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“O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for
building you a house for your holy name comes from your hand
and is all your own.” 1 Chronicles 29 v 16

Inside this issue:
Sunday Club

2

Mothers‟ Union
Social News
Pastoral
Fledgelings

3
4
5
6

Church Diary
Conservation
House Groups

7+
11
12

Discussion Grp.
Music
Mission
Youth Group

13
14
15
16

This time last year, we were still very much deep in discussions
with English Heritage and the Oxford Diocese as to what conservation work they would allow us to do on the church. And now, a
year on, we stand on the threshold of returning to our beloved
and fully restored church building. The work has been done on
time and within our budget, for which we rejoice!
The list of conservation work is impressive, including: newly tiled
nave and North Chapel roofs; the tower re-pointed; improved
York stone paths; replacement plaster on much of the internal
walls; a new re-tiled and wooden floor with enhanced disabled
access; a new ceiling in the North Chapel; rewiring throughout; a
new sound system and recording facility; new lighting scheme;
new high-level electric heaters; restored stonework on the windows; new bespoke pews and chairs; redecoration throughout; a
new stone floor in the sanctuary; new carpet in the chancel; a fire
detection and security system; new woodwork for cupboards and
doors. All this has been done with the utmost sensitivity to the
original building and fabric, with an emphasis on conservation
and restoration, rather than on change and re-ordering.
There is no doubt that this has been a most remarkable achievement, and completed at a very good price, in the region of
£550.000 -in other words the amount that we raised through our
immense fund raising efforts! The building contractors we chose
in Farr and Roberts have been outstanding and we would have
no hesitation in recommending them to other churches within the
diocese.
In particular I should like to thank the current St James‟ Conservation Working Party who have been such an incredible help to
me and to us all; Wally Chapman (the only ever present member
since the inception of the conservation working party six years
ago!), Carolyn Fox, Nicky Alder and Ed Sampson. All have
(Continued on page 2)
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(Rector’s letter from page 1)

played a massive part in overseeing this work during the last year, but it is right to single
out Ed Sampson who has been on site nearly every day since August. In effect he has
been our „project manager‟, ensuring that communication was smooth between all parties
and that every detail was covered. It is true to say that the work would not be at this advanced stage without his oversight. He has been quite remarkable and we thank him and his wife Sue for loaning him to St James‟ for the last six months!
This generation of the St James‟ congregation should feel rightly proud of all that we have
done and has been achieved for the furtherance of Christ's kingdom here in Finchampstead. We have bequeathed a wonderfully sound and restored building for future generations of Christians for centuries to come.
“And Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced because of what God had done for the people,
for everything had been accomplished so quickly.” 2 Chronicles 29 v 36
Gratefully yours, Rev Richard
ST JAMES‟ FINCHAMPSTEAD BELLRINGERS
We had a very enjoyable Christmas meal at the Queen‟s Oak in December. It was a good
opportunity for us to come together as a group again and seems a long time ago now. We
are looking forward to meeting up again in the Tower in March (?) and would love to welcome anyone who would like to ring with us. As we are not sure yet when the Tower will be
available please call me if you would like to join us and I will be able to confirm the time
and date and meet you there. Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747

Sunday Club is an opportunity for children to learn more about the Christian faith and what
it means to be a follower of Jesus. Each week we focus on a story or theme from the Bible
using material appropriate to each age group. Stories, craft, games, drama and discussion
encourage children to find out more about the Christian faith and its relevance to them. This
spring we will be hearing about Moses, continuing with Moses the leader next term.
We meet in St James‟ Church Centre on Sunday mornings from 10.45 – 12.10 (2nd, 4th
and 5th Sundays of the month during term-time). During the Conservation work in church
there have been just three groups for different ages: „Pebbles‟ will be open to children aged
two and a half to school year „Reception‟, „Rocks‟ for children in school years 1, 2 and 3,
and „Boulders‟ for those in school years 4, 5 and 6. We regret that due to lack of space we
are not able to offer our crèche („Gems‟) until the Church re-opens just before Easter.
Dates for this term: January 24th, 31st, February 14th, 28th, (No Sunday Club in March) resumes again 25th April. Hazel Scott on 0118 773278 - (Sunday Club Team Leader)
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MOTHERS‟ UNION AND WOMEN‟S FELLOWSHIP
I am writing this report at the end of a cold January looking forward to spring. The first aconites and snowdrops are showing in the garden ~ a welcome sight!
Our first date for March is Friday 5th when we hold our service for the Women‟s World Day of
Prayer. We would like to welcome everyone to this service, not just women or Mothers‟ Union members.
We look forward to Penny Warden speaking at our March branch meeting. We are delighted
that she can spare some time to tell us about her painting commission for a hospice in Blackpool.
At our April meeting we hope that members of our branch will bring along their favourite
readings and poems to share with everyone.
We look forward to Captain John or his wife Gloria Richards speaking to us in May. This talk
should help us to focus on “Relationships not Rules,” our theme for this year.
Diary Dates
Friday March 5th 2pm
Women‟s World day of Prayer Service followed by
refreshments both in the Church Centre.
th
Thursday March 11 1.45 for 2pm
Branch meeting with speaker Penny Warden.
Thursday March 25th 11am
Lady Day Service at Christ Church, Oxford.
Thursday April 8th 1.45 for 2pm.
Branch Meeting with members poems & readings.
th
Thursday May 13 1.45 for 2pm
Branch Meeting - speaker Capt. John or Gloria Richards.
All our meetings are held in the Church Centre and everyone is most welcome to join us.
Sarah Owen. Branch Leader.

Page 4

St. James’ Finchampstead

SOCIAL AND FUND RAISING NEWS
Our now annual “Bring and Buy Sale” in November of books, new toiletries, gifts etc. was most
profitable with £125 going to the Church Flower Fund and £25 was given to the Children in
Need Appeal. Also the Christmas Hamper Raffle was well supported and this year a profit of
£228 went into general church funds – Sarah Owen was the lucky winner.
St. James‟ Church presents – Gilbert and Sullivan
A new venture for us this year
was a Gilbert and Sullivan Musical
Evening held on
February 6th in the
village
Performance of “A Policeman's Lot”
Memorial Hall.

Under the
direction of
Chris Driver we
were entertained
throughout the evening by
some exceptional singing
and acting from various members of our clerical team, choir and congregation. It would be unfair to single out anyone in particular as all who braved the stage were truly star quality.
Thankfully the evening went according to plan even with the fish and chip supper arriving precisely on time. We are delighted and encouraged to say the feedback we have received has
been
extremely
Three Little Maids
flattering
and
pleasing so we
may try something
similar next year,
so watch this
space!!!
Very
many thanks to all
who
performed,
helped and encouraged in so many
different ways, but
especially to the
audience
who
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came and supported the evening – we could not have done it without you. The evening
made a profit of £634 for general church funds and a further £224 taken on the raffle for
the Haiti disaster appeal. A brilliant evening‟s entertainment much enjoyed by both audience and performers.
Vermont USA Choir Visit – April 2010
We are very much looking forward to the church choir from Milton Vermont USA coming
to stay and sing with us at St. James‟ Church from April 21 st to April 27th. During their visit
here our guests will be hosted by choir and congregation families. Our friends from Milton first came over to stay and sing with us way back in 2002 and then St. James‟ choir
had the opportunity of a return visit to Vermont in 2004. Both of these exchange visits
were extremely enjoyable for everyone involved and great friendships have been formed
across the water. Various trips and social events are planned during their time with us.
Three coach trips are proposed: Thursday 22 nd April – Arundel and Chichester; Friday
23rd April – Bath; Monday 27th - Bruges (very early start!). There will be some limited
seats available on each of these trips, so if you would be interested in joining our American friends for the day please do give me a call for more information. You will be most
welcome. Sue 0118 9732069. A joint choir musical supper evening on Saturday 24 th is
also in the planning stages and both choirs will be singing evensong in Dorchester Abbey
on Sunday 25th – more details later. We do hope that many of you will be able to join us
on both occasions.
We are always pleased to hear from anyone who is willing to join the coffee rota for after
Sunday morning services. Please speak to Sarah Owen if you are able to help or would
just like to know what is involved. Sue Sampson (Social and Fundraising Team)

P

astoral Care at St James‟ aims to provide a Care Team whose role is to
meet the needs of the sick, lonely, bereaved and housebound with the highest standards in listening, confidentiality and response to the needy. Part of
the role of the Team is to embrace all aspects of Church life and at the same
time recognise that our care goes beyond religion and faith.
Pastoral Care takes place within our Church and Community all the time, and is part of
what might simply be called being a good neighbour. We recognise that many of our congregation and parish members already do much to support others in their day-to-day lives
and often this takes place spontaneously, quietly and anonymously, and is of great value.
Core to our work is the bringing of the Church to those who are housebound and want the
nourishment of Holy Communion. This is provided by the Priest in Charge and the Eucharist Lay Minister. If you or somebody you know would like Holy Communion at home or
would just like somebody to talk to please contract the Church Office on 0118 973 0133.
Your call will be treated in strict confidence.
Would you like to be part of the Team? If you have good listening skills and have time either during the day or evening please call the Parish Office. We need your help in the vital
work for our community. Paul Arscott Pastoral Care Team
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FLEDGELINGS BABY AND TODDLERS GROUP
Every Tuesday during term time 1.45 until 4 pm in St James‟ Church Centre
£1.50 per family which includes fantastic toys, drink and biscuit for the children and tea/coffee
MADE for the grown-ups. We have lots of special events throughout the year, and all of our
profits go to charity including: the St Matthew‟s Kimberley Pre-school in South Africa, Christian
Aid and Away From It All (which enables disadvantaged families to enjoy a short holiday). Just
turn up, there‟s no need to book and you‟ll receive a very warm welcome. Alternatively, for
more information, call Karen Remmington on 0118 9734070.
Last term we said goodbye to Ali Clarke, who retired from the committee after several years of
industrious work organising our events! We are extremely grateful to Ali for all the effort she
put into Fledgelings, and we wish her luck with her current and future ventures. Sam Khan has
now taken up the gauntlet and is our new events organiser with the Easter service and egg
hunt being the next event in our calendar.
Dates for your Diary
March 30th – Easter Service and Easter Egg Hunt. The children all look forward to this occasion as the reward for finding and decorating a hard boiled egg is a real chocolate egg presented to you by a very unusual guest! Please turn up at the usual time. Any further information will be posted on our website fledgelings.org.uk
May 18th - GEMS photographer (gemsphotographer.co.uk) – provisionally booked. A firm favourite on the Fledgelings calendar and just in time for Father‟s Day, you will need to check the
website and register for a 10 minute session on the noticeboard closer to the time.
Nativity and Christmas Party
This year we had to have the Nativity and party in the church centre so it was a very interesting
logistical exercise trying to juggle everything. The Nativity as always was immensely moving
and hysterically funny – particularly when we discovered we actually had 2 baby Jesus‟ in the
manger and learnt that the shepherds were not watching their flocks but doing their laundry
(washing their socks)!
THE HELEN TAYLOR TRUST FOR FINCHAMPSTEAD CHURCHYARD
Snow made the churchyard look very pretty, however, within the churchyard, there were a couple of branches of a cypress tree brought down by the weight of snow.
Brambles are to be cut back so that the churchyard is more conducive to walk round.
There are still some graves which are in need of some conservation. Now we approach the
time when conservation is completed on the church, we are to look at the two graves outside
the 1590 door.
Consideration of developing a quiet children‟s grave area in the wild garden designation is being formulated; now that this is likely to become active again. It just requires cutting some extra
grass.
Lettice Tanner has agreed to brief the volunteers who have asked to help with the flower
borders. Richard Owen
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March
1st
2nd

3rd
4th
5th

7th

8th
9th

9am Lent Prayers
10.30am Morning Bible Study
8.30pm Repeat of Bible Study
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm Lent Lecture 2 – Speaker –
Rev Charlotte Bannister-Parker
on „Kimberley, South Africa & HIV/Aids:
our part in their future‟ – coffee from
7.30pm
10am Midweek Communion
7pm Youth Service
12noon Parenting course
8pm repeat Parenting Course
2pm Women‟s World Day of Prayer
service jointly with Arborfield & Barkham
and St Mary & St John‟s churches,
followed by tea.
All Welcome in our Church Centre.
3rd Sunday of Lent
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Church Family Communion
6pm Evensong (Joint Lent service for
Churches Together in Crowthorne )
7pm Youth Group
9am Lent Prayers
10.30am Morning Bible Study
8.30pm Repeat of Bible Study
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm Lent Lecture 3 – Speaker Dr Neil Bidstone on „The Problem of
Suffering: a doctor‟s perspective‟ coffee from 7.30pm

10th 10am Midweek Communion
11th 9.45am Morning House group at
37 Manor Park Drive
12noon Parenting Course
2pm Mothers‟ Union – Speaker –
Penny Warden on her Blackpool
Hospice Art Project
8pm repeat Parenting Course
14th Mothering Sunday
8am Holy Communion [CW]
9.30am Extra Family Service in
Centre & Matins in church (if
Church open after conservation )
11am Parish Communion
6pm Evening Parish Communion
(if still in Centre)
6.30pm CTC Lent service
at Methodist Church, Crowthorne
7pm Youth Group
th
15 9am Lent Prayers
10.30am Morning Bible Study
7.45 for 8pm PCC Meeting
8.30pm Repeat of Bible Study
16th 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm Lent Lecture 4 – Speakers –
Judith Witting & Ian Merrick on
„Exploring your Spiritual side –
Meeting the needs of patients in a
high security hospital‟ – coffee
from 7.30pm
th
17 10am Midweek Communion
18th 12noon Parenting Course
8pm repeat Parenting Course
th
20
8.45am Ladies Breakfast

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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21st

22nd
23rd

24th
25th

5th Sunday of Lent
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Parish Communion
6.00pm Stainer‟s Crucifixion
6.30pm CTC Lent service at
Holy Ghost Church, Crowthorne
7pm Youth Group
9am Lent Prayers
10.30am Morning Bible Study
8.30pm Repeat of Bible Study
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm Lent Lecture 5 – Speaker –
Jonathan Bartley on „None of
the above: Faith in the General Election?‟ - coffee from 7.30pm
10am Midweek Communion
9.45am Morning Housegroup at
37 Manor Park Drive
12noon Parenting Course
8pm repeat Parenting Course

St. James’ Finchampstead

28th Palm Sunday (please
remember, clocks change)
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
NO 11am Service
4pm All age Communion with
Bishop John of Oxford
7pm Youth Group (TBC)
th
29 9am Lent Prayers
10.30am Morning Bible Study
8.30pm „The Passion‟ Part 1
th
30 9am School Easter Service
10am Tuesday Working Party
2pm Fledgelings Easter Service &
Easter Egg Hunt

31st

8.30pm „The Passion‟ Part 2
10am Midweek Communion
8.30pm „The Passion‟ Part 3

April
1st
Maundy Thursday
6.45pm Bring & Share supper
followed by
8.15pm „The Passion‟ Part 4
9pm Holy Communion and
10pm – 11pm Vigil
nd
2
Good Friday
10am Family Service followed
by hot cross buns
2pm Service of Meditation –
the last hour at the cross.
4th Easter Sunday
6am Dawn service of Light
followed by breakfast in CC
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
followed by Easter Egg Hunt
11am Parish Communion
6pm Evensong
6th 10am Tuesday Working Party
7th NO Midweek Communion
8th 2pm Mothers' Union Meeting members sharing favourite
Easter readings
11th

12th
13th

Second Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
11am Parish Communion
6pm APCM (Annual Meeting)
9.30am Morning Prayer
10am Tuesday Working Party

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre
CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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14th 10am Midweek Communion
15th 8pm Evening Housegroup at
216B Nine Mile Ride
18th Third Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Parish Communion
th
19 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am Monday Morning with Jesus
20th 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings resumes
st
21 10am Midweek Communion
22nd 9.45am Morning Housegroup at
216B Nine Mile Ride
th
24 Musical Supper Evening* (TBC)
25th

26th
27th

28th

4th

Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am Monday Morning With Jesus
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm „What‟s it all about?‟
Course (Coffee 7.45pm)
10am Midweek Communion

May
2nd 5th Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family service
11am Church Family Communion
6pm Evensong
7pm Youth Group

4th

5th
6th
9th

10th
11th

12th
13th

15th

10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm „What‟s it all about?‟
Course (Coffee 7.45pm)
10am Midweek Communion
8pm Evening Housegroup at 216B
Nine Mile Ride
6th Sunday of Easter
Start of Christian Aid Week
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club [CC]
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am Monday Morning With Jesus
8pm Standing Committee
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm „What‟s it all about?‟
Course (Coffee 7.45pm)
10am Midweek Communion
Ascension Day
9.45am Morning Housegroup at
216B Nine Mile Ride
2pm Mothers‟ Union Meeting
Speaker Captain John or
Gloria Richards on this year‟s theme
„Relationships not rules‟.
8pm Ascension Day Holy Communion
8.45am Ladies Breakfast

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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16th 7th Sunday of Easter
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Parish Communion
6pm Three Churches in Finchampstead
Praying Together at the new FBCentre:
leader from St Mary & St John‟s, cakes
from St James‟ All welcome.
7pm Youth Group
th
17 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am Monday Morning with Jesus
th
18 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm „What‟s it all about?‟
Course (Coffee 7.45pm)
th
19 10am Midweek Communion
20th 8pm Evening Housegroup at 216B Nine
Mile Ride

27th 9.45am Morning Housegroup at
216B Nine Mile Ride
30th Trinity Sunday
8am Holy Communion BCP
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion
6pm Taizé service

23rd Day of Pentecost – wear red,
orange or yellow to church
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
24th 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am Monday Morning with Jesus
7.45 for 8pm PCC Meeting
25th 9am School Service
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
8pm „What‟s it all about?‟
Course (Coffee 7.45pm)
th
26 10am Midweek Communion

(watch out for details of other events
including Flower Festival)

Some Forthcoming Dates
18th July Beginning of St James‟ Festival
Week
4pm Civic Service with Bishop
Stephen of Reading

25th July St James‟ Day Celebrations
- Tower open and teas 2 – 5pm
5pm Organ Recital
12th Aug

Mothers‟ Union Summer
Lunch

3rd Oct

Harvest Festival

9th Oct

Harvest Supper (TBC)*

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre
CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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CHURCH CONSERVATION PROJECT:
We have reached Week 25 (7th February „10) of the conservation work and in spite of the
recent cold period and freezing temperatures and the contractors not being able to get to
Finchampstead the work is progressing well. During that cold spell it was almost impossible
to do anything „constructive‟ and on one of the days, the world stopped rotating as there was
a power-cut which prevented the use of all electrical equipment & tools and extinguished all
the working flood lights!!!
Farr & Roberts are doing a great job and keeping all delays to a minimum. But in spite of all
their efforts they have had to declare a new completion date of the first week in March 2010.
It will clearly take a week or so to re-populate the Church again with all our „goods and ornaments‟, robes, books, fixtures & fittings, so a date in March is the likely outcome.
Inside the Church, as I write, it is looking more and more like our Church again, as the building and construction work moves into its final phases. All the under-floor joists are in place
throughout the Church. Re-tiling of the Chapel/North Aisle floor area has begun and once
the high level scaffolding work has been completed, re-tiling of the Nave floor will begin.
The internal working environment is slowly improving too as both the lighting and heating fittings are being connected and, more importantly, being switched ON.
Fiscally we look to be close to breaking-even but largely due to being able to re-claim VAT
against an HMRC VAT grant scheme. However there are still a few weeks to go and we are
monitoring this as closely as we can to minimise any overspend.
Now a picture tells a thousand words and I recommend that you have a browse of our
Church picture Gallery that Richard Peat is maintaining weekly. Do browse the internet for St
James on the web „flicker‟ site.
Huge thanks go to all our hard working Conservation Working Group; Rev Richard, Nicky,
Carolyn and Wally and in particular to Farr & Roberts who are doing a really great job.
Ed Sampson
FINCHAMPSTEAD C of E SCHOOL‟S FUNDRAISING FOR THE
HAITI EARTHQUAKE APPEAL
The kind-hearted pupils of our School held a fundraising afternoon
on Friday 29th January to raise money for the Haiti Earthquake Appeal.
The children were really moved by the situation in Haiti and asked if
they could do something to help. They had lots of ideas and organised a range of activities
for children, parents and staff to take part in. The school hall was full of stalls where people
could buy lots of things such as delicious homemade cakes, books, toys and pictures drawn
by the children. The creative pupils also made up games such as guess the number of
sweets, guess the name of the horse and hook a fish.
This was a wonderful afternoon for all concerned and as well as raising money for such a
(Continued on page 12)
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HOUSEGROUPS
During Lent the morning group are undertaking a series of studies based on Vaughan
Roberts‟ book: Battles Christians Face (ISBN
978-1-85078-728-0: publisher‟s price £6.99). I
can do no better than let the author introduce
this subject himself: “The Bible is clear that
the Christian‟s hope and faith are forged in the
fiery battles of life. Suffering and temptation
shape and strengthen us. But in the twentyfirst century many of the crucial difficulties that
Christians have always struggled with are
lightly treated by some…
How can I approach feelings of lust in a
godly way when „lust‟ is now an alluring
name for perfume or chocolate?
How can I battle guilt with integrity when
friends encourage me to believe that
sin doesn‟t really exist?
Why do I feel so depressed when the impression is often given that Christians
should always have a smile on their
face and in their heart?”
Vaughan Roberts equips us with practical
weapons to face our daily battles with confidence; his teaching restores our hope of living
godly lives here and now - lives that honour
and bear witness to Jesus Christ. Each of the
issues covered in the course is introduced by
a DVD recorded interview with people such as
Roger Carswell and Jonathan Aitken.

St. James’ Finchampstead

You are welcome to join us in watching
these interviews and discussing the questions they raise. After Easter both groups
will be continuing the series of talks by Lyndon and Celia Bowring, which we started
before Lent.
The Morning Group meets on the 2nd
and 4th Thursday at 9.45 a.m.
11 Mar
„Battles Christians Face‟ Depression & Pride - Vaughan Roberts
25 Mar
„Battles Christians Face‟ Homosexuality & Keeping Spirituality Fresh - Vaughan Roberts
01-08 Apr Easter holidays.
22 Apr
„Human dignity & Human Trafficking‟ by Lyndon & Celia Bowring
13 May
„Marriage & the Family‟ by
Lyndon & Celia Bowring
(TBC)
Housegroups‟ Annual Outing
The Evening Group meets on the 1st and
3rd Thursday at 8 p.m.
4 Mar-1 Apr No Evening Group meetings
in Lent, to allow members to
attend events organised in
their own churches.
15 Apr
True Wisdom 5: „Friendship‟ –
Vaughan Roberts
06 May
„Christianity in a Collapsing
Culture‟ by Lyndon Bowring
(Continued on page 13)

(Finchampstead School from page 11)

worthy cause the children learned a lot too about being organised, teamwork and handling
money. The children should be very proud of their achievements and the school is very grateful
to them and their parents for the efforts that they went to in order to make the afternoon such a
success. The money raised by the school has been used to fund a Shelter Box organised by
The Rotary Club. Sandra Symms , Headteacher

St. James’ Finchampstead
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(Housegroups from page 12)

20 May „Human dignity &
Human Trafficking‟
by Lyndon &
Celia Bowring
(TBC) Housegroups‟
Annual Outing
Our housegroups are ecumenical, self-administered
groups. We meet at 216B
Nine Mile Ride. Audrey and
Francis Moore (Tel: 0118 973
2592)
DISCUSSION GROUP – MONDAY MORNING WITH JESUS
Every Monday during term time 10.30 until 11.30am in the Church Centre
So far we‟ve looked at some of the key aspects of Jesus‟ life and teaching. We‟ve discovered how deeply rooted his ministry was in the Hebrew Bible (our Old Testament). So for the
sessions this term we‟re looking at one of the books from which Jesus and the New Testament writers derived much of their inspiration – the Psalms.
The aim is:
To discover what some of the Psalms meant in their original context.
To see how they influenced Jesus and the New Testament writers.
To explore their relevance to our lives today.
11 January
18 January
25 January
1 February
8 February
22 February
1 March
8 March
15 March
22 March

Introduction and Psalms 1 and 150
Psalm 8 – A song of creation
Psalm 97 – The Lord is King
Psalm 80 – A community lament
Psalm 118 – A song of praise
Psalm 51 – A plea for God‟s mercy
Psalms 23 and 121 – Songs of trust
Psalm 110 – A song of confidence
Psalm 22 – A cry of despair
Reflection

The sessions are completely informal and open to all, with children being very welcome and
(Continued on page 14)
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MUSIC AT ST JAMES‟ – a note from the Director of Music
I want to begin with an apology. Sorry if I‟m about to give the impression of sounding conceited or even biased – it‟s certainly unintentional
but, having said that, I do believe in giving credit where it is due. It‟s
been suggested that the Choir‟s “performance” over this last Christmas
was their best ever and I have no doubt that the many people who
voiced this sentiment were spot on !! Whilst we all missed being in our church building (which
has an atmosphere all of its own at Christmas), it was great to have the main Christmas services in Wellington College Chapel with its outstanding acoustic and, of course, its awesome
1920‟s Harrison Organ, perched high up on the west gallery. Because of the choir‟s size and
make up their sound is considerably enhanced in a bigger space and this was certainly the
case at Wellington over Christmas. I can only describe the sound they produced as magnificent
– the best I‟ve heard them sing since it‟s been my privilege to direct them, especially at the
Nine Lessons and Carols. Well done Choir – thank you for your hard work and commitment. In
addition we were blessed with the added bonus of no less than three superb organists accompanying the choir – John Purver at the Nine Lessons, Ollie King (the Chapel Organist) at Midnight Mass and Simon Williamson (the College‟s Director of Music) on Christmas morning.
Sadly, there was a “down side” to the celebrations caused by the weather. In the days immediately following the Carol Service the treacherous road conditions around Finchampstead made
the usual carol singing visits to Warren Lodge and the two village pubs impossible.
The weather caused further disruption after Christmas with two important rehearsals involving
the music for the Gilbert and Sullivan evening and Stainer‟s “Crucifixion” having to be cancelled
due to the inaccessibility of the Church Centre for a while. As I write, the very successful G & S
evening is now just behind us and preparations have begun to sing Stainer‟s “Crucifixion”
which will be performed (hopefully) in St James‟ on Sunday 21 st March at 6-00 pm and again
on Good Friday evening (2nd April) in St Andrew‟s, Sonning. The performance at Sonning will
be a joint effort involving Finchampstead and Sonning Choirs, together with some members of
Wargrave Church Choir and the Twyford Singers.
Preparations are also in hand for the visit of the choir of the United Church of Milton, Vermont,
USA. This is their second visit to Finchampstead, the first being in 2001. As well as the usual
day trips and other sightseeing stuff they will be joining with St James‟ Choir for three main
events – a musical reunion party on Saturday 24 th April and at our 11-00 service in St James‟
on Sunday 25th. The final “big sing” will be on the afternoon of the 25 th when the two choirs will
combine to sing Choral Evensong in Dorchester Abbey, near Oxford. More details anon but
please note the dates now. Andrew Bosley
(Monday Morning With Jesus from page 13)

able to stay in the room with us and play with the toys we get out especially for them. Each session is stand alone so you‟re not committed to coming every week. No previous knowledge is assumed and everything you need will be provided. If you need any more information please contact Rev John on 01344 774586 or at john@adoramus.wanadoo.co.uk
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ission & Charity Team

Further to the mention I made in the previous Newsletter, we met in December with Rev.
Richard & Rev John to have a fresh look at the way in which the money that the PCC allocates each year from your freewill offering to give to various charities could be distributed. It
was agreed that we should support fewer charities than in the past, giving them a
„meaningful amount‟ and that we should maintain connections with these charities by means
of publicising their work, inviting speakers to come to our Church to talk to us, praying for
them etc. We were aware that there were some in our congregations who may not have
been aware that a proportion of the money given through our normal weekly collections is
distributed in this way, and so we hope that by ensuring that information is available, everyone will feel more of a connection to the charities that we support.
It was agreed that we would make donations to the following charities:
£2000.00 each to The Reading Drop in Centre, The Bible Society – (specifically the
overseas division), and The Church Urban Fund.
Also for this year only to give £2500 to the Oxford Diocesan /
HIV/Aids Peer Education Centre in Taung, in the diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman,
South Africa. This is a new project in South Africa and I include a synopsis below of what
this project is about.
„The centre aims to reach 300 students per year from across the diocese with HIV prevention education so they can set an example and spread best practice amongst their peers.
Special attention is paid to young women‟s education including the issues of stigma, sexuality and suicide. It can accommodate 16 peer education trainers at any one time, including a
director and facilitator.
The centre aims to be environmentally friendly, and supports satellite projects which focus
on livelihood activities, community wide care and orphaned and vulnerable children.‟
Thus we are supporting two „home‟ and two overseas charities.
Over and above this it was also agreed to give the Mothers‟ Union and Hope £300 each.
There was also £400 left from 2008 giving allocation and the PCC agreed at their recent
meeting to donate this through Christian Aid to the Haiti Appeal.
We will also continue to support the pre-school in South Africa. Rev. Charlotte Bannister
Parker the Bishop‟s advisor for overseas programmes, has recently been out to South Africa
and will be visiting St Matthew‟s, so we hope to have more news from her soon.
Over the Christmas period we collected £1690.85 including gift Aid for the Children‟s Society, mainly from the Christingle service collection, and £392 plus gift Aid was donated to Christian Aid through the „one card on the tree‟. Thank you everyone for
your generosity. Julia Arscott (chair Mission & Charity Team)
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PRIEST-IN-CHARGE:

REV. RICHARD WARDEN, THE RECTORY, THE VILLAGE,
FINCHAMPSTEAD
0118 973 2102
ASSOCIATE PRIEST:
REV. JOHN EDWARDS, GREEN HEDGES,25 ST JOHN‟S ST.
CROWTHORNE 01344 774586
LICENSED LAY MINISTER: DR KEITH ATTON
CHURCH WARDENS:
NICKY ALDER,
65 READING ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD
0118 9734904
ED SAMPSON,
PORTELET, KILN RIDE EXT.
FINCHAMPSTEAD 0118 9732069
ALL ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS, ETC SHOULD BE MADE TO:
THE CHURCH OFFICE,
THE MANOR HOUSE, CHURCH LANE, FINCHAMPSTEAD. RG40 4LU.
Email; office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
OFFICE HOURS;
OPEN FROM 10.00AM TO 12.00 MONDAY TO FRIDAY.
TEL / FAX NO:
0118 973 0133

CONTRAST
In the middle of a very busy term, we have had lots of
new member and leaders/helpers since after Christmas. Many thanks to all of you who has come on as
volunteers. It is all very exciting and they all seem to
enjoy it.
We have had a night together with the Baptist Church
Youth Group learning Scottish dancing and we have
had an amazing guest speaker Simon Guillebaud,
talking to us about missionary work, very interesting.
A big part of the group together with adults are now
preparing for the trip to Iona the week after Easter.
We have invited another guest speaker to come to us and talk about Jewish beliefs; we
are planning a summer bbq with a possibility of a talent show included
We welcome all old and new young people who attend secondary school. We meet on a
Sunday evening during term time at 7pm – 8.30pm, play games, munch tuck and have a
discussion/guest speaker around a topic. We also meet up every first Wednesday of the
month for a gathering and short service, coming summer term we are planning to have
games down at Finchampstead field and then walk up to the church.
If you would like more information, call Cathy on 01189730707 or e mail Catherine.clayton@btinternet.com

