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LETTER FROM THE RECTOR
A good book is the best of
Always at around this time of year
I face the dilemma of what books to friends, the same to-day and
take with me on holiday. As far as I’m forever. (Martin Tupper)
*** *** *** ***
concerned the good news is that, as
we travel in our own car, weight is not Lord Illingworth: The Book of
Life begins with a man and a
a problem so I feel empowered to
woman in a garden.
take as many volumes as I think that I Mrs Allonby: It ends with
http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk
can manage to sneak past the holiday Revelations. (Oscar Wilde)
E-mail:office@stjames.
‘book police’ in my family. My family’s
finchampstead.co.uk
objections to my books are not, if I’m honest, unreasonable for the
Telephone: 0118 973 0133
charge is that when I get involved in a ‘good’ book I’m totally uncommunicative, and meal-times
and many hours can happily pass me by without even noticing! One year they even bought me a
Kindle to try to break me of the habit, but I was so miserable and grumpy without the real thing
that they’ve recently given in and now allow me to take an ‘acceptable’ number of books with me
once more. Hooray!
But what to take? Perhaps short stories might be the answer, as I could easily zip through one
of those without intruding too much on time with my family. One book of course that’s full of short
stories is the Bible, but how easy it is to overlook this fact. Sometimes I think that the sheer bulk
of the Bible tends to put people off, because it has always been thought of as one volume rather
than a complete library of books, spanning many centuries. What’s more is that as far as the
Bible is concerned it’s not always easy to know the best place to begin. It’s certainly not
necessary to start with Genesis and to read right through to Revelation, even though some folk
made this their Millennium project and found it inspiring.
What is perhaps more helpful is to focus for example on a particular theme, such as the life of
Jesus, and read one of the four accounts from Matthew, Mark, Luke or John (the Gospels). Or
you might be interested in the way in which the first Christians went about spreading the ‘good
news’ about Jesus in the Acts of the Apostles or one of St Paul’s letters. If you’d find a guide
helpful then the Bible Reading Fellowship* provide superb notes, or there are several one volume
commentaries that are helpful. Study groups* are another way to explore the Bible together
with friends, and on our parish website you’ll be able to find out what’s planned for the coming
Autumn.
Now I’m not naïve enough to think that all those of you who take the trouble to read this letter will
immediately rush off to take the Bible with you on holiday as ideal vacation reading! I would ask
however that sometime over the Summer vacation you take a Bible down from
the shelf and read through one of the four Gospels mentioned above. It’s truly
surprising how much more of an impact the Bible has if one of these four books
is read in its entirety rather than as portions on Sunday mornings. It would be
like returning to Wintershall! Happy holiday reading!
Rev Julie
PS The last book in the Bible is in fact Revelation, and not Revelations à la
(* see page 6)
Index on Page 2 Oscar Wilde.
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Mission, Charity & World Concern

Many thanks to all those who helped to support Christian Aid Week 2013. The
final total raised in our Parish was £2803.86
House-to-house
£1,648.68
and Christian Aid will be able to gain an addicollection
tional £223.70 through Gift Aid.
Church collections …£675.31
There are many other fundraising initiatives from Christian Aid
Quizaid
…£197.00
around the UK including The Big Sing, a sponsored Bike Ride
from Cathedral to Coast and a Super Soup Lunch.
Street collection
…£156.87
Opportunities for getting involved in these and joining the
Cake Sale
…£126.00
Enough Food for Everyone IF campaign can be found at
TOTAL
£2,803.86
www.christian-aid.org.uk.
Pam Smith
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Environmental Mission Last year the

Parish decided to support the Church Mission Society
(CMS), and members of both congregations voted to help Kim and Kailean Khongsai, who
come from India but now work in Southall, West
London.
Kailean and Kim work for the Christian Environmental charity, A Rocha, where Kim manages the
A Rocha Centre and Kailean works with local faith leaders (who
are also concerned for the environment and serve the local
community).
Kim and Kailean wish to thank us very much for our prayers
Editors: Carolyn Fox, Sally Hamblin and financial support. They have a 16-month old daughter
called Limmy who brings much laughter and joy to her parents.
Please e-mail items for
They feel very blessed to be part of A Rocha UK Community –
Dec‘13-Jan‘14 Newsletter
eating, working and praying together as a team. Earlier in the
no later than 4 November to
year, two European volunteers completed their time at
newsletter@finchampstead.
A Rocha, so they have now recruited a student volunteer to join
co.uk.
Copies will be distributed in
the Community. Recently they have had visitors coming to see
Church, and placed in Church/
their work from as far away as the USA and Sweden.
Parish Centres, on Sunday 24
Since 2010 they have been running a very successful commuNovember. For those who prefer
nity food-growing project, which they now hope to expand on a
to follow our Churches’ news
new site known as ‘Wolf Fields’. The plan is to plant fruit trees
online, our Newsletters can be
and to keep bees, to have a demonstration garden for school
found at parish.finchampstead.
children to visit, and a sensory garden for disabled members of
co.uk/news/newsletters/
the community. Please pray that the negotiations with the local
council will be successful and that this project will be able to go ahead.
Kailean and Kim have a number of special events planned for the Summer months including a
‘Community Garden Fun Day’ and a ‘Big Picnic in the Park’. We hope that when Autumn comes
they will be able to find time to come and visit us here in Finchampstead. To receive an
electronic copy of the Khongsai’s latest Link Letter, e-mail the CMS Links Team at
links@cms-uk.org. Hugh Wakeling

Music, Eco-Green
St James’ Finchampstead
Bellringers We have had a
quiet few months with, most
unusually, no weddings to ring
for in June and July, although
August will be busy. We are very
grateful to Ed Sampson for
arranging the renovation of the
steps in the Bell Tower and these
will also have been enjoyed by
all the visitors climbing the tower at July’s
Patronal Festival.
We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm –
9pm and would love to welcome more
ringers – both novice and experienced.
Do come along and join us. Please call
me in advance if you would like someone
to meet you outside. On Sundays we ring
from 10.30am for the 11am service.
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact,
telephone 0118 973 3747

Finchampstead Handbell
Ringers meet at St James’
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Interested in joining a choir?

St Mary & St John’s choir practises at the Parish
Centre, Billing Avenue, on Tuesdays at 8pm.
Practice for St James’ choir is on Thursday
evenings - juniors from 7.15pm and seniors from
8pm - in the Church or Church Centre.
For more information, please e-mail:
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk,
or telephone 0118 973 0133.
There will be a

Special Bring & Share Lunch

on Sunday 8 September
following the 11am service of Holy
Communion, to mark Andrew
Bosley’s retirement as Director of
Music at St James.
If you would like to join in the lunch in the Church
Centre please add your name and the food you plan
to bring on the day to the sign-up sheet on the
noticeboard by the Centre’s coffee bar.

The aim of recycling is to do our bit to help
the environment we all live in. It plays a role in
redeeming God's creation and as St
Church Centre on Monday evenings
Augustine (354 – 430 AD) said: ‘Without us,
from 5.45 till 7pm. We have eight
God will not: without God, we cannot’.
members with varying skill levels
The GREEN TEAM wish to make people
and always have room for more.
Cost is £2 a session, and a pair of
aware that there are recycling boxes in St
cotton gloves will be needed.
James’ Church Centre (behind the door on the left as
The Bell Buddies Youth you go in) and at St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre.
Please do tell your friends, and any others you visit
Team now meet on Mondays between 7 and 8pm at about these facilities.
St James’ Church Centre, and enjoy We are collecting the items below, which are disposed
a varied range of handbells’ music
of responsibly or sold in aid of a local charity.
* Robert
and camaraderie. There is no charge  Broken jewellery goes to Traidcraft.
Dyas will
for Bell Buddies so if you are aged 9  Stamps & milk bottle tops go to WADE at also take
and
-15 years and feel you may enjoy the
SMSJ, and to Nine Mile Ride School at SJ. these
dispose
opportunity to learn this ancient art
of them
 Batteries*, water filters*, tetrapacks, &
responsibly
please do contact us. Phone Meg
silver foil go to Tesco.
Hostler, 0118 973 1569, for more in-  And from our kitchens, tea leaves/bags, coffee
formation about either handbell team
grounds & fruit skins go to compost. Richard Owen

Opportunities for getting together
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Finchampstead & California Branch of Mothers’ Union
Local meetings for women & men are held on the 2nd Thursday of each
month at 2pm in St James’ Church Centre, usually with a speaker and
afternoon tea

Thurs 8 Aug

12 for
Mary Sumner bring & share lunch. Raffle. Proceeds to our 'Wheels
12.30pm Appeal'

Wed 14 Aug

10am

Corporate Communion

Mon 9 Sept

11am

Committee Meeting

Thurs 12 Sept 2pm
Tues 17 Sept 7.30 for
8pm
Wed 18 Sept 10am
Thurs 10 Oct 2pm
Wed 16 Oct

10am

Thurs 17 Oct 11am
Thurs 14 Nov 2pm
Wed 20 Nov

10am

Branch Meeting. With talk on ‘The UK Navigators’ by Neil Bidston,
followed by afternoon tea
Proposed Evening Meeting—to be confirmed
All our meetings and
services are held in St
Corporate Communion
James’ Church Centre
Branch Meeting. Speaker from the
unless otherwise stated.
Samaritans, followed by afternoon tea
Everyone is most
Corporate Communion
welcome to attend.
Sarah Owen,
Committee Planning Meeting
Branch Leader
Branch Meeting. Presentation by Tony
King: ‘Things aren’t what they used to be’, followed by afternoon tea
Corporate Communion

Flower Teams

St James: Whilst many have been busy in their own gardens, members of
our Flower Team have worked on their own plot at St James'
with the intention of growing a sustainable foliage source. Looking to late Summer the Church will be bustling with florists arranging flowers
for weddings, and watch out for the change in colours as we dip into Autumn.
Harvest finds us collecting and incorporating the fruits of the land in our designs before the arrival of the Remembrance poppies and removal of flowers
from Church in late November for Advent. We are always looking for new volunteers: whether to offer to water the arrangements in the week or to 'have a go', or maybe just to watch
the flowers being arranged to see what is involved. If you are interested please contact
Denise Adams through the Church Office or e-mail deeseadams@hotmail.com.

St Mary & St John’s: We would love to have more members join our Flower Team,
so if you feel you might like to help with our arrangements in the Church, we would be delighted
to welcome you. Please contact Ashlyn Webster or Marjorie Stalker via the Church Office.

More opportunities for getting together
Tea & Chat afternoons are held
in St Mary & St John’s Parish
Centre, Billing Avenue, from
2-3.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month as
a social occasion for anyone living locally to pop in, sit
down and relax over a cup of tea, some cake and friendly chat. Everyone, all ages, welcome. No charge and
you won’t even have to wash-up!
Every other month, the Finchampstead Older People’s
Forum (FINE) meets at Tea & Chat.
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Ladies
Breakfasts

We meet half-termly on
a Saturday morning,
8.45–10.15am, for fellowship,
prayer, contemplation, chat and
continental breakfast. A very
sociable bunch, we welcome
newcomers of all ages. Dates/
venues from the Church Office.

Men’s Group The aim of the Group is to enable men from within and outside our Church

congregations to meet together both spiritually and socially. In addition, we seek to play our
part in the broader life of the Church and the community in Finchampstead.
Evening gatherings are generally of a social nature, and cover a variety of activities.
We also attend Saturday Breakfast Meetings organised by the Reading Men’s Group,
where they have guest speakers. These are normally held three times a year at the Blue
Coat School in Sonning.
Newcomers will be made very welcome. For more information about the Men’s Group or
its events, e-mail: harryrow@btinternet.com or telephone 0118 973 0556

Churchyard Trust
We had an excellent
C Tea after the walks on
Y
8 June. With lovely
T
weather we would
have expected more walkers, but
some people came only for the Tea.
There was a splendid spread provided by many folk from the Church and
the Churchyard Committee. Our
thanks to all those who contributed
towards the final total of £220 which
will go towards the continuing
maintenance of the Churchyard. The
next Churchyard Trust Tea will be
held in the Sports Club, behind the
Village Memorial Hall, on 16 October - 2.30 till 4.30pm. Richard Owen

Friends of St James
The Inaugural Friends’ Lecture
Sunday 1 Sept, 7.30pm, St James’ Centre

‘WHO WOULD TRUE VALOUR SEE:
THREE THOUSAND YEARS OF PILGRIMAGE’

Rev Canon John Edwards
The Lecture will be open to all and preceded by
the annual Friends’ service of Evensong at 6pm,
and light refreshments at 7pm.
Where there is a Will, there is a Way
to spread the Gospel and Christian Life ...

Living
Legacy

Christians are called to give generously during their
lifetime as a response to God's love, and legacies are a
means of expressing that generosity at a time which may
not have been possible earlier in life.
Have you considered leaving a Living Legacy to St
James’ Church? To find out more, please take a trifold from
the Church Centre. You may prefer to e-mail: friends@stjames.
finchampstead.co.uk or call Ed Sampson on 0118 973 2069
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Housegroup, Bible Study, Prayertime, BRF

‘Living Today in the Light of Tomorrow’
Both our groups are now
moving on to a study of Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians under the
general title: ‘Living Today in the Light of Tomorrow’. This was the topic
addressed by Jeremy McQuoid in his five Bible studies given at the 2012 Keswick Convention, and we will be using DVDs of his talks to stimulate our discussions. Jeremy is Teaching
Pastor at Deeside Christian Fellowship.
He introduces his talks by saying: ‘Thessalonians is a very personal, pastoral letter from
Paul to a young Church, which he planted in the midst of persecution, but which he had to
leave in a hurry. Paul isn’t dealing here with great theological themes like justification or
predestination. He writes, on the one hand, to defend his own integrity against various slanders, but also to encourage these young persecuted, raw Gentile converts, whom he
delights in, to continue growing in Christ, despite the opposition. He calls them to faith that
leads to good works, a genuine love for each other, and sexual purity in a pagan culture, all
set against the background of a fervent hope in the Second Coming of Christ. 1 Thessalonians is no dusty, theological tome. It is an urgent, practical, relevant, passionate call to live
our lives, as individuals and as Churches, in the light of Christ’s imminent return.’
We are informal, ecumenical and self-administered housegroups with no membership subscription. For information about our meetings, please see the Finchampstead Magazine, or
telephone Francis Moore on 0118 973 2592.

Bible Study Group -

Weekly term-time Tuesday evenings, beginning 7.45pm

Our Bible study group meets at Rectory Farm, Fleet Hill. Everybody is welcome
from whatever background with whatever questions or thoughts they might bring.
We exist to serve our whole community—helping individuals to investigate the Christian faith,
to explore the Bible for themselves and to live out their faith. The meeting starts at 7.45pm
with coffee, cake and chat, followed at 8pm by our Study. Tuesday evenings can provide a
real oasis in our busy lives– please do feel free to come and try us out, or get in touch for a
chat if you are not sure. Neil Bidston. E-mail: neilandemmie@hotmail.com

Prayertime -

Fourth Wednesday of each month

A small, friendly, relaxed group of people meet in my home on the fourth Wednesday
each month to pray for issues which concern us, both globally and personally. Rev
Hugh Wakeling, Sharon White and I take turns to lead the evening, and the format
takes many forms. Anything shared within the group is confidential.
Paula Vicary.
E-mail: paulavicary@googlemail.com

Bible Reading Notes (issued every four months) are available on sub-

scription at our Churches. New Daylight offers a short daily Bible passage
(text included), thought-provoking comment, and a prayer or reflection, giving
a fresh devotional approach to reading the Bible. There is a small supply of
back-copies in the Hall at St James’ Church Centre for those who wish to
browse or consider subscribing. For more information contact: Sally Hamblin
(St James); Alan Coleman-Smith (St Mary & St John) via the Church Office.

What a
wonderfull
summer !
Open-air service
at Pentecost,
with music and
picnic—19 May

‘The Life of Christ’
staged at Wintershall on 29 June based on the Gospels of St Luke and St John,
and part of the preparation for our Parish
confirmation candidates
Left: John the Baptist
with others, immediately
before Jesus’ baptism
Right: Jesus with John
Below centre: Rev John
looking on ….
Bottom left: Jesus and
the crowd
Below right: A woman in
traditional dress
Bottom right: Jesus
meeting Simon Peter
and his brother Andrew
on their fishing boat for
the first time

Left: Jesus teaches
from a boat
Below left: a scene from
the wedding in Cana
just after Jesus has turned
water into wine
Below right: Palm Sunday
Bottom: Some of the
disciples with Jesus at the
Last Supper
Bottom inset: Sleeping
disciple in the Garden of
Gethsemane

Top left: Jesus with a Roman centurion
— one of those detailed to escort him
to his place of execution
Top centre & right: Jesus carries his
cross to Golgotha
Centre: ‘It is finished’.
Jesus dies on the cross
Inset: Rev Julie and Kate Meads
Left: Jesus talking to Peter
after his resurrection,
telling him he will be the
Rock on which the Church
is built

Above: Back at St James’ Church after the 29 June group visit to Wintershall which included
confirmands, clergy and family members

Below : Newly confirmed from St James’ and St Mary & St John’s Churches, with the Bishop of
Oxford, the Rt Rev John Pritchard, Rev Julie and Rev Canon John - Sunday 14 July, in the grounds
of Wellington College Chapel

Finch School pupils
coming out of the
Cathedral after the first
service organised especially for Year 6 pupils
attending Church
Schools across the
Diocese. Staff from the
Diocesan Education
Department organised
morning activities.
1 July Then, after a picnic
lunch, over 350 pupils, Year 6 schools
teachers and other
visit to
adult helpers, includChrist Church
ing Rev Julie and
Cathedral
myself, processed to
the Cathedral. The
young people were welcomed by the Bishop of Oxford who gave them an encouraging talk. They
led the whole service during which they took their individual crosses, decorated with symbols
illustrating the four Greek words for different types of love, and laid them on the floor in the middle of the Cathedral to make one very large cross - a symbol of God's extraordinary love through
Jesus for each one of us. Carolyn Fox

29 June Bingo Fundraising Evening Above
left: Winners of the 1st prize
in the raffle Above right:
Eyes down for a full house
Right: Bracknell & Wokingham
Community Bands play at the

7 July Barbecue
St James’ Church Centre

The Hurst Morris People

Fledgelings
stall
Serving cooling ice-creams ...

C
H
U
R
C
H
St Sebastian Wokingham Band

F
E
T
E

Family fun

Face painting

1
3
J
U
L
Y

Books, games & more ...

Time to cool down

Jewellery

P
A
T
R
O
N
A
L
All welcome ...

F
E
S
T
I
V
A
L

21
July
St James’ Choir, with Clergy and Director of Music

Climb
to the
top ...

Social & Fund-raising
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7 July - Church Family Barbecue. This must be the first year, since we can’t
remember when, that Pete was not cooking on the barbecue under a gazebo to
keep off the rain, this year of course it was too hot! But the weather really was a
bonus which was just as well with 140 hungry mouths to feed. We were also
delighted to have the Bracknell and Wokingham Community Band to entertain us. The lunch
was a great success and just over £200 was made for general Church funds.
13 July - Church Fête. Once again the weather played an important part in
making our bi-annual fête such a triumph with bright blue skies we were set
for a good day. The ice cream stall was a roaring success, quickly selling out
and new supplies being bought in. Entertainment was supplied by St Sebastian Wokingham Band and The Hurst Morris People. Bargains were to be found on lots of
stalls and especially the Silent Auction with many successful bidders going home happy.
There are many people to thank. We could not have managed on the day without the help
and encouragement from everyone involved, for this truly
Forthcoming events
was a “team effort” with folk from within the Church, the
wider village community and beyond. Because of their and 21 September – Trio Treats
Concert. Tickets £6 to include
your generosity and support we were delighted to have
a light finger buffet.
raised just over £4,500.
5 October – Harvest Supper.
We are extremely lucky to have such a perfect venue as
More details to follow.
the Finchampstead Memorial Park in which to hold our bi23 November – Apollo 5
annual fête and we look forward to seeing you all there in
Concert. Tickets to include a
2015.
light finger buffet.
21 July – St. James’ Patronal Festival Sunday
Another gloriously sunny day, if anything a little too hot making the climb up the
tower a little more taxing, but well worth the effort when you reached the top as
the views were spectacular on such a clear day. We were kept busy in the kitchen
serving cream teas and ice creams all afternoon, and on the books, toys and jewellery stalls
some great buys were to be found. Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the afternoon; also to the folks who helped on the day, and for the
donations of delicious cakes and scones. All this contrib- Our Churches
uted to the total of £695 raised for general Church funds. have supported
Our thanks also go to our very talented tower-bell ringers Fairtrade for many
who manned the tower all afternoon and were on hand to years, using Fairexplain the history and background of the bells. To finish
trade products for
off a lovely afternoon, Andrew and the choir entertained us
refreshments and promoting
with a selection of music - both old and new - with
them throughout the year. St
solos, junior and full choir taking part.
Mary & St John also hold occaSue (St James’ Social and Fundraising Team)
sional Traidcraft stalls.
Chris, Chris, Gill, Mary, Mo, Nicky, Olive, Sarah, Sue

Young people
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CONTRAST

No Youth Group during halfterm: 27 October & 3 November

As I write this I recall how our young people led an awesome service
on 7 July at 11am. With thanks to Lukas on drums at both the 9.30
and 11am services; also to Bertie Munn, Harry Clayton, Daisy Munn,
Kathrine Retter, Ella Sehringer, Lydia Shaw, Stevie Kennington, Anna
Kennington and Paige White. A special ‘thank you’ to the Junior Choir who sang the anthem.
All gave a brilliant performance, and the service was a huge success.
Our end-of-term celebratory barbecue in conjunction with the newly confirmed young people
of the Parish was held at St James’ Church Centre on Sunday 14 July and a great time was
had by all.
Contrast starts back in the Autumn on 15 September. We meet most Sundays in term time,
and this term we shall be trialling our new flexible times, ie, open between 6.30 and 9pm.
Please arrive and leave to suit. Hot snacks will be available to buy at the start of the session.
Possible Gala Evening to be held on 30 November—final session will be that weekend.
Contrast is open to all those who attend secondary school or
6th form and enjoy socialising, having fun and talking about the big
issues. Our group has a Christian ethos.
Cathy
For more information, call me on 0118 973 0707 or e-mail catherine.clayton@btinternet.com

New logo launched in Feb ’13

Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young women in the
UK. We build girls’ confidence, raise their aspirations and give them
the chance to discover their full potential as well as encouraging
them to be a powerful force for good. We give them a space to
have fun.

WITH YOUR HELP, WE CAN MAKE THIS HAPPEN IN FINCHAMPSTEAD.
Locally we are finding the main thing we are growing is our list of girls waiting to join.
So we are looking for:
 more adult volunteers to join in the fun;
 people to help with the unit meetings on a weekly basis (this doesn’t have to be every week,
we can operate a ‘volunteershare’);
 urgent assistance with administration and finance.
We also seek to help girls reach their potential by offering a range of opportunities.
Can you come along and give guidance about money, bank accounts, the world or work; or (for
the younger girls) on food or photography, ballroom dancing or …

We can arrange for Volunteering to fit around your busy lifestyle.
2014 is the Big Brownie Birthday – Brownies are 100, help us celebrate!
For more information visit www.girlguiding.org.uk or e-mail Karen.5thfinchbrownies@live.co.uk

Young people - continued
Finchampstead
Youth Club—SURVEY
We need your input to help us provide a club
young people will use. E-mail: catherine.
clayton@btinternet.com and Cathy will send
you the survey for you to complete on-line.
PLEASE DO GET IN TOUCH!
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Copies of this
Newsletter are
available at
Church. Please
take one for
those unable to
collect their own

Babies & Toddlers
As we go to print, we look forward to our last event of the
Summer term: the Teddy Bears’ Picnic on Tuesday 30 July—
Toddler & Baby Group
with entertainment, best dressed teddy competition and
games. A fantastic time for everyone!
After the holiday break, normal service will resume from Tuesday 10 September when we meet each term-time Tuesday from 1.45 till 4pm for fun, songs,
art, stories, biscuits and drinks.
Do come along and join us. Mums, dads, grandparents, carers will be assured of a warm welcome, a cup of tea and a slice of freshly-made cake, as well as a host of new friends to be
made, old friends to catch up with and a team of friendly folk there to listen,
empathise, or even just hold your little one while you drink your tea.
We're looking forward to our Autumn term events, including our own Harvest
celebration: a service in Church with a special offering, Harvest craft and
Harvest songs. Look out for the date, timings and suggestions for gifts on our
pew sheet, check the website parish.finchampstead.co.uk, or e-mail
beth@peat.me.uk.
St James’ Fledgelings

Breastfeeding Centre
St. James’ Church Centre, Finchampstead
Tuesdays 12.30 pm – 2pm
Come along for support and information or just
tea and a chat.
Bumps, babies, siblings & mums welcome!
(If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for
partners/parents/friends too!)
Supporterline 0300 100 0210 available 9.30am
– 9.30pm 365 days a year
Website: www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk

Interested in Training and
Volunteering?
We are running a course from September to
train new mums to volunteer as Breastfeeding Peer Supporters.
Please contact Kate Meads if you are interested. Telephone: 0118 9732113 or e-mail:
kate.meads@breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk
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Family choices

Sunday mornings at St James’ Church
There will be a 9.30am Family service and an 11am Communion service every Sunday but also
some different formats and extra groups to cater for all ages of children.
BREAK OUT (age 7-11)

9.30am, Church Centre - 1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays in term time

This group caters for key-stage two children of those families who
prefer to attend the 9.30 Family service with their younger
children. On the first Sunday in the month, the focus will be on an
activity such as sport, craft or a ramble through the Churchyard; on
the second Sunday there will be café church – croissants etc whilst
watching an appropriate DVD such as Veggietales’/’What’s in the
Bible?’ followed by a discussion on the issues raised; the fourth
Sunday will be devoted to ‘Thinking Stuff Out’ and will use ‘Side-by-Side with God’ written by
Yvonne Morris, Children’s Adviser to the Oxford Diocese.
JUNIOR LEADERS (age 11+)

9.30am, Church Centre—1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays in term-time
This group caters for Young People in the early years of secondary
school who need to build up a portfolio of voluntary work for their ‘Record
of Achievement’ folders. They will be given training on key leadership
skills and have their own dedicated session on two of the Sundays each
month; and help with BREAK OUT on the other Sunday.
KIDZ CAFÉ (age 3 - 8)

10.45am, Church Centre 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays in term time

Kidz Café is for children aged 3-8 years with stories, DVDs,
games, activities, crafts and refreshments. It’s great fun! The
children will join with Junior Contrast for a brief act of worship led by a member of the Ministry
Team; they will be taken into Church towards the end of the 11 o’clock service.
JUNIOR CONTRAST (age 8+) 10.45 am, Church Centre 2nd, 3rd & 4th term-time Sundays.
Intended to be a fun youth group for children over the age of 8, and to lead
on to membership of CONTRAST (the group for those at secondary
school which meets on Sunday evenings at 7pm). The young people will
join the main service at the offertory.

And a choice for families at St Mary & St John’s




WELCOMING
THE SUNDAY BUNCH—9.30am (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays)
VARIED
 For children from birth up to young people, with toys and
FUN
books always available for the very young
Activities in groups or as a whole follow the theme for the day, and include craft, games,
discussion and sometimes food
We return to the service, to join our families, just before Communion (cont’d top of page 11)

Family choices
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A choice for families at St Mary & St John’s - continued
ALIVE@11 — 11am (1st Sunday
FAMILY COMMUNION—9.30am (3rd Sunday
of the month)
of the month)
 An informal all-age service with
 A Communion service with a difference
active participation by all age groups  Children are involved in all aspects of
 Join us for tea & coffee from 10.30am
the worship
when there are also craft activities
 Activities for them, as well as toys for the little
for children.
ones.

Men Behaving DADLY! All Dads, or

Dads’
Why not come along?
Football
Every Wednesday at Yateley School
men in general, welSports Hall from 8 - 9pm.
come. Every last Sunday
Dads of all ages and capabilities join
of the month, 8 till approx
together for a game of indoor 5-a9.30pm in the Social Bar,
side football.
Finchampstead Memorial
.
Hall, the Village. Connecting Dads and men Very informal and FUN !
generally in the local community around the Make friends; support one another during the
frenetic times of being a Dad; hone your football
big topics in life for men living in today's
skills; Dads’ quarterly social get-togethers,
world, eg, fatherhood, marriage, etc. The
topic up to November will be Work/Careers. eg, at a local curry house; Summer picnic/
barbecue for the family. Contact Kevin, e-mail:
E-mail contacts: kevinli4877@hotmail.com
kevinli4877@hotmail.com
or neilandemmie@hotmail.com

Churchyard & Gardening Club
The Summer (now when did that start?) has allowed us to get on with a number of jobs that
were held up due the wet and cold Spring. But at least now we are under way and not
getting frost bite.
The paths still need some attention and now’s the time
to do it. We plan to put more stones down where they
have slowly got rolled in and where the puddles
congregate, and we will try to fork a soak-away to get
the water away. Unfortunately most of the old drains
are blocked and the drain lines themselves not in good
order.
Gardening Club stalwarts Dave and Laurie have done a
great job extending the steps that go from the lower to
the upper Churchyard area and now finally reach the
top level past my favourite ‘old’ oak tree.
Continued on back page

Ministry Team
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COMMUNION AT HOME
0118 973 2102 If you or anyone you know is
Rector
Rev Julie Ramsbottom
unable to get to St James’ or
Associate Priest
Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 St Mary & St John’s Church
for a period of time and
Associate Priest
Rev Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 would like to receive
Communion at home or in
hospital, please contact the
Curate
Rev Brynn Bayman
Church Office to advise.
Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott
Thank you
Churchwardens at
St James
Churchwardens at
St Mary & St John

Mrs Nicky Alder

0118 973 4904

nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk

Mr Richard Peat

0118 976 0402

richard@calusari.com

Mrs Sharon White

0118 973 6129

slwhite4@btinternet.com

Mr Dave Moore

0118 973 6436

davemoore10538@
gmail.com

Churchyard & Gardening Club — continued
Left: Dave and Laurie splitting logs for use in the construction
of the steps. Very well done and Laurie, just mind your fingers!

Much trimming and pruning continue and there is
always a list of tidying up to be done.
Update on Churchyard Extension
This project continues and the application has now
been formally re-submitted supported by a detailed
Arboricultural Consultant’s report containing: a GPSbased Tree Survey, Tree Impact Assessment, Method
Statement and an associated Tree Protection Plan. We dug the two exploration trenches
requested by Berkshire Archaeological and now have the resulting Evalua- Moved house?
tion Report concerning any Saxo-Roman interests on and around the site.
New baby?
I’m pleased to advise that all reports were very positive and supportive of
Change of
the Churchyard Extension project. So we now await the final outcome of
contact details?
our ‘Change-of-Use’ application to the Wokingham Borough Council.
Don’t forget to tell
Still much to do with the pleasure of the warmer weather to come. Anyone the Church Office so
we can continue to
interested in helping would be most welcome. Do just arrive, give me a
let you have approcall on 0118 973 2069, or e-mail ed@sampsononline.co.uk. Ed Sampson priate information.
If you have not found what you are looking for, or need more information about times, venues, etc, please
contact the Church Office, by e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk or tel: 0118 973 0133

