St. James
Finchampstead
Volume 3 Issue 25

RECTOR’S LETTER

Autumn 2010

At the end of my final Sunday service on St James‟ Day, John
Edwards and the congregation prayed most movingly for Penny
and me as we depart for pastures new at the end of August, and
Paul Arscott read the following beautiful famous words by Minnie
Louise Haskins to help send us on our way!
I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year
'Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.'
And he replied,
'Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known
way!'
So I went forth and finding the Hand of God
Trod gladly into the night
He led me towards the hills
And the breaking of day in the lone east.
So heart be still!
What need our human life to know
If God hath comprehension?
In all the dizzy strife of things
Both high and low,
God hideth his intention.
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These words resonate deeply with me (as they may do with many
of us in the face of an unknown future) as I head off back to the
London Diocese where I initially served as a curate after being
ordained in St Paul's Cathedral in 1983. For those who do not
yet know, I shall be Chaplain to the 1300 pupils in the three
schools which make up the Mill Hill Foundation in north London;
Grimsdell (Pre-prep/Infant school), Belmont (Preparatory/Junior
school) and Mill Hill (Senior school) where I shall also be Head of
Religious Studies. My new role in education, classroom teaching, pastoral care and evangelism may be compared to that of
the Parable of the Sower, as I seek to sow the seeds of faith in
these young people. May these seeds come to bear much spiri(Continued on page 2)

Page 2

St. James Finchampstead
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tual fruit in their lives in the years to come. Please pray that it does. As it says on a mug
that I was drinking tea out of recently (!); "a teacher preserves the past, reveals the present and creates the future". I hope to do that. I was a school chaplain for 15 years before coming to St James‟ and I return to that work, hopefully, a far better priest for my time
amongst the wonderful people of St James‟ Finchampstead. You have given me so very
much; more than words can say. You have been my teacher, preserving, revealing and
creating in me.
As I look back over six years I am conscious of the immense privilege it has been to be
Priest-in-Charge, and how these years have been pivotal in shaping me as a human being. I am in the process of writing up my thoughts about what has happened during this
remarkable period in the life of our church, and I hope these will be of some interest to
people - when they are eventually finished! It has been an incredible journey and I
thought it was worthy of some reflection from my perspective.
The St James' Festival Week at the end of July was typical of so much that happens at St
James‟ because of the sheer hard work and boundless enthusiasm of so many people.
The week contained the Civic Service of Thanksgiving with Bishop Stephen followed by
tea, a Cheese and Wine Open Evening to celebrate the end of the Conservation Work,
together with archive material; the launch of the Friends of St James Scheme; the launch
of the commemorative booklet of the History of St James, together with the photographic
CD and DVD of the Conservation Work; the glorious Flower Festival which saw so many
people come through the doors and wonder at its enhanced beauty; a Hog Roast and live
band party; a mini fete and tower opening on St James‟ Day, rounded off with a stunning
organ and choir concert. Incredibly, despite the outlay, during the week we raised about
£1500 for the (still ongoing) conservation fund. I was delighted to see that much of this
was mentioned in the local newspaper, with lots of photographs (!); such publicity is brilliant news for the gospel and what we stand for as a church; a community dedicated to
"loving God and our neighbours as ourselves.", and doing it with much fun and style!
Penny and I would like to thank you for your incredible generosity as we depart: for the
most wonderful book of comments which move me to tears as I read them; for the fabulous drawings and comments from the children; the flowers and cards; the incredible „car
and pavements paved with gold‟ cake; the champagne and the glasses to drink from; the
personal gifts and the staggering cheque for £1134. Our intention is to spend the money
by investing in some new bicycles for each of us; to buy some decent golf clubs for myself; and possibly a small sculpture. All these will remind us of the most precious days
among you. I will forever echo the words that St Paul said to the Philippians in Chapter 1
v.3 Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.
Your friend and brother in Christ, Richard.
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MOTHERS‟ UNION AND WOMEN‟S FELLOWSHIP
Autumn will soon be here, time to look ahead to our forthcoming meetings and speakers.
Our evening group meets on September 8th when Daphne Lucan-Wilson will speak on
“The Parenting of Teenagers”. The afternoon branch meeting is September 9th when
John Ledger will tell us about “The Mission Aviation Fellowship”. At our October 14 th meeting, we will learn about “The Hearing Dogs for the Deaf”. Donations for this charity would
be very gratefully received. The evening group meet again on November 10 th when Denise Adams, the energy and inspiration behind our July Flower Festival will show us
“Arrangements for Christmas” The afternoon branch will meet on November 11 th when
Nova Owen will speak about PACT - ”Parents and Children Together”.
Our evening group is becoming established and we recently enrolled three new members.
We welcome anyone interested in the subjects detailed above, or who would like to join an
informal friendly group.
Diary dates
Wednesday September 8th 7.30pm Evening meeting – Speaker Daphne Lucan-Wilson
Thursday September 9th 2pm Afternoon meeting - Speaker John Ledger
Tuesday September 14th 10am Committee meeting
Wednesday September 15th 10am Corporate Communion
Thursday October 14th 2pm Afternoon meeting – Speaker to be confirmed
Wednesday October 20th 10am Corporate Communion
Wednesday November 10th 7.30pm Evening meeting – Speaker Denise Adams
Thursday November 11th 2pm Afternoon meeting – Speaker Nova Owen
Wednesday November 17th 10am Corporate Communion
All our meetings and services take place in the Church Centre and everyone is welcome
to join us.
Sarah Owen, Branch Leader
ST JAMES FINCHAMPSTEAD TOWER BELLRINGERS
Summer is proceeding as normal. We have rung for a few weddings and a group of ringers
from Putney and another of ex-Berkshire ringers have rung at our Tower as part of their Ringing
Outing. The Open Tower for the Patronal Festival was very successful. We should have kept
count of the number of visitors. There were certainly an awful lot, which is good. We enjoyed
showing them the bells and the view from the Tower and explaining a little about the bells and
bell-ringing. The new television closed circuit link to the ringing chamber lets us see now what
is going on in the church. Previously we would hear only the occasional muted singing of
hymns, quite cut off from the activity below.
Our ladybirds have disappeared now without any help from us except, perhaps, opening the
windows during the hot weather.
We practise on Wednesdays from 7.45pm – 9pm and would love to welcome more ringers –
both novice and experienced. Do come along and join us. Please call me in advance if you
would prefer someone to meet you outside.
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747
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SOCIAL AND FUND RAISING NEWS
St. James‟ Patronal Festival 18th – 25th July 2010
Our Patronal Festival Week Celebrations were very much tinged with a mixture of relief, that
the conservation work had finally been completed, so this was truly something to celebrate but
also with sadness as it was Rev Richard‟s last weekend here at St. James‟.
The celebrations started with a Civic Service on Sunday 18 th July with Bishop Stephen, followed on Wednesday with a cheese and wine evening, with displays of St. James‟ past, present and future. Denise Adams and her “flower ladies” spent all day Thursday and until late
into the evening, flower arranging – and what amazing displays. Friday and Saturday the
Church was open both days for the flower festival and light refreshments were served in the
Church Centre. On Saturday evening we sent Richard off in grand style with live music provided by the Eversley Brothers and a splendid hog roast supper.
The celebrations continued after the Sunday 11am service, with bucks fizz and a wonderful
cake made by Karen. As if that wasn‟t enough, being St. James‟ Day, the Church Tower was
open and by 1.30 people were already queuing to climb up and appreciate the wonder views.
The sun was shining which made the afternoon garden party extremely popular with various
stalls and games to keep both the young and not so young entertained. The ladies in the
kitchen were rushed off their feet all afternoon serving cream teas. Then to complete our week
of celebrations Andrew and the choir entertained us with some delightful singing and organ
music. We are also delighted to report that at the end of the week £1,500 was added to the
Conservation Fund and over £300 for the flower fund.
Forthcoming events and dates for your diaries:
Saturday 11th September. Return of “Trio Treats” classical musical evening.
Vermont USA Choir Visit – October 2010
Ash clouds permitting, the Church Choir from Milton, Vermont USA are coming to stay and
sing with us at St. James‟. During their visit here various coach trips and social events are
planned, more details later.
Sue Sampson (Social and Fundraising Team)

A

note from Rev John …
I thought it might be helpful to tell you what I expect to be doing now that we have
said goodbye to Rev Richard and, as importantly, what I expect not to be doing.
Many of you are aware that I work unpaid for the church half-time and for various pension
and charity organisations the other half (a mixture of paid and voluntary). This will continue. So I will normally be around on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday of each week. I will try
also to cover the Wednesday morning Communion service when I can by swapping time
with my church days. Apart from that I will not be available on Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, or on Saturday which I intend to keep as my day off. You will see more of me on
Sunday than in the past, though we will have visiting clergy one Sunday a month, at 8
o‟clock on busy days, and when I am on holiday. What I clearly won‟t be able to take on is
(Continued on page 5)
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much of what Rev Richard did in the parish so, for example, we will need to get help from
other local clergy for most weddings and funerals. But in addition to such outside help, we
have so many talented and committed leaders in the church that we should be able to maintain and develop all our regular activities and our involvement in the community.
I thought it best to be explicit about this so that everyone‟s expectations are aligned. Few
people will be more sorry than I am that Rev Richard has left, but I do feel that we are experiencing a time of great blessing and opportunity at St James and that shouldn‟t change.
In fact the opportunities are likely only to increase when we merge with St Mary and St
John. I believe that, between us all, we will continue to grasp these opportunities with open
arms as we seek to follow in the way of Jesus Christ. As he almost said in Matthew 5.14:
The church on the hill cannot be hidden.
With all good wishes, John
HISTORY-on-the-HILL
A sixty page Booklet containing an account of the History and Conservation of St James‟
Church, Finchampstead, from 1134 to 2010… The Booklet is supported by two DVDs;
Video Gallery produced by Bob Whitmarsh containing over an hour of video clips of the
conservation before,
during and
after the
project with
an introduction and sub
titles.Picture
Gallery produced by Ed
Sampson
containing
over 1100
pictures of
the Conservation project, the
contractors
and sub contractors at work, etc.
Please contact Ed Sampson or the Parish Office if you would like to purchase what will become a future collectors‟ item.
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Answers on page 14

THE NEXT RECTOR? - don't hold your breath.
In answer to the question I've already been asked several times, we don't know when the next
Rector will start but it will not be soon. The process of finding replacement clergy in the Church
of England is a lengthy one and does not generally start until the current rector has left. The
Church Council (PCC) has to answer certain questions, provide a written Parish Profile
and appoint representatives to be involved in the process alongside Diocesan officials. The
last two interregna were each a year long. Carolyn Fox, PCC Secretary

St. James Finchampstead
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Everything you always wanted to know about the Christian faith but were afraid to
ask…
Back by popular demand, the following course:

7 sessions on Thursday evenings - 8 till 9.30
at St James‟ Church Centre (coffee at 7.45)
30 September, 7, 14 & 21 October
4, 11 & 18 November

Each session includes a video introduction, a short talk and plenty of time for discussion.
There is a helpful manual and lots of extra material. By the end of the course we will have
read the whole of Mark‟s Gospel.
For more details please contact Janet Clements on 0118 932 8679
(ianandjanetclements@star.co.uk). Or simply come along on 30 September.

Feedback from 2009: “It‟s very open and you felt you could ask
almost anything”… “An opportunity to consider my faith in greater
depth”… “I was totally engrossed every week!”
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FLEDGELINGS BABY AND TODDLERS GROUP
Every Tuesday during term time 1.45 until 4 pm in St James‟ Church Centre
£1.50 per family which includes fantastic toys, storytime with music and nursery rhymes, drink
and biscuit for the children and tea/coffee MADE for the grown-ups. We have lots of special
events throughout the year, and all of our profits go to charity including: the St Matthew‟s Kimberley Pre-school in South Africa, Christian Aid, St James‟ Conservation Fund and Away From
It All (which enables disadvantaged families to enjoy a short holiday). Just turn up, there‟s no
need to book and you‟ll receive a very warm welcome. Alternatively, for more information, call
Karen Remmington on 0118 9734070 or go to our website fledgelings.org.uk.
Dates for your Diary: September (either 14th or 21st depending on the weather) our sports day
and October 12th our harvest hat parade. Check our website for further details.
News: Teddy Bears‟ Picnic Summer Event
The afternoon kicked off with a visit from our friendly local police and all the children could
clamber in the car and turn on the blue lights and sirens, interrogate the police officer and sit in
the back
(hopefully not
something they‟ll
be doing in the
future!). Then Uncle Charley entertained everybody
with magic, singing, dancing,
jokes, balloon animals and general
sillyness. Some
unsuspecting
adults were also
dragged up to
participate in the
games! Finally the
afternoon culminated with the arrival of the fire engine. The fire crew dropped by having put out a field fire just beforehand and
let the children use the hose and climb onto the engine. Several of the older children got a
chance to programme the onboard computer with their addresses and learnt what the process
was for getting to „a shout‟. It has to be said that the parents were probably equally as excited!
Oh and in between times we enjoyed our picnics, and the children played with all the toys, rideons, bubble machines and ate far too many ice creams, and we had a lovely assortment of teddies all dressed up for the competition – congratulations to Anya who won with her teddy
(Continued

on page 18)
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September
1st
2nd
5th

6th
7th
8th
9th

11th

12th

13th

10am Midweek Communion
8pm Evening Housegroup at
43 Kiln Ride
14th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Church Family Communion –
Commissioning those „Moving On‟ in
their education.
6pm Evensong
9.30am Morning Prayer
8pm Standing Committee
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings resumes
10am Midweek Communion
7.30pm Evening Mothers‟ Union meeting
9.45am Morning Housegroup at
4 Avery Close
2pm Mothers‟ Union Meeting with
speaker
CROW (cycle, run or walk) round local
churches with sponsorship shared between Berkshire Historic Churches Trust
and church of choice – see notice for
more information
7.30pm Trio Treats Concert*
15th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion [CW]
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club resumes
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group resumes
9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study resumes

14th 10am Tuesday Working Party
10am MU Committee
1.45pm Fledgelings
th
15 10am Midweek Communion
2.30pm Churchyard Trust
Autumn Tea Party at
Finchampstead Sports Club
th
16 8pm Evening Housegroup at
43 Kiln Ride
th
18 8.45am Ladies‟ Breakfast
Footballers‟ BBQ
19th 16th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
th
20 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study
7.45 for 8pm PCC Meeting
st
21 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
nd
22 10am Midweek Communion
23rd 9.40am Morning on „Holy
Listening‟ at Church Centre
7.40pm Repeat of „Holy Listening‟
session (See Page 17 for details)
25th 10am – 3.30pm Berkshire
Archdeaconry Vocations
Fellowship Quiet Day*
th
26 17th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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27th 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study
28th 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
th
29 10am Midweek Communion
30th 7.45pm Christianity Explored
Course begins
October
3rd Harvest
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family service
11am Church Family
Communion
6pm Evensong
7pm Youth Group
4th 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study
th
5
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
th
6
10am Midweek Communion
7pm Youth Service
7th 7.45pm Christianity Explored course
8pm Evening Housegroup (venue TBC)
th
9
7.30 for 7.45pm Church Harvest
Supper* & choir concert
th
10 19th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
11th 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study
8pm Standing Committee

St. James’ Finchampstead

12th 9am School Harvest Service
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings & harvest hat
parade
th
13 10am Midweek Communion
14th 9.45am Morning Housegroup
(venue TBC)
2pm Mothers' Union Meeting
with speaker
7.45pm Christianity Explored
course
th
17 20th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
th
18 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study
19th 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
th
20 10am Midweek Communion
21st 7.45pm Christianity Explored
course
8pm Evening Housegroup
(venue TBC)
th
24 Bible Sunday
8am Holy Communion [CW]
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion
Sorry, no Youth Group
25th 9.30am Morning Prayer
26th 10am Tuesday Working Party
Sorry, No Fledgelings
27th 10am Midweek Communion
28th 9.45am Morning Housegroup
(venue TBC)

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre
CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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31st 4th Sunday before Advent and
celebrating All Saints‟ Day
(Remember, Clocks go back!)
8am Holy Communion BCP
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion for
All Saints‟
5pm „Light Party‟
6pm Taizé service
Sorry, No Youth Group
November
1st 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study
nd
2
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
3rd 10am Midweek Communion
7pm Youth Service
th
4
7.45pm Christianity Explored
course
8pm Evening Housegroup
(venue TBC)
th
6
8.45am Ladies‟ Breakfast
7th 3rd Sunday before Advent &
celebration of All Souls‟ 6pm
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family service
11am Church Family
Communion
6pm Choral service for
All Souls‟ (remembering loved
ones who have died)
followed by coffee and cake
7pm Youth Group
th
8
9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study

9th
10th
11th

14th

15th

16th
17th
18th

21st

10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
10am Midweek Communion
7.30pm Evening Mothers‟ Union
Meeting
9.45am Morning Housegroup
(venue TBC)
2pm Mothers‟ Union meeting
with speaker
7.45pm Christianity Explored
course
Remembrance Sunday
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Remembrance
Communion
10.45am Sunday Club
10.50am Remembrance Sunday
service including 2 minutes
silence at 11am
3pm Service at War Memorial
7pm Youth Group
9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning
with Jesus‟ Bible Study
7.45 for 8pm PCC
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
10am Midweek Communion
7.45pm Christianity Explored
course
8pm Evening Housegroup
(venue TBC)
Sunday next before Advent /
Christ the King / 4th Anniversary of
Twinning with
St Matthew‟s Kimberley
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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22nd
23rd
24th
25th
28th

29th

11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am „Monday Morning with Jesus‟
Bible Study
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings
10am Midweek Communion
9.45am Morning Housegroup
(venue TBC)
Advent Sunday
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion
6pm Advent Service of Darkness to Light
followed by Refreshments
7pm Youth Group
9.30am Morning Prayer

30th

10.30am „Monday Morning with Jesus‟
Bible Study
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings

5th Dec
9th Dec
14th Dec
19th Dec

24th Dec
25th Dec

Some Forthcoming Dates
Gift Sunday
Mothers‟ Union Carol
Service & Tea
Fledgelings Nativity &
Christmas Party
Family Carols 3pm
Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols 6pm at
Wellington College Chapel
Christingle service*4pm
& Midnight Mass both at
Wellington College Chapel
Christmas Day services
at 8am, 9.30am & 11am

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre
CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133 ]

Noah said: “Nobody is leaving this Ark until you tell me
what you did with those two caterpillars!”

St. James Finchampstead
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CHURCH CONSERVATION PROJECT:
We have now enjoyed our Patronal celebrations and the conservation Project is ended. Well
nearly ended. There are still some minor „snagging‟ items to resolve and we have until
March 2011 to identify any emerging problems. Contractors, Farr & Roberts, did such a
great job but there will inevitably be some drying out or possible movement issues that are
likely to arise and need fixing.
Unfortunately the HMRC grant against VAT has proven to be a complicated application with
a more restricted set of criteria than we had first been advised and we are subsequently going to suffer a grant shortfall against our previous expectations. The grant opportunity itself is
being withdrawn by the
HMRC in March 2011 so we
are only just in time!!!
I hope everyone has spotted the new „lanterns‟ recently installed above the
Porch door, the 1590 door
and the Tower west door.
The two former Lanterns
are on PIR activators and
will light up your way should
the evening be past „dusk‟.
The Organ blower motor
encasement has now taken
place early in August together with its „sound‟ proof
padding. So hopefully the
future will be quieter!!
We have now completed
the
“History-on-the-Hill‟
booklet which is an account
of not only the current conservation work just completed but also retells, from
the pen of John Dewhurst,
some of the history of St
James‟ Church from 1134 to
2000 and covers the various events of the past centuries to the present day. Additional to the Booklet are two supporting DVDs now produced and are ready and on sale see page 5 for further details.
What‟s the next project I wonder???
Ed Sampson
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HOUSEGROUPS “WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?”
‘According to my records, the Housegroups have now been meeting regularly for eight years. It seems to be something of a landmark, because we
are going to have to take a break from hosting and leading these groups.
This is because my wife and I are suffering from ill health, which necessitates each of us undergoing a period of hospital treatment with uncertain outcomes. I am sure
both housegroups are strong enough to continue without us, until the Lord sees fit to return us
to active service.
The future programme will depend on the wishes of the members, but I can offer a number of
resources that may be useful. In the past we have relied heavily on DVD‟s of Lectures and Bible Studies that were recorded at the Keswick Convention. The 2010 Convention is entitled
Christ-Centred Renewal, and offers us a potential gold mine of Bible teaching:
Week 1: 17 Jul – 23 Jul Don Carson
Christ in Matthew
Week 2: 24 Jul – 30 Jul Paul Mallard
Revelation 2 & 3
Week 3: 31 Jul – 6 Aug Alistair Begg
Romans 8
I will be placing orders for DVD recordings of each of these Bible Studies, as well as for the
three Keswick Lectures, and these will be available for the use of our groups. I am particularly
looking forward to hearing Alistair Begg, who was such a success with our members a few
years ago, when he did an excellent study on the Book of Ruth.
There are, of course, many other resources we can use, not least of which are those recommended by our members. It may be a good idea to start the autumn term on the 23 rd September, by attending a morning meeting devoted to looking at the function of a Spiritual Director,
which is being organised by one of our members. Other members have expressed a wish to
do a plain Bible Study, so I have sent for the Scripture Union‟s notes for small groups on
Paul‟s letter to the Ephesians, which we can have a look at. Alternatively, we could study passages of Scripture using the Serendipity Bible. These are just a few of the exciting opportunities that are open to our groups this autumn.
In the meantime, both our groups have decided to take a break for the month of August. We
will let you know the autumn programme in the September issue of the Finchampstead Magazine. The Morning Group normally meets on 2nd & 4th Thursdays from 9.45 to 11.45a.m. and
the Evening Group on 1st & 3rd Thursdays from 8 to 10 p.m. Our housegroups are ecumenical,
self-administered groups. For information about the venue please telephone Audrey and
Francis Moore (Tel: 0118 973 2592).
Answers to Junior Crossword on page 6

Across
3. Galilee 7. Babel 10. Gethsemane 13. Israel 15. RiverJordan 16. MountSinai
Down
1. Calvary 2. Bethlehem 4. Corinth 5. Jerusalem 6. Nazareth 8. Egypt 9. Jericho 11. Ararat 12.
Sodom 14. Cana

St. James Finchampstead
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Sunday Club is an opportunity for children to learn more about the Christian faith and what it
means to be a follower of Jesus. Each week we focus on a story or theme from the Bible using material appropriate to each age group. Stories, craft, games, drama and discussion encourage children to find out more about the Christian faith and its relevance to them. This term
we‟ll be looking at Acts and learning more about Paul and the early church.
We meet in St James‟ Church Centre on Sunday mornings from 10.45 – 12.10 (2nd, 4th and
5th Sundays of the month during term-time). The children are in four groups: „Gems‟ the
crèche for babies and toddlers up to two and a half, „Pebbles‟ for children aged two and a half
to school year „Reception‟, „Rocks‟ for children in school years 1, 2 and 3, and „Boulders‟ for
those in school years 4, 5 and 6.
Dates for this term: 12th and 26th Sept, 9th, 24th, 31st October, 7th and 21st November and the
last session is 12th December. We then break up for the school Christmas holidays and resume again on January 9th 2011.
Hazel Scott on 01344 773278 - (Sunday Club Team Leader)
HANDBELL
RINGERS
Thanks to the
generosity of St
James‟ Church
in the use of its
Centre facilities,
65 senior citizens from
homes in Berkshire were able
to enjoy afternoon tea at the
end of July in
different surroundings along with music
from pianist Sue
Edwards and the
handbell ringers. Very appreciative thanks were received from the homes both on the day
and subsequently, to be passed to all who made the event possible.
Sally Hamblin, handbell ringer
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THE PASTORAL TEAM at St James‟ works both within the Parish and outside to help members of the community in all aspects of life. Working in close conjunction with the parish clergy,
we are primarily a group of people who visit the sick, the lonely, the bereaved and those who
need a person just to unload on. We have links with many organisations that are in a position
to offer advice as needed. Whilst we strive to give what help we can, we are not trained as
counsellors but are people who have time to listen and give comfort where necessary.
Additionally we have people who are willing to assist with getting people to hospital appointments.
The Eucharistic Lay Minister is able to bring Holy Communion to those who, for whatever reason, are unable to get to Church.
We are able to visit at your home, in hospital or can arrange meetings at our Church Centre.
Do you have a calling to this Ministry? Please contact me at the St. James‟ Finchampstead
Parish Office on 0118 930133
If you would like to talk to somebody or need help please call the St. James‟ Finchampstead
Parish Office on 0118 930133. All calls are in strictest confidence. Paul Arscott
THE PASSION PLAY BY GILL COOMBS
In 2010 we went to see
the Passion Play in Germany,
at Oberammergau it was.
In 1632 because
the widespread plague had come to stay,
so to the Lord they turned to pray.
If He would save them from this hell,
the story of the Lord they‟d tell.
The Lord was good – He saved them all,
they still got sick but did not fall.
So every ten years up to now
they act the Play to keep their vow.
The whole community takes part,
to love the Lord with all their heart.
The singing is a joy to hear.
Musicians play upon the ear,
and villagers who act their role
complete the scene to make it whole.

The theatre holds so many folk
Four thousand 700 this is no joke.
And all were under cover, though
the actors weren‟t and therefore so
if it should rain, they all got wet
and cold, „twas such a shame and yet
they carried on till it was done,
all hoping that they‟d see the sun.
When we were there, rain stayed away,
the sun shone all and every day.
But come the night, and light was gone,
Our Lord had died but life had won.

St. James Finchampstead
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HOLY LISTENING
THE MINISTRY OF SPIRITUAL DIRECTION

WHAT CAN IT OFFER?
FIND OUT ON THURSDAY 23RD SEPT
10.00-11.30AM (COFFEE FROM 9.40)
OR 8.00-9.30PM (COFFEE FROM 7.40)
AT ST JAMES‟ CHURCH CENTRE
FINCHAMPSTEAD
(www.stjames.finchampstead.co.uk)
FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO BOOK A PLACE,
CONTACT JANET CLEMENTS ON 0118-9328679 (ianandjanetclements@star.co.uk)
Organised by members of the Spi-Dir Network for Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire
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MUSIC AT ST JAMES‟ - random ramblings from the North
Chapel
Once again I write between the end of one academic year in July
whilst looking ahead to the beginning of a new one in September
and the changes and challenges that this always brings. The last
year has been a good one for the choir, culminating in the Summer
Concert at the end of the St James‟ Festival. Whilst this was a generally happy occasion with the choir on terrific form and a full church, it was also tinged with a
degree of sadness as it was of course Richard Warden‟s final Sunday with us as Priest-incharge. During his time at St James‟, Revd Richard‟s support and encouragement to the Music Department has been tremendous – thanks for everything Richard! Sadly, the Concert also
saw the end of Jo Myall‟s term as Head Chorister. Jo has been an amazing Head Chorister,
carrying out her duties with a quiet and kindly authority that has earned her the respect of all
the young choristers in her charge. I‟m delighted to report that she is staying in the choir but,
as her voice range has dropped significantly over the last few months, she will be joining the
Senior Choir as an Alto. Also on the move is one of our assistant leaders - Matt Booth – whose
voice has decided to break. Matt has already joined the Senior Choir and at present is singing
Tenor, but we will have to see where his voice ends up during the next year. So, who‟s the
new Head Chorister ? I‟m really pleased to announce that Rachel Witting will be carrying out
this important role. Rachel has been our other assistant leader for a while now and during this
time has developed some really positive leadership qualities of her own. The Head Chorister‟s
medallion is passed from Head Chorister to Head Chorister and Rachel will receive it at a little
ceremony on (hopefully) the first Sunday in September at the “Moving on” service. September
will see further changes in the Senior Choir with a much needed increase of our Alto section as
we also welcome Tracey Malins and Angela Anderson. This means we now have five altos,
thus restoring a good balance within the “parts” section of the choir. With this slight enlargement of the Senior Choir we do need to recruit a few more boys and girls from the age of seven
upwards into the Junior Choir. The Juniors meet for practice on Thursday evenings from about
7-00 to 8-30 pm and sing mainly at the 11-00 Sunday Service plus Weddings and some extra
services, concerts etc. If you would like full details about membership and the commitments
that go with it please see me after any service for an informal chat or give me a ring – 0118
9549059. I‟ll be very pleased to hear from you.
Andrew Bosley (Director of Music)
(Fledgelings from page 8)

dressed in a beautiful tissue paper outfit!
There was something for everyone and with the fine weather we had a really good turn out
of families with approx. 70 children plus their parents/carers. Lots of people helped to set up
the event, so thanks go to the Tuesday Working Group, the Mothers‟ Union and the
Fledgelings committee for all their hard work.

St. James Finchampstead

THE FLOWER TEAM have had a very busy few
months preparing for the Flower Festival which formed
part of the finale to the Patronal Week Celebrations.
We organised a Summer Coffee Morning on 11th July,
which was very well attended, to help raise the additional funds needed.
The morning of the 22nd of July dawned to find bucket
after bucket of foliage, kindly donated by parishioners
and armfuls of flowers brought in by the arrangers.
The Church and Church Centre became a hub of creativity and laughter as Church Flower Arrangers mixed
with Finchampstead Flower Club, all of which had to
climb over Rev Richard who had decided this was a
good time to polish the floor tiles! By nightfall the
Church had 23 beautiful arrangements depicting different aspects of „St. James‟ Through the Ages‟. The
doors opened on the 23rd to a constant stream of visitors that continued, to everyone‟s delight, for the next
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three days.
Now the Festival is over we
are looking into the autumn
and will be running a few
special events to which all
are welcome. In September
we have an open morning for
any beginners who would like
to come into Church and see
a demonstration of the
weekly flower arrangements.
October sees a „fun with
flowers‟ workshop for anyone
wishing to have a go at creating an arrangement with a container of their choice and a couple of bunches of supermarket
flowers. On November 10th the Mothers‟ Union have asked us to give a seasonal demonstration and December will see us decorating the Church for Christmas so we will be on the
look out for more foliage and willing volunteers. Dates and times of all the events will appear
on the Pew Sheets in coming weeks.
We are still offering flower sponsorship so if you wish to commemorate a special date with
flowers please contact Denise Adams via the Church Office or
by emailing deeseadams@hotmail.com.
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PRIEST-IN-CHARGE:

VACANCY

ASSOCIATE PRIEST:

REV. JOHN EDWARDS,

GREEN HEDGES,25 ST JOHN‟S ST.
CROWTHORNE 01344 774586

LICENSED LAY MINISTER: DR KEITH ATTON
CHURCH WARDENS:
NICKY ALDER,

65 READING ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD
0118 9734904
ED SAMPSON,
PORTELET, KILN RIDE EXT.
FINCHAMPSTEAD 0118 9732069
ALL ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS, ETC SHOULD BE MADE TO:
THE CHURCH OFFICE,
THE MANOR HOUSE, CHURCH LANE, FINCHAMPSTEAD. RG40 4LU.
Email; office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
OFFICE HOURS;
OPEN FROM 10.00AM TO 12.00 MONDAY TO FRIDAY.
TEL / FAX NO:
0118 973 0133

CONTRAST
Youth Group had a fantastic day at Horse shoe lake in June, 20 odd young people were building rafts and went kayaking, whiles some parents prepared a BBQ that we could all enjoy in
the end. Lovely afternoon out with the group in a fair bit of sunshine.
We had a last session on the 18th of July, a bring and share little buffet and lots of singing and
performing from our young people.
We are planning to set up another pantomime for Christmas this year, although Youth Group
will be running with different activities for those who do not want to take part in the panto. We
will do arts and crafts and different discussion session based on resources from Christian Aid.
We do also have some plans for different guest speaker, that has not been confirmed yet.
Contrast is open to all those in year seven and above who enjoy having fun, tuck, making new
friends and chatting about the big issues. Our group has a Christian ethos. Our sessions all
take place at the St James‟ Church Centre unless indicated otherwise and start at 7pm finishing at 8.30pm.
Extra midweek sessions takes place first Wednesday every month, which will include a short
worship slot.
Youth Group starts up again Sunday 12th September. Not running 24th or 31st October during half term.
Hope to see lot of Young people there for an exciting new term!
If any questions or queries please contact Cathy Clayton 0118 9730707
cathrine.clayton@btinternet.co.uk or Elisabeth Tracey 0118 9736795 familytracey@aol.com

