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Midwinter spring is its own season 

Sempiternal though sodden towards sundown, 

Supended in time between pole and tropic…Now the hedgerow 

      Is blanched for an hour with transitory blossom of snow…      

‘Little Gidding’  -  T S Eliot 

One of my favourite set of poems that I come back to time and 

again is T S Eliot’s ‘Four Quartets’, a sequence based loosely on 

the four seasons and the four elements. It would be hard to think 

of another set of poems which develops themes almost instru-

mentally, comparable to the different movements of a musical  

quartet. ‘Little Gidding’ is the last of the four, and always speaks to me on the dreary, damp and 

dull days that seem to envelop us when in the grips of a wet, windy and dark winter. 

As I get older I’m aware how much more of an impact the seasons have upon me than they did 

when I was younger. Indeed during winter I’m particularly keen to look for signs 

of ‘blossom’ – but not so much snow (à la Eliot) as the first snowdrops. Some-

how these hardy, pristine and beautiful flowers never fail to cheer me up and 

remind me that even when things seem bleak, there is also hope and joy to be 

found when you seek it out. Snowdrops are so clean and pure – unsullied and 

untainted by the dirt and grime of the lanes and roads that seem to be so 

much a part of winter these days hereabouts. They point us to the assurance that even if things 

seem dreary, there are always signs of God’s protection and care of us, bringing hope and 

cheer, and pointing us to a better future. As ever it’s a question of knowing where to look, and 

when to stop and ponder. 

Indeed when I think about it, in many ways it’s all an excellent preparation for Lent, which this 

year is very late and begins on 5 March. For just as Jesus’ death tells us of the fact that He was 

prepared to endure the worst that people could throw at him, His 

resurrection reminds us that even when we are at our lowest ebb, 

God can redeem any situation and bring life, hope and joy. Canon 

John has put together a co-ordinated programme entitled ‘Lent 

Well Spent’, focussing upon the work of the charities we support 

as a parish and in Holy Week upon those places where Christians 

suffer persecution for their faith. It promises to be a challenging 

and engaging programme – well worth joining 

us for! 

Wishing you then hope and joy as we endure 

the winter, engage with Lent and look towards 

springtime and Easter.                  Rev Julie 
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Page 2 

The last part of the year is always a busy time for our team... 

Annual appeal for Samaritan’s Purse shoeboxes in October & November 

Finchampstead C of E School again acted as pick-up point for 
us on 2 December and our thanks go to the staff for their help. 
Considering that other schools in the area now collect for this 

cause and there is also the opportunity to do a ‘virtual box’ online, the total 
number of boxes we donated was truly excellent.  As a result, there will have 
been 154 more happy children at Christmas … children who otherwise 
would have had nothing at all. 

Collection of Toys and Games for Parents and Children   
Together in Reading, and also Barnado’s — December      

A car-boot full of toys (below) went to PACT and yet more to Barnado’s.  And, NO, we haven’t 
got it wrong! The photo (opposite 
page) is not an advert for a leading 
manufacturer of motorcycles par     
excellence!  It is our own Rev Mark-
Aaron who joined in the 28th Reading 
Christian Bikers Annual Toy Run on    
8 December.  Hundreds of bikers, 
dressed as Santas and other season-
al characters, rode in convoy from 
Shinfield to Barnado’s High Close 
School in Wokingham to deliver toys 
and gifts. A separate car run was 
needed to deliver the large volume of 
our contributions. A letter of apprecia-

tion and thanks for our generosity has been received from Zoe Lattimer, Principal, High Close.    
Donations by St Mary & St John’s congregation for signing one large Christmas card to each 
other (rather than sending separate cards) also went to Barnardo's. 

Christingle collec-
tions in aid of The 
Children’s Society 

At the beginning of December, St 
Mary & St John held their annual 
Christingle Service, which was also        
attended by members of the local 
uniformed organisations and from 
Gorse Ride Schools, with the singing further enhanced by the voic-
es of GR Junior School Choir.  Children finished making their own 
Christingles before the service, and their donations to The         
Children's Society were brought to the service in card "candles".  
 

 

Please return  
any unused flat-
pack boxes to   
St James’ 
Church Centre 
for use next year 

 

 

 

  



 

Christingle collections in aid of The Children’s Society continued 
On Monday 23 December an excellent 
number of adults and children joined in 
the making of 320 Christingles for the 
two St James’ services held in Welling-
ton College Chapel and St James’ 
church itself. Collections at all three 
services were for The Children’s Socie-
ty; and we are delighted to report that 
the final figure collected was £1,535.25. 

Annual Giving  
The end of the year is also the time when we 
decide on the distribution of our Annual Giving 
to our chosen charities. In line with many other 
parishes, we have pledged to give 10% of 
our freewill giving (that is, any money which is 
given in collections, the envelope scheme,   
direct debits, or by other means, which has not been given for a specific cause) to external   
charities working with the most vulnerable in our world.  
This year £16,200 will be distributed to our main charities 
allocated as follows: 
Churches-in-Reading Drop-in Centre (CIRDIC) - £3,750; 
Church Mission Society (CMS) - £3,750; 
The Bible Society - £3,750;  Mityana Charity - £3,750. 
In addition: £500 – Stepping Stones Project; 
£500 – Mothers’ Union Overseas Fund; 
£200 – Finchampstead & Barkham Relief in Sickness Fund. 
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Full house here at  Full house here at    

Wellington Chapel, but Wellington Chapel, but 

with more ‘room at the with more ‘room at the 

inn’ at St James’  itselfinn’ at St James’  itself  

Thank you so much to everyone 
who has contributed in any  
way to support our charities.                         
Julia Arscott (on behalf of Mission, 
Charity & World Concern Team) 

For more information on all our                
charities do have a look at our website  
at http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk/
community/charities-we-support/ 



The Green Team  Do you 
know that there are recycling 
facilities in both St James’ 
Church Centre and St Mary & St John’s 
Parish Centre?    
Recycling boxes are available for: 
 Tea, coffee and fruit skins (these are 

composted) 
 Batteries*, Water filters*, tetrapacks, 

and silver foil (go to Tesco) 
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft). 
 Stamps and milk bottle tops (at St 

Mary & St John’s go to WADE; and at 
St James’ to Nine Mile Ride School). 

Please spread the word.                                
Richard Owen      

 

* Robert Dyas      
also recycle these 
responsibly.                         

Helping the 
environment 

we live in 

 

Please support 
Fairtrade Fortnight at 
stalls after church: 
Sunday 23 February 
at St Mary & St John, 

and Sunday 2 March at St James.  
The theme this year is Make Bananas Fair, part of 
a three-year campaign to Make Food Fair. It fea-
tures Foncho, a Colombian banana farmer, who 
will be in Britain highlighting the struggles of many 
banana farmers and workers to provide adequately 
for their families. Bananas are the fourth most im-
portant crop in global agriculture after rice, wheat 
and maize. At present only one-in-three bananas 
sold in Britain are fairly traded so there is much 
scope for change to help to give more struggling 
banana farmers and workers a fairer deal.               
More details on www.fairtrade.org.uk 

Finchampstead Food Bank Agency 
In response to the needs of the community the Fin-
champstead Food Bank Agency (FFBA) has recently been 
established. The agency will operate as a satellite of 
Crowthorne Food Bank (run by Vineyard Church) and 
Trussell Trust (a Christian organisation dedicated to helping 
people in times of crisis).  The Parish of Finchampstead & 
California and Finchampstead Baptist Centre (FBC) are 
working together to provide this facility. 
A donation bin is sited in FBC reception for collection of 
items required. Details of requests will be posted regularly 
on the bin and sent via email.  
Present needs are listed in the box opposite. Help is re-
quired to transport donated items to Crowthorne Food Bank 
and collect food packs. It is hoped that a team can be set 
up and a rota established, so that people are required on an 
infrequent basis (possibly once a month).  
Deliveries/collections do need to be on Mondays or Thursdays between 12-2pm. Food packs 
may need to be delivered to FBC Children’s Centre, Community House (Billing Avenue) or the 
Parish Centre (Billing Avenue). If you are able to help, please contact Alison Green via 
email: alisonj.green@btopenworld.com or mobile: 07742 045686. 

Mission, Charity & World Concern cont’d 
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Present needs 

Food items: long life orange 
juice, long life milk, tinned vege-
tables, tinned potatoes, instant 
mash potato. 
Men’s & women’s toiletries:           
deodorants, toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, shampoo, hand pump 
soap, men’s shaving gel/foam, 
razors, feminine hygiene items. 
Children’s toiletries: toothbrush-
es, toothpaste, shampoo, baby 
bath, nappies various sizes. 
Home cleaning items – toilet 
rolls, laundry liquid capsules, 
laundry liquid, J cloths, anti-
bacterial spray, toilet cleaner. 

 

mailto://alisonj.green@btopenworld.com


A Lent well spent ... 
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This year’s Lent programme is based around Sunday worship which reflects some of the 
themes that are important to us as a parish. For the first time our Lent Lectures are fully inte-
grated into this approach which will also be supported by Bible studies and 
prayer during the week. We aim to provide related material for private reflec-
tion. 
The programme underlines our commitment as a Christian community to the 
Missions and charity organisations we support. It also aims to provide many 
opportunities for us individually and together to deepen our faith as disciples of Jesus. By the 
time we reach Good Friday and Easter, we hope that every member of our congregations will 
be able to look back over a Lent well spent. 
 

Outline of the programme (Key Bible passages—see table) 
Wk 1 (from 9 March): Lent well spent…in the wilderness 
Wk 2 (from 16 March): Lent well spent…at work and in society 
Wk 3 (from 23 March): Lent well spent…with the poor 
Wk 4 (from 30 March/Mothering Sunday): Lent well spent…at home 
Wk 5 (from 6 April): Lent well spent…with the homeless 
Holy Week (from 13 April/Palm Sunday): Lent well spent …with the 
persecuted church 
 

Lent Lectures (Tues evenings 8-9.30pm, St James’ Church Centre) 
11 March: Pilgrimage to Iona – a presentation by Cathy Clayton  
and those who went on the trip to Iona last August 
18 March: Singing the Lord’s song in a strange land – Dr Ann Holt of Bible Society*  
explores the power of the Bible to transform our materialistic society 
25 March: Credit Unions and Foodbanks – why Christians should pioneer such initiatives 
(speakers tba) 
1 April: Insights from Mityana, Uganda – Rev Hugh Wakeling on his recent visit to help the 
Mityana Charity* 
8 April: CIRDIC – Mabel Boyd describes the work of the Churches-in-Reading Drop-in Centre* 
 

Other Activities 
Lent Prayer: A chance for silent prayer in St James’ Church, 9-10 each Monday morning. 
Bible study: Engage with the week’s theme in more depth: Mondays 1.30-2.30 and/or 8.30- 
9.30 at St James’ Church Centre (details tbc). 
Holy Week: there will be a range of events and services on the theme of The Persecuted 
Church (details tba). 
 

Pre-Lent tasters 
 Our new mission partners from CMS* (Church Mission Society) are coming to preach at ser-

vices on Sunday 2 March – 9.30 at SMSJ and 11 at SJ. 
 Canon John Edwards will give a talk on On the Edge – the Anglican church in Ethiopia 

on Tuesday 25 February (8-9.30 at SJCC), repeated on Wednesday 26 February (11.30-
12.30 at SJCC) (all details tbc).               * Organisations we support with significant funds.     

Key Bible passages 

Wk 1: Matthew 4.1-11 

Wk 2: Amos 8.4-7,            
Acts 18.1-4, Luke 16.1-13 

Wk 3: Amos 6.1-7, 1 Timothy 
6.6-10, Luke 16.19-31 

Wk 4: Exodus 2.1-10, Colos-
sians 3.12-17, Luke 2.33-35 

Wk 5: Ezekiel 34.11-16,           
2 Corinthians 8.1-2 & 9-14, 
Luke 14.16-24 

Holy Week: 1 Peter 4.10-16, 
Matthew 5.10-12 



Social and Fundraising 
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News from St James’ Social and Fundraising Committee 
23 November – Apollo 5 Concert 
We are always delighted to welcome Apollo5 to 
the Parish and once again this professional group 
gave us a wonderful evening’s entertainment.  
This group of young singers performed a wide 
range of music including retro jazz, pop and             
classical a cappella, and we are thrilled to say the 
evening raised £490 for church funds.  Many 
thanks to everyone who supported this most enjoyable evening. 
The Christmas Hamper and Home-made Christmas Cake Raffle proved to be popular 
again this year with £342 raised to help the church’s Flower Fund.  Carolyn Fox was the lucky 
winner of the first hamper, Paul Arscott won the Christmas cake and 
Mo Foster won the second hamper. We hope they all enjoyed their 
prizes and thank you to everyone who supported the Christmas  
Raffle. 
22 March 2014 - Quiz Evening To be held in St James’ Church           
Centre – in aid of Church Funds - more details to follow 
10 May 2014 - Quiz Aid For Christian Aid Week to be held in St 
James’ Church Centre – 7.45pm. More details to follow 
22 June 2014 - Church Family BBQ  To be held at St James’ 
Church – more details to follow 
18 - 20 July 2014 - St James’ Patronal Festival Weekend with 
Flower Festival – still in the planning stages, but the tower will defi-
nitely be open as usual on Sunday 20th with cream teas and games 
and stalls on the lawn, and the Flower Festival will begin on Friday 
18th – more details to follow 
7 September – St Mary and St John’s Patronal Festival. 
                                   Sue (St James’ Social and Fundraising Team) 

 

St Mary & St John’s Social Team: Marjorie,Pam,Rev 
Mark-Aaron,David,June,Pat,Brenda,Shirley,Janice 

St James’ Social & Fundraising Team: 
Chris,Chris,Gill,Jane,Mo,Nicky,Sarah,Sue 

Parish Annual Barn 
Dance: Sat 15 February 

Dancing starts 7pm.  With 
Fish & Chip Supper £12.50, 
or Sausage & Chips £10.  No food £7 each 
(reduced cost for children). Bring your own 
drinks. To book call Shirley Moore (0118 
973 6436) or Sharon White (0118 973 6129)  

Annual Church Concert   
Sat 8 February, 7.30pm 
Musical Evening, Finchamp-
stead Memorial Hall. Tickets 

£10 each including Fish & Chip Supper. Please 
bring your own drinks and glasses. Buy tickets 
after most Sunday Services, call the Parish     
Office (0118  973 0133) or Sue (0118 973 2069) 

Decades Decades Decades    
ofofof   

DelightDelightDelight   

Hope the 
wellies 
can 
soon be 
put away 
… ! 



Fairtrade fortnight   
Monday 24 February to 
Sunday 9 March 2014    

Check weekly pew and   
notice-sheets for details of 
our events. See also 
parish.finchampstead.co.uk 
 

 

The final due date for copy for the next Newsletter (May-July) is Saturday 5 April.   
Please send items to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk 

St James’ Choir 
Having had a busy Christmas performing 
at many extra events, the choir are now 

preparing for Lent and Easter. 
We are studying Stainer’s Crucifixion in readiness 
for Easter and will be performing this at Merton   
College in Oxford along with some extracts at St 
James.   
We have been invited to sing at some weddings, 
and will also be on stage on 8 February for the 
‘Decades of Delight’ concert at Finchampstead           
Memorial Hall, when we will perform some more 
modern music a cappella. Our Juniors are also  
singing a modern piece. 
If you feel you might like to join the choir and would 
like to come for a visit, please contact me through 
our Church Office. Our rehearsals are on Thursday 
evenings.  All levels welcome.      Janice Devine 
                                                Director of Music 

St James’ Finchampstead  
Tower Bellringers 
In December we enjoyed a lovely meal 
once again at the Queen’s Oak, which 
has become a regular venue for our 
Christmas get-together.  
Ringing has continued much as usual, 
and we also rang for the Midnight            

Service on Christmas Eve. It won’t be long               
before the bells will start to ring out again to cele-
brate weddings in 2014. 
 

We practise on Wednesdays from 8—9pm and 
would love to welcome more ringers—both    
novice and experienced. Do come along and join 
us. Please call me in advance if you would like 
someone to meet you outside. On Sundays we 
ring from 10.30am for the 11am service. 
 

Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747 

 Looking for a pastime 
with a difference on               
Monday evenings?   
Did you know that Adult and Youth 
teams meet on Monday evenings at St 
James’ Church Centre to ring hand-bells? 
 

The Finchampstead Ringers (adults) 
meet from 5.45 till 7pm. It’s just £2 a  
session, and a pair of cotton gloves will 
be needed.  
 

The Bell Buddies (young people) 
gather at 7pm for an hour of ringing. 
There is no charge for the Youth Team. If 
you are aged 9 -15 years and would like 
to learn to play these finely-tuned percus-
sion instruments, contact Meg Hostler, 
Team Leader, on 0118 973 1569, for 
more information about either handbell 
team. 

St Mary & St John’s Choir 
 

Once again we joined with St 
James’ choir in Wellington  
College Chapel for the Service 

of Nine Lessons and Carols on 22  
December.   
The Carols-by-Torchlight Procession 
through California was also in our diary, 
but regrettably the event didn’t go ahead 
as planned due to inclement weather. 
Our choir practises on Tuesday               
evenings and new members are most            
welcome. 

 
 

 

For more information on any activities listed  

in this Newsletter, e-mail the Church Office 

at office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk,  

telephone 0118 973 0133, or check our          

website at parish.finchampstead.co.uk 

     Music 
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St James’ Fledgelings  
Toddler & Baby Group 

Do come and join us on Tuesday afternoons (term-time only), 
from 1.45 till 4pm; you will be assured 
of a warm welcome. There’s a host of 
new friends to be made, old friends to 
catch up with and a team of mothers 
there to listen,  empathise, or even just 

hold your little one while you drink your tea. E-mail: beth@peat.me.uk 
or contact the Church Office for more information.   
Don’t miss Fledgelings’ Easter Service: check 
pew/noticesheets or website for details. 

 

Contrast is open to all in Years 7 and 
above who attend secondary school or 
college.  It’s a place to have fun, socialise, 

make new friends, grab a snack at our café and talk for a short while 
about big issues. We meet each Sunday in term time, when you can drop 
in from 6.30pm; we close at 9pm.  
There will be no meetings on Sunday 16 and 23 February (half-term break) and our final           
session of the term is Sunday 30 March (resuming again on Sunday 27 April).  
This year’s vigil  There will be a service at 10.30pm, and all-night wake-over in the Church 
Centre, on Saturday 19 April. The young people will then take turns to wait with the cross for 
the resurrection in church and keep vigil until the Dawn Service, followed by parish breakfast 
on Easter Sunday, 20 April. 
For more information about the group and its activities, e-mail Cathy our youth worker at    

catherine.clayton@btinternet.com or  
call 07936 885848.  

CONTRAST 
Youth Group 

   

  or on our web page at parish. 
finchampstead.co.uk/groups   

2 

Toys, craft, songs, 
stories and snacks 

for the children;  
tea, cakes and more 

besides for the 
adults.  

Joseph, Mary and 
the donkey arrive 
for the Nativity Play 

Gifts from Father Christmas 

   

CHILDREN please helpCHILDREN please helpCHILDREN please help   & & & PUT EVEN LESS RUBBISH IN THE BIN!  PUT EVEN LESS RUBBISH IN THE BIN!  PUT EVEN LESS RUBBISH IN THE BIN!     
We are now collecting sweet biscuit wrappers for charity.  Please put any you may 

have in the small box in St James’ Church Centre kitchen or give to Gill Coombs. 

Young People, Toddlers & Babies 
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D A N M U C H R S M W H C C R D  

T N H B E T R A Y A L O Q R E I  

Q R R T P D B U D N C L M O P S  

P C E A O B A O C K V E S W P C  

N E L S A G N E E I L R A N U I  

N M N R E K L R R A F E H O S P  

S O A I E D E O S B B Y P F T L  

E B I Y T L I U G X G A A T S E  

N O I T C E R R U S E R I H A S  

I J K R A E N Y J R B P A O L F  

W S O D J T A C I O G T C R D A  

T W M A R Y P O E L S T Z N E S  

S E T A L I P M H D D E Y S N T  

R Q C M O O R R E P P U P W I I  

F O R T Y D A Y S T S I X H A N  

S A L O M E S S O R C C G G L G  

BARABBAS, BETRAYAL,BREAD 

CAIAPHAS, COCKERELCROWS 

CROSS, CROWNOFTHORNS,CRUCIFY 

DENIAL, DESERT, DISCIPLES, DONKEY 

FASTING, FORTYDAYS 

GOLGOTHA, JERUSALEM, JOSEPH 

LASTSUPPER, MARY 

PALMS, PENITENCE, PILATE, PRAYER 

RESURRECTION, SALOME 

TEMPTATION, UPPERROOM, WINE 

WORDSEARCH 
Lent, Holy Week and Easter Week 
 

Can you find all of the following 
words? 

Mothering Sunday is the fourth Sunday of Lent and, although it's often 
called Mothers' Day, it has no connection with the American festival of 
that name.  Centuries ago it was considered important for people to  
return to their home or 'mother' church once a year. So each year in the 
middle of Lent, everyone would visit their 'mother' church - the main 
church or cathedral of the area. Inevitably the return to the 'mother' 
church became an occasion for family reunions, when children (some 
as young as 10 years) who had gone to work as domestic servants for the gentry were given a 
day off to visit their mother and family.   
 

Today it is a day when mothers are remembered and children 
give presents, flowers, and home-made cards with their own 
special message of thanks … 
 

Specially associated with Mothering Sunday is the Simnel cake 
- a fruit cake with two layers of almond paste, one on top and 
one in the middle. The cake is made with 11 balls of marzipan 
on top representing the 11 true disciples (Judas is excluded.)  
 

But why ‘Simnel’? 
The name Simnel probably derives from the Latin word  
‘simila’ which means a fine, wheaten flour usually used for    
baking a cake.   

30 March30 March30 March   

We have been treated over 
many years to ‘melt-in-the-
mouth’ home-made Simnel 
cake every Mothering Sun-
day thanks to the baking 
skills and generosity of  
co-editor  
Carolyn.  
Hopefully, this 
year will be 
no exception! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/lent_1.shtml


Sunday mornings at St James’ Church  

There will be a 9.30am Family Service and an 11am Communion Ser-
vice every Sunday but also some different formats and extra groups to 
cater for all ages of children. 

BREAK OUT (age 7-11) 

9.30am, Church Centre - 1st, 2nd & 4th 
Sundays in term time.  This group caters for 
key-stage two children of those families who   
prefer to attend the 9.30 Family Service with 
their younger children. On the first Sunday in the 
month, the focus will be on an activity such as sport, craft or a ramble 
through the Churchyard; on the second Sunday there will be café church 

– croissants etc whilst watching an appropriate DVD eg, ’What’s in the Bible?’ followed by a dis-
cussion on the issues raised; the fourth Sunday will be devoted to ‘Thinking Stuff Out’ and uses 
‘Side-by-Side with God’ written by Yvonne Morris, Children’s Adviser to The Oxford Diocese. 
JUNIOR LEADERS (age 11+)   

9.30am, Church Centre—1st, 2nd, 4th Sundays in term-time 
This group caters for Young People in the early years of secondary 
school who need to build up a portfolio of voluntary work for their 
‘Record of Achievement’ folders. They will be given training on key 
leadership skills and have their own dedicated session on two of the 
Sundays each month; and help with BREAK OUT on the other Sunday. 

KIDZ CAFÉ (age 3 - 8) 10.45am, Church Centre   
1st, 3rd & 4th term-time Sundays 
 Kidz Café is for children aged 3-8 years with stories, DVDs, games, 
activities, crafts and refreshments. It’s great fun! The children will join 

with Junior Contrast for a brief act of worship led by a member of the Ministry Team; they will be 
taken into Church towards the end of the 11 o’clock service.  
JUNIOR CONTRAST (age 8+)  10.45 am, Church Centre - 1st, 3rd & 4th term-time Sundays  

Intended to be a fun youth group for children over the age of 8, and to 
lead on to membership of CONTRAST (the group for those at secondary 
school which meets on Sunday evenings at 6.30pm). The young people 
will join the main service at the offertory. 

Family choices 
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And a choice for families at St Mary & St John’s  
THE SUNDAY BUNCH—9.30am (2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays) 
 For children from birth up to young people, with toys and   
   books always available for the very young 

     Activities in groups or as a whole follow the theme for the day, and include craft, games, 
 discussion and sometimes food. We join our families in the Service, just before Communion.  

(cont’d  top of next page) 

 WELCOMING, 

VARIED, FUN 

Change to Services 
The All-Age Commun-
ion Service has moved 
to the 2nd Sunday of 
the month. Therefore 
there will be no Kids 
Café or Junior Con-
trast on this day, but 
there WILL be on the 
1st Sunday instead.  

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://faithinourfamilies.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/logo2.jpg&imgrefurl=https://faithinourfamilies.wordpress.com/about/&usg=__guAkEIjBWC7QgjgMLml0XykBgdY=&h=362&w=350&sz=30&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=37jKxisrjTyyaM:&tbn


 

Family choices 
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A choice for families at St Mary & St John’s  - continued 

ALIVE@11—(1st Sunday of the month) 
 An informal all-age service with active 

participation by all age groups  
 Tea & coffee from 10.30am when there 

are also craft activities for children.  
 Lots of fun for all 

FAMILY COMMUNION—9.30am  
(3rd Sunday of the month) 
 A Communion service with a difference  
 Children are involved in all aspects of the worship 
 Activities for them as well as toys for the little 

ones. 

Why not come along?   
Every Wednesday at Yateley 
School Sports Hall from 8 - 9pm.  

Dads of all ages and capabilities join 
together for a game of indoor 5-a-

side football. Very informal and FUN !   
Make friends; support one another during the 
frenetic times of being a Dad; hone your foot-
ball skills; Dads’ quarterly social get-togethers,  
eg, at a local curry house; Summer picnic/
barbecue for the family. For more information:  
e-mail kevinli4877@hotmail.com. 

 

No sessions planned for 
 the immediate future. 

 

Men Behaving DADLY! 

 

Breastfeeding Centre at 
St James’ Church Centre, Finchampstead, 
Tuesdays 12.30–2pm.   Come along for          
support and information or just tea and a chat. 
Bumps, babies, siblings & mums welcome!   
(If you need a lift, there will be a hot drink for 
partners/parents/friends too!)                        
Supporterline 0300 100 0210 available 
9.30am–9.30pm 365 days a year.    
Website: www.breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk 

Dads’  
Football 

MEN’S GROUP An opportunity for men, 

both within and outside our church congrega-
tions to meet together spiritually and socially.                

~ 
Our next meeting is with  

Reading Churches Men's Group for 
 

Men's Breakfast—Sat 8 February 2014 
8.15 for 8.30am at  

Reading Blue Coat School, Sonning 

"PLANE SPEAKING" 
Speaker: Colin Matthews 

CEO Heathrow (formerly BAA) - £8 each. 
Please let Harry Row  know (0118 973 0556) 
if you would like to attend by Sunday             
2 February.  A car will be leaving the Parish 
Centre at 7.45am if anyone requires a lift. 

 

 

Pictured below: Wine-tasting & Quiz Evening 
- yet another successful social organised by 
the Men’s Group in the winter months.  The 
chill of winter’s frosty air was soon forgotten 
in the warmth and friendly atmosphere of the 
Parish Centre, where people had divided into 
teams to tickle their taste buds and test their 
knowledge of wines and wine-making.   

 

Opportunities for getting together 

http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-130194425/stock-vector-group-of-men.html?src=3B397A78-9A10-11E2-81AD-22571472E43D-1-25


Opportunities to get together 
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FLOWER TEAMS                       At St James  
The winds may have howled and the rain poured but 
on 23 December the Flower Team snuggled into St 
James to decorate the church for its Christmas           
services.  Earlier in the month a very messy afternoon 
was spent at Fledgelings’ toddler group making a giant 
handprint Christingle, and this added a beautiful 
splash of colour to our decorations. 
The generosity of parishioners buying raffle tickets for 
the Christmas hamper meant that £342 was kindly          
donated to the flower fund. This will help us to provide 
flowers in church well into late spring.   
Looking forward, we have a busy year starting on Easter Saturday when we fill the church with 
flowers following their absence during Lent. We will then be fully focussed on the Patronal 
Flower Festival,18 to 20 July, and hope it will be as successful as previous years with many  
different community groups joining in. 
All of these activities are only possible by people donating their time and skills; we are always 
happy to welcome new members whether they wish to learn to arrange flowers, can pop in to 
water, or provide greenery from their gardens.  
If you are interested or would like more information please contact Denise Adams via the 
Church Office or by e-mail at deeseadams@hotmail.com. 
 

                                                     At St Mary & St John   
We would love to have more members join our Flower Team, so if you feel you might like to 
help with our arrangements for church, we would be delighted to welcome you. Please contact 
Ashlyn Webster or Marjorie Stalker via the Church Office. 

 

 

From 2 till 3.30pm on the 2nd & 4th                 
Tuesdays of the month  

in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre,  
Billing Avenue.   

A social occasion for anyone living locally to pop in, sit down and           
relax over a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.  Everyone, all ages, 
welcome.   

  

The Churchyard Trust—Spring Tea  
Wednesday 12 March from 2.30pm 
 

Everyone welcome, no need to book, just come 
along.  Join us in the Sports Club Lounge, the    
Memorial Hall, The Village, Finchampstead.  

Delicious home-made fare to sample, bric-a-brac, raffle and plant 
stalls. 

C

Y

T 

 

Change of  
address/
telephone/email? 
Please let the  
Church Office know if 
any of your contact 
details change so 
that we can keep our 
database up-to-date. 
E-mail: 
office@stjames. 
finchampstead.co.uk 
or telephone: 
0118  973 0133 



 

     More opportunities to get together  
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CHURCHYARD GARDENING CLUB 
Wow, I have never seen so many leaves and it has taken four weeks to tame their 
advance! There are now six of us who labour every Thursday morning … and with 
one operating the leaf ‘blower’, two leaf-raking and two scooping up the piles of 
leaves and wheel-barrowing them to the bonfire pit, we seemed to make a good 
impact. You may realise that 1+2+2 actually makes five … which leaves one to           
supervise AND make the coffee! 
The rain and windy weather loosened up dead branches and twigs galore, so the 
bonfire will burn a treat once things have dried out a little... 
Although Winter is still with us for a few more weeks, Spring will soon start with all the early-in
-the-year garden jobs being planned; tidying up from the winter winds, ‘walling’ back the           
slipping banks threatening to engulf some of the graves/memorials, finding and clearing all 
the main drain runs, finishing off making good the paths, etc. 
Hopefully the Churchyard will have a little more colour this spring with some newly planted 
bulbs last Autumn and we await nature taking its course… 
Churchyard Extension:  Still awaiting a Wokingham Borough Council decision. Space in the 
churchyard is at a premium and we await news from the Churchyard Extension planning ap-
plication with the WBC who now require us to undertake a ‘Reptile/Wildlife’ survey before 
they can proceed.  We hope that this will take place in March 2014 when these little ones 
come up out of their winter sleep!                                                                       Dave Cox 
Anyone interested in joining this Healthy & Fit band would be most welcome. Do just arrive, 
give me a call on 0118 973 2069 or e-mail me at ed@sampsononline.co.uk     Ed Sampson 

Ladies  
Breakfasts  
 

We meet half-termly on a Sat-
urday morning, 8.45–10.15am, 
for fellowship, prayer, contem-
plation, chat and continental 
breakfast.  A very sociable 
bunch, we welcome newcom-
ers of all ages. Dates/venues 
from the Church Office.  

 

                                                              Chris Markham has 
now taken over from Sally and Alan as administrator  and 
she would like to remind you that subscriptions for May 
2014 to April 2015 will be due soon.  If you are interested in 
joining the Parish scheme and receiving the Bible Reading 

Notes, please contact 
Chris on 0118 973 3238 
or by e-mail at markham 
@longwaterfs.co.uk. 

Prayertime   
 

A small, friendly,               
relaxed group of            
people meet in my 
home on the fourth 
Wednesday of 
each month to pray for issues 
which concern us, both globally 
and personally.   
Rev Hugh Wakeling, Sharon 
White and I take turns to lead 
the evening, and the format 
takes many forms. Anything 
shared within the group is          
confidential.          Paula Vicary.             
e-mail: paulavicary@ 
googlemail.com 

 

 

Friday am. and Thurs-
day pm. Housegroups  
(generally held in Nine 

Mile Ride) are taking a 
break. Members will be 
advised by e-mail when 
sessions will resume.                                                                           

mailto:ed@sampsononline.co.uk
mailto:markham@longwaterfs.co.uk
mailto:markham@longwaterfs.co.uk


Local meetings for women and men are held on the second 
Thursday of each month at 2pm in St James’ Church Centre, 
usually with a speaker and afternoon tea 

 

Finchampstead  & California  
 
 
Our Christmas Celebrations 2013  Over 40 members and friends enjoyed our Carol Service 
and Christmas Tea early in December.   We enjoyed catering for the Fledgelings' lunch after 
watching their delightful and lively Nativity Play!  After a few expenses were deducted their 
generous donation of £32 has been sent to our ‘Away From It All’ charity which provides     
holidays for disadvantaged families. Very many thanks to all our members who provided         
delicious food and help on these happy occasions. 
Epiphany Gifts at our first meeting of the New Year.  We are delighted to report that almost 
£300 (including Gift Aid where relevant) was raised by donations and through the raffle for the 
‘Make-A-Wish’ UK charity.  A letter of grateful thanks has been received from their Camberley-
based head office. 

Opportunities to get together 
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Future Dates 
Thurs 13 Feb 2pm   Annual General Meeting and speaker: Rev Julie Ramsbottom 
 

Wed 19 Feb 10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

Sun 2 Mar         Mothers' Union Cake Stall & Membership event ~    
          between 9.30 & 11am services (SMSJ, at Gorse Ride 
     Junior School). 
 

Fri 7 Mar  10.30am Women's World Day of Prayer at SMSJ Parish Centre. 
 

Thurs 13 Mar 2pm      Branch Meeting with speakers: Sue Hester & Moira Macbeth ~ 
          ‘The History of Pinewood Sanatorium’. 
 

Sun 16 Mar    Mothers' Union Cake Stall & Membership event  
     after 9.30 & 11am services (St J). 
 

Wed 19 Mar  10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

Thurs 10 April    2pm       Branch Meeting ~ Favourite Readings & Poems. 
 

Wed 16 April 10am        Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union.  
 

Everyone is most welcome to attend.  All our meetings and services are held at St James’ 
Church Centre unless otherwise stated.                                      Sarah Owen, Branch Leader 

 

A MOTHERS’ UNION ‘SPECIAL’ - OPEN TO ALL!   
PUT IT ON YOUR CALENDAR NOW … 
 

Thursday 13 November, 2pm in St James’ Church Centre 
A presentation by Jennifer Allison, Curatorial Officer at the REME  
Museum; based around the Museum’s exhibition ‘Horse drawn war’ ... 

 

First  
World War 
Centenary 



Having struggled 
man- or rather 
woman- fully for 
the last few days 
with the vagaries 
of a newly-loaded 
software program 
on my pc, I came 
across this           
cartoon which  
had previously          
featured in the 
Church Times.  
It did at least bring 
a wry smile to my 
face … and I hope 
it will do the same 
for you in any   
similar time of 
need ...!      Sally  

Friends of St James 
Finchampstead  
The Steering Group contin-
ues to consider ways to raise 
funds for the continuing 
maintenance of St James’ 
buildings. Based on the    
success of last June’s event, 
it is planning another 

BINGO 
Evening  

this Summer, with Raffle etc.  
Look out for details on pew/
notice-sheets and the website 
parish.finchampstead.co.uk.  
A children–friendly event. 

Family conneXions  
We need your feedback and would like to know whether you 

would be interested in more social activities such as: 

 family outings to farm parks,  
 children's discos,  
 parish walks,  
 outings/events for older children,  
 or outings/events for parents and you leave the children 

with a babysitter!  
Any ideas welcome.  
 

We have a dedicated team of volunteers who will be on hand 
after Family Services to help you with queries, ideas or feed-
back you might have.  Look out for people wearing Family          
conneXions badges, and please come over to the Church 
Centre after the Service to have a cup of tea and a chat with 
them.  

     More opportunities to get together  
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To contact the Church Office about any activities listed in this News-
letter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk or tel: 0118 973 0133 



Ministry Team 
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Rector Rev Julie Ramsbottom 0118 973 2102 COMMUNION AT HOME               

If you or anyone you know is 

unable to get to St James’ or 

St Mary & St John’s Church 

for a period of time and would 

like to receive Communion at 

home or in hospital, please 

contact the Church Office to 

advise. Thank you 

Associate Priest Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 

Associate Priest Rev Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 

Curate Rev Brynn Bayman  

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott  

 

Churchwardens:               
St James                                    

Mrs Nicky Alder 0118 973 4904 nicky@alder.ndo.co.uk 

Mr Richard Peat 0118 976 0402 richard@calusari.com 

 

Churchwardens:          
St Mary & St John                

Mrs Sharon White 0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com 

Mr Dave Moore 0118 973 6436 davemoore10538@gmail.com      

Newsletter co-editors: 
Carolyn Fox, Sally Hamblin 
 

Please e-mail items for the 
May-July 2014 issue  
no later than Saturday 5 April to           
newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk  
 

Copies will be distributed in Church 
and placed in Church/Parish         
Centres on Sunday 27 April.  
 

For those who prefer to follow  
our Churches’ news online, our 
Newsletters can be found at                        
parish.finchampstead.co.uk/news/ 
newsletters/ 

 

Commit to meeting needs of the 

sick, lonely, bereaved, housebound 

Attain highest standards in listen-

ing, confidentiality and 
response 

Respect for those  

supported regardless  
of religion/faith values 

Encourage by example 

 

At 
time 
of  
going 
to 
print 

Communion before Confirmation 
In Autumn 2013 the PCC was asked by a num-
ber of its sub-committees to enable a parish-
wide discussion on Communion Before                  
Confirmation.  
Information sheets (providing further details of the factors         
involved and the reasons the question has been raised) are 
available in the Centre or through the Church Office. 
One meeting about this has already taken place (on 25 Janu-
ary) and a second to which you are also warmly invited is to 
be held on Tuesday 18 February at 8pm in St James' Church 
Centre. This will be followed by a questionnaire to allow views 
to be expressed which will be distributed in March and a 
presentation at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on 
29 April, again with an opportunity for questions. The final 
decision will be made by the PCC at its meeting in May. 
If you have any questions or concerns about the process or 
issues please feel free to come along to the meeting, or 
speak to any of the clergy team or churchwardens.   Rev Julie 

Looking ahead - Support your local Christian bookshop 
in Holme Grange Craft Village  


