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At the end of my final Supd:
Edwards and the congregation prayed most movingly fo ‘ enr
and me as we depart for pastures new at the end of Auglist, al
Paul Arscott read the following beautiful famous words b ’ in|
Louise Haskins to help send us on our way!
| said to the man who stood at the gate of the year
'‘Give me a light that | may tread safely into the unknown
And he replied,
;8 '‘Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand ofi&od
%: % That shall be to you better than light and safer than a kn@Wwn
way!'
S So | went forth and finding the Hand of God
& Trod gladly into the night
He led me towards the hills
And the breaking of day in the lone east.
So heart be still!
What need our human life to know
If God hath comprehension?
e In all the dizzy strife of things
, Both high and low,

God hideth his intention.

Inside this issue:
These words resonate deeply with me (as they may do With m

Mot her s 83 Urmfushn the face of an unknown future) as | head off backffo th

SocialNews 4  London Diocese where | initially served as a curate afterfeinc

Piece of History 5  ordained in St Paul's Cathedral in 1983. For those who | not

Crossword 6 yetknow, | shall be Chaplain to the 1300 pupils in the thigg

Fledgelings g  schools which make up the Mill Hill Foundation in north do

Church Diary 9+ Grimsdell (Pprep/Infant school), Belmont (Preparatory/Jdgior

conservation 13 School) and Mill Hill (Senior school) where | shall also belifleac
House Groups 14 Religious Studies. My new role in education, classroom | ach
Sunday Club 15 NG, pastoral care and evangelism may be compared to t 1at of
Music 1g the Parable of the Sower, as | seek to sow the seeds of faith ir

Flower Team 19 these young people. May these seeds come to bear m b sp

Youth Group 20 (Continued on pag@)
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tual fruit in their lives in the years to come. Please pray that it does. As it says on
that | was drinking tea out of recerdlyg@cher preserves the past, reveals the pre-
sent and creates the futurebpe to do that. | was a school chaplain for 15 years be-
fore coming to St Jamesd and | returr
amongst the wonderful peopl e ofvenSt Je
much; more than words canYsajave beemyteacher, preserving, revealing and
creating in me.

As | look back over six years | am conscious of the immense privilege it has been t
PriesinCharge, and how these years have been pivotal in shaping me as a human
ing. | am in the process of writing up my thoughts about what has happened durin
remarkable period in the life of our church, and | hope these will be of some interes
people when they are eventually finished! It has been an incredible journey and |
thought it was worthy of some reflection from my perspective.

The St James' Festival Week at the end of July was typical of so much that happer
Jamesd because of the sheer hard wor k
The week contained the Civic Service of Thanksgiving with Bishop Stephen followe
tea, a Cheese and Wine Open Evening to celebrate the end of the Conservation W
together with archive material; the launch of the Friends of St James Scheme; the |
of the commemorative booklet of the History of St James, together with the photog
CD and DVD of the Conservation Work; the glorious Flower Festival which saw so
people come through the doors and wonder at its enhanced beauty; a Hog Roast ¢
band party; a mini fete and tower o0pe
organ and choir concert. Incredibly, despite the outlay, during the week we raised
£1500 for the (still ongoing) conservation fund. | was delighted to see that much of
was mentioned in the local newspaper, with lots of photographs (!); such publicity i
liant news for the gospel and what we stand for as a church; a community dedicate
"loving God and our neighbours as ourseldedding it with much fun and style!
Penny and | would like to thank you for your incredible generosity as we depart: for
most wonderful book of comments which move me to tears as | read them; for the
| ous drawings and comments from t he ¢
and pavements paved with gol do cake;
personal gifts and the staggering cheque for £1134. Our intention is to spend the r
by investing in some new bicycles for each of us; to buy some decent golf clubs for
self; and possibly a small sculpture. All these will remimdasfpotcioris days

among you. | will forever echo the words that St Paul said to the Philippians in Ch:
v.3Every time | think of you, | give thanks to my God.

Your friend and brother in Christ, Richard.
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MOTHERSO UWNWMENOAND EWL OWSHI P
Autumn will soon be here, time to look ahead to our forthcoming meetings and s
Our evening group meets on Septémidear8Daphne Lud&iison will speak on

AThe Parenting of Teenager so. The ¢
John Ledger will tell wus about thmeéthe
i ng, we wil|l | earn about AThe Heari:

be very gratefully received. The evening group meet again on Nehemibs-10
nise Adams, the energy and inspiration behind our July Flower Festival will showsss
AArrangements for Christmaso thwheme afil e
Nova Owen will speak about RACTar ent s and Chil dr en 0 Q
Our evening group is becoming established and we recently enrolled three new g&:mb
We welcome anyone interested in the subjects detailed above, or who would likes# joi
informal friendly group.

Diary dates

Wednesday Septemlyer.80pm Evening meetiggpeaker Daphne Lukditson
Thursday SeptembePpm Afternoon meetiSgeaker John Ledger

Tuesday Septembeir 1dam Committee meeting

Wednesday SeptembérlTIam Corporate Communion

Thursday Octobeih24m Afternoon meetirf@peaker to be confirmed

Wednesday Octobeh 20am Corporate Communion

Wednesday Novembdr7180pm Evening meetiSgeaker Denise Adams

Thursday Novembeér 2gm Afternoon meetir@peaker Nova Owen

Wednesday NovembdrilDam Corporate Communion

All our meetings and services take place in the Church Centre and everyone is v
to join us. Sarah Owen, Branch Leader

ST JAMES FINCHAMPSDHOWER BELLRINGERS
Summer is proceeding as normal. We have rung for a few weddings and a grou@ef rir
from Putney and another-Bieekshire ringers have rung at our Tower as part of thalfRin
Outing. The Open Tower for the Patronal Festival was very successful. We shoul@l hav
count of the number of visitors. There were certainly an awful lot, which is good. Me el
showing them the bells and the view from the Tower and explaining a little about the b
bellringing. The new television closed circuit link to the ringing chamber lets us|sé& no
IS going on in the church. Previously we would hear only the occasional muted [sifiging
hymns, quite cut off from the activity below.
Our ladybirds have disappeared now without any help from us except, perhaps,
windows during the hot weather.

We practise on Wednesdays from 7.9ppmand would love to welcome moreiring
both novice and experienced. Do come along and join us. Please call me in ady:
would prefer someone to meet you outside.
Patricia AmeJower Contact 0118 973 3747
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SOCIAL AND FUND RAISING NEWS

St. Jamesd P#adz2Bgulyadl0o Festi val 18
Our Patronal Festival Week Celebrations were very much tinged with a mixture of
the conservation work had finally been completed, so this was truly something to ce
al so with sadness as it was Rev Righa
The celebrations started with a Civic Service on SuhdaywitB Bishop Stephern, fol-
| owed on Wednesday with a cheese and
sent and future. Deni se Adams and |her
into the evening, flower arraingamgl what amazing displays. Friday and Saturday
Church was open both days for the flower festival and light refreshments were sel
Church Centre. On Saturday evening we sent Richard off in grand style with live
vided by the Eversley Brothers and a splendid hog roast supper.

The celebrations continued after the Sunday 1lam service, with bucks fizz and a
cake made by Karen. As 1 f that wasnboé
open and by 1.30 people were already queuing to climb up and appreciate the wor
The sun was shining which made the afternoon garden party extremely popular w
stalls and games to keep both the young and not so young entertained. The lac
kitchen were rushed off their feet all afternoon serving cream teas. Then to complet
of celebrations Andrew and the choir entertained us with some delightful singing
music. We are also delighted to report that at the end of the week £1,500 was ac
Conservation Fund and over £300 for the flower fund.
Forthcoming events and dates for your diaries:
Saturday M SeptemberRet ur n of #ATri o Treatso ¢l a
Vermont USA Choir VidiDctober 2010
Ash clouds permitting, the Church Choir from Milton, Vermont USA are conjing tc
sing with wus at St. Jamesoo. Dur i njg
planned, more details later.

Sue Sampson (Social and Fundraising Team)

note from Rev John é

| thought it might be helpful to tell you what | expect to be doing now that we

said goodbye to Rev Richard and, as importantly, what | expect not to be ¢
Many of you are aware that | work unpaid for the ctinelamalifor various pension
and charity organisations the other half (a mixture of paid and voluntary). This w
tinue. So | will normally be around on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday of each week.
also to cover the Wednesday morning Communion service when | can by swappil
with my church days. Apart from that | will not be available on Wednesday, Thursc
Friday, or on Saturday which | intend to keep as my day off. You will see more of
Sunday than in the past, though we will have visiting clergy one Sunday a mont
o6clock on busy days, and when | am ¢

(Continued on pagb)
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(Rev John from pag®
much of what Rev Richard did in the parish so, for example, we will need to [@ét he
other local clergy for most weddings and funerals. But in addition to such ouf8ide t
have so many talented and committed leaders in the church that we should bei@ble
tain and develop all our regular activities and our involvement in the communit
0
people will be more sorry than | am that Rev Richard has left, but | do feel that we
a
ary
SW
tthe

In fact the opportunities are likely only to increase when we merge with St
John. | believe that, between us all, we will continue to grasp these opportuni
arms as we seek to follow in the way of Jesus Christ. As he almost said in
The church on the hill cannot be hidden.

With all good wishes, John

HISTOR¥ntheHILL
A sixty page Bookl et containing an
Church, Finchampstead, from 1134 t
Video Gallery produced by Bob Whitmarsh containing over an hour of video c
conserva-
tion before,
during and
after the
project with
an introduc-
tion and suk

I t hhought it best to be explicit a

periencing a time of great blessin
|
|

titles.Picture
Gallery pro-
duced by Ec
Sampson
containing
over 1100
pictures of
the Conser-
vation pro-
ject, the
contractors
and sub contractors at work, etc.
Please contact Ed Sampson or the Parish Office if you would like to purchase
come a future collectorsodo i tem.

hat

A
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ACROSS

3Seaof
7 Residents of
this city tried to
build a tower to
heaven
10 Jesus was
arrested in this
garden
13 Ancient Jewish
kingdom
15 Jesus was
baptized in this
river
16 God gave
Moses the Ten
Commandments
on this mountain

DOWN

1 Jesus was
crucified on this
hill

2 Jesus was born
here

4 The Corinthians
lived here

5 The Jewish

Answers on page 14

1 z
3 4
5 [&]
7 8
9
10
11
iz i3
14
it
186
temple was here land this region
6 Jesus grew up 9 Joshua fought 12 God destroyed
here the battle of this city by fire
8 Moses led the 11 Noah's ark 14 Jesus turned
people out of landed in the water in wine at

slavery in this mountains of

a wedding here

THE NEXT RECTOR®N't hold your breath

In answer to the question I've already been asked several times, we don't know whe
Rector will start but it will not be Sherprocess of finding replacemenirclggyhurch

of England is a lengthy one and does not generallytstastitnetiector has lefthe
Church Council (PCC) has to answer certain questidas, written Parish Profile

andappoint representativdsettvolved in the process alongside DiocesanTdfécials.

last two interregna were each a yeaCkmadyn Fox, PCC Secretary
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Everything you always wanted to know about the Christian faith but were aftaiéi to
aské

Back by popular demand, the following course:

CHRISTIANITY

E7LPLORED

7 sessions on Thursday eveningdill 9.30

at St JamesoO0 Church Centp@e

30 September, 7, 14 & 21 October
4,11 & 18 November

Each session includes a video introduction, a short talk and plenty of time |fd
There is a helpful manual and lots of extra material. By the end of the coursgiie w
read the whole of Markoés Gospel

For more details please contact Janet Clements on 0118 9 o]

(lanandjanetclements@star.co.uk). Or simply come along on 30 September
Feedback from 200®:1 t 6s very open |and 0 |
al most anythingoé AAn opport i
dept hoé Al was totally @ngr|o8 s
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FLEDGELINGS BABY AND TODDLERS GROUP

Every Tuesday during term time 1.45
£1.50 per family which includes fantastic toys, storytime with music and nursery rh
and biscuit for the children and tea/coffee MADE forups. yitanmave lots of special

events throughout the year, and all ¢
berley Pre ¢ h 0 o | i n South Africa, Christiar
It AlIl (which enables disadvantaged f
need to book and youdl |l receive a ver

Karen Remmington on 0118 9734070 or go to our website fledgelings.org.uk.

Dates for your Diary: September (eftiboe2®4depending on the weather) our sports de

and October®@ur harvest hat parade. Check our website for further detalils.

News: Teddy Bearsod6 Picnic Summer Even

The afternoon kicked off with a visit from our friendly local police and all the childre

clamber in the car and turn on the blue lights and sirens, interrogate the police offic

the back

(hopefully not

something theyoll

be doing in the

future!). Then Un-

cle Charley enter-

tained everybody

with magic, sing-

ing, dancing,

jokes, balloon ani-

mals and general

sillyness. Some

unsuspecting

adults were also

dragged up to

participate in the

games! Finally the

afternoon culmi-

nated with the ar-

rival of the fire engine. The fire crew dropped by having put out a field fire just befo

let the children use the hose and climb onto the engine. Several of the older childre

chance to programme the onboard computer with their addresses and learnt what

was for getting to 6a shout 6. | t has

Oh and in between times we enjoyed our picnics, and the children played with all tl

ons, bubble machines and ate far too many ice creams, and we had a lovely assor

dies all dressed up for the compietibagratulations to Anya who won with her teddy
(Continued on pag#8)




