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New Job for

village vicar
A

FINCHAMPSTEAD

church priest is moving

on to pastures new in
the summer, he has
announced.

The Rev Richard
Warden (pictured), who
has been at St James'
Church for six years,
announced the news

during the

church's

annual parochial meeting on Sunday, April 11.

During the meeting,
he said: "With a very

I shall be
on from St

heavy heart,

moving

James' towards the end
of the summer.
*f will have served
for six wonderful years
vears at St James', imd during
that time we have come a very long way together."
During his time, Mr Warden has overseen the
extensive restoration work at the church, which
was completed earlier in the month.
r

Mr Warden said: "It will be incredibly difficult to leave this behind and say goodbye to so

many people with whom

I feel

such an

immense bond of friendship.

"To my mind, and I think with good reason,
this must be one of the most impressive parishes and congregations in the land."
Mr Warden has been offered the opportunity
to work with 1,300 young people as chaplain
and head of religious studies at three schools in
Milt Hill in North London.
Prior to arriving at St James' Church, he had
been in schools ministry for 15 years.

He said: "Being at the somewhat advanced
age of 53 for being offered such jobs, this was

an opportunity
down."

I

could not realistically turn

IIe predicts an even brighter future for the
Church Lane church, which-has more than 1,000
parishioners at services every week.
He said: "Looking forward, the bishops and
the Archdeacon are very aware that St iames,
has become one of the largest congregations in
the Oxford diocese, and that it wi'U be important to move swiftly to find a suitable person to
lead 9t Jq*es' inro the next phase of iis growth
and development.
- "St _James' is in very robust shape, and in
incredibly capable hands, with people exercising _their leadership and gifts throughout the

whole of its life.
"I firmly believe that St James, will go from
strength to_ strength during the forthcoming
vacancy and under new leadLrship.,,

