
 ‘If you want to go to Heaven you have to travel  
via King’s Cross’    J. John 

What’s your New Year’s Resolution? Mine is to stop being so 

grumpy with automated telephone answering systems. I have just 

spent an extremely frustrating half-hour trying to speak to a human 

being about a fault I need to report. I didn’t want any of the options 

offered by the automated system and thus didn’t press 1,2,3,or 4. 

In the end I randomly selected a number in the hope that I would 

be put through to a person from whom I could ask for help; but to 

no avail as I was promptly cut off!! 

Why is this so frustrating? Because I don’t want to talk to a           

machine; because I have a question which is pertinent to me and 

is quite likely not to be the same as another person’s question;          

because I want to be treated as an individual – a pain maybe, but nevertheless an individual! 

In our society now we seem to lack time to treat each other as individuals. We hear someone 

telling us something and immediately jump in with – ‘that’s exactly like what happened to me’.   

Of course it isn’t – their event was what happened to them. It was personal; it affected them in a 

way which was special to them whether it was a good experience or not. 

Lent could be a time for giving up treating others as if they were clones of ‘me’. Jesus said:     

‘Love your neighbour as yourself’. He didn’t say your neighbour was yourself. For Lent I am go-

ing to try to listen positively and not rush into thinking – that’s just what happened to me. It didn’t! 

My first action has to be to treat every person with whom I deal on the phone or otherwise as an 

individual loved by God and treasured by God. I am going to try to give up being frustrated by 

trials such as automated telephone systems and thank God instead that we have technology 

which can help our service providers deal with the millions of 

enquiries that hit them every day.  

When Jesus went into the desert for 40 days to fast and pray, 

he was vulnerable and in his vulnerability he was tempted 

with the possibility of finding nourishment from something he 

had no right to; with the possible acquisition of worldly power 

and worldly status. He refused all three and went on in             

humility to be a normal person living the life we were created 

for – to love our creator and to love each other so that we 

could each reach our potential. His full potential was reached 

in his death on the cross – love given in the giving of a life. 

Hence as J. John put it ‘If you want to go to Heaven you have 

to travel via (the) King’s Cross’.  But Heaven is 

where Jesus is now – still living, loving and pa-

tiently listening to us with direct immediate access 

– no automated voices in between! A happy Lent  

– living, loving and listening.                  Rev Julie                     

 http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk 
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Each year, the Parish gives 10% of its freewill giving (that is, any money which is given in             
collections, the envelope scheme, direct debits, or by other means, which has not been given for 
a specific cause) to external charities working with the most vulnerable in our world.  
The majority is given to five main charities, agreed by the PCC each year, along with some  
smaller gifts to other charities.  
From the £17,100 available for this year, we will support the following charities with £3,000 each: 
The Mityana Charity working in Uganda; CMS (Church Mission Society); CIRDIC (Churches-in-
Reading-Drop-in-Centre); The Bible Society; and St Matthew’s, Kimberley, South Africa where 
currently we are supporting 5 children at pre-school whose families would otherwise not be able 
to afford for them to attend.  This, we hope, will give them a good grounding for when they start 
primary school at the age of 6.   
Additionally, £1,000 will be donated to the Stepping Stones Project run by Faith Christian Group 
in Reading working to house people who would otherwise be difficult to 
accommodate for reasons such as addiction; £900 to Mothers’ Union 
Overseas Fund, and £200 to Finchampstead & Barkham Relief in Sick-
ness Fund.  Following a vote from both congregations in November, we 
will be linking with CMS partners Kailean and Kim Khongsai. We hope to 
invite them to come and talk to us about their work later in the year. 
On Sunday 1 December, St James’ Church collected new toys, games, books etc for PACT 
(Parents and Children Together) and we delivered a very large car load of wonderful things, which 
they distributed among the families they work with. Many thanks to everyone who donated.  
Also at the beginning of December we were delighted to hand over 148 shoeboxes for                     
Samaritans Purse, collected jointly by our congregations and Finchampstead School, and           
destined for children in Belarus. 
One card on the tree: £197 was raised for St Stephen's Society at St Mary & St John;  
St James collected £490 for Christian Aid.  
We had an excellent attendance at both our Christingle Services and a wonderful total of 
£1,850 was raised for The Children’s Society.  
Thank you to everyone for your support for our charities in 2012.          Julia Arscott                            

 
 

Mission, Charity & World Concern 
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For more information 
about these charities, 
please do look at our 
new website where you 
will find links to each of 
the charity websites. 



Churchyard Gardening Club 
 

Page 3 

A very ‘slightly’ wet autumn has kept us working in the rain. Dave, Laurie and I have been busy 
battling with leaves that fall endlessly all over the churchyard. We have many trees that adorn 
and beautify our piece of God’s Acre and, when wet, make ‘raking’, gathering and burning or 
composting quite hard work. But lo, we now have a very efficient LEAF BLOWER and we may 
well have been heard blasting away during the past few weeks. However, although it looks 
much tidier as a result, it’s amazing just how all those leaves seemed to hide away in so many 
nooks and crannies! 
A number of memorials have been straightened up when 
they lurched too far, and any churchyard wanderers will 
have noticed (hopefully!) that Dave and Laurie have re-cut 
the steps that lead from the lower to the upper churchyard 
and what a great job they have done. You can now take a 
‘safe’ short cut from lower to the upper churchyard without 
the danger of a very undignified slip! 
There is still much to do in 2013 - in particular the main 
path needs some attention. 
Plans for the Churchyard Extension continue to progress 
and the next step is to apply to the Wokingham BC for 
‘change-of-use’ of some Manor House land. 
The churchyard is a big ‘garden’. Anyone interested in 
helping out would be most welcome to come along and join 
in. Do just arrive, or give me a call on 0118 973 2069 or 
send an email to ed@sampsononline.co.uk     Ed Sampson 

The newly The newly   

rere--cut stepscut steps  

 

St James’ Social and Fundraising Committee 

St James’ Social and Fundraising Committee are looking forward to another busy social               
calendar this year.  
2013 started with a ‘Bring-and-Buy Sale’ which, despite the snowy weather, raised £133 for the 
Church Flower Fund—thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of this event.           
On Saturday 2 February the thespians of our parish will be treading the boards in our 
Old Time Music Hall Evening in the Memorial Hall. On 27 April, another musical even-

ing is planned when we welcome back Trio Treats in concert. During May, June 
and July we will be gathering for our usual church family barbecue and choir concert.   
July in particular will be a very busy month as it is St James’ Church’s turn to organise the 
village fête, which will be held in Finchampstead Memorial Park on Saturday 13 July.   

More events are planned throughout 2013 and details will be  
included on our website and on pew/notice sheets.   
Everyone is most welcome to all our social and fundraising gather-
ings. Please do come,  we would love to see you.  
Sue (Social and Fundraising Team) 
Chris, Chris, Gill, Mary, Mo, Nicky, Olive, Sarah, Sue 

  

Copies of this Newsletter  
are available at church.  

Please take one for those 
unable to collect  their own 

mailto:ed@sampsononline.co.uk
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Local meetings for women and men are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month 
at 2pm in St James’ Church Centre, usually with a speaker and afternoon tea. 

Thurs 14 Feb 2pm Branch Meeting ~ Annual General Meeting and “To Peru with            
Fairtrade”. Speaker:  Pam Thomson 

Wed 20 Feb 10am Church Communion Service with emphasis on Mothers’ Union 

Fri 1 Mar  Women’s World Day of Prayer ~ details to follow 

Sun 3 Mar After 9.30 & 
11am Services 

Cake Sale and Publicity for Mothers’ Union. 
(Note: There will also be a Fairtrade Stall)  

Thurs 14 Mar 2pm Branch Meeting. Speaker: Rev John Edwards—details to follow 

Wed 20 Mar 10am Church Communion as above 

Thurs              
11 Apr 

2pm Branch Meeting. Speaker: Capt John or Gloria Richards on The 
seeds we sow (the Mothers’ Union theme for 2013)  

Tues 16 Apr 7.00pm— 
Refreshments. 
7.30pm—Talk. 

Evening Meeting. Speaker: Andrew Emptage from The Art                   
Company, Wokingham on Technology and Art/Photography—
taking in the current Google project, including the St James’ 
“shoot”.  

Wed 17 Apr 10am Church Communion as above 

Our meetings and services are held in  
St James’ Church Centre unless otherwise 
stated.  Everyone is most welcome to join us.   
Sarah Owen, Leader,  
Finchampstead & California Branch 

The Flower Team spent a 
happy morning decorating St 
James’ Church for Christmas, 
helped by younger members 
of the church who created a            
vibrant, floral Christingle 
(pictured on the right).  We 
now look forward to the spring 
and the plentiful colours that it 
provides. If you are interested 
in learning more about the 
flowers in church please con-
tact the Church Office. We are 
always happy to welcome new 
members.     Denise Adams 

**Explore St James' Church on Google Street 
View!  Check out http://goo.gl/maps/xZfmP to start 
your tour. Don't miss the panoramic view from the 
top of the tower!  Our thanks to Andrew Emptage 
for producing the tour - http://www.placeview.co.uk/ 

Ladies 
Breakfasts  
We meet 
half-termly on a  
Saturday morning, 
8.45-10.15am, for            
fellowship, prayer, 
contemplation, chat 
and continental break-
fast.  A very sociable 
bunch, we welcome 
newcomers of all ag-
es.  Contact the 
Church Office for 
dates and venues.  

http://goo.gl/maps/xZfmP
http://www.placeview.co.uk/


 

Other opportunities to get together 
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Tea & Chat  
afternoons 
are held from 
2 to 3.30pm 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the 
month as a social occasion for anyone 
living locally to pop in, sit down and             
relax over a cup of tea, some cake and 
friendly chat.  Everyone, all ages,            
welcome. No charge and you won’t even 
have to wash-up!  
Next meetings: 12 and 26 February;  
12 and 26 March; 9 and 23 April;  
in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre, 
Billing Avenue.  
Every other month, the Finchampstead 
Older People’s Forum (FINE) meets at 
Tea & Chat.  

 
 Men’s Group  The aim of the Group is to enable men 

from within and outside our church congregations to 
meet together both spiritually and socially.  In addition, 
we seek to play our part in the broader life of the 
Church and the community in Finchampstead.                                                                                                                 

Evening gatherings are generally of a social nature, 
and cover a variety of activities. We also attend Satur-
day Breakfast Meetings, organised by the Reading 
Men’s Group, where they have guest speakers. These 
are normally held three times a year at the Blue Coat 
School in Sonning.  Newcomers will be made 

very welcome.    

Saturday 23 March  
Dinner with Partners 
 

Enjoy an evening in good 
company at the Barkham 
Bull.  Arrive 7.30 for 8pm.  
 

Those wishing to attend 
please contact organiser, 
David Moore, or Harry Row 
by 17 March latest.  
Telephone David on  
0118 973 6436 or email: 
davemoore10538@gmail.com  
Telephone Harry on 0118 
973 0556 or email: 
harryrow@btinternet.com 

Next Reading Men’s 
Group Breakfast Meet-
ing at Sonning’s Blue 
Coat School is on  
Saturday 16 February. 
Speaker: Commodore 
Adrian Nance, Former  
Commander of the Ark 
Royal.  £7.50 per head. 
Arrive 8.15 for 8.30am. 
For those needing a lift, 
transport will leave the 
Parish Centre at 7.45am. 
If you would like to attend 
contact Harry Row by 10 
Feb. Telephone  0118 973 
0556; email: 
 harryrow@btinternet.com 

Every Wednesday at Yateley 
School Sports Hall (GU46 6NW) 
from 8pm-9pm a bunch of Dads 

of all ages and capabilities join together 
to have a good old game of indoor  

5-a-side football. It's very informal 
and, most importantly, fun. The main  
focus is for Dads in the local area to 
make friends and to support one          
another during the frantic times of being 
a Dad, as well as to hone our football 
skills of course!  
Every quarter there is a social get-
together, which is typically held at a local 
curry house accompanied by the odd 
beer or two. In the summer a barbecue 
or picnic is held where the whole family 
is invited and this has been a great          
success with both the adults and the 
kids. So far the Dads’ football has raised 
over £500 for St James’ and has brought          
together nearly 40 Dads!        Kevin Li 
Email: kevinli4877@hotmail.com  

 

If you have not found what you 
are looking for, or need more 
information about times,             
venues, etc, please contact the 
Church Office, by e-mail:  
office@stjames. 
finchampstead.co.uk                     
or telephone 0118 973 0133 

THE MEDIA:  
To publicise any event in the 
newspaper or on local radio,  

email our Press Officer  
with details:  

sally.hamblin@o2.co.uk   

In their 35 years as neigh-
bours on earth, John and 
Charlie never knew they 
were both Christians. 
STRANGE isn’t it?  
Do your neighbours know 
what you believe? 



Breastfeeding Centre  
at St James’ Church Centre,  
Tuesdays 12.30pm–2pm. 
Come along for support and             
information or just tea and a chat.  
Bumps, babies, siblings and 
mums welcome!  (If you need a 
lift there will be a hot drink for 
partners/parents/friends too!) 
Supporterline 0300 100 0210 
available 9.30am–9.30pm 365 days a year.   

Website: www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk 

Epiphany Party—5 January 2013. A social gathering to celebrate 

the feast of Epiphany at the Billing Avenue Parish Centre. Pictured right  
are regular St Mary & St John congregation   
members with friends and families joining in  
with Famous Faces and other mind-boggling  
quizzes arranged by the SMSJ Social Group  
for the entire Parish.  With drinks and nibbles 
available too, this annual event was once  
again very successful and most enjoyable for  
all who attended. 

Quiz Night & Meal 
Saturday 9 March, 7.30pm,  
St James’ Church Centre.  

Teams of 6-8.  
Please bring your own drinks.                  

Proceeds to the Berkshire Guiding 
Senior Section trip to Iceland.  

Tickets £7.50 each from  
Karen.5thfinchbrownies@live.co.uk 

Fund-raising for Guiding trip. In May 
2012, Emma and I attended an International 
selection day in Bracknell and were chosen to 
participate in the Berkshire Guiding Senior 
Section trip to Iceland in August 2013. As part 
of the requirements of the trip, all participants 
are challenged to fund-raise the cost of the 
trip. So far we have baked cakes, had stalls 
at Wokingham Winter Carnival and various 
school fairs, and organised a Flower Demon-
stration evening. For our next fund-raising 
event we are organising a Quiz night on           
9 March, see below.  We would like to thank 
all of you who have supported us so far, and 
hope you will come and join us at the Quiz 
night.                            Karen & Emma King     

 
 
 
 
 

 

Take your partner 
by the hand  …! 

 

PARISH BARN DANCE - Sat 9 Feb 
at California Ratepayers Hall.  

6.45 for 7pm prompt dance-off.   
Good live band.  Sausage or fish supper. 

Bring your own drinks & glasses.   
Further details/tickets from 
slwhite4@btinternet.com or 

davemoore10538@gmail.com.  
Price varies (£5—£12.50) depending on age 

and food requested.  Ends 10pm. 
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More events + BfN 
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Finchampstead Youth Club (based at the Parish Centre, Billing Avenue) is closed 
over the Winter. It re-opens every term-time Thursday 3.30-6pm in the Spring. Check our Face- 
book page or the Parish website http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk for up-to-date information. 
 

News Flash!  We hope to have               
a fun night of quizzes, disco and                

dancing for adults to join in the Spring.  
Watch this space and help raise funds 

for youth projects here and abroad! 
 

Sunday Club at St Mary & St John’s Church for children up to 11 years aims to teach and 

share the love of Jesus and the Christian faith, through enjoyable and fun art, craft, music and 
drama activities, and to make children feel an important part of the church community. It runs at 
9.30am on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays in the month at Gorse Ride Junior School. On the first Sun-
day of the month there is an Alive@11 (all-age) Service at 11am, and Family Communion on the 
3rd Sunday of the month at 9.30am 

Junior Pathfinders for 11-14 year olds also meet on Sundays at 9.30am in one of the class-

rooms while St Mary & St John’s Church worships in the main hall. The sessions, including           
opportunities for discussion and craft activities, end by joining the congregation for Communion. 
Junior Pathfinders may also grow in their Christian faith by helping in Church Services, serving 
refreshments, holding fund-raising and occasional social activities. They meet at the same times/
Sundays as Sunday Club. 

Catch up with us on Facebook. 
 

Contact the Church Office or Cathy Clayton, a Youth 
Leader, on 07936 885948 or 0118 973 0707, or email 
catherine.clayton@btinternet.com for more information 
about anything detailed here on the youth group. 

Contrast Youth Group meets every Sunday in term time in St James’ Church Centre.  
A place to have fun, make new friends, buy tuck and talk about the big issues. We offer opportu-
nities for older teens to train as young leaders. 
 Our Away Day on 23 February to Portsmouth will be a day of fun and challenges.  
 Young people from Contrast and from our wider church community will be leading the 

Alive @11 Service on 3 March.  Any young people who would like to take part, do please get  
in touch as soon as possible.  

 The Easter Vigil will take place on Easter Saturday 30 March until 
the Dawn Service on 31 March, at St James and in the Church 
Centre.  

All young people who have a connection with St James or St Mary 
and St John and are of secondary school age or in Year 6 and are 
preparing for Confirmation are welcome to join us in Portsmouth or 
for the Easter Vigil.   
 

There are no sessions in 
half term on 17 & 24           
February. 
The final Sunday session 
of the term is 24 March.                     
Contrast restarts after 
Easter on 21 April. 

If you have not found what you are look-

ing for, or need more information about 

times, venues, etc, please contact the 

Church Office. E-mail: office@stjames. 

finchampstead.co.uk, tel: 0118 973 0133 

Bulletin Blunders ! 
 Potluck Supper: prayer and medication to follow. 
 

 22 members were present at the church meeting held at the 
home of Mrs Marsha Crutchfield last evening. Mrs Crutchfield 
and Mrs Rankin sang a duet, The Lord Knows Why. 

 

Children and Youth 
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Contrast Youth Group …  continued  

Entertainment for all at                      
Contrast’s December Gala 
Evening in the Memorial Hall.           
Above: a scene from a Cluedo-style 
whodunnit. Right: Singing along with 
youth band “Hotwire”. £230 was raised towards youth projects & sponsoring a child in Bangkok’s Mercy Centre. 

 

Children and Youth 
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Fledgelings’ Toddler and Baby Group  The 2012 Fledgelings’ Nativity and Christmas Party 
was another joyous occasion, infused with the excitement of Advent.  A twinkling cast of stars, 
angels, cows, donkeys and “Buzz Light Year” joined the more traditional 

nativity characters as the story of the birth of Jesus unfolded.  After the 
little angels sang their hearts out to that well-known Christmas Carol 
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” whilst clutching candles (glow-sticks) in the soft gloom of the 
church, they all paraded over to the church centre for a feast! The children assembled for a   
sophisticated meal of party rings and pizza squares kindly brought by relatives and friends, 
whilst the adults enjoyed yet another sumptuous spread provided by our wonderful Mothers’ 
Union Branch – our thanks to them once again!  After a creative session with tinsel and glue, 
Father Christmas made an impromptu appearance – word gets around about the Fledgelings’ 
Christmas do!  Thank you to all who came for making it yet another memorable occasion. 
Fledgelings is back and running every Tuesday during term time from 1.45 until 4pm, for fun, 
songs, cakes, art, biscuits, stories & friends.  We do sometimes hold events throughout the 
term so please contact Sam Khan on sk@jamesbarry.net for further details or to join our  
mailing list. Please come, you will be very welcome.  

Mary & Joseph Mary & Joseph   
gazing at baby Jesusgazing at baby Jesus  

 

Some of the angels ...Some of the angels ...  

mailto:sk@jamesbarry.net


Sunday mornings for families  

EXCITING CHANGES FOR FAMILIES on Sunday mornings at St James’ Church in 2013. 

There will still be a 9.30am Family Service and an 11am Communion Service every Sunday but 
with some different formats and with extra groups to cater for all ages of children. 
 

BREAK OUT (age 7-11) 
9.30 am, Church Centre - 1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays in term-time 
This group caters for key-stage two children of those families who prefer to 
attend the 9.30 Family Service with their younger children. On the first 
Sunday in the month the focus will be on an activity such as sport, craft or 
a ramble through the churchyard; on the second Sunday there will be café 
church – croissants etc whilst watching an appropriate DVD such as  
Veggietales’/’What’s in the Bible?’ followed by a discussion on the issues 
raised; the fourth Sunday will be devoted to ‘Thinking Stuff Out’ and will 

use ‘Side- by-Side with God’ written by Yvonne Morris, Children’s Adviser to the Oxford Diocese. 
 

JUNIOR LEADERS (age 11+)   
9.30 am, Church Centre—1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays in term-time 
This group caters for Young People in the early years of secondary 
school who need to build up a portfolio of voluntary work for their ‘Record 
of Achievement’ folders. They will be given training on key leadership 
skills and have their own dedicated session on two of the Sundays each 
month; and help with BREAK OUT on the other Sunday. 

 

KIDZ CAFÉ (age 3 - 8) 
10.45 am, Church Centre 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays in term-time 
Kidz Café is for children aged 3-8 years with stories, DVDs, games, activi-

ties, crafts and refreshments. It’s great fun! The children will join with Junior Contrast for a brief 
act of worship led by a member of the Ministry Team; they will be taken into Church towards the 
end of the 11 o’clock service.  
 

JUNIOR CONTRAST 
(age 8+)  10.45 am, 
Church Centre 2nd, 3rd & 
4th term-time Sundays 
Intended to be a fun youth 
group for children over the age of 8, and to lead 
on to membership of CONTRAST (the group for 
those at secondary school which meets on Sun-
day evenings at 7pm). The young people will join 
the main service at the offertory. 

 

 
 

 

 

WORDSEARCH 

 

S    T    R    S    M    L    A    P    E    K    Y    Q    E    M    B    

E    Q    F    L    K    I    Z    R    H    N    H    Y    U    A    T    

L    C    X    X    Z    J    E    S    U    S    I    R    C    U    H    

P    M    Y    H    W    O    Y    A    B    V    N    W    H    N    U    

I    Y    A    P    E    J    N    S    V    L    Y    D    A    D    R    

C    A    D    W    O    I    B    A    V    G    E    B    R    Y    S    

S    P    N    D    E    R    R    D    A    C    K    R    I    R    D    

I    S    U    P    E    Z    O    U    D    Y    N    E    S    P    A    

D    F    S    A    T    D    D    J    I    H    O    A    T    M    Y    

V    D    K    X    Z    D    U    O    M    P    D    D    U    C    T  

Can you find:  Eucharist, Sunday, Break,  
Bread, Wine, Disciples, Jesus, Donkey, Maundy, 
Thursday, Palms, Judas 

 

 

Page 9 



Director of Music,              
Andrew Bosley is            
pictured in Wellington 
College Chapel with 
members of St Mary & 
St John’s and St 
James’ choirs                
rehearsing for the 
Nine Lessons and 
Carols Service on 16 
Dec.  (Apologies from 
our photographer: In 
the absence of a suit-
able wide-angle lens, 
it was not possible to 
include all choir mem-
bers in the picture!) 

Interested in joining one of our choirs?  St Mary & St John’s choir practises at the   

Parish Centre, Billing Avenue at 8pm on Tuesdays and would welcome new singers, especially 
men, either tenor or bass.   
Practice for St James’ choir is on Thursday evenings: Juniors from 7.15pm, and Seniors from 
8pm in the Church or Church Centre.  

St James’ Finchampstead Bellringers 
In December we once again enjoyed a 
lovely meal at The Queen’s Oak, which 
has become the regular venue for our 
Christmas get-together. Ringing has 
continued as usual and we also rang 
for the Midnight Service on Christmas 
Eve. It won’t be long before the bells 
will start to ring out again to celebrate wed-
dings in 2013.   
We practise on Wednesdays from 8 – 9pm 
and would love to welcome more ringers – 
both novice and experienced. Do come 
along and join us. Please call me in  
advance if you would like someone to meet 
you outside. On Sundays we ring from 
10.30am for the 11am service.  Patricia 
Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747 

Finchampstead Handbell Ringers 
meet at St James’ Church Centre on 
Monday evenings from 5.45 till 7pm.   

We have eight members with varying skill    
levels and always have room for more. Cost 
is £2 a session and all that is needed is a pair 
of  cotton gloves.   

The Bell Buddies Youth Team 
now meet at St James’ Church 
Centre on Monday evenings                 

between 7 and 8pm and enjoy a varied range 
of handbells’ music and camaraderie.   
There is no charge for Bell Buddies so if you 
are aged 9 to 15 years and feel you may           
enjoy the opportunity to learn this ancient art 
please do contact us. 
Call Meg Hostler on 0118 973 1569 for more 
information about either handbell team. 

If you have not found what you are looking for, or need more information about times, venues, etc, please  
contact the Church Office, by e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk or tel: 0118 973 0133 

 

Music 
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Lent Lectures 
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Tuesday 19 February - Rev Canon Edmund Newell  -‘Christ Church                

Oxford – A Unique Cathedral’ 

Edmund Newell is currently Sub-Dean of Christ Church Oxford. Previously  

he was a canon of St Paul’s Cathedral, London (and founding Director of the 

St Paul’s Institute) and Chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford. He is soon to leave 

Christ Church to become Principal of Cumberland Lodge in Windsor. 
 

Tuesday 26 February – Rev Michael Johnson   -  Acting in Good Faith 

Michael Johnson is a C of E priest working as a Fresh Expressions minister in Wokingham. 

His main involvement is with Stage-Fright whose aim is to provide opportunities for young   

people to creatively explore life experiences, involvement in community, ethics, morality,           

personal, social and spiritual health and wholeness. Michael will be accompanied by members 

of Stage-Fright who will perform some of their current work. 
 

Tuesday 5 March –  Ven Norman Russell -  The Church of England in 

2030 - Established? Marginalised? Persecuted? 

Norman Russell was ordained in 1971. After curacies in Bristol and London 

he served in parishes in the Diocese of Oxford – first Harwell and then            

Gerrards Cross. He has been Archdeacon of Berkshire since 1998 and was 

also Prolocutor of the Lower House of the Convocation of Canterbury between 2005 and 2010. 
 

Tuesday 12 March – A Panel Discussion  - Faith at the Coalface – Being a Christian                   

in the workplace 

Our panellists for the Discussion on 12 March will be: Ian Clements - Managing Director of 

Quadriga Health and Safety, based in Reading; Sandra Symms - Head of Finchampstead 

CofE Primary School; Emma Walkerdine - a police officer with the Metropolitan Police, based 

in Central London; and Geoff Anderson - who runs a small local building firm. 
 

Tuesday 19 March –  Dr Guy Williams  - The Jewish Origins of  

Christianity 

Guy Williams studied Theology at Cambridge and then wrote a doctorate 

at Oxford, specialising in spirituality in the early Church. He is now Head of  

Philosophy and Religion at Wellington College and an examiner for the International 

Baccalaureate in Philosophy. Publications include a book on the spirit world in the  

letters of Paul. 

Our lectures will be held in St James’ Church Centre, Finchampstead RG40 4LU, starting 
at 8pm (coffee from 7.45) and ending at 9.30pm.  

 20   30 

 

 

Copies of this Newsletter are available at church.  Please take one for  
those unable to collect their own 



Copies of the May-July 2013 Newsletter will 

be distributed at our churches and centres on 

Sunday 28 April.  For those who prefer to    

follow our churches’ news online, all our 

Newsletters can be found at http://

parish.finchampstead.co.uk/news/newsletters/ 

Each session stands alone, but together they build into a whole. You are welcome to join us for 
some or all of the weeks. 
 

20 February Week Five Give us today our daily bread 
27 February Week Six  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us 
6 March Week Seven  Lead us not into temptation 
13 March Week Eight Deliver us from evil  
20 March     Week Nine For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever 
 

‘Prayer is the breath of the new-born soul, and there can be no Christian life without it.’    
Rowland Hill 

“Teach Us to Pray” is based on the         

prayer that Jesus taught his first disciples, and 
enables people to come together to explore  
prayer, nurture and deepen their personal prayer 
life and discover new ways of drawing closer to 
God.      Luke 11:1 
The series continues with five evenings dur-

ing Lent (20, 27 February; 6, 13  & 20 March) 

from 8-9.30pm at St Mary and St John’s Parish 

Centre (refreshments served from 7.45pm). 

‘Working Wood’  
a series of interactive prayer stations for Holy Week 

 by Rev Alison Marshall 
 

from 8pm at St James’ Church, ending with Compline at 9.15pm on 
Monday 25, Tuesday 26, and Wednesday 27 March 

    

or visit in the morning from 10am-12 noon on 26 and 27 March. 
 

“From trees that we may or may not eat, to a tree with leaves for the healing of the nations.....  
Christ was a carpenter who worked with wood and died on a tree.  ‘Working Wood’ is a series of 
interactive prayer stations to help us use these ideas as we prepare for Easter”. 
 

For more information contact Janet Clements, telephone 0118 932 8679. 

 

Giving thanks …  
 

Thank you, Lord for the gift of your love.  May I 
be a shining example of that love to others. Amen 
 

For health and strength and daily food, 
We praise your name, O Lord. Amen  

Prayer 
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Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be done 
We say this every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer but what is its 
meaning?  God gave us a precious gift of freewill, which He will not 
take away from us, but this was rather spoilt by Adam and Eve so that 
a certain amount of discernment is needed.  This discernment seems 
to relate to the life that Jesus led and, as we do not have a complete   
biography of him, then perhaps we should start with his command-
ments from the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7).   
 

The following is from a book by a Franciscan Friar: 
“Thomas Merton offers a beautiful prayer to pray before a moment of 
mystery. It is a prayer, no doubt, that Joseph prayed the morning after his famous dream. It is 
the prayer of Dream-keepers and Kingdom people when they are called to mature faith. When 
we are called to befriend mystery, to live with a question, to grope in the darkness, this prayer 
is a good way to pray, ‘Thy Kingdom come’: 
 

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  I do not see the road 
ahead of me.  I cannot know for certain where it will end.  Nor do I really 
know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will does not 
mean that I am actually doing so.  But I believe that the desire to please 
you does in fact please you.  And I hope I have that desire in all that I am 
doing.  I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.  And I 
know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know 
nothing about it.  Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to 

be lost and in the shadow of death, I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never 
leave me to face my perils alone.” 
References:  Albert Haase OFM, Swimming in the Sun, p 113-114; Merton, Thoughts in             
Solitude, p.83                                                                                                  Leslie Heminway 

 

Events are taking place up and down 
the country as people get involved for 
Fairtrade in 2013. This year Fairtrade 
fortnight runs from Monday 25 Febru-
ary to Sunday 10 March, and our 

churches will each be holding a stall after Services to 
promote and sell Fairtrade products. 

Visit our Fairtrade stalls:   
St Mary & St John’s Church on 17 February; & in 

St James’ Church Centre after Services on 3 March  

 
 
                                                                                 

Our churches have supported Fairtrade for many 
years, using Fairtrade products for refreshments & 
promoting them throughout the year.  St Mary & St 

John also hold occasional Traidcraft stalls.         

? 
? 

? 
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The Green Team would like to make 
you aware of the recycling you can do 
in St James’ Church Centre: batteries, 
ink cartridges, mobile phones, milk 
bottle tops, stamps and water filters.  
We are also looking for volunteers to 
join the team.   

It recognises LOAF (Local,           
Organic, Animal-friendly, 
Fairtrade) initiatives at           
social events etc, 
and promotes practices 
which make for a better   
environment. 



First and third Thursday evenings of each month, starting at 8pm (excluding Lent) 
Housegroup programme: ‘Unity, integrity and purity’ 

Having studied the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Ephesians under the excellent guidance of Steve 
Brady, Principal of Moorlands College, we are left with three challenges for 2013, which the whole 
church needs to face up to: 

1. Unity in a disintegrating world. 2. Integrity in a deceptive world. 3. Purity in a dirty world. 
If you read the daily newspapers you will regularly see mention of the disunity of the church, the 
lack of integrity among journalist and politicians, and the loss of purity in the so-called sex trade.  
If the church does not vigorously combat all this, who will? We must put on the whole armour of 
God! (Ephesians 6:11)     
The housegroup does not normally meet during Lent to allow our members the opportunity to           
attend special meetings in their own churches. In March however, we will have reached our tenth 
birthday, which I am sure the members will want to celebrate in an appropriate manner. 
After Easter we will resume our normal meetings on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month, from 8 to 
10pm. You are very welcome to attend any or all of our meetings. We are an informal, ecumenical 
and self-administered housegroup with no membership subscription. For information about the 
venue please telephone Audrey and Francis Moore on 0118 973 2592. 
 

Weekly term-time Tuesday evenings, beginning 7.45pm 
Our Bible study group meets at Rectory Farm, Fleet Hill. Everybody is welcome from whatever 
background with whatever questions or thoughts they might bring.  We exist to serve our whole 
community—helping individuals to investigate the Christian faith, to explore the Bible for them-
selves and to live out their faith. The meeting starts at 7.45pm with coffee, cake and 
chat, followed at 8pm by our study. Tuesday evenings can provide a real oasis in our 
busy lives– please do feel free to come and try us out, or get in touch for a chat if you 
are not sure. Neil Bidston 
 

Fourth Wednesday of each month—Prayertime  
A small, friendly, relaxed group of people meet in my home on the fourth Wednesday 
each month to pray for issues which concern us, both globally and personally.  Rev 
Hugh Wakeling, Sharon White and I take turns to lead the evening, and the format takes 
many forms. Anything shared within the group is confidential. We next meet on               
27 February, 27 March (tbc) & 24 April. Paula Vicary  

 
 
 

Housegroups, Bible Study & Prayertime 
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An Obituary To A Good Friend    
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with us for 
many years. No one knows for sure how old he was, since his birth records were long ago lost 
in bureaucratic red tape. He will be remembered as having cultivated such valuable lessons as: 
knowing when to come in out of the rain;  why the early bird gets the worm; 
life isn't always fair; and                            maybe it was my fault. 
 

Common Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don't spend more than you can earn) 
and reliable strategies (adults, not children, are in charge).  But his health began to deteriorate 
rapidly when he heard that well-intentioned but overbearing regulations were set in place ie,            
reports of a 6-year-old boy who kissed a classmate being charged with sexual harassment; 
teens being suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; 
a teacher being fired for reprimanding an unruly student. 
All these just only worsened his condition. 
 

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the job that they them-
selves had failed to do in disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further when schools 
were required to get parental consent to administer sun lotion or aspirin to a student; but  
couldn’t inform parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to have an abortion. 
 

Common Sense lost the will to live as churches became businesses, and criminals received 
better treatment than their victims. 
 

Common Sense took a real beating when you couldn't defend yourself from a burglar in your 
own home and the burglar could sue you for assault. Common Sense finally gave up the will to 
live, after a woman failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot and when she spilled 
a little in her lap was promptly awarded a huge settlement. 
 

Common Sense was preceded in death;  
by his parents ‘Truth and Trust’;     by his wife ‘Discretion’; 
     by his daughter ‘Responsibility’;     by his son ‘Reason’. 
He is survived by his 4 stepbrothers; 
I know My Rights;     I want it Now; 
 Someone Else is to blame;  I’m a Victim. 

Article with a difference …! 
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Not many attended his 
funeral because so few 
people realised he had 
passed away and gone 
forever!                                                                                    
(Author/Anon) 2012 

 HOMESPUN CROSSWORD  
Where two words form the 
answer, there is no space 
between. 

Answers  
on page 16 



Editorial team: Carolyn Fox, Sally Hamblin, 
Chris Ilsley 
 

Please email items for the May-July 2013 
Newsletter no later than 5 April 2013 to  
newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk 
 

Copies will be distributed in Church, and 
placed in Church and Parish Centres, on 
Sunday 28 April. 
 

For those who prefer to follow our churches’ 
news online, all our Newsletters can be found 
at http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk/news/
newsletters/ 

Ministry Team 
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Rector Rev Julie Ramsbottom 0118 973 2102 COMMUNION AT HOME  If you 

or anyone you know is unable 

to get to St James’ or St Mary 

& St John’s Church for a            

period of time and would like 

to receive Communion at 

home or in hospital, please 

contact the Church Office to 

advise. Thank you 

Associate Priest Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 

Associate Priest Rev John Edwards 01344 774586 

Associate Priest Rev Hugh Wakeling  

Curate Rev Brynn Bayman  

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott  

 

Churchwardens  
at St James 

Mrs Nicky Alder 0118 973 4904 nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk 

Mr Ian Woolston 0118 973 3098 ianwoolston@aol.com 

 

Churchwardens                   
at St Mary & St John 

Mrs Sharon White 0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com 

Mr Dave Moore 0118 973 6436 davemoore10538@gmail.com  

Can you help us? Crowthorne Baptist 

Church and St Sebastians, in conjunction with 
the Wokingham Area Schools Christian Work-
er Trust, are offering tea, coffee and cake to 
the staff at Edgbarrow School on Friday 
mornings. This has proved a very effective 
way of building relationships with other 
schools in the area and has lead to greater 
involvement in lessons and other activities.  
Following the success of a one-off session 
held in December, we would now 
like to put together a rota of people 
from across local churches to bake 
cakes and to serve coffee.   
Anyone wishing to help in this way, 
please contact Debbie Harris (St Sebastian’s 
Church) Tel: 01344 761050 or email 
youth@stsebastians.org.uk 

A well-deserved honour! 
On Saturday 26 January, at 

the 6pm Service of Evensong 

in Oxford’s Christ Church  

Cathedral, Rev John was           

installed as Honorary Canon 

in recognition of his work in 

the Deanery and also at Diocesan level.   
 

Many congratulations John, from all of us. 

 

Crossword solution 
Across: 8.Calvary 9.The Transfiguration 16.Matthias 
17.Iscariot 19.Revelation 20.Andrew 21.Daniel 
22.Chasuble 23.Amen 24.Cephas    Down: 1.Mount Sinai 
2.Ciborium 3.Lectionary 4.Jordan 5.Gethsemane 6.Ichthys 
7.Damascus 10.Sabbatical 11.Matthew 12.Nicene 
13.Bread 14.Zion 15.Hosanna 18.Genesis 


