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RECTORôS LETTER 

Bricks and Mortar. On the day I write this, it has been exciting to 
see the removal of scaffolding from the church tower, revealing a 
beautifully re-pointed church tower, glowing in the early winter 
sun.  This outside work, together with the re-tiling of the church 
roof, is now complete.  There is still some way to go on the in-
side, but the project is still on course for completion in early Feb-
ruary.  By then the interior will have a new wooden and tiled floor 
with enhanced access for the disabled; new (and more comforta-
ble!) oak pews; an economical high-level heating system; rewir-
ing and a flexible lighting system to enhance features of the 
church; an audiovisual installation with a link to Church Centre; a 
fire detection system and a security system; new wall and ceiling 
plaster in many places and a breathable limewash paint through-
out.  After this magnificent conservation work - to which so many 
have generously contributed - our village church will be sound 
and beautiful for generations to come.  The people of Fin-
champstead should rightly be proud of all that has been 
achieved.  Further details of the reopening of the church and spe-
cial events surrounding this will be forthcoming next year. 
Paper and Pens. 
We should also take great heart from a very different project we 
have initiated at St Jamesô during this year, namely the beginning 
of an education project at our link township parish of St Matthew's 
in Kimberley, South Africa.  We have committed ourselves to pay-
ing for the education of up to 25 preschool children from the poor-
est parts of the parish.  Below is part of the recent correspond-
ence from the head teacher, Sharon Block, who has been spear-
heading the project. 
Dear Fr Richard and fellow Link Parishioners at St James, 
Thank you very much for the interest you have shown to start this 
project at our Parish.  The children who came on board were very 
excited and over enthusiastic to attend classes on a Saturday.  I 
drew up a year program filled with exciting things for them to do. 
 It was surprising to note how slowly they grasped some of the 
information but then, after doing the home visitations, we discov-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Sunday Club is an opportunity for children to discover more about the Christian faith using 
Bible stories, craft, games, drama and discussion. This term we began by hearing about 
Joseph and his adventures in Egypt, and then, looking towards Christmas, we thought 
about why Jesus was so special. Our final session on Dec 13th will be a Christmas activity 
week with Christmas craft and festive fun. 
We meet in St Jamesõ Church Centre on Sunday mornings from 10.45 ï 12.10 (2nd, 4th 
and 5th Sundays of the month during term-time). Whilst the Conservation work in Church 
continues there will be just three groups for different ages: ôPebblesõ is open to children 
aged two and a half to school year óReceptionô, ôRocksõ is for children in school years 1, 2 
and 3, and ôBouldersõ for those in school years 4, 5 and 6.  We regret that due to lack of 
space we are not able to offer our crèche (ôGemsõ) for the time being but hope to resume 
when the Church re-opens later in the New Year.  
From January, I will be handing over responsibility for running Sunday Club to our new 
Sunday Club Committee (Hazel Scott, Karen Remmington, Claire Prevost-Snell & Julie 
Clements). I am sure they will do an excellent job and enable our work with children and 
young families to develop and grow. I hope you will join with me in wishing them well in 
their new role and ministry. 
Dates for this term & next: Dec 13th, Jan 10th, Jan 24th, Jan 31st, Feb 14th, Feb 28th, Mar 
28th. Janet Clements   Sunday Club Coordinator (0118-9328679)   

ered that many of their parents consume alcohol so some of them could have Alcohol 
Foetal Syndrome.  While doing door to door visits we were alarmed at the high poverty 
rate experienced in this area.   
What I did notice is that the word has spread amongst the community members and many 
parents have come to me to enquire about space for their child to attend the Saturday 
classes next year. 
I will be awarding certificates to those faithful 10 pupils who are part of the Link Project 
this year.   By doing this I am hoping to recruit more pupils to join the project in 2010.  God 
bless. 
We hope you will be able to join us at our Christmas celebrations this year, either in the 
Church Centre, or at Wellington College. You will receive a warm welcome. 
Every good wish, Rev Richard 

(Rectorôs letter  from page 1) 
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MOTHERSõ UNION AND WOMENõS FELLOWSHIP 
By December we hope to have enrolled 2 more members bringing our Mothersô Union 
membership to 37.  After an active and busy year we look forward to our Carol Service and 
Christmas Tea.  Our tradition is to invite friends and also Mothersô Union members from 
our neighbouring branches of Arborfield and St. Mary & St. John.  We are also delighted to 
include our friends from St. Laurence, Slough in our invitation.  We will have a raffle and 
bring and buy sale to support an emergency appeal for Eastern Africa. 
We will be providing the buffet lunch, as usual, for the parents and carers of the Fledge-
lings, after their nativity play. 
-------The Mothersõ Union Theme for 2010 is, òRelationships not Rules.ó------- 
We start another Mothersô Union year with our Epiphany gift collection at our January 
meeting.  We will be collecting items for Yeldall Manor at Twyford - a menôs residential 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation centre.  A speaker from the centre will be at our meeting to 
inform us of their work and to collect our gifts.  There will be a list of suitable gift items on 
our Mothersô Union notice board in the Church Centre. 
Our February meeting will be the AGM.  After the usual reports and business, we hope to 
have a video or DVD informing us of a particular aspect of our Mothersô Union Charity 
Future Dates 
Thursday Dec. 10th 1.45 for 2pm.  Carol Service & Christmas Tea, with raffle and 

Bring & Buy sale in the Church Centre 
Tuesday Dec. 15th 12noon Fledgelings Nativity Play and Christmas lunch at 

12.45pm. 
Wednesday Dec. 16th 10am. Corporate Communion. 
Thursday Jan. 14th 1.45 for 2pm. Branch Meeting and Epiphany 

Gift Collection for Yeldall Manor - speaker TBC. 
Wednesday Jan. 20th 10am. Corporate Communion. 
Thursday Feb. 18th 10 - 12noon Fair Trade Coffee Morning; fund raising for the 

ñAway From it All,ò holiday fund. 
Everyone is most welcome at our meetings, services and activities.  Sarah Owen. 
 

Churches Together in Crowthorne ~ Hope Team 
 
The Team needs volunteers to help organise the monthly Sunday afternoon football ses-
sions.  Please speak to Sarah Owen, Tel. 9733111, if you are able to help. 


