THE PARISH OF FINCHAMPSTEAD AND CALIFORNIA
‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy …..’
It’s amazing how nerves can affect the words
that just seem to ‘pop’ out of your mouth on
important occasions. For example, ever since a Wedding
Service early on in my ministry, I have always been terrified of
declaiming that marriage is ‘ordained in order that the natural
instincts and infections (rather than affections) implanted by
God, should be hallowed and directed aright’! What’s more is
www.smsj.finchampstead.co.uk
that thanks to Rowan Atkinson in the film ‘Four Weddings and a
www.st-james.finchampstead.co.uk Funeral’, I have always been conscious that I might bless
people in the name of the Father, the Son, and the ‘Holy Goat’.
Indeed the third person of the Trinity has been subjected to various misnomers throughout
history. These days the Hebrew ‘ruach’ and its Greek equivalent ‘pneuma’ are more usually
translated by the word ‘spirit’ than ‘ghost’, which is fortuitous, given the misleading connotations
that the latter has developed in our generation, leading to quips about the ‘Holy Spook’. The
Church celebration to mark the coming of the Spirit on the first Christians used to be called
Whit(e)Sunday, because in ancient times the baptised candidates wore white. However this
Sunday is now more commonly referred to as Pentecost, because it occurred on the fiftieth day
after the Feast of the Passover.
By whatever name you call it Pentecost ranks after Easter as the second most important festival
in the Church. This is because, from that day on, the small company of Christians felt themselves filled with a new power, which has been experienced by believers in every generation
since then, enabling them to tell others the Good News about Jesus Christ. Sometimes intense
emotions have been aroused, as in our own day, but generally those gifts of the Spirit that have
received greater emphasis have been of a quieter, more enduring nature, and that of ‘love’ has
always been put first, as the most important. At Pentecost then – the birthday of the church which we celebrate this year on 27 May, we give thanks and
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Children & Youth

Sunday Club and Junior Pathfinders
at St Mary and St John’s

The new Kidz Café
has got off to a great
start with children
Every week, except the first Sunday in
the month when there is an all-age Alive@11 aged 3-11 years joining the sessions. Having
a member of the Ministry Team joining us for
Service or when there are
a short worship session each week is really
Family Communion Services.
good as this helps children make a link to the
They meet in Gorse Ride Junior School at
Church Services.
9.45am in one of the classrooms, while St
Mary & St John’s Church worships in the main This term we have introduced DVD-based
sessions looking at the stories of Daniel in the
hall. The sessions, which include opportuniLion’s Den and Jesus, the fisher of men. We
ties for discussion and craft activities, end by
have also continued to use Scripture Union
joining the congregation for Communion.
resources to look at what we can learn today
Junior Pathfinders also have the opportunity
from stories in the Gospels about some of the
to grow in their Christian faith by helping in
people Jesus met and helped.
Church Services, serving refreshments and
Sessions for the summer term are:
holding fund-raising activities, as well as
13 May, 27 May, 24 June & 8 July
enjoying an occasional social activity.
Starting at 10.45am for age range 3-11 years
With activity, story, café style refreshments
Fledgelings Group for toddlers & babies
and prayer/worship.
meets every Tuesday during term time,
While your children are at Kidz Café, we
1:45 - 4pm at St James’ Church Centre.
hope you will join us at 11am for Parish
Communion; they will be brought in to join the
Toys, craft, songs, stories and snacks
congregation at Communion towards the end
for the children
of the Service.
Tea & home-made cakes for the adults
Xn Magazine (distributed at Church) is
Tuesday 31 July
planning a Children’s Section for the
12.30 - 3pm
future and would welcome ideas from our young
Bring a picnic; Uncle Charley is
people on what they would like to see included.
the entertainer; there will be a teddy-bear
Please send your requests for consideration to
related competition; as well as the usual kinds sally.hamblin@o2.co.uk, headed Children’s
of fun and games.
Section—Xn, or speak to Sally after Service.
Contact with the media: If you wish to
publicise any St James or St Mary & St John
church news/event in the local newspaper or
radio, please use the services of our Press/
Publicity Officer. Email:sally.hamblin@o2.co.uk

If you know of anyone who has been unable to
attend church lately who would like to receive a
current Newsletter please do take one to pass
on. Note: February, May & August Newsletters
are circulated at Church; only the Dec/Jan issue
is delivered throughout the whole parish.

If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133

Children & Youth
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Contrast

Spring/Summer 2012 St James’ Youth Group
 Pentecost Fun Session @ Brackenridge Heath Ride: Sunday 27 May.
 Half Term: No youth group Sunday 3 and Sunday 10 June.
 Family Football Fun; Sweden v England @ Brackenridge: Friday 15 June from 7pm.
 Year 6’s invited to sessions on 1 & 15 July.
 Final session of the Summer: 15 July.
 Return after Summer: Sunday 9 September.
Contrast is open to all those in years 7
and above who enjoy having fun, socialising,
munching tuck and chatting about the big
issues. Our group has a Christian ethos. We are currently running a young leader training
programme for those in years 11 and above.
Sessions are held in St James’ Church Centre on Sunday evenings in term time unless
indicated otherwise. For more information contact Cathy.
A great big thank-you to all our leaders and helpers, including our young leaders who run the
sessions and organise events, including the mega Easter Vigil. A special thank-you too, to all
those young people who took part in the youth led service on 4 March.
Cathy Clayton
Email: catherine.clayton@btinternet.com, telephone 0118 973 0707 / 07936 885948

Supporting Mothers to breastfeed their babies

Breastfeeding Centre
St. James’ Church Centre
Tuesdays: 12.30pm – 2pm
Come along for support and information
or just tea and a chat
Supporterline 0300 100 0210
available 9.30am – 9.30pm 365 days a year
website www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk
BfN News We are delighted to now have three new mothers trained as Registered BfN
Helpers. Lucy, Andrea and Katie all help out at the Breastfeeding group here at St James’
and also every 1st & 3rd Thursday at the Health Visitor Baby Clinic at FBC Children’s Centre,
Gorse Ride. The centre in Gorse Ride is very important as it enables mothers who have no
transport to reach support more easily. We envisage the two groups feeding one another and
helping to create a more vibrant and supportive community network of mothers.
Please email items for Aug-Nov Newsletter to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk. Next copy due date: 11 July
If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133
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Social & Fund-raising

4 February - The Fabulous 50’s: This proved to be a really great evening and, in spite of the
snowy weather, the Memorial Hall was packed. Many thanks to everyone involved and
especially to the wonderful folks who trod the boards. We are delighted to say £878.50 has
been sent to ‘Help for Heroes’.
Dates for your diaries:
Finchampstead celebrates the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Sunday 3 June: The BIG Lunch to be held at St James’ Church after the 11am Service. Come
and enjoy a roast lunch; you can bring a picnic for the children if they don’t want the BIG
Lunch. Tickets available now after most Sunday Services or from the Church Office, £12 each.
Monday 4 June: Barn Dance with fish and chip supper in Finchampstead Memorial Hall
starting at 6.30pm. Tickets, £12 each, available after most Sunday Services, or telephone Chris
Driver on 0118 973 4123. Event will be followed by lighting of the Jubilee beacon at St James’
Church, with some rousing community singing and a glass of bubbly.
If you can’t make the Barn Dance, come along to Church at around 10pm(ish) for the lighting of
the beacon. Thousands of beacons will be lit around the world on 4 June to commemorate Her
Majesty the Queen's 60-year reign over the UK and as head of the Commonwealth.
Sunday 8 July Church Family Barbecue after the 11am Service at St James’.
More details to follow in pew sheets.
St James’ Patronal Festival Weekend (Friday 20 to Sunday 22 July)
Friday 20
Flower viewing 10am - 1pm with refreshments in Church Centre
Saturday 21 Flower viewing 10am – 4pm with refreshments in Church Centre
Saturday 21 Madding Crowd Concert with finger buffet - 7.30pm
Sunday 22 Tower open, cream teas, stalls and games, flowers in Church. 1pm – 5pm
Finishing with an Organ Recital.
Everyone is most welcome to all our social gatherings. Tickets and information for all events can be
obtained from the Church Office or Sue Sampson on 0118 973 2069.
Sue (Social and Fundraising Team - St James’ Church)
Chris, Chris, Gill, Mary, Nicky, Olive, Sarah, Sue

Tea & Chat afternoons are held from 2pm - 3.30pm on the 2nd and 4th
Tuesdays of the month as a social occasion for anyone living locally to
pop in, sit down and relax over a cup of tea, some cake and friendly
chat. Everyone all ages welcome. No charge; you won’t even have to wash-up!
Meetings held in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.
Every other month, the Finchampstead Older People’s Forum (FINE) meets at Tea & Chat.
The next meeting with FINE is on 26 June when there will be a flower-arranging workshop.
Please email items for Aug-Nov Newsletter to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk. Next copy due date: 11 July
If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133

Finchampstead & California Mothers’ Union
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An international Christian charity that seeks to support families worldwide.
Local meetings for women and men are held on the 2nd Thursday of each
month at 2pm in St James’ Church Centre, usually with a speaker & afternoon tea.

A local friend, Chris Pape, was invited to tell the Branch about “Just Around the Corner”
(JAC) - a charity which helps young people to make positive life choices. Based in Woodley
JAC was founded in 1998, with trained youth workers trying to engage with and to encourage
homeless young people and those displaying anti-social behaviour in their communities. This
still occurs with often lonely, homeless people needing help today. JAC actually works with
people of all ages, with street workers meeting to talk and pray together. The charity has seven paid staff, three working part-time, together with 80 to 100 volunteers, one of whom gives
37 hours a week to the work of the charity. There are two JAC vans, which are taken to various communities, providing a meeting place with toilet and refreshment facilities.
In 2008 JAC was awarded the National Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. Another high
point has been ‘the launch pad’ established last year. At this facility above shops in Peach
Street, Wokingham, people are helped to relaunch their lives. Here isolated, unemployed
people are able to meet, socialise and be encouraged to acquire interview skills to help them
back into work. Local firms assist by giving work opportunities. JAC also runs a market stall
in Wokingham on Fridays, manned by these young people helping them to gain confidence
and self esteem when engaging with the public. Donations of good quality bric-a-brac,
books, toys and childrens’ clothes are most welcome ~ just take them along on Fridays
~ they will be very gratefully received. Proceeds from market-stall sales are
essential for this work to continue, since JAC relies totally on voluntary funding
(including donations from local churches).
FUTURE EVENTS
Thurs 10 May
2pm

Branch Meeting ~ Training as a Curate ~ Rev Jane Manley
from St John’s, Crowthorne.
Wed 16 May
10am
Corporate Communion.
Monday 21 May 11am
Committee Meeting.
June tba
Wave of Prayer (details to follow).
Thurs 14 June
2pm
Branch Meeting ~ “Upstairs, downstairs” working for a royal family
~ Sue Marshall-Halls.
Wed 20 June
10am
Corporate Communion.
Thurs 12 July
2pm
Service in Church, followed by Cream Tea.
Wed 18 July
10am
Corporate Communion.
We hope to arrange an evening meeting in July (details to follow).

All our meetings are held in St James’ Church Centre, unless otherwise stated.
Everyone is most welcome to attend.
Sarah Owen, Branch Leader
If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133
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Flower Arranging

St James' Flower Team sprang back into action on Easter Saturday, decorating the
Church for Easter Day. The Church's younger members provided some amazing handprint flower designs to add to the fresh ones! We all enjoyed adding spring colours to the
Church after the Lent period and look forward to the start of the wedding season, taking us
through to October. The Spring Basket Workshop held at the end of
March was well supported, and it is hoped to run further workshops later
in the year.
Preparations are underway for the Flower Festival running from 20-22
July as part of the Patronal celebrations. To help raise funds for this, we
will be holding a cake/book sale after Services on 6 May; this coincides
with National Flower Day and our flowers in Church for this week will be
arranged by Finchampstead Flower Club.
We are always looking for new members so, whether you are an expe- Above & immediately below:
palm-print flowers made by
rienced flower arranger or are inspired by the flowers you see in
children from the Family Service.
Church and fancy having a go, please contact Denise Adams
07910637509 / deeseadams@hotmail.com.
Below: A section of the altar, in St James’ North
Chapel, where the reserved sacrament was
placed on Maundy Thursday

St Mary & St John's Flower-Arranging Team
Our Flower Team is now only four people strong, with June Warr helping whenever possible. We
would love to welcome new members so if you feel you might like to help with the flowers, we
would be very happy to help you. Please don't think that you can't do it - YOU CAN! It's another
way of praising God and one which gives enormous pleasure, both to the arranger and hopefully
to the whole congregation.
We always endeavour to make the church look wonderful for Church Festivals, but it would
be great if we had other ‘specials’ as well. Please do give it some thought, and let one of
the team know if this is something you would like.
We occasionally receive donations from members of the congregation, but would love to
hear from others who would like an arrangement done in memory of a loved one or to celebrate a special occasion. We will always try to accommodate you on colours and type of flowers.
Sheila Quinney, Marjorie Stalker, Ashlyn Webster and Paula Vicary
If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133

Music
An opportunity not to be missed

Uganda’s Watoto Choir will be performing at the
Diamond Jubilee Pageant at Windsor, and also
before the Queen on 13 May. They will be staying in Finchampstead and performing a Concert
of Hope ‘Beautiful Africa’ at the Finchampstead
Baptist Centre, Gorse Ride South - at 7pm on
Tuesday 15 May. More information from FBC at
www.fbcentre.com or tel: 0118 908 8155.
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St James’ Tower Bell Ringers

The re-dedication of the newly-renovated
stained-glass window in the Tower will take
place at the 6pm Evensong Service on
6 May. The window, which depicts a
medieval king, contains the oldest glass in
the church, although it is not the oldest
window. There will be ringing beforehand
from 5pm and the Tower will be open for
people to see the window.
St James' Choir were part of the "Really Big
Chorus" of nearly 1000 voices at the Abbey Road We are now looking forward to ringing for the
first weddings this Spring and are also
Studios for the recording of two movements of
starting to think about how best to celebrate
Karl Jenkins' new work "The Peacemakers".
the Jubilee and the Olympics later in the
This has had its première in New York and is
year. There will probably be quarter peals
available in this country on CD
rung for the Jubilee and ringing in some form
Details can be found at http://amzn.to/AAMHqS
on Friday 27 July at 8am, when bells across
the country will ring out to celebrate the final
Finchampstead Handbell Ringers
leg of the Olympic torch relay and the start of
practise from 5.45pm on Monday evenings in
the Olympic Games.
St James’ Church Centre. Beginners and
experienced ringers most welcome.The ability to We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm –
9pm and would love to welcome more
read music is helpful but not essential.
ringers – both novice and experienced. Do
If you are an experienced ringer and can spare
an hour or two (generally midweek afternoons) to come along and join us. Please call me in
advance if you would like someone to meet
brighten the lives of the elderly in care homes,
please call Meg on 0118 973 1569.
you outside. On Sundays we ring from
Sat 12 May at 3pm. SE Region Bells Orchestra 10.30am for the 11am service.
Patricia Amos - Tower contact telephone:
Concert at The Harlequin Theatre, Redhill.
Visit www.hrgbse.org.uk for details
0118 973 3747

STOP PRESS! SMSJ Music Group for Alive@11 is in a hiatus as we need to rejuvenate our
musicians … all those interested please email: slwhite4@btinternet.com or tel: 0118 973 6129
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible?
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while every one else was in liquidation!
Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth?
A. Ruthless!
Q. Where in the Bible does it say that men do the dishes?
A. (KJV) 2 Kings 21:13 “… and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish,
wiping it, and turning it upside down.”
Please email items for Aug-Nov Newsletter to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk. Next copy due date: 11 July

Page 8

Our Music and Choir by Andrew Bosley

St James’ Church is a lively and diverse church and this is reflected in the range of the music
on offer which, we hope, provides a variety of music to suit the wide-ranging tastes and agegroups represented in our diverse congregation.
Our friendly and vibrant choir plays a leading role in the worship of our church community and
is made up of some 30+ mixed voices with an age range from 7 to 75. It has a real “family”
feel about it, without being clique-y and with new members always made to feel welcome right
from the start.
The choir maintains a busy schedule of services and rehearsals providing music, performed to
a high standard, for our worship throughout the church’s year. Although much of their
repertoire is drawn from traditional choral music, it is sung alongside more contemporary
music from the Modern Catholic and Evangelical traditions.
The choir are also invited to take their music beyond the parish boundaries, not least at
Christmas time but also for singing at larger churches and cathedrals at various times of the
year when the resident choirs are on holiday or on tour.
More recently they have been privileged to sing during the services at Douai Abbey, St Alban’s
Cathedral, Dorchester Abbey (pictured below), and Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. Arrangements for future cathedral visits are also in the pipeline.

Since the unification of St James’ Church and St Mary & St John’s Church, California there
have been a number of opportunities for their two choirs to sing together (see photo at top
opposite). These have been happy occasions and we hope that the new-found friendship and
co-operation between the two choirs will continue and develop further.

Pictured above: Some members of the
combined Parish Choirs at the Welcome
Service for Rev Mark-Aaron held on
31 March at St Mary & St John’s Church
Below: We were blessed with glorious
sunshine for the start of Palm Sunday’s
worship led by Rev Julie outside St James’
Church Centre
Right: The Choir, Congregation and
members of the Ministry team process from
the Centre to St James’ Church led by
donkeys. Thanks go to Church members
Sinead & Philip Eaton for bringing their pets
along, and also to Olive Butchart for her help

If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133

Opportunities to Get Together
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Men’s Group The aim of the Group is to enable men from within and outside our church
congregations to meet together both spiritually and socially. In addition, we seek to play our part in
the broader life of the Church and the community in Finchampstead.
Harry Row
Thursday
28 June

Event
Men’s Group Walk (approx 11/4 hrs)

26 July

Men’s Group Barbecue

Other information
Leaving Parish Centre 7.30 pm
Finish with a drink at a local pub
At 50 Matthewsgreen Road from 7.30 pm,
with partners (Cost to be advised)

The day the Olympic Torch starts touring the UK Saturday 19 May 2012

Pentecost (and after) Wordsearch

‘PREPARING FOR THE GAMES’
Talk by rower Debbie Flood
(Olympic silver medallist - 2004 & 2008)

plus a Quiz evening for families & friends
7.15pm for 7.30pm at Reading Blue Coat School
Sonning Lane, Sonning-on-Thames
Come as an individual or a team (6-8 persons)
Cheeses, nibbles and soft drinks are provided
Bring a bottle of your favourite wine.
Tickets £5.00 each.
Cheques ‘RCMG’ with SAE to: John Broady, 45 Kings Rd,
Caversham, Reading, RG4 8DS. Tel 0118-954-3879
Book by Tues 15 May
(organised by Reading Churches Men’s Group)

Interested in joining a choir?

Words to find: Pentecost, Whit, Apostles,
Holy Spirit, Tongues, Flames, Arabs,
Cretans, Temple, Cripple, Colonnade,
Righteous
(They’re all there - we’ve checked!)

5-a-side Football

held every Wednesday evening
St Mary & St John’s choir practises at the Parish
including school holidays,
Centre, Billing Avenue, at 8pm Tuesdays and would
8 till 9pm at Yateley Community
welcome new singers, especially men, either tenor
Centre, School Lane, Yateley GU46 6NW.
or bass. Practice for St James’ choir is on
All abilities welcome. £5 per session
Thursday evenings - juniors from 6.30pm and
seniors from 8pm - in the Church & Church Centre. (pay-as-you-go). Organiser: Kevin Li

Ladies Breakfasts We meet half termly on a Saturday (8.45 -10.15am) for fellowship, prayer,
contemplation, chat and continental breakfast. A very sociable bunch, we welcome newcomers of all
ages. We next meet on 12 May at Birch Tree House, Dell Road RG40 3TD (Kim Murray’s),
and then on 30 June at the Church Centre.
If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133

Opportunities to Get Together or Volunteer
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Jubilee Walks for Saturday 9 June, ending in a Churchyard Trust Tea
All three walks (maps will be provided as required) end in a 'Churchyard Tea' at St James’
Church Centre. Mix-and-match a walk to suit yourself, eg, you can include both lunch at
‘The Tally Ho’ (but you’ll need to book!) and tea. Or, if you prefer not to walk, just come to
the tea. You can join or leave the walks as you wish, but do come and have tea. Donations
of cakes will be much appreciated.
 Walk 3 has been especially prepared for the young, with an optional quiz;
but adults are equally welcome.
 Knowledgeable guides will be on hand to lead optional tours of the
Churchyard. Any monetary donations will be put towards its upkeep.
Look for sign-up sheets in the Church and Parish Centres nearer to 9 June. Richard Owen


Walk 1 - 55 minutes

Start 2pm at California Parish Centre;
walk to St. James’ via California.
Arrival at St James’ approx 3pm for tea.
(Transport back to Parish Centre).

Walk 2 - 1 hour 55 minutes

Start 12.40pm at California Parish Centre; walk via
California Lake, on to ‘The Tally Ho’ (30-minute stop
here about 2pm). Arrive St James’ approx 3.15pm for
tea. (Transport back to Parish Centre).

Walk 3 - 2 hours 30 minutes
Start St James’ at 12 noon, to California Parish Centre via Wick Hill; then around California Lake,
across Nine Mile Ride and on to ‘The Tally Ho’ (30-minute stop here about 2pm) Back via Fleet Hill
and Rectory Farm to St James’ approx 3.15pm for tea.

Churches Together in Crowthorne (CTC)

Can you help…?

Driver volunteers
Neighbours’ recently celebrated its 40th anniversary with a special
required
cake shared with the deputy mayors of Bracknell Forest & Wokingham.
(expenses paid).
 Residents of Finchampstead & California who are unable to get their
medical appointments through mobility or transport issues are eligible to Also people needed to
‘man’ the desk at the
call on the services of volunteer drivers For more information, please
Baptist Church,
contact Sue Hester, telephone 01344 761001.
Crowthorne. Please call
Summer Activities
Sue on 01344 761001.
 On the Morgan Rec. Crowthorne, Thames Valley Police fund a project
Helpers also required for
aimed at children of the community, staffed by volunteers from all our
Morgan Rec Summer
churches. Held on 5 Friday afternoons, 20 July to 17 August,
Activities. Please call
2.30 - 5.30pm, activities on offer will be Toys & Games, Drumming &
Sarah or Richard Owen
Crafts. Some weeks there will be cage football, or a climbing wall, or
on 0118 973 3111
tug of war. Drinks & strawberries too. See the notice in the Church and
Parish Centres.
 Help is also needed to set up and take down gazebos etc, as well as strawberry-picking at Grays
Farm on Friday mornings.
 100 children and adults came each week in 2011 & had a good time.This is a very worthwhile
project. Please come and join us.
Sarah & Richard Owen
 ‘Good

Please email items for Aug-Nov Newsletter to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk. Next copy due date: 11 July
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Christian Aid Week 13-19 May (see also page 16)

Let US help to ‘give the tools to help people in poverty out of poverty’.
This year’s Christian Aid Week focus is a community in Sierra Leone that has seen remarkable
change. Life turned around when the Methodist Church of Sierra Leone (MCSL) started to work
in Gbap (pronounced Bap), distributing tools and teaching farmers simple food production
techniques. Now, as a group, the farmers share their skills. They support and encourage each
other, working efficiently to provide more food, demonstrating how much can be achieved when
a community comes together.
One of their young people, Tenneh Keimbay, says how much unity in life inspires her.
Continuing: ‘To me’ she says, ‘unity means coming together to decide on one thing and to take
that forward.’ Talking enthusiastically about the difference the project has made: ‘Now the children eat two meals all year round, whereas before it was one. They are growing well; they don’t
cry because of hunger. They are happy to go to school because something is in their stomach.’
Following on from this, the people of Gbap have united and successfully lobbied for a new
school and an agricultural work centre for the community. They have been empowered and have
taken their future into their own hands.
£6.50 could buy a set of

four hand-tools for a farmer
During Christian Aid Week, 15,000 churches across Britain and
Ireland will organise house-to-house collections and events to raise living in the town of Gbap.
funds to enable organisations like MCSL to carry out their work
£50 could pay for advocacy
transforming communities such as Gbap. Christian Aid currently
training for two young
works with 507 partners in 47 countries in Africa, Asia, the Middle
people in a Kenyan slum,
East, Latin America and the Caribbean, helping people to make
equipping them with the
change happen. Our donations will be multiplied many times over tools they need to pressure
their government to provide
as lots of small actions come together to make a huge change.
But the giving that takes place during Christian Aid Week is not just essential services.
one-way. Unity is something that our churches are not always good £123 could buy a reclaimed
at. The value of community that has inspired Tenneh is something aluminium greenhouse for
women working on marketthat we can learn from and be changed by. Christian Aid Week is
gardening projects in Tajikiabout raising funds, but it is also a call to unity – an invitation for
stan, providing a vital tool
churches to come together and celebrate the possibility of hope
and life in parts of the world where mere survival can be a struggle. for growing vegetables in a
harsh climate experiencing
This is a challenge, because division and inequality and injustice
extremes of hot and cold.
will always be easier than unity. But Tenneh’s insistence that
remarkable things can happen when we come together is not new. We see it in the actions and
ministry of Jesus, who pushed against all that leads to violence and separation and called his
disciples to model a new way of community.
So, be a part of Christian Aid Week this year. If, together, we take small actions we can
give people like Tenneh the tools to make big change happen.
(See Page 16 for opportunities to get involved)
Please email items for Aug-Nov Newsletter to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk. Next copy due date: 11 July

Mission, Charity & World Concern
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The Green Team have met twice this year and are making plans to
renew the A Rocha Eco-congregation Award for St Mary & St John’s
Church and work towards an award for St James’.
The A Rocha Eco-congregation Award is designed to encourage and recognise churches who
are working to care for creation. It is an ecumenical programme helping churches make the
link between environmental issues and the Christian faith, and to respond in practical action
in the church, in the lives of individuals, and in the local and global community.
The Green recycling table continues to be well used by the congregation at St Mary & St
John’s, and this month we’ve added unwanted and broken jewellery and watches to the items
we collect. This includes both costume jewellery and precious metal (gold, silver and
gemstones). Both intact and damaged items are accepted. Please leave them in the box
provided. We will be sending the jewellery to Traidcraft Exchange. (See the Traidcraft article
and also their website, www.traidcraft.co.uk, for more details about their work.) Broken
jewellery is recycled into new pieces for sale.
We hope to have a similar recycling table at St James’ Church Centre in the near future and
to welcome a speaker from A Rocha to Services at both our Churches in June. Check the
Pew Sheets/Weekly Notices for details nearer the time.
Chris Ilsley
Traidcraft
Sales and orders at the Traidcraft stalls held after the Service
on 4 March at St Mary & St John’s Church and at the Traidcraft “Big Brew” at Tea & Chat on 13 March totalled £256.
£25 has been donated to Traidcraft Exchange, which works in partnership with local
organisations implementing trade-related development projects in India, Bangladesh, Kenya,
Tanzania and Uganda, helping producers cope with climate change, making them more ecofriendly, and helping individuals and communities to flourish. The next Traidcraft stall will be
held after the Service at St Mary & St John’s Church on Sunday 20 May.
Pictured below: Traidcraft “Big Brew”, at Tea & Chat
at the Parish Centre in March

Our churches are
Fairtrade churches.
We use Fairtrade
products for refreshments, and
promote Fairtrade throughout
the year.
Did you know that the
Fairtrade Foundation has
licensed over 3,000 Fairtrade
certified products for sale
through retail and catering
outlets in the UK?

If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133
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Housegroups, Bible Study & Prayertime

First and Third Thursday evenings of each month, starting at 8pm
The apostle Paul’s ‘Second Letter to Timothy’ is in fact his ‘Letter from Death Row’, which he wrote
in prison near the end of his life, c. AD 67-68. As he faces execution, he clearly wishes to focus on
what is really important to him as a Christian teacher, and to pass on to his trusted pupil Timothy
the responsibility to ‘guard the Gospel’. We have therefore chosen to study 2 Timothy for the five
sessions of our Summer meetings, with the objective of grasping the essence of Paul’s teaching,
which we have so far seen mainly distributed over his letters to the churches he founded.
3 May The Promise of Life in the Face of Death 2 Timothy 1
17 May ‘Ascension Day’ when we normally attend our own churches.
7 June God’s Gift and God’s Gospel 2 Timothy 1
21 June The Approved Christian Worker 2 Timothy 2
5 July
The Days and Difficulties in which we are called to Mission 2 Timothy 3
19 July The Passing of the Baton 2 Timothy 4
You are very welcome to attend any or all of our meetings. We are an informal, ecumenical and self
-administered housegroup. For further details, contact Audrey and Francis Moore on 0118 973 2592
Weekly term-time Tuesday evenings, beginning 7.45pm
Our Bible study group meets at Rectory Farm, Fleet Hill. Everybody is welcome from
whatever background with whatever questions or thoughts they might bring. We exist
to serve our whole community—helping individuals to investigate the Christian faith, to
explore the Bible for themselves and to live out their faith.
The meeting starts at 7.45pm with coffee, cake and chat, followed at 8pm by our study. Tuesday
evenings can provide a real oasis in our busy lives– please do feel free to come and try us out, or
get in touch for a chat if you are not sure. Our next study will be the parables of Jesus. Neil Bidston
Weekly term-time Bible Study, day-time
An opportunity for mums and dads to join in a study group, with no child-sitting worries. There are
toys a-plenty for the children to play with, and we’ll take turns to supervise them so the study is not
too disturbed. Please do feel free to come along and give it a go, even if you’ve not been before.
Rev John is leading our study on ‘Women in the Bible’ on Mondays between 2 and 3pm in St
James’ Church Centre. This is a continuation of the original ‘Monday Morning with Jesus’ Group.
If you need more information, please phone the Church Office. Group co-ordinator: Emmie Bidston
Fourth Wednesday of each month—Prayertime
An opportunity to get together in prayer once a month. The variety of prayers includes
thanksgivings, personal requests, the needs of the church, our community and the wider
world. Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 8pm.
Paula Vicary
Please email items for Aug-Nov Newsletter to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk. Next copy due date: 11 July
If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133

The Anglican Society of St Francis
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Leslie Heminway, from St Mary & St John’s Church, is a member of the Third Order of the Anglican
Society of St Francis. In this article, he tells us about the Society and what being a member involves.
The East Small Group of the Berkshire Area to which Leslie belongs generally meets on a Friday
evening about seven or eight times a year. But once a year they meet on a Saturday at the Parish
Centre where Leslie can join them. The Area meets three or four times a year but the climax is the annual renewal of vows, coupled with a Quiet Day, which this year is to be led by the Bishop of Reading. For the past decade this day, which is the first Saturday in October, has been held at St James.
There are three different paths or ‘Orders’ within the Society. The First Order consists of men and
women who live in community under a Franciscan Rule based on the traditional vows of poverty, chastity
and obedience. The Second Order is composed of women who feel called by God to a life of contemplative prayer, coupled with work to be self-supporting. The Third Order is a worldwide Anglican
Franciscan Religious Order of men and women over the age of 18, lay and ordained, married and single,
young and old, of varying ethnic and educational backgrounds. We take life vows to lead our lives
according to a Rule of Life, while living in our own homes, working in the community and caring for our
families. There are about 3,000 members worldwide, 2,000 of whom are in Europe (www.tssf.org).
The aims of the Third Order are to: Make our Lord Jesus Christ known and loved everywhere; to
spread the spirit of love and harmony; and to live simply.
What is distinctive about its members ?
Tertiaries, as members are known, desire to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, whom we serve
through prayer, study and work, after the example of St Francis and St Clare. The keynotes of our lives
are humility, love and joy. We are inspired by St. Francis’ challenge to the Church to follow closely Jesus’
earthly life, to proclaim the gospel and bring justice and peace. The life of the Order is rooted in
Eucharistic worship and personal prayer, and we believe that we are called to serve within the Church
and in the World, enriched and strengthened by periods of contemplation and retreat. We know of many
holy men and women who are not members of a religious order but for us, this is an important lifestyle
and commitment that enables us to keep our most important promise – the one we made at our baptism.
Franciscans seek to worship and serve God in His creation and are therefore pledged to the service of
others and to respect for all life. We aim at a simple lifestyle and at self-denial, living in solidarity with the
poverty of the world and accepting its claim upon our stewardship.
We are subject to Community Obedience, which includes a daily offering of prayer either on our own or
in the context of Morning or Evening Prayer and the daily readings of the Principles. And, of course,
there are our vows which within a framework are flexible for the individual so as not to overstretch that
person.
It is a stimulating spiritual journey and yet not always a straight and easy path. There is always something new to learn and you never know it all. But, as St Paul put it, it is a race to be won and never look
back. There is tremendous love and care amongst us in the Berkshire Area, and people come from all
walks of life, able and disabled. Joining theThird Order has increased my faith and led me along paths
which are so exciting; knowing so much about St Francis you feel that we mere humans have a long way
to develop. And what has been reinforced in me is the overlap between Obedience, Love, Poverty,
Simplicity, Humility and Joy, which are part of our way of living. I feel it is vast, each being a golden
thread plaited together into an unbreakable rope anchored through discipline.
St Francis was incredible and, for me with my disability, he was able to guide me in a way which brings
out so much contentment and acceptance.
Leslie Heminway

‘Who’s Who’ in the Parish – The Ministry Team
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Rev Julie Ramsbottom

Rector
Associate Priest
Associate Priest
Associate Priest (ret’d)
Curate
Licensed Lay Minister
Lay Eucharistic Minister
Churchwardens
at St James
Churchwardens
at St Mary & St John

0118 973 2102 COMMUNION AT HOME
01344 774586 If you or anyone you know is
Rev John Edwards
unable to get to St James or St
Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030
Mary & St John’s Church for a
Rev Hugh Wakeling
period of time and would like to
Rev Brynn Bayman
receive Communion at home or
in hospital, please call to advise
Dr Keith Atton
the Church Office. Thank you
Mr Paul Arscott

Mrs Nicky Alder

0118 973 4904 nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk

Mr Ian Woolston

0118 973 3098 ianwoolston@aol.com

Ms Sharon White

0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com

Mr Dave Moore

0118 973 6436 davemoore10538@gmail.com

Your opportunities to support
Christian Aid Week
Fri 11 May

Quizaid Evening (see box ad below)

Sun 13 May CA Week
Speaker

9.45am CA Service using CA worship
resources at St Mary & St John,
11am St James
13-19 May House-to-house As many roads throughout the
collection
Parish as possible
Sat 19 May Street Collection California crossroads
Sun 20 May Cakes Sale
St James after 9.30 & 11am Services
Prayers and support please for activities listed above

QUIZAID
EVENING
Friday 11 May
7.45-10.15pm
at St James’
Church Centre

£5 includes Ploughman’s Supper
 £4 for children under 16
 Please bring your own drinks
 Raffle
 Maximum team size: 6
Proceeds to Christian Aid Week


Our new Associate Priest,
Rev Mark-Aaron, with his wife
Cigil (pronounced ‘Chill’)

Day is one of
 Ascension
the earliest Christian

Olympic-themed Labyrinth

will be taken into local primary
schools at the beginning of July by
Rev Julie and helpers. Check
Parish and Church
Centre noticeboards for
details nearer the time.
Don’t miss it !

Cake & Book Sale

After Services: Sun 6 May
St James’ Church Centre
In aid of the flower fund for the
Flower Festival to be held during
Patronal Festival on 20-22 July

festivals. Following Jesus’
resurrection on Easter Day,
he appeared to his disciples
several times. On the 40th
day after resurrection, he
took them to the Mount of
Olives where they watched
as he ascended to Heaven.

Join us to celebrate
our Lord’s Ascension at

our Service for the united
Parish: Thursday 17 May at
8pm in St James’ Church.

If you have not found what you are looking for or need more information about times, venues, etc
please contact the Church Office on 0118 973 0133

