn Fox             carolynfox@aol.com       01189732262 or 07779724090 



More opportunities to get together 
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Tuesday Working Party - at St James’ Church 
Centre 10am—noon each Tuesday - an oppor-
tunity for some valuable DIY and friendly banter. 

If you have not found what you are looking for,            
or need more information about times, venues, 
etc, please contact the Church Office, by e-mail:  
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk  
or telephone 0118 973 0133 

 
     From 2.00 till  
     3.30pm  on  
     the 2nd & 4th                 
Tuesdays of the month in St Mary &  
St John’s Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.  
A social occasion for anyone living lo-
cally to pop in, sit down and relax over 
a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.  
Everyone, all ages, welcome.   

Tuesday Fellowship @ St Eligius Community Church 

Significant developments in the last three months include the arrival of the Rev.Tonia who 
has already indicated her full support for the Tuesday Fellowship.  We believe that her minis-
try will encourage additional members once the Arborfield Green Village development has 
been concluded.  We continue to meet each Tuesday at 12.15 pm. for a brief meditation on 
the book of Acts and enjoy each others' fellowship during the light lunch that follows. 
             Bernard Wilson 

Re-discovering the lost ‘Liddell’ Gardens:  
the Green Team has organised several successful working party mornings 
clearing in the woodland area behind the Manor House, discovering paths and 
allowing daffodils, bluebells and other plants to emerge. A key part of the 
morning is the bacon butties at the end of our labours, always so welcome as 
we gather to review progress and enjoy each other’s company.  More sessions 
are planned to continue the battle with brambles, uncover more paths and a 
rockery or two etc.  Watch out for notices and please sign up. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Before          After    



  A new Parish Pastoral Care Scheme 
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Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as 
I have loved you.’      John 15:12 

                                                                                                
In one sense it is the responsibility of every member of our 

church to listen, to encourage, to pray, and to offer practical help to 
others in the church family whenever we are asked for such support. 
Moreover a number of our church groups, such as Mothers’ Union, take 
excellent care of their members. In a parish and a Ministry Team as 
big as ours however we are well aware that it is challenging to provide 
the best possible Pastoral Care, and so we have tried to devise a new 
scheme to meet that need.  

The Team Leader will be Revd Julian McAllen. It will be Revd 
Julian’s responsibility to set up the scheme; to lead the training pro-
gramme; and to ensure that the scheme operates in such a manner as 
to provide the best possible Pastoral Care that we, as a large parish, 
are able to offer.  

The over-all aim of the scheme is to ensure that all involved in 
Pastoral Care in the parish 

Are trained 
Understand their role 
Are well-supported 
Are aware of any issues of safe-guarding or confidentiality that 

arise from this ministry 
 
How will the scheme work? 
Each congregation in the parish will have a Pastoral Care Co-ordinator 
who will keep a watchful eye and be open to any concerns brought to 
their attention, of course ensuring appropriate confidentiality at all 
times. The co-ordinators will pass on concerns/requests for visits etc 
to Revd Julian who will enlist the help of one of our Pastoral Care  
visitors. We hope to build on the existing Team of visitors to ensure 
that each congregation is well represented and are offering a training 
programme during the next couple of months. Our aim is to help our 
visitors feel equipped, supported and affirmed in this important minis-
try. 
More details of the new Scheme and what it covers can be found 
on our web-site. 
                                                                                                                             
Canon Julie 
 



Supporting others; 
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Finchampstead Church of England (aided) Primary School—our Church School 
 

As with all schools, budgets are a continuing challenge and the Friends of Fin-
champstead School, FOFSA, work hard to raise extra funds.  They would welcome 
support wherever possible: 
Thank you to all who supported the Sponsored Walk around Finchampstead on 
Sat 21 April  whether by walking or sponsoring - The sponsorship money is to be 
split equally between the school and the Sue Ryder organisation which does such 
wonderful work for cancer care.  Donations can be transferred directly into the FOFSA 
bank account, using the reference WALK — look at the FOFSA section of the school 
website for details.      finchampsteadschool.org 
Since FOFSA is a registered charity, donations to FOFSA can be gift-aided.  Gift Aid 
Declaration forms can be downloaded from the FOFSA section of the school website 
and donations and forms sent c/o the school.  
The next fundraiser is the Village Fete on the Memorial Park on Saturday 16 
June from 11am —  4pm.  FOFSA is partnering with Finchampstead Park Manage-
ment Committee (FPMC) to organise the Fete and some amazing attractions/activities 
are already in place — A dog show, Birds of Prey display,  a photographic competition 
on the wildlife of Finchampstead and much more. Please make a note in your diary 
and come along on the day. 
Thank you in advance for any help you feel able to give.     Carolyn Fox 
 

    Christian Aid Week 2018    
   Sunday May 13th — Saturday May 19th  
 

Help support Christian Aid week this year by signing up on CMG (Charity & Mission 
Group) Notice Board in SJCC or at SMSJ or at SECC for: 

• Bringing and Buying Cakes at SJ after 9.30am & 11am services on Sunday  
               May 13th 
• Delivering only CA Week envelopes in your road or any road in the parish 
• Delivering & collecting CA Week envelopes in your road or any road 
• Helping for one hour at the Street Collection at California Crossroads on  
             Friday May 18th 
Please note also that CA Week envelopes will be available in our churches on Sun-
day May 13th 
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Following the Annual Meeting on 23 April, the new PCC is as follows: 
The Clergy: Canon Julie, Canon John, Rev Julian, Rev Tonia & Rev Hannah. 
 

Those already elected to Deanery Synod to 31 May 2020: Nicky Alder,  
Carolyn Fox, Martin Hughes, James Lawbuary, Richard Owen, Richard Peat,  
Sharon White. 
 

2 Churchwardens for each Worship Centre: Dave Moore & Marjorie Stalker 
(SMSJ); Joanne Myall & Robert Alder (SJ); Lucia Golding & Larry Le Var (SE). 
 

15 elected lay members: 
Already elected to 2019: Sarah Booth, Sandy Godfrey, Martin Hembra,  
Gill Myall, Pam Smith. 
Already elected to 2020: Thelma Campbell, Colum Devine, Maurice Driver, Karen 
Remmington. 
Elected this year: Kate Meads to 2020; Elected to 2021— Paul Marsden, Bev 
Mitchell, Ed Sampson, Joy Scovell, Ashlyn Webster. 
Please pray for them all.  
 

At the first PCC meeting in May, the PCC will elected Secretary, Treasurer and 
Standing Committee and could co-opt up to 3 more members.  Carolyn Fox 

EASY FUNDRAISING  - sign up now 

Over 2,700 retailers, including Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis, Debenhams etc, are wait-

ing to give money to our church. All you need to do is sign up as a supporter of the church 

(Parish of Finchampstead & California) on easyfundraising.org.uk and then go through their 

site for all your online shopping, including holiday bookings and travel. 

At no extra cost to you, the church will receive a percentage of your spend. Please sign up! 

These amounts can also be gift-aided.  Thank you. 

Churchyard Maintenance  
Having now thankfully raised all the almost £50K 
needed to pay for the work to create the new 
churchyard extension, we now of course have 
more grass to cut so funds are still required year 
on year for the total churchyard maintenance. 
Please consider a donation or support our Spring/
Autumn Teas.  
Donations can be Gift Aided and cheques should 
be made out to: “Helen Taylor Churchyard Trust” and sent to Ed Sampson c/o St James 
Church Office, Manor House, Church Lane, Finchampstead, RG40 4LU. Contact Ed for fur-
ther information on tel. 0118 973 2069 or email ed@sampsononline.co.uk  

CYT 

http://finchampstead.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8ec13e667471641a216aa214&id=2bfc7f8d8c&e=e8ec03f1e3
mailto:ed@sampsononline.co.uk


 

Find Us on YouTube 
If you weren’t able to make all of the Lent Lectures this year, we have video 
recorded all six, and they are now available to watch on our new Parish of  
Finchampstead and California You Tube Channel – just search for “Parish of  
Finchampstead and California” on You Tube to find the videos or follow the links 
from our parish web site. 
We’re loading more content onto the You Tube channel all the time, so you’ll also 
find videos of our choirs singing together in Wellington College at Christmas, 
alongside some previous Lent Lectures from years gone by, radio interviews you 
might have missed, and much more. Please subscribe to our You Tube channel to 
see new material as it is uploaded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Reading & Viewing Ideas 
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Recommended reading: 

The booklet produced by the Diocese of 

Oxford ‘Exploring the Beatitudes’ to sup-

port Bishop Steven’s call to the churches 

in the Diocese to be contemplative, com-

passionate, courageous. 

Bible Reading 
 
 
If you are  
interested in  
joining the Parish  
Bible Reading Notes  
scheme, contact the Church Office. 



Ministry Team 
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Rector 
Revd Canon Julie  
Ramsbottom 

0118 973 2102 
COMMUNION AT HOME               

If you or anyone you know is  

unable to get to St James’ , St 

Mary & St John’s or St Eligius’ 

Church for a period of time and 

would like to receive Communion 

at home or in hospital, please 

contact the Church Office to ad-

vise. Thank you 

Associate Priest Revd Julian McAllen 0118 973 5876 

Associate Priest 
Revd Canon John  
Edwards 

01344 774586 

New Communities  
Minister 

Revd Tonia Elliott 07534636375 

Curate 
Revd Hannah Higginson 
(on maternity leave)  

 

Lay Eucharistic 
Minister 

Mr Paul Arscott  

Youth & Family 
Workers 

Mrs Kate Meads & Mrs 
Sam Khan 

 

 

Churchwardens:               
St James                                    

Miss Joanne Myall 07908757254 joannemyall@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr Robert Alder 0118 973 4904 robert@alder.ndo.co.uk 

Mr Dave Moore  davemoore10538@gmail.com Churchwardens:          
St Mary & St John                 

Mrs Marjorie Stalker 01344 779636 marjoriestalker@hotmail.com 

Churchwardens 
St Eligius  

Mrs Lucia Golding  luciagolding62@gmail.com 

Mr Maurice (Larry)Le Var  Maurice.levar@ntlworld.com 

 

Commit to meeting needs of the sick, lonely, bereaved, 

housebound 

Attain highest standards in listening, confidentiality 

and response 

Respect for those supported regardless of religion/

faith values 

Encourage by example 

In July we will be welcoming to the Ministry Team Gemma Wilkinson as our new curate 
She is currently finishing her training and is to be ordained at the end of June.  Her welcome 
service will be at St James’ Church on 1st July at 6pm.  


