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THE PARISH OF FINCHAMPSTEAD & CALIFORNIA
And God said unto Moses: ‘I am that I am …’ Exodus 3:14
How many words does it take to describe God? Lord knows!
Yet famously, Karl Barth took over a million words to
conclude that we can never accurately describe God. Well,
at least we know what to call him, don’t we? Certainly, we can
fall back on the great Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. But
we address God in myriad ways, even or rather
especially today.

http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk
Email:office@stjames.
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Among those who study such things, the Apophatic Tradition
or theology is concerned not so much with what God is
(Cataphatic Theology) but, more importantly, what God is
not. So, to know God or ascribe a name, is to declare what
he is not or cannot be, according to the via negativa.
Easy for the theologians to say, but what about us butchers,
bakers and candlestick makers? What do we mums, dads,
apprentices or retirees call God? Since we ought to pray to
him, how do we accurately address him? For that matter, we
address God or refer to God as Him from an historical
context, and from a desire to personify Him; so we say ‘Him’
since Jesus was a man, and addressed God as his father.
We could be here all day; but when I am struggling to
identify God in daily life, in my encounters with
my fellow creatures, I am left with but one
answer: “I am that I am.” Call God what you like;
just don’t forget to call or pray to him… and
enjoy these next few months! Rev Mark-Aaron

ONE JOINT OPEN-AIR
FAMILY COMMUNION SERVICE

to celebrate Pentecost
Sunday 19 May at 11am
Gorse Ride Junior School Field
followed by a
'bring-your-own' picnic,
fun and entertainment.

Bite back at hunger
Today 870 million people are in
desperate need of food. How might you help?

Visit www.christianaid.org.uk. Together,
we can help some of the world’s poorest
families get enough to eat. For good.
Christian Aid Week this year is 12-18 May
† Get involved
† Donate
† Pray

See page 2 for ways
to get involved

Page 2

Mission, Charity & World Concern

† Come to Quizaid on Friday 10 May at 7.45pm, in St James’ Church Centre.
Join us in an evening of fun. Teams of six. Raffle. Ploughman's supper. Bring
your own drinks. Tickets, £5 each.
† Help as a collector for Christian Aid Week’s house-to-house parish collection
(12 -18 May)
† Be a collector at the California Crossroads’ Christian Aid Week street collection
on Saturday 18 May.
To find out more or to apply for tickets, contact Sharon White, email: slwhite4@btinternet.com,
tel: 0118 973 6129, or email Pam Smith: pam.roydene@btopenworld.com, tel: 0118 978 2772.

Update Uganda —Hugh Wakeling’s visit with the Mityana Charity
It was the rainy season when we visited Uganda at the
end of 2012, but this only confirmed to me the value of
collecting the rainwater from the roofs of buildings before
it is polluted by touching the ground. As the person
responsible for water-related projects for the Mityana
Charity (and there are a number of these projects
underway now), I am pleased to be able to relate what
has been happening.
From gifts we received towards the end of 2012 we have
been able to provide Mityana Prison with a new water
tank (see above right). The bottom had come off their
existing tank. About 150 men, 10 women and one baby were in the prison when I visited in
November and they were then extremely short of water.
We have also provided a new toilet block for Kasoolo Secondary School. Last year they only
had four proper toilets for the whole school and since then the school has expanded! This is the
same school to which SMSJ sent £1,000 to buy text books, as they then had none at all!
Pictured left are some of the books purchased with our
money.
Thanks to the gift of £3,000 from our Parish to the
Mityana Charity at the end of 2012, we have given
Kasoolo School a further grant of £1,000 to spend on
books and science equipment. An email of thanks has
been received from the Rev Cranmer, Headmaster,
saying how delighted they were to receive this.
So the money has got there and has already been spent!
Copies of this Newsletter are available at church. Please take one for those unable to collect their own

Work is now in progress to use a second £1,000 from our Parish gift to provide a new water
tank at Township Secondary School, where their only existing water tank was leaking. We
will try to repair this, as well as providing the new one.
Using money given by another local parish we are also providing clean water to a number
of Health Clinics. These clinics are the only health care there is in the remote areas! At
Makonzi Clinic the base for their
Lulagala Clinic
tank, which will arrive shortly, is
complete.
We have just given the go-ahead
to re-roof the large and important
Lulagala Clinic building. Previously
they had been collecting water
from an asbestos roof for drinking!
Of course water is not the only
problem in Uganda. We need more people to sponsor children; to pay their fees so that
they can attend school, or go to university to get a degree. As a Charity we see education
as an escape from poverty, but most children do not get even to secondary school so tend
to remain in poverty. But one problem for these sponsored children is that they do not have
the money to pay for medicines should they become ill (eg, typhoid and malaria) and they
can miss valuable schooling. £500 from our Parish gift has now gone into a fund to pay for
medical treatment for the 200 children currently sponsored by the Mityana Charity.
We also have a legal team helping to undo the rough justice which lands the wrong people
in prison, and helps children and mothers with babies to get out of prison. The legal team
is doing a great job, but it may be disbanded unless further funding can be found for it;
therefore the balance of the Parish gift is going to support the Mityana Charity legal team.
For further information visit the website www.mityanacharity.org, or contact Hugh Wakeling.
Friends of St James, Finchampstead

ADVANCE NOTICE
The Inaugural Friends’ Lecture on
Sunday 1 September 2013
at 7.30pm in St James’ Church Centre
‘WHO WOULD TRUE VALOUR SEE:
THREE THOUSAND YEARS
OF PILGRIMAGE’
Rev Canon John Edwards
The Lecture will be open to all and preceded
by the annual Friends’ Service of Evensong
at 6pm, and light refreshments.

Where there’s a Will,
there is a Way to spread the
Gospel and Christian Life ...

Living

Christians are called to give
generously during their lifetime
as a response to God's love, and legacies
are a means of expressing that generosity
at a time which may not have been
possible earlier in life.

Have you considered
leaving a Living Legacy to
St James’ Church ?
To find out more, please take a trifold
from the Church Centre.
Or you may prefer to email:
friends@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
or telephone Ed Sampson on 0118 973 2069
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Youth Groups & Churchyard Trust

CONTRAST
Youth Group

No Youth Group during
half-term, 26 May and 2 June

Contrast is open to all those of secondary school age who enjoy
having fun, making new friends and talking about the big issues. We
meet every Sunday in term time between 7pm and 8.30 pm.

What’s on:
Youth-led Service on Education - Sunday 7July
 Year Sixes invited to Contrast on Sunday 14 July
for our Barbecue (the final session of the term)
 Pilgrimage to Iona from 9-16 August
Contrast resumes on 8 September


Open every term-time Thursday, 3.30pm until 6pm
at Billing Avenue Parish Centre. For Years 6 to 13.

Catch up with Contrast on Facebook or
contact Cathy at
catherine.clayton@btinternet.com
or on 07936 885948

Finchampstead
Youth Club

Drop in for a moment, or stay a while ~ Reasonably
priced Café ~ Kinect, Pool, Bar Football ~ Chat ~
Make New Friends ~ Help with Homework ~ CRBContact Cathy at
checked youth leaders supervise.
catherine.clayton@btinternet.com
Not open during half term, 30 May.
or on 07936 885948

Time for tea …
The next Churchyard Trust
Fund-raising Tea is on
8 June, 3-5pm, in St James’ Church Centre
Everyone most welcome

C
Y
T

… and walks for the energetic

More Bulletin Blunders !
∆ The cost for attending the Prayer and Fasting
conference includes meals.
∆ Due to the Rector's illness, Wednesday's healing
services will be discontinued until further notice.
∆ There will be a church picnic on Saturday
afternoon. If it rains in the afternoon, the picnic
will be held in the morning.

Two preceding walks*, of approximately
1½ miles & 7½ miles have been mapped out,
and will conclude at the Centre in good time to ∆ The third verse of Blessed Assurance will be
partake of the delicious Tea to be provided by
sung without musical accomplishment.
the Trust’s committee members.
Email: r.owen111@btinternet.com
THE MEDIA: To publicise any event in newspapers
for more details
*estimated times: one-and-a half and three hours’
duration; both likely to finish about 3.30pm at the Centre

or on local radio, please email our Press Officer
with details: sally.hamblin@o2.co.uk

Babies & Toddlers
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St James’ Fledgelings Reverend Julie and the Fledgelings’ team held a delightful service
Toddler & Baby Group
in the Church (see below) amongst a flock of shy yellow chicks
which had to be hunted down afterwards. More yellow chicks were
then sculpted out of playdough (yes, playdough! Sorry cleaners!)
and adorned with very glamorous tail feathers, before chocolate
eggs, bunny biscuits and chocolate cakes
were consumed in the warm church centre. It
was a such a lovely atmosphere!
Our next event is likely to be a small, informal
and slightly eccentric sports day, held on
25 June. Certain members of the team have
a hankering for some welly-tossing… more
information to follow, so please sign-up to the
Fledgelings’ email list.
Fledgelings runs every Tuesday during term
time from 1.45 until 4pm, for fun, songs, cakes, art, biscuits, stories & friends. We do sometimes
hold events throughout the term so please email Sam Khan for further details or to join our mailing list on sk@jamesbarry.net. Please come, you will be very welcome.
Left:
Children at the
Easter Day
Service watching
as Rev John
consecrates the
wine and wafers at
The Eucharist.
Thanks to Rev
Brynn for providing
the photograph
Breastfeeding Centre, St James’ Church Centre
Tuesdays 12.30 – 2pm
Come along for support and information or just tea
and a chat. Bumps, babies, siblings and mums welcome!
If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for partners/parents/friends too!
Supporterline 0300 100 0210 available 9.30am – 9.30pm 365 days a year
Website www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk

Family choices
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EXCITING CHANGES at St James’ Church on Sunday mornings
There will still be a 9.30am Family Service and an 11am Communion Service every Sunday but
with some different formats and with extra groups to cater for all ages of children.

BREAK OUT (age 7-11)
9.30 am, Church Centre - 1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays in term time
This group caters for key-stage two children of those families who
prefer to attend the 9.30 Family Service with their younger
children. On the first Sunday in the month, the focus will be on an
activity such as sport, craft or a ramble through the churchyard; on
the second Sunday there will be café church – croissants etc whilst
watching an appropriate DVD such as Veggietales’/’What’s in the
Bible?’ followed by a discussion on the issues raised; the fourth
Sunday will be devoted to ‘Thinking Stuff Out’ and will use ‘Sideby-Side with God’ written by Yvonne Morris, Children’s Adviser to the Oxford Diocese.

JUNIOR LEADERS (age 11+)
9.30 am, Church Centre—1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays in term-time
This group caters for Young People in the early years of secondary
school who need to build up a portfolio of voluntary work for their
‘Record of Achievement’ folders. They will be given training on key
leadership skills and have their own dedicated session on two of the
Sundays each month; and help with BREAK OUT on the other Sunday.

KIDZ CAFÉ (age 3 - 8)
10.45 am, Church Centre 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays in
term time
Kidz Café is for children aged 3-8 years with stories, DVDs,
games, activities, crafts and refreshments. It’s great fun! The
children will join with Junior Contrast for a brief act of worship
led by a member of the Ministry Team; they will be taken into Church towards the end of the 11
o’clock service.
JUNIOR CONTRAST (age 8+) 10.45 am, Church Centre 2nd, 3rd &
4th term-time Sundays. Intended to be a fun youth group for children
over the age of 8, and to lead on to membership of CONTRAST (the
group for those at secondary school which meets on Sunday evenings
at 7pm). The young people will join the main service at the offertory.
Copies of this Newsletter are available at church. Please take one for
those unable to collect their own

Family choices
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A choice for families at St Mary & St John’s
WELCOMING - VARIED - FUN
THE SUNDAY BUNCH—9.30am (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays)
 For children from birth up to young people, with toys and books always available for the
very young
 Activities in groups or as a whole follow the theme for the day, and include craft, games,
discussion and sometimes food
 We return to the Service, to join our families, just before Communion
ALIVE@11—11am (1st Sunday of the month)
 An informal all-age service with active participation by all age groups
 Join us for tea & coffee from 10.30am when there are also craft activities for children
 Lots of fun for all
FAMILY COMMUNION—9.30am (3rd Sunday of the month)
 A Communion service with a difference
 Children are involved in all aspects of the worship
 Activities for them, as well as toys for the little ones.

And now … something different for the Dads
Why not come along?
Dads’
Every Wednesday at Yateley School Sports Hall from 8 - 9pm
Football Dads of all ages and capabilities join together for a game of
indoor 5-a-side football. Very informal and FUN !







Make friends
Support one another during the frenetic times of being a Dad
Hone your football skills
Dads’ quarterly social get-togethers, eg, at a local curry house
Summer picnic/barbecue for the whole family.

Great news! Contributions
from Dads’ Football has
made possible the purchase
of a new LCD TV, DVD player & mobile trolley stand for
St James’ Church Centre.

Men Behaving DADLY is:




Every last Sunday of the month, 8 till approx 9.30pm in
the Social Bar, Finchampstead Memorial Hall, the Village
Connecting Dads (and men in general) in the local community around
the big topics in life for men living in today's world eg, fatherhood,
marriage, work/careers, etc.
The theme this term up to June will be 'Marriage'.

All Dads, or men in general, welcome
Contact by email: Kevin (kevinli4877@hotmail.com) or Neil (neilandemmie@hotmail.com)

Pastoral
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It is always difficult to report on Pastoral issues as so much of the work is confidential. Our Team
works with many people: in their own homes, in hospitals, in retirement homes and care homes.
The Ministry Team take Holy Communion on a regular basis to the care homes, but
also to those sick at home. This is a difficult area which some people find hard to
accept, but there is no reason why a person who is unable to get to our Church
Service of Holy Communion should not be able to have the blessing brought to them
in their own home.
We would encourage members of the Parish to contact the Church Office if they are
aware of any person in need - be they at home, in hospital or a care home.
The Mothers’ Union (MU) is a great source of care in our community. Many of our
members offer support to the needy, working silently in the background. However,
we need more YOUNG parents to join us in the mission to encourage marriage and
family life. For some time now, both men and women have been welcomed as
members of MU thus enhancing the meaning of Family Life.
And, as always, we need more people on our Pastoral team, men in particular. It is not
demanding and is extremely rewarding. The main attributes required are to be able to listen
and to be confidential.
If you would like to be part of the work of the Pastoral Team please contact me through our
Church Office.
Yours in Christ, Paul Arscott

Finchampstead & California Branch of Mothers’ Union
Local meetings for women & men are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month
at 2pm in St James’ Church Centre, usually with a speaker and afternoon tea.

Thurs 9 May

2pm

Branch Meeting ~ Speaker: Yvonne Stanley ~
PAT (Pets As Therapy) Dogs
Wed 15 May
10am Corporate Communion
Monday 20 May 11am Committee Meeting
June tba
Wave of Prayer (details to follow)
Thurs 13 June 2pm Branch Meeting ~ Speaker: Betty Collins ~ Work
of Damalie Sabati, MU worker in the Congo
Share a cuppa with us
Wed 19 June
10am Corporate Communion
at our Branch Meeting
Thurs 11 July
2pm Service in Church followed by Cream Tea
All our meetings and
Wed 17 July
10am Corporate Communion.
services are held in the
THE NEXT MU EVENING MEETING is planned for June.
Details on noticeboards, pew sheets and website nearer the date.

Church Centre unless otherwise stated. Everyone is
most welcome to attend.
Sarah Owen, Branch Leader

Churchyard & Gardening Club
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Maintaining the Churchyard has continued in spite of the cold temperatures when we would
have preferred to be standing around a brazier keeping warm! However, getting on with some
tree pruning and blowing/raking the last of the leaves (we hope!) has kept us warm.
The paths have suffered from both the cold weather as well as the rain and need some
attention over the next few months, and perhaps we can do something to avoid the puddles
of water collecting in various areas. The general and green waste is being successfully
separated by Churchyard visitors and the weekly/fortnightly collections work well.
We look forward to a warmer second quarter where the plan is to remove ivy and moss from
some of the memorial stones to slow their deterioration and straighten those starting to
‘incline’. Much work needs to be done to clear some of the dead wood/branches from the
trees that overhang the public footpaths, as common sense and Health & Safety dictate that
we don’t want anything to fall on our visitors or to trip them up!
Churchyard Extension: We continue our consultation with the Wokingham Borough Council
concerning our Churchyard Extension application for ‘change-of-use’
Our local Nest Builder
of the adjacent scrub land and are hopeful for a positive outcome in a
few weeks’ time.
Location location location: Rural Finchampstead, self-catering
accommodation with views and no rent! Dave has so far put up four
home-built unique residences to encourage the population!
Still much to do with the pleasure of the warmer weather to come.
Anyone interested in helping would be most welcome. Do just arrive,
give me a call on 0118 973 2069 or email ed@sampsononline.co.uk
Ed Sampson

In Memoriam
It was with sadness that we learnt of the
death of René Monk earlier this year. René
and husband Don had moved from their
Finchampstead home during the past year or
so to live closer to other family members.
They were both familiar figures at St James’
Midweek Service of Holy Communion.
René had been a long-term, active member of the then
Finchampstead Mothers’ Union, and had been Branch
Leader for several years. We remember them both with
fondness and send our sincere condolences to Don.

Retirement
Pictured left is Don
Monk on the
occasion of his
retirement from the
Churchyard Committee.
The Committee presented him
with a large hamper with gifts
from each Committee member to
thank him for all the work he had
done over many years, latterly as
Treasurer.

If you have not found what you are looking for, or need more information about times, venues, etc,
please contact the Church Office, by e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk or tel: 0118 973 0133
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Music

Andrew Bosley is retiring as Director of Music at St James in September.

He will be sadly
missed! We are planning to mark his retirement in a number of ways, culminating in a lunch on
8 September, following a special Parish Communion Service. So please put this date in your
diary now, and look for more details in the next newsletter, at parish.finchampstead.co.uk, or on
pew sheets.
.
Pictured left:
Andrew
takes a teabreak with
some choir
members

St James’ Finchampstead
Bellringers
The wedding season has
started again but, unfortunately at the time of writing, has
not brought dry, sunny weather
yet. The new year has, however, brought two new regular
ringers, Hannah Lyfield, who
lives locally and is learning to
ring, and Dermot Daly who is staying in
the area during the week.
We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm
– 9pm and would love to welcome
more ringers – both novice and experienced. Do come along and join us.
Please call me in advance if you would
like someone to meet you outside.
On Sundays we ring from 10.30am for
the 11am service.
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact,
telephone 0118 973 3747

Interested in joining a choir?
St Mary & St John’s choir practises at the Parish
Centre, Billing Avenue, on Tuesdays at 8pm.
Practice for St James’ choir is on Thursday evenings - juniors from 7.15pm and seniors from 8pm in the Church or Church Centre.
For more information, please email:
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk, or
telephone 0118 973 0133.

Finchampstead Handbell Ringers meet

at St James’ Church Centre on Monday evenings from 5.45 till 7pm. We have eight
members with varying skill levels and always have
room for more. Cost is £2 a session, and a pair of
cotton gloves will be needed.
The Bell Buddies Youth Team now meet
on Mondays between 7 and 8pm at St
James’ Church Centre, and enjoy a varied
range of handbells’ music and camaraderie. There is
no charge for Bell Buddies so if you are aged
9 -15 years and feel you may enjoy the opportunity
to learn this ancient art please do contact us.
Call Meg Hostler on 0118 973 1569 for more
information about either handbell team

Flowers, Green/Eco, Fairtrade, BRF
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On Easter Saturday arrangers busied themselves putting flowers back into St James'
Church following their absence during Lent.
The team welcomed four new volunteers
who embraced the challenge of creating
their first arrangements for the
porch. Assistance also came from the
congregation’s younger members who
created paper flower crosses which provided
a colourful greeting to those entering the
church on Easter morning.
The team are always keen to encourage
new members, whether to help regularly or on an occasional basis.
If you are interested, please call the Church Office or email Denise
Adams, deeseadams@hotmail.com.

The Green Team would like to make Bible Reading Notes
you aware of the recycling you can do
in St James’ Church Centre: batteries,
ink cartridges, mobile phones, milkbottle tops, stamps and water filters.
We are also looking for volunteers to
join the team. It recognises LOAF
(Local, Organic, Animalfriendly, Fairtrade) initiatives at social events
etc, and promotes
practices which make for
a better environment.

Our churches have
supported Fairtrade for
many years, using
Fairtrade products for
refreshments and
promoting them throughout the year.
St Mary & St John also hold occasional
Traidcraft stalls.

(issued every 4 months)
are available on subscription at
our churches.
New Daylight offers a short
daily Bible passage (text
included), thought-provoking
comment, and a prayer or
reflection, giving a fresh
devotional approach to reading
the Bible.
There is a supply of back-copies in the Hall at St
James’ Church Centre for those who wish to browse
or consider subscribing ...
For more information contact: Sally Hamblin (St
James); Alan Coleman-Smith (St Mary & St John).

Aug-Nov 2013 Newsletters will be distributed at
our churches and centres on Sunday 28 July.
Last date for copy is 5 July. For those who prefer
to follow our churches’ news online, all our Newsletters can be found at
http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk/news/newsletters/
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St James’ Social & Fundraising

In spite of the snowy weather, the ‘bring-and-buy sale’ on 20 January was well attended with
several good bargains being snapped up and, with a profit of £133 for the flower fund, it might
be said to have been a ‘blooming good success’!
The Old Time Music Hall (2 February) was a brilliant evening and much enjoyed by all who
either trod the boards or sat in the audience. It just goes to show what talent we have lurking in
our congregation, choir, and not to mention our clergy! A profit of just over £400 was raised for
church funds and a further £150 for our church flower fund.

Forthcoming events
7 July – Church Family Barbecue – 12 Noon. More information nearer the date
13 July – St James’ Church Fête – 12 Noon. Finchampstead Memorial Field
We hope by now you will all have this date in your diaries. The bi-annual church
fête is our major fundraiser for this year, and an event where all of us can get
involved. Included in this issue of the newsletter is a volunteer sign-up sheet
asking for your support to help make our fête both successful and enjoyable, so
please complete and return the form to let us know where you are able help.
We are also hoping to secure some sponsorship. If you run your own business or have contact
with a company or business who you think may be able to help, we would be delighted to hear
from you. Please call Sue: 0118 973 2069, or the Church Office: 0118 973 0133. Many thanks.
Grand Draw tickets will be available soon. Please watch pew sheets, noticeboards and our
website at parish.finchampstead.co.uk for more information and news.
21 July – St James’ Patronal Festival Sunday. As usual the tower will be open and
cream teas will be served.
Evening choir concert and/or organ recital to be confirmed, more details to follow
Sue (Social and Fundraising Team)
PENTECOST WORDSEARCH
Chris, Chris, Gill, Mary,
Mo, Nicky, Olive, Sarah, Sue
Clues for Wordsearch:
Breath of God, Cappadocians, Cretans,
Dove, Festival, Flames, Holy Spirit, Wind,
Joel’s prophecy, Pentecost, Romans,
Phrygians, Tongues, Trinity, Whitsun

I downloaded
them from
the cloud!

More opportunities to get together
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Men’s Group The aim of the Group is to enable men from within and outside our church
congregations to meet together both spiritually and socially. In addition, we seek to play our
part in the broader life of the Church and the community in Finchampstead.
Evening gatherings are generally of a social nature, and cover a variety of activities.
We also attend Saturday Breakfast Meetings organised by the Reading Men’s Group, where
they have guest speakers. These are normally held three times a year at the Blue Coat School
in Sonning.
Saturday Breakfast:
11 May
Blue Coat School

Date tba

Speaker: The Bishop
of Reading on Ethiopia
and Berkshire

Trip to Brewery

More details later

Thursday Walk, leaving Parish A walk in the locality for about an
20 June Centre 7.30pm
hour, ending with a drink in a Pub
Thursday Barbecue
25 July
Sept

Leave Finchampstead
7.45am.
Arrive 8.15 for 8.30am.

To be arranged by
Harry Row

7.30pm start, and partners are
To be arranged by
invited to join us, for a very pleasant Martin Hughes
evening

Theatre Trip

More details later

Newcomers will be made very welcome. For more information about the Men’s Group or its
events, telephone Harry on 0118 973 0556 or email: harryrow@btinternet.com

Tea & Chat afternoons are held in St
Mary & St John’s Parish Centre, Billing
Avenue, from 2-3.30pm on the 2nd and
4th Tuesdays of the month as a social occasion for anyone living
locally to pop in, sit down and relax over a cup of tea, some cake
and friendly chat. Everyone, all ages, welcome. No charge and
you won’t even have to wash-up!
Every other month, the Finchampstead Older People’s Forum
(FINE) meets at Tea & Chat.

Ladies
Breakfasts

We meet halftermly on a Saturday morning, 8.45–10.15am,
for fellowship, prayer,
contemplation, chat and
continental breakfast.
A very sociable bunch, we
welcome newcomers of all
ages.

If you have not found what you are looking for, or need more information about times, venues, etc,
please contact the Church Office, by e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
or telephone 0118 973 0133
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‘Working Wood’: reflection by Brynn Bayman
Lent is a time for contemplation and spiritual exploration. The traditional
'Stations of the Cross' are a simple but well-structured way of exploring
the Passion story. This year, St James and St Mary & St John's adopted a
slightly different approach. Called ‘Working Wood’, it was more hands-on.
In fact, it was very "touchy feely" and a chance for a *kinaesthetic spiritual
experience.

The nature of ‘Working Wood’ is that a person explores a different spiritual dimension by
engaging in an interactive task that ponders some aspect of the Passion story through the
theme of Wood. These include 'The Power of the Seed God has planted in
your life'; The 'Blob Tree' and where you
find yourself in life; ‘Drift Wood’ and the
crosses we make; 'The Tree of Life' and
those we hold dear; and Richard Rohr's
invitation that we stand under the Cross.
We were even offered the chance to record
those things we do that displease our Lord
and then nail them to a wooden cross.
On the evening, I found myself rushing through the first few tasks in my normal 'busy lifestyle instant iPhone' manner, but soon discovered that it was not doing me any good and I was
simply going through the motions. I then found a station I liked and settled into my chair for
prayer while making my own cross with drift wood. Once in the zone, the evening proved to be
deeply spiritual and energising. I loved the chance to slow right down, engage the Passion
story in new ways and ponder my spiritual past. One task was to document all the people who
have played a part in my spiritual journey over the years.
Just writing their names on a tree with its many
branches proved to be a lovely opportunity to thank
God for all those who play their small part in my
spiritual journey. A journey that, for a Christian, reaches it high point over Easter, but a journey that, like the
rings of a tree, is ever expanding. A journey with
times of drought and times of plenty, but all the while
rooted in God's love, allowing us to branch out into our
world.
Brynn Bayman
* tactile; doing rather than thinking

If you have not found what you are looking for, or need more information about times,
venues, etc, please contact the Church Office.
E-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk, telephone 0118 973 0133

Housegroups, Bible Study & Prayertime
Housegroups -
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‘The Old and the New’

In April our Thursday Evening Housegroup celebrated its 10th anniversary. We
started when a few people who attended an Alpha Course at St James’ Church felt
that they had gained so much from discussing matters of faith, the Bible and how this influenced
our daily lives that they wished to continue meeting together. Through our participation in
‘Churches Together in Crowthorne’, we have attracted some new members from other
denominations, which has made us into an ecumenical group.
In response to a request from a few people, a new ecumenical group has started on Friday
mornings from 10am until noon. This will follow the same programme as the evening group, and
has already attracted eight members from the Church of England, Methodist and Baptist
denominations.
Both groups extend a warm welcome to any new members who would like to attend.
The meetings are held in our home at 216B Nine Mile Ride. If you are interested please
telephone Audrey and Francis Moore on 0118 973 2592, or email fj.moore@btinternet.com.
The Morning Housegroup meets on 2nd & 4th Fridays from 10am until noon
10 May Fruit That Lasts
John 15: 1-27
24 May Advantage Believer
John 16: 1-33
14 June The Real Lord's Prayer John 17: 1-26
The Evening Housegroup meets on 1st & 3rd Thursday from 8 till 10pm
2 May Another Counsellor
John 14: 15-31
16 May Fruit that Lasts
John 15: 1-27
* an agreed change from 6 to 13 June
13* June Advantage Believer
John 16: 1-33
20 June The Real Lord’s Prayer John 17: 1-26
Francis Moore

Bible Study Group -

Weekly term-time Tuesday evenings, beginning 7.45pm

Our Bible study group meets at Rectory Farm, Fleet Hill. Everybody is welcome from whatever
background with whatever questions or thoughts they might bring. We exist to serve our whole
community—helping individuals to investigate the Christian faith, to explore the Bible for themselves and to live out their faith. The meeting starts at 7.45pm with coffee, cake and chat,
followed at 8pm by our Study. Tuesday evenings can provide a real oasis in our busy lives–
please do feel free to come and try us out, or get in touch for a chat if you are not sure.
Neil Bidston
Email: neilandemmie@hotmail.com

Prayertime

-

Fourth Wednesday of each month

A small, friendly, relaxed group of people meet in my home on the fourth Wednesday each
month to pray for issues which concern us, both globally and personally. Rev Hugh Wakeling,
Sharon White and I take turns to lead the evening, and the format takes many forms. Anything
shared within the group is confidential. Paula Vicary
Email: paulavicary@googlemail.com
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Ministry Team

Rector

Rev Julie Ramsbottom

Associate Priest

Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale

Associate Priest

Rev John Edwards

Curate

Rev Brynn Bayman

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott

0118 973 2102

COMMUNION AT HOME If you
or anyone you know is unable
to get to St James’ or St Mary
0118 973 0030 & St John’s Church for a
period of time and would like
01344 774586
to receive Communion at
home or in hospital, please
contact the Church Office to
advise. Thank you

Churchwardens at
St James

Mrs Nicky Alder

0118 973 4904

nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk

(at time of going to press) Mr Ian Woolston

0118 973 3098

ianwoolston@aol.com

Churchwardens at
St Mary & St John

Mrs Sharon White

0118 973 6129

slwhite4@btinternet.com

Mr Dave Moore

0118 973 6436

davemoore10538@gmail.com

(at time of going to press)

This photograph just
missed the deadline for
our last issue of the
Newsletter. But, with
such a happy group on a
momentous occasion—
Bishop John of Oxford
with the five newly
appointed Honorary
Canons including our
own Rev Canon John
Edwards —we couldn’t
possibly miss including it
this time around.

Editorial: Carolyn Fox and Sally Hamblin
Please email items for the Aug-Nov 2013
Newsletter no later than 5 July 2013 to
newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk
Copies will be distributed in Church, and placed
in Church/Parish Centres, on Sunday 28 July.
For those who prefer to follow our churches’
news online, all our Newsletters can be found at
http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk/news/
newsletters/

Thank you …

Chris Ilsley has decided to take a break
from our Parish Communications work.
Our gratitude, and that of our readers, goes
to Chris for her valuable input to the
combined Parish Newsletter as a member
of the Editorial Team; also for her work
over many years in the production of St
Mary & St John’s monthly magazine.
Carolyn, Sally et al

