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Throughout his ministry Jesus was always looking forward, always thinking of the future. At times it seems clear from the
Gospels that God was actively preparing him for what was to
come (at his baptism, at the transfiguration, in the garden of
Gethsemane, for example). The value of this preparation lay
partly in the process – the intimacy between God the Father
and Jesus through prayer – partly in the results – among other
things the change in the disciples‟ lives that turned them into the
earliest church leaders. Jesus was constantly encouraging them
to look beyond the present to what lay ahead, even if the future
involved short-term hardship for long-term gain.
Of course much of Jesus‟ teaching was rooted in the past –
which is why Christians need to understand more than often we
do about the Old Testament – but always looked at through the
lens of what it implied for God‟s Kingdom in the future. (“You
have heard it said, „An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth‟;
but I say to you … turn the other cheek” (Matthew 5.36-37)). Jesus approached past, present and future as someone who was
aligned with God‟s desires for his people.
I write this as our two parishes, St James and St Mary and St
John, come to the end of our joint vacancy. In each case this
will have been the third such vacancy within the last fifteen
years. In both parishes there have been significant changes
during this time, and many of them changes which seem to
have God‟s mark on them. By the time you read this Julie will
have been licensed to both parishes as priest in charge and, in
that sense, a new era will have begun. It‟s possible that the parishes will have been formally merged – in that sense also a new
era. But in many other respects the seeds of the future have already been laid by faithful Christians in Finchampstead and
California listening to God and discerning what he has in mind
for his people in this place.
(Continued on page 2)
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So as we welcome Julie and David into our midst, let‟s look to the future with confidence and anticipation, „pressing on towards the goal to which God has called us in
Jesus Christ‟ (Philippians 3.14).
And finally …
Julie has said that she would prefer to be known simply as Julie, at least by adults,
rather than Revd Julie. I‟m more than happy to drop the Revd in normal conversation
too. Current usage is quite patchy, even at St James, and this would be a good time
to make a change.
Yours in the love of the Lord Jesus, John
ST JAMES’ FINCHAMPSTEAD TOWER BELLRINGERS

The Open Tower was a great success once again, with around 200 adults and children having the chance to see the bells and learn a little about them, as well as enjoy
the wonderful views from the top of the tower. Despite the forecasts earlier in the
week the weather was very good, which, no doubt, contributed to the high number of
visitors. Practice nights have been well attended over the summer and we have been
joined regularly by some of the Binfield ringers.
We practise on Wednesdays from 7.45pm – 9pm and would love to welcome more
ringers – both novice and experienced. Do come along and join us. Please call me in
advance if you would like someone to meet you outside
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747

ST JAMES’ FINCHAMPSTEAD PASTORAL TEAM
It is always difficult to write in the Newsletter about the Pastoral Team as so much of
our work is done in strict confidence. Confidentiality is the nature and cornerstone of
the work we do.
St James‟ Church website has a dedicated section on the work of the Pastoral Team.
It includes pictures of our core Team and we hope that if you have problems of any
nature you would feel comfortable calling the Parish Office so that you can be put in
touch with the Team.
At Church we try to keep an eye on what is going on in the Parish and in particular
somebody who is missing from Church Services. Do you know of somebody who is ill
or unable to get to Church and would like us to visit? If so please do contact the Parish Office. Do you know of somebody who would like to come to Church but cannot
get transport? We can help – again the Parish Office.
Do you know of somebody who would like Holy Communion at home? Paul Arscott is
(Continued on page 3)
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MOTHERS’ UNION AND WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

We all enjoyed our annual Mary Sumner Lunch held recently. This occasion marks the
Birthday anniversary of the founder of the Mothers' Union. She founded our organisation in
1876. Our fundraising lunch resulted in £180.60p, which will be donated to our "Away from
it All" charity. The money will be used to provide holiday breaks for disadvantaged families. We were very pleased to be joined by members from California Mothers' Union and
other visitors. Very many thanks to everyone who helped at this event.
Looking forward to our Autumn meetings. Our next Branch Meeting will be September 8th
when Mothers' Union speaker Diana Hasting will speak to us about "Faithful Relationships",
which is this year's programme theme. At our October meeting we will welcome Janet Tarrezza from Helen & Douglas House hospice. Christine Rees and Audrey Hooper will be
with us at our November afternoon meeting. They will give us a presentation on the
“History of Crowthorne”. There will be an evening meeting in November as well to watch a
film about MU Literacy and Development work in Africa.
Diary Dates
Thursday 8th Sept 2pm

Branch Meeting ~ speaker Diana Hasting
"Faithful Relationships".
th
Wednesday 14 Sept 10am
Corporate Communion.
Monday
19th Sept 11am
Committee Meeting.
Monday
10th Oct 11am
Program Planning Meeting (Committee).
th
Thursday 13 Oct 2pm
Branch Meeting ~ speaker Janet Tarrezza
“Helen & Douglas House”.
th
Wednesday 19 Oct 10am
Corporate Communion.
Tuesday 1st Nov 7.00 for 7.30pm
Evening Branch Meeting
Thursday 10th Nov 2pm.
Afternoon Branch Meeting ~ speakers Christine
Rees & Audrey Hooper “History of Crowthorne”.
Wednesday 16th Nov 10am
Corporate Communion.
All our meetings and services are held in the Church Centre. Everyone is most welcome to
attend.
Sarah Owen. Branch Leader.
(Pastoral continued from page 2)

licensed to bring Holy Communion to the sick or house bound – please contact him via the
Parish Office if you need this ministry.
We are in need of people with listening skills, drivers and people who are prepared just to
give time. In particular we need more men on the Team!
We can be contacted through the Parish Office at any time – 0118 973 0133.
Paul Arscott - Team Leader
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SOCIAL AND FUND RAISING NEWS

St James Finchampstead

Sunday 12th June, Church Family Barbeque – Unfortunately it was a wet and windy day,
but Pete bravely cooked for around 100 people whilst sheltering under the gazebo. Vast
numbers of sausages, burgers and yummy puddings were consumed by everyone who
managed to squeeze into the hall. The barbecue is not planned as a fund raising event,
but a profit of around £200 was made for church funds.
Sunday 3rd July, Social Committee co-ordinated the celebration tea for our confirmation
candidates. We lost count of how many cups of tea were served, but it was a joyous occasion and much enjoyed by everyone.
July 9th was our Church Fete in the Finchampstead Memorial Park. We were blessed
with a lovely afternoon (that is after we all got soaked from a heavy downpour during the
morning). The warm sunshine helped to bring out the crowds and everyone enjoyed
having a go on the many games and also picking up a few bargains on the stalls. Especially popular was the silent auction with some splendid prizes which had all been donated by local businesses and restaurants.
We would like to express our thanks to everyone who helped in any way but especially
those of you who did such a splendid job on the day – it truly was a “team effort” involving folks from within St. James‟ Church and the wider village community and beyond. Because of their generosity and support we were delighted to have raised £5,600 towards
our Conservation Fund.
We are tremendously fortunate in Finchampstead to have such a perfect venue as the
Memorial Park in the heart of the village, to hold our bi-annual fete and we look forward
to seeing you all again in 2013.
July 16th Andrew and the choir surpassed themselves when they entertained us with
some musical delights. The evening started with music in Church and was followed by a
finger buffet in the Manor House. Well done everyone and many thanks for helping to
raise just over £500 for the Conservation Fund.
Patronal Festival Day was celebrated on Sunday 24th July. Thankfully the weather was
warm and sunny which made the climb up to the top of the tower well worth the effort as
the views were spectacular. Cream teas were consumed in great quantities and it was
really nice to welcome back lots of familiar faces. Thank you to everyone who came and
enjoyed the afternoon and contributed to the £650 raised for the Conservation Fund and
special thanks to our very talented bell ringers who manned the tower all afternoon and
were on hand to explain the history and background of the bells.
We are busy planning for our social and fundraising events for the autumn and into
2012, the first being our harvest and autumn supper on 22 nd October. Please watch out
for further details of all forthcoming events on the notice boards and pew sheet.
Sue Sampson (Social and Fundraising Team)
Chris, Chris, Gill, Ian, Mary, Nicky, Olive, Sarah, Sue

St James Finchampstead
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NEWS FROM FINCHAMPSTEAD C.E. SCHOOL

This newsletter falls at an odd time for the school. As you read this, we are just setting
out on a brand new school year with everything that entails. For some young children
this is the start of their schooling, and our staff will be doing everything that they can to
make this first experience as welcoming and happy as is possible. Others are moving
up from Key Stage 1 to Key Stage 2 (infants to juniors in old money). Yet more are
moving to new classrooms with new teachers. It‟s a time of change, and with change
comes excitement mixed with a certain amount of apprehension for all involved – children, parents, and even the staff!
However, as I write this, we have just come to the end of the previous school year and
we are a few weeks in to the summer holiday. As ever, the end of year was full of frenetic activity. Sports Day is always a great event in the school calendar, and this year
was no exception. The sun shone brilliantly as children and parents raced to cross the
line first. Competition was fierce, but sportsmanship consistently won through.
Of course, the end of any school year is as much a time for change as the beginning of
the next, and our thoughts are with all those children who have left us to move on to
“big school”. We wish them all well and hope that they settle in to their new routines
swiftly and smoothly. Our new Reception children will be following in their footsteps. At
times it seems all too quickly.
Brian Remmington, Parent Governor
Little Gems – children‟s letters to a vicar
Dear Vicar, I know God loves everybody but He never met my sister. Yours sincerely,
Amy, aged 8
Dear Vicar, My father should be a minister. Every day he gives us a sermon about something. Robert, aged 11.
MISSION TEAM

Firstly, a big thank you to all those who contributed to our appeal which was made
through Christian Aid for the emergency famine relief appeal in Somalia and the Horn of
Africa. A wonderful amount in excess of £1000.00 was sent. Many thanks to Chris Driver
for co-ordinating this, and to some of our young people who made and sold cakes one
Sunday morning.
We are now looking forward to our Harvest services when we will again be collecting tins
and packets of food, and toiletries for the Churches in Reading Drop in Centre and the
Women‟s Centre. We will be collecting goods at all services on Sunday 2nd October.
Our Harvest Supper will be on Saturday 22nd, and all profits & donations will be in aid of
Water Aid.
We are hoping that we will be able to have a guest speaker from the Charity to talk to us
about its work.
Julia Arscott
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FLEDGELINGS BABY AND TODDLERS GROUP

Every Tuesday during term time 1.45 until 4 pm in St James‟ Church Centre.
£1.50 per family which includes fantastic toys, storytime with music and nursery rhymes,
drink and biscuit for the children and tea/coffee MADE for the grown-ups. We have lots of
special events throughout the year, and all of our profits go to charity including: the St
Matthew‟s Kimberley Pre-school in South Africa, Christian Aid, The Children‟s Society,
and “Away From It All” (which enables disadvantaged families to enjoy a short holiday).
Just turn up, there‟s no need to book and you‟ll receive a very warm welcome. Alternatively, for more information, call Karen Remmington on 01189730133 or go to our website
fledgelings.org.uk.
Our next Special Event
Harvest Service in St James‟ Church. Date and time to be advised.
Fledgelings‟ Teddy Bears‟ Picnic
With record
numbers
attending
this
year‟s
picnic on
a pleasantly
warm August afternoon,
space for
picnickUncle Charley, children’s entertainer, recruits a young assistant.
ers was
at a premium on the lawn at St James‟ Church Centre. Uncle Charley, children‟s entertainer,
was in fine form providing non-stop amusement for the children (and adults too!), from
magic, to balloon modelling and moving to music. Teddies of all sizes competed for the
“best dressed” title, with Uncle Charley appointed as judge. The local Beat Officer and
PCSO from Thames Valley Police were also in attendance, and children were able to explore their transit-van and sample the prisoner lock-up at the back! One inquisitive
youngster found an interesting switch on the dashboard … setting off flashing blue lights,
and wailing police sirens!
Karen Remmington

St James Finchampstead

September
1st 8pm Evening Housegroup at
216b Nine Mile Ride
4th 11th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Church Family Communion
6pm Evensong
th
5
9.30am Morning Prayer
8pm Standing Committee
6th 10am Tuesday Working Party [CC]
1.45pm Fledgelings resumes [CC]
th
7
10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study
Group resumes
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley School
8th 2pm Mothers‟ Union Meeting with
speaker [CC]
th
10 RIDE & STRIDE (cycle, walk etc) round
local churches with sponsorship shared
between Berkshire Historic Churches
Trust and church of choice – contact
Louise Westphalen for information
07780663923
th
11
12th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion [CW]
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club resumes
11am Parish Communion
7pmYouth Group resumes
12th 9.30am Morning Prayer
13th 10am Tuesday Working Party [CC]
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
14th 10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley School
15th 8pm Evening Housegroup at
216b Nine Mile Ride
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18th 13th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
th
19 9.30am Morning Prayer
10.30am Churchyard Trust
Committee Meeting [CC]
11am MU Committee [CC]
th
20 10am Tuesday Working Party [CC]
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
8pm Training session for
Intercessors [CC]
21st 10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study
Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley
School
th
24 8.45am Ladies‟ Breakfast [CC]
25th 14th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club [CC]
11am Parish Communion
4pm Rev John Edwards‟ 10th
Anniversary of Ordained
Ministry Service
Youth Group Outing
26th 9.30am Morning Prayer
7.45 for 8pm PCC Meeting [CC]
th
27 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
28th 10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study
Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley
School

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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October
2nd Harvest
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family service
11am Church Family Communion
6pm Evensong
7pm Youth Group
3rd 9.30am Morning Prayer
4th 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
5th 10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study Group
2.30pm Churchyard Trust Autumn Tea
Party at Finchampstead Sports Club
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley School
th
6
7.45pm Christianity Explored course
8pm Evening Housegroup at
216b Nine Mile Ride

11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
17th 9.30am Morning Prayer
18th 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
19th 10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley
School
20th 7.45pm Christianity Explored course
8pm Evening Housegroup at
216b Nine Mile Ride
22nd 7.30pm Harvest Supper*

9th

24th 9.30am Morning Prayer
25th 10am Tuesday Working Party
Sorry, No Fledgelings
26th 10am Midweek Communion
No Wednesday Bible Study Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley
School

10th
11th
12th

13th
16th

16th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club [CC]
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
9.30am Morning Prayer
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study
Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley School
2pm Mothers' Union Meeting
with speaker [CC]
7.45pm Christianity Explored course
17th Sunday after Trinity
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service

23th Bible Sunday
8am Holy Communion [CW]
9.30am Matins
11am Parish Communion
Sorry, no Youth Group

30th 4th Sunday before Advent and
celebrating All Saints’ Day
(Remember, Clocks go back!)
8am Holy Communion BCP
11am Parish Communion for
All Saints‟
6pm Evening Service
Sorry, No Youth Group
31st 9.30am Morning Prayer

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre
CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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November
1st 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
7.30pm Evening Mothers‟ Union
Meeting. All welcome.[CC]
2nd 10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study
Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley
School
3rd 7.45pm Christianity Explored course
8pm Evening Housegroup at 216b
Nine Mile Ride
6th

7th
8th
9th

10th
12th

3rd Sunday before Advent &
celebration of All Souls’ 6pm
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family service
11am Church Family Communion
6pm Choral service for All
Souls‟ (remembering loved ones who
have died) followed by coffee and
cake
7pm Youth Group
9.30am Morning Prayer
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study
Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley
School
2pm Mothers‟ Union meeting
with speaker [CC]
7.45pm Christianity Explored course
8.45am Ladies‟ Breakfast [CC]
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13th Remembrance Sunday
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Remembrance Communion
10.45am Sunday Club
10.50am Remembrance
Sunday service including 2 minutes
silence at 11am
3pm Service at War Memorial
7pm Youth Group
th
14 9.30am Morning Prayer
15th 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
16th 10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study
Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley
School
17th 7.45pm Christianity Explored course
8pm Evening Housegroup at
216b Nine Mile Ride
20th Sunday next before Advent /
Christ the King / 5th Anniversaryof Twinning with St Matthew’s
Kimberley
8am Holy Communion BCP
9.30am Family Service
11am Parish Communion
7pm Youth Group
21st 9.30am Morning Prayer
7.45 for 8pm PCC
nd
22 10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
rd
23 10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study
Group

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133]
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24th
27th

28th
29th
30th

8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley School
7.45pm Christianity Explored Course
Advent Sunday
8am Holy Communion CW
9.30am Matins
10.45am Sunday Club
11am Parish Communion
6pm Advent Service of
Darkness to Light followed by
Refreshments
7pm Youth Group
9.30am Morning Prayer
9am School Advent Service
10am Tuesday Working Party
1.45pm Fledgelings [CC]
10am Midweek Communion
1.45pm Wednesday Bible Study Group
8pm 5-a-side Football @ Yateley School

St. James’ Finchampstead

Some Forthcoming Dates
4th Dec
8th Dec
13th Dec
18th Dec
24th Dec
25th Dec

Gift Sunday for PACT
(Parents and Children
Together)
Mothers’ Union Carol
Service & Tea
Fledgelings Nativity &
Christmas Party
Service of Nine Lessons
and Carols at Wellington
College Chapel
Christingle service*4pm
at Wellington College
Chapel
Christmas Day services
at 8am, 9.30am & 11am

[BCP=Book of Common Prayer CW=Common Worship, Contemporary Language CC=Church Centre
CTC=Churches Together in Crowthorne *=ticket needed-ring office for details 0118 9730133 ]

Monday Night is Practice Night
for Finchampstead Handbell Ringers
at St James‟ Church Centre,
Church Lane, Finchampstead RG40 4LU
starting at 5.45 pm
Beginners and experienced ringers most welcome.
Note: Whilst not essential, the ability to read music is helpful.
In addition, we have a 12-bell team which rings for senior citizens in Finchampstead and
the surrounding area. If you are an experienced ringer and can spare an hour or two
(generally midweek afternoons), to brighten the lives of the elderly in care homes, please
give us a call.
Telephone: Meg, Team Leader, on 0118 973 1569
or e-mail: meg@finchampstead-handbells.co.uk

St James Finchampstead
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MUSIC AT ST JAMES’
Random ramblings from the North Chapel
Once again, St James‟ Choir has been the focus of attention for the Wokingham Times.
On Saturday 18th June they journeyed to London for what was reported as a “Magical
Mystery Tour” where they took part in a recording in Studio One at the world-famous Abbey Road Studios. The recording was part of a massed choirs‟ production of two parts of
composer Karl Jenkins‟ newest work “The Peacemakers”. The day began fairly early in
the morning with a rehearsal just down the road at St Mark‟s Church, Hamilton Terrace
which was conducted by Brian Kay, a principal choral conductor with the BBC, the Really
Big Chorus and a former member of the Kings Singers. Following the rehearsal it was
off to Abbey Road for the actual recording which was conducted by Karl Jenkins himself.
One thing that struck him was that the Junior Choir members from Finchampstead were
the only children taking part in what was a mainly adult choir event. He was very taken
with their attentiveness and effort, their significant contribution to the sound of the music,
and their musicianship in general. Members of the Junior Choir are pictured below with
Karl Jenkins in the studio after the recording as is ......

(Continued on page 12)
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(Music continued from page 11)

the rest of the choir walking in the footsteps of The Beatles on the famous pedestrian
crossing outside the studios.
Many thanks to Paul and Julia Arscott for taking the photos. The world premiere of “The

Peacemakers” is in New York in January and the CD which includes St James‟ Choir will
be available in the UK after that.
Apparently, there is “No rest for the wicked”. If this is the case it would appear that the
members of St James‟ choir are indeed a very dodgy lot and bear keeping a close eye
on ! On Saturday 2nd July, following a lovely “in house” wedding at St James‟ between
Phoebe Barrows and Simon Robinson there was just time to have a picnic lunch together before boarding the coach to Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. The occasion
was one of three Diocesan Ordinations of Deacons being held in the Cathedral on that
day and included the ordination of BRYNN BAYMAN who is now licensed to Finchampstead. Brynn and his young family are no strangers to us at St James‟ and the Choir
felt exceptionally honoured and privileged to have been invited by the Cathedral to sing
(Continued on page 13)
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(Music from page 12)

the music for the service which included the “Trinity Mass” by David Thorne which is the
Mass Setting approved by the Diocese for Diocesan Eucharists in the Cathedral. Having
bought and learned the music it makes good sense to use it at Finchampstead and we
hope to introduce it later in the year. It‟s good to be able to report that the Choir has
been invited back to Christ Church by the Precentor and the Organist to sing services
there on future occasions.
The picture above (taken by Paul Arscott) is somewhat unique, featuring not only the

Choir but also Clergy of St James‟ Church – future, past and present - all assembled to
support Brynn. Back row left to right are The Reverends Julie Ramsbottom, Brynn Bayman, Richard Warden and John Edwards.
The following day was our Parish Confirmation at Wellington College and it was a great
joy to join up with members of the Choir of St Mary and St John‟s Church for the occasion, also to welcome our friend John Purver from Holy Trinity, Winchester, who played
the awesome Wellington organ with his usual professionalism, sparkle and flambouyance !! It‟s certainly my hope and prayer that other such joint musical ventures with St
Mary and St John‟s will be possible in the future.
(Continued

on page 15)
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HOUSEGROUP

‘‘The Challenge of Living in a Fallen World’
Are you up for the challenge? There is nothing new about this
question; people living in 970 BC were facing very similar problems to those we face today. For this reason we have chosen to
spend the next few months making a study of the Old Testament book of 1 Kings, under
the direction of the excellent Bible teacher Dale Ralph Davis.
He is a teaching Elder at Woodland Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, having previously been a Professor of Old Testament at Reformed Theological Seminary,
Jackson, Mississippi. He is the author of many books including “1 Kings – The wisdom
and the folly” of which Rev Dick Lucas says „The range of scholarship is extraordinary‟.
Dale Ralph Davis tells us:
“First Kings knows all about „living in a fallen world‟ since it traces a kingdom that is falling apart. Easy to think that we meet that „fallen-ness‟ mainly in deviant religious systems and oppressive political regimes. Better to take it on the chin and recognise that it
begins with the human heart. However, evil may reach such proportions that it almost
seems like anti-Christ has arrived ahead of schedule especially when Yahweh-haters
have unimpeded freedom to grind the faces of his people into the dirt. Indeed, when life‟s
shocks shatter us, we may even be temped to think that there may be something „fallen‟
in God‟s own ways.”
We will be seeing what we can learn from 1 Kings in the following five Bible studies:
The Heart that Strays – 1 Kings 11
Facing Self-Styled Religion – 1 Kings 13
Living Under anti-Christ’s Regime – 1 Kings 16:29 - 17:16
Enduring the Perplexity of God – 1 Kings 17: 17-24
Servants of God under the Oppression of Man 1 Kings 21
You are very welcome to attend any, or all of these. The group normally meets at 8pm on
the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month. We are an informal, ecumenical and selfadministered housegroup. For information about the venue please telephone
Audrey and Francis Moore (Tel: 0118 973 2592)

St James Finchampstead
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(Music continued from page 13)

Finally, right at the end of term came the Choir‟s Summer Concert which is always well
supported and this year was no exception. As well as familiar (and not so familiar) choral pieces sung by the full choir there were also items from Junior and Senior Choirs on
their own, but I think that those who were in the audience would agree that the biggest
surprises were the choice of solos from our younger members. As you know, I‟m a firm
believer in encouraging our young people to express themselves musically in their own
way and once again they rose to the occasion. Well done and thank you Choir for all
your efforts during the past year. A new academic year beckons and it promises to be
one full of really new beginnings and challenges.
Andrew Bosley

WHO COULD YOU INVITE?
Do you know someone who used to go to church or Sunday School but has now lost
touch?
Do you meet parents who would like better answers to their children’s questions?
Is there someone you know who comes to Church events and activities but might
like to know more?
Why not invite them (or come with them) to Christianity Explored?
Thursday evenings at St James’ Church Centre
8.00 – 9.30pm (coffee from 7.45pm)
Starting 6th October 2011
See enclosed flyer for further information
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PRIEST-IN-CHARGE:

JULIE RAMSBOTTTOM, THE RECTORY, THE VILLAGE,
FINCHAMPSTEAD 0118 9732102
ASSOCIATE PRIEST:
JOHN EDWARDS,
GREEN HEDGES,25 ST JOHN‟S ST.
CROWTHORNE 01344 774586
ASSOCIATE CURATE
BRYNN BAYMAN
LICENSED LAY MINISTER: DR KEITH ATTON
EUCHARISTIC LAY MINISTER: PAUL ARSCOTT
CHURCH WARDENS:
NICKY ALDER,
65 READING ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD
0118 9734904
ED SAMPSON,
PORTELET, KILN RIDE EXT.
FINCHAMPSTEAD 0118 9732069
ALL ENQUIRIES FOR BAPTISMS AND WEDDINGS, ETC SHOULD BE MADE TO:
THE CHURCH OFFICE,
THE MANOR HOUSE, CHURCH LANE, FINCHAMPSTEAD. RG40 4LU.
Email; office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
Web: www.stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
OFFICE HOURS;
OPEN FROM 10.00AM TO 12.00 MONDAY TO FRIDAY.
TEL / FAX NO:
0118 9730133

YOUTH GROUP (CONTRAST)

Youth group has had a busy summer term, we had a
very well attended bbq on our last session for young
people with families.
We are starting up again after the summer holiday on
Sunday September 11th.
We are having an outing on the 25th September,
horse riding.
Our plans are also to set up another panto play for
Christmas.
We welcome all old and new young people who attend secondary school. We meet
on a Sunday evening during term time at 7pm – 8.30pm, play games, munch tuck
and have a discussion/guest speaker around a topic.
If you would like more information, call Cathy on 01189730707 or e mail catherine.clayton@btinternet.co.uk

