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Letter from Rev Julie : Spring Cleaning? 
 

 As I write this we are enjoying hot weather and I have 
been slightly bitten by the spring-cleaning bug, as on Bank 
Holiday Monday I washed some curtains! I have also just en-
joyed sitting outside the Church Centre in the warmth of the 
sun assisting the Director of Music to plan hymns for the next 
two months. But as it’s the Wednesday in Easter Week, I’ve 
not only spent time upon future planning, I’ve also been re-
flecting upon the last few weeks pondering especially the 
question of justice and of Jesus’ life and death - and marvel-
ling, once again, at what he chose to do. 
 

 Had I been writing a story about what I thought God 
might do if he came to earth, I would have composed some-
thing very different. I wouldn’t have had Jesus having friends 
who left him when he needed them most; and I wouldn’t have 
had him executed just like a common criminal! So what was 
God doing in becoming a human being and allowing these 
things to be done to his Son? Where was the justice? Moreo-
ver why was Jesus falsely accused and crucified when he did 
so much to help people? Perhaps he was just too challenging 
and controversial. After all, He thought that we should change 
the way we look at life and act in life. Love God and love your 
neighbour as yourself – not always easy. 

But for anyone to have written a story like that, it seems to me that what they wrote must 
have been true – it all seems too unlikely for anyone to have made it up. What’s more is that 
three days later, the first people who saw Jesus were women – women’s evidence in those 
days was treated as unreliable! Then Jesus appeared over and again for some forty days, 
sometimes to more than five hundred people at once, before finally entrusting the success of 
the whole venture to twelve very ordinary folk - expecting them to understand what he, God, 
had been saying and doing! Honestly! And yet it worked, for here we are 2000 years later 
with his final challenge to the disciples still being acted on. 
 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have com-
manded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.  (Matthew 28:19-
20) 
 As we rehearse the stories of the resurrection and the birth of the church in the next 
few weeks why don’t you take a fresh look at what they mean to you? Maybe you, too, will 
find that life has a different meaning. Moreover it might be worth a spring clean of the old 
ideas and a new look at an old story which somehow keeps coming up year after year, en-
couraging you to reflect upon your witness to our Lord.       Revd Julie                                       
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News from St. James’ Social and Fundraising Committee 
Our social calendar this year started off with our Musical Evening in the Fin-
champstead Memorial Hall in February.  This year the theme was “All at Sea” 
the evening was well attended and much enjoyed by everyone who came.  
The evening’s entertainment varied from poetry and singing to a spot of Horn 
Pipe dancing. It was lovely to see such a range of ages taking part and we 

were cheered-up on such a cold February evening.  Many thanks to all the entertainers and 
especially to you lovely folks who came and supported the concert, also to Chris Driver who 
organised the evening, Rev John for doing such a brilliant job as MC and for Janice and Lin-
da for playing.  The evening raised £560 for general church funds and a further £191 for the 
Churchyard Extension Fund.  

The Jumble Sale in March was a good opportunity for us to review our ward-
robes and cupboards and have a good spring clear out.  We had some lovely 
quality items for sale which went down well with the folks who came looking 
for a bargain.  The afternoon made a profit of £343 with a further £46 coming 
from the sale of the left-over clothes from the charity Cash4clothes, making a 

total of £389 for general church funds. Many thanks to everyone who donated and came and 
helped on the day. 
This year the Easter Raffle was in aid of the Churchyard Extension Fund.  The prizes were 
many and included several Easter Eggs, which Chris Collins acquired as donations from 
Waitrose and Tesco, also Carolyn Fox who made one of her wonderful Simnel cakes.   The 
draw took place on Easter Sunday and a total of £235 was raised.  Many thanks to everyone 
who supported the raffle, all the prize winners have now been notified. 
 

A few dates for your diaries: 
5th July – Celebrations for Rev Hannah’s Ordination 
We’ll be helping Rev Hannah celebrate with a Bring and Share lunch after the 11am Sunday 
Service at SJ Church Centre.  More details in the pew sheet nearer the date.  
 

Patronal Festival – 25th and 26th July ,  so far we have planned: 
Saturday 25th (St. James Day) – Evening Supper with Quiz in the Church Centre  
Sunday 26th – the tower will be open during the afternoon, with cream teas, stalls and games  
 

3rd October – Harvest Supper - More details to follow  
 

Sue, Chris, Chris, Gill, Sue, Jane, Mo, Nicky, Sarah 
(St. James’ Social and Fundraising Team) 

Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fox 
The final due date for copy for the Aug—Nov ’15 Newsletter is Friday 3 July.  Please send 
your contributions to  newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk.  Copies will be distributed in our 
churches and centres from Sunday 26 July. We are trying to encourage more people to 
read the newsletter online. If we have your email for church business, you’ll get a link be-
fore this date.  Thank you. 
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Go Green   

Recycling Boxes at 
both Church Centre and  
Parish Centre for: 
 Tea, coffee and fruit 

skins (these are com-
posted) 

 Batteries*, Water filters*, tetra packs, 
and silver foil (go to Tesco) 

 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft). 
 Stamps/ milk bottle tops (SMSJ’s go to 

WADE; SJ’s to Nine Mile Ride School). 
Please spread the word.     Richard Owen      

 

* Robert Dyas also recycle these responsibly. 
~ 

It is now possible to recycle even more, ie: 
 Coffee bags/sachets from any make of 

beans, ground or instant coffee 
 Coffee jar lids 
 Any sweet biscuit wrappers 
 Any Tassimo cartridges & bags. 
 Flip top lids (only) from washing 

up bottles etc 
 Trigger spray tops from Liquid 

cleaner bottles 
Please either hand these items to Gill 
Coombs or add them to her collection box 
in St James’ Church Centre kitchen. 
 

 

The Parish of Finchampstead  
and California is proud to be a  
Fairtrade Parish.                                   
Both St James’ and St Mary &  
St John’s churches use Fair-                        
trade products for refreshments.   
They promote Fairtrade throughout the year 
by holding occasional stalls selling fair-
trade products after services.   
During Fair-trade Fortnight 2015 total sales 
and orders were £320-78. 

 

Change of address/

telephone/e-mail? 

Please let the Church 

Office know if any of 

your contact details 

change so we can 

keep our database  

up-to-date. E-mail: 

office@stjames. 

finchampstead.co.uk, 

tel: 0118 973 0133 

 

The Simple Lunch 
is a joint community 

venture between our own Parish and 
Finchampstead Baptist Church, which 
started in March last year.  Volunteers serve 
lunch at a minimal cost in St Mary & St John’s 
Parish Centre on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each 
month between 12 and 1.30pm. 
Meanwhile Tea & Chat continues as before on 
2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons between 2.00 
and 3.30pm in the Billing Avenue Centre, where 
folk can drop in for a chat, a cuppa and cake.   
The Finchampstead Food Bank is now up and 
running as a satellite of Crowthorne Food Bank 
(CFB).  The Parish’s donated items are usually 
taken to the CFB twice a week and at the same 
time food packs are collected for delivery to 
needy folk in Finchampstead.  The packs are  
given in exchange for vouchers which are            
obtained through local schools, medical and 
health care centre, children’s centre, community              
workers and churches. For more information on 
these schemes, please contact the Church Office  

 

Support your local Christian bookshop 
in Holme Grange Craft Village  

Simple Lunch, Tea & Chat, Food bank 

Crowthorne Foodbank has 
now moved to : 

Vineyard Church Centre, 
25 Wellington Business 
Park, Dukes Ride, 
Crowthorne, RG45 6LS.  
The opening hours are Mon 
and Thurs 12—2 
Details of their present re-
quirements are posted from 
time to time on our website. 



The Group, which has a Christian ethos 
and meets in St James’ Church Centre, 
is the place where young people can 

meet together and have fun with help from James, our Youth Worker, 
and our curate Rev Hannah.  It is open to those from Year 6-8  on Sun-
day evenings during term-time from 6pm till 7.30pm.   
For details of special events, check out  Facebook, our website (parish.finchampstead.co.uk) & 
the weekly pew/notice sheets. 
‘The Tuesday Night Thing’—a  monthly group for those in years 9—13 is normally on 
the first Tuesday of each month, meeting from 7—8.15pm at Rev Hannah’s house. 
Speak to her or James for details. 

CONTRAST 

Young People, Toddlers & Babies 
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Fledgelings is a wonderful group for babies and toddlers to meet, 
play, and grow together. Mothers’ Union members provide drinks 
and a listening ear to parents/carers and there are lots of opportu-
nities to have fun with your children. Each week there are stories 
and crafts and special services in the church at Easter, Harvest & 
Christmas, as well as some outdoor activities in the summer.   

Fledgelings meets from 1.45—3.45pm in term time at St James’ Church Centre.  More details 
from Beth Peat: beth@peat.me.uk 

St James’ Fledgelings  
Toddler & Baby Group 

 

St James’ Church Centre Breastfeeding Drop-in Group          
Tuesdays 12.30 – 2.00 pm.  Come along for support and information or just tea and a chat.  
Bumps, babies, siblings and mums welcome!  
(If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for partners/parents/friends too!)                                             
News!   Mums with babies under six weeks who live in Wokingham district 
may be able to access 1:1 support via ‘phone/text/home visit from the West 
Berkshire Peer Support Service. If you know a new mum who needs help please encourage 
her to contact us - tel: 07501 466818, e-mail readingpeersup-
port@breastfeedingnetwork.org.uk. 

BfN 

 

Palm Sunday at St Mary and St John’s 
We were very happy that Wonky the donkey managed to 
make his annual appearance to help us celebrate Palm Sun-
day.  Our Palm crosses come from the Gambia. 20,000 
crosses are made each year by children and young people to 
help raise funds to help support their Methodist Church Cir-
cuit. They gather the palm leaves, make the crosses, dry 

them and pack them in bags of 50. The crosses are not of uniform size - like the people who 
make them, and the congregations who receive them – there are small ones and big ones, 
light ones and dark ones, but each serves as an important purpose. They remind us of Jesus 
entering Jerusalem and of His wish to enter our hearts and lives.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NuIIXWrf5kSzJM&tbnid=MpGpuTykj1Ip3M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.herndonrocks.com%2Fsponsor.php&ei=WpfpUa79CMao0QWlpIHQCg&psig=AFQjCNGRuLGcSY6OM03u--2rsYhSwl_ciQ&ust=13743495301869
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If you need more information on any items in this newsletter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead. 
co.uk, telephone: 0118 973 0133, or check our website: parish.finchampstead.co.uk       

AT ST JAMES’ 
During 9.30am Service 
Breakout (age 7 - 11) 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays in term-time.    Leader : Karen Remmington 

This is proving to be one of our most popular clubs with a different             
format every Sunday in the month that it meets. 
1st Sunday : sport, craft, outside activity 
2nd Sunday : café style with a DVD, eg, the extremely  popular                
‘Veggie tales’ 

        4th Sunday : ‘Thinking Stuff Out’ 
 

Junior Leaders (age 11+++) 1st,2nd,4th,5th Sundays in term-time.  
Leader: Sam Khan 

This group is for young people in the early years of secondary school. 
They are following the CPAS Growing Leaders—Youth Programme.  
 
 
 

During 11.00am Service: 
Kidz Café (age 3 – 8) 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays: 10.45am-11.45am  Leader: Lisa Spooner 

  This group is also growing in numbers of regular attendees and is 
much appreciated. The sessions are based upon the Roots               
material linked to the Sunday readings and involve stories, games,   
activities, crafts and refreshments. The children enter church just           
before communion; and present their work just before the final hymn. 
 

 
Junior Contrast (age 8+)1st,3rd,4th,5th Sundays in term-time. 10.45am  

Leader : Revd Mark-Aaron.   Young Leader : Bertie Munn 
Intended to be a fun, action-filled youth group for children over the age 
of 8, and leading on to membership of CONTRAST (our senior youth 
group which meets on a Sunday evening).  
 

 
AT ST MARY & ST JOHN’S 
The Sunday Bunch 9.30am, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays 
 For children from birth up to young people, with toys and books always available for the very 

young 
 Activities in groups or as a whole follow the theme for the day, and include craft, 

games, discussion and sometimes food. We join our families in the Service, just 
before Communion 

 

 

WELCOMING,VARIED, FUN 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://faithinourfamilies.files.wordpress.com/2012/05/logo2.jpg&imgrefurl=https://faithinourfamilies.wordpress.com/about/&usg=__guAkEIjBWC7QgjgMLml0XykBgdY=&h=362&w=350&sz=30&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&tbnid=37jKxisrjTyyaM:&tbn


Family choices      continued 
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A choice for families at St Mary & St John’s  - continued 
 ALIVE@11—(1st Sunday of the month) 
 An informal all-age service with active 

participation by all age groups  
 Tea & coffee from 10.30am when there 

are also craft activities for children.  
 Lots of fun for all 

FAMILY COMMUNION—9.30am  
(3rd Sunday of the month) 
 A Communion service with a difference  
 Children are involved in all aspects of worship 
 Activities for them as well as toys for the little 

ones. 

Held in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre,  
Vicarage Close, Billing Avenue.* 

A crafty time !  A worship time !   
Some family time ! Lunchtime ! 
Next session : 11am until 1pm on Saturday  

9 May.  
On 11 July, Messy Church will be at the Fete   

 

Messy Church is a way for all ages to come together and to  
worship through lots of different activities. Sessions are held on the second Saturday of every 
other month, where we meet to do crafts together (varying from flower arranging and making 
paper airplanes, to decorating biscuits and using play dough), followed by a short worship 
time – and lunch!  
For more information e-mail Ashlyn Webster: ashlyn@web-hq.com or Beth Peat: 
beth@peat.me.uk 

 Themes and  

activities are 

linked to the 

seasons and 

special church 

festivals  

Rev’d Hannah’s ordination to the priesthood 
I have been here in the parish as deacon for almost a year now (!) and so the date for my 
ordination to the priesthood is fast approaching. I will be ordained, along with four other local 
curates, on Saturday 27th June at Reading Minster, at 11am. You are all very welcome to  
attend and it would be wonderful to have your support on the day.  
My first communion services will be the following Sunday, on 5th July, at both churches 
(9:30am SMSJ, 11am SJ) and this will be followed by a bring and share lunch at St James 
to which all are welcome. More information will follow nearer the time but I just wanted to get 
the date into your diaries! 
Thank you so much to everyone for making me and Matt so welcome here at SMSJ and SJ 
over the last year. We look forward to another few years here in Finchampstead and Califor-
nia! 
Revd Hannah 

Saturday 



St James’ Finchampstead Tower Bell Ringers -  
You’ve heard us from outside the church on Sunday mornings and at weddings and 
maybe on Wednesdays if you live close enough to the church. Now the evenings 
are getting lighter maybe some of you would like to come and see what it looks like 
from inside the ringing chamber and find out more about this traditional activity. 
 

We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm – 9pm and would love to welcome more ringers – 
both novice and experienced. Do come along and join us. Please call me in advance if you 
would like someone to meet you outside. On Sundays we ring from 10.30am for the 11am 
service. 
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact, 0118 973 3747.  

 

St James’ Choir News 
(Extract from Janice’s report to the Annual Church Meeting) 

Our choir has continued to thrive with some new members joining us. We have learnt some 
new repertoire, but it is always nice to sing some old favourites as well. The choir are a total-
ly committed team of people who lead and support the congregation in our worship to God. 
St James is so fortunate to have them and of course we are grateful to the support and ap-
preciation the community of St James gives us in return. Members of St Mary & St John’s 
have also sung at some events and we are pleased to share the closeness in our Common 
Worship. Thank you to Linda for her perseverance and many hours practising some of the 
tricky Anthems set. 
 

After Christmas, many choir members found the energy to perform at the All at Sea Concert 
in the Memorial Hall. In February, many also attended a further RSCM training event. 
 

We have also had some choir social events over the year, and several outings after Choir 
Practice. 
 

If you are interested in joining the choir, please do not hesitate to contact me via the church 
office or my mobile 07990500568.  
 

Rehearsals on Thursdays  
Juniors  7.15 - 8.30 
Adults  8.00 - 9.15 
 

Please contact me (Janice Devine) at Dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 

     Music 
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If you have not found what you are looking for,  or need more information about times,  
venues, etc, please contact the Church Office, by e-mail:  
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk   or telephone 0118 973 0133 



Talks on the Holy Spirit; Talk on the Stained Glass  
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THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
 

A series of four talks by Canon John Edwards looking at what the 

Bible says about the Holy Spirit and how that might open our 

eyes and hearts to the living and active power of God. 
 

The talks will cover (1) The Spirit of God in the Old Testament, 

(2) Jesus and the Spirit - the Gospels, (3) The Spirit and the 

Church - Beginnings (Acts), and (4) The Spirit and the Church - 

from Paul to now. 
 

The talks will take place on Tuesday evenings at St James' Church 

Centre RG40 4LU - May 5, 12, 19 and June 2 at 7.45 for 8pm to 

9.30. 
 

They will be repeated on Wednesday mornings - May 20, 27, June 

17, 24 at 11.15 to 12.30, also at SJCC. 

FRIENDS OF ST JAMES' FINCHAMPSTEAD 

ANNUAL SERVICE - SUNDAY 7 JUNE 2015 

6pm Choral Evensong 

7.00 Refreshments 

7.30 Talk by Rev'd Canon John Edwards: 

The Stained Glass of St James' Finchampstead  

The talk will include a guided tour of the windows, with 

background on the designers and on those commemo-

rated, and will conclude with a brief comparative study 

of some other local churches. 
 

Further details from the Parish Office on 0118 9730133. 



This year our attention is drawn to the plight of women in Ethiopia where climate change is 
making life tougher. 
Will you please support parish events and activities to raise funds for Christian Aid so its part-
ners can help to bring hope to the women and their families and others like them throughout 
the world. 
Each £150 raised is enough to buy a cow which will enable a woman to provide milk and but-
ter for her family. Any surplus can be sold to generate income to provide other necessities for 
the family. The woman's status in her community will be raised so her voice can be heard in 
community decision-making. Owning a cow helps to transform a family's life. 
Please consider how you can support CA Week 2015 here with prayer, time, cakes, funds, 
organising a team for Quizaid etc. 

Loving God, move us to walk with women in Ethiopia: 
as temperatures rise and patterns of rainfall shift, 

their pasture land is in danger, their livestock at risk. 
Let the hope we see in the gift of a cow be lasting. 

Let us stand with them. 
Mighty God, our lifestyles worsen climate change, 

the world's poorest suffer most. 
Shake us out of our comfort. 

Let our voices be like water in a dry land. 
Let our footsteps bring us closer to a world without climate change. 

Let our calls for justice move our leaders to act.  Amen 
 

 

For further information see www.caweek.org.uk , www.christianaid.org.uk and pew sheets 

in May. 

 
 

Sat. May 9th Quizaid evening SJ Church Centre 7.45pm 

Sun.May 10th CA  envelopes 
available 

Both churches   

Sun.May 10th Cake Sale SJ Church Centre After morning  
services 

Sun.10th-Sat.16th House to House 
Collection 

 Throughout parish   

Fri. May 15th Street Collection California Cross-
roads 

8.30am-3.30pm 

Sun. May 17th CA  envelopes 
available 

Both churches   

Christian Aid Week May 10th-16
th

 2015 
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http://www.ca.org.uk/
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
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Finchampstead & California  
  Mothers’ Union  
 

2015 ~ Theme for the year ~ “United in Prayer” 
Future Dates 
Mon May 11th  2 - 4pm     Committee Meeting. 
 

Thurs May 14th  2pm         Branch Meeting ~ Speaker Rev: Stephen Thatcher, Padre at 
Arborfield Garrison “The Importance of Prayer in the Army”. 

 

Weds May 20th  10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

Sun June 7th  10.30am Mothers' Union Cake Stall at SMSJ ~ fundraising for “Away 
From It All”.  Donation of cakes & preserves most welcome.  
Also MU enterprise table ~ gifts and cards. 

 

Thurs June  11th  2pm        Branch Meeting with our Wave of Prayer (please  bring your  
           copy of Focus which includes the  
         service). 
 

Tues June 16th  8pm  Summer Evening Meeting ~       
     “puddings and wine”  speaker tba.  
 

Weds June 17th  10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on  
        Mothers' Union. 
 

Thurs July 9th  2pm  Service in St James Church.   
    Followed by a cream tea in Church Centre. 
 

Sat July 11th  12-4pm MU Cake Stall at the Parish Fete.  All donations most  
            welcome. 
 

Weds July 15th  10am  Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union. 
 

Thurs Aug 13th  12.30 for 1pm Mary Sumner Bring and Share Lunch with raffle. 
 
All our meetings & services are held in the Church Centre unless otherwise stated.   
Everyone is most welcome to attend.                           Sarah Owen, (Branch Leader). 

Local meetings for 
women and men are 
held on the second 
Thursday of each 
month at 2pm in            

St James’ Church  
Centre, usually with   

a speaker and 
 afternoon tea 

 

 Ladies Breakfasts  We meet half-termly on a Saturday morn-
ing in the Church Centre, 9  - 10am (setting up from 8.45 and clear-
ing up from 10 for those who can help) for fellowship, continental 
breakfast and a ‘thought for the day/week’.   
We welcome newcomers of all ages. Next Breakfast dates are 16 
May and 20 June.   carolynfox@aol.com  01189732262 



Opportunities to get together 
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From 2.00 till 3.30pm on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the 
month in St Mary &  St John’s Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.   
 A social occasion for anyone living locally to pop in, sit 
down and relax over a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.   
Everyone, all ages, welcome.   

Tea And Chat  

 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Those taking a sunny stroll past St James' on Easter Saturday morning found the church 
bustling with activity. The aisle was full of buckets of flowers and foliage as window 
ledges, baskets and pedestals were once again adorned with arrangements ready for 
Easter Sundays celebrations. The church community had been generous in their 
sponsorship of remembrance lilies, which were incorporated in the arrangements and the 
children of Fledgelings provided multi coloured paper hand cut outs that we made into a 
spring basket of flowers. 
Looking forward, flowers will now be in church every week until Advent at the end of 
November. There are several weddings, anniversaries, baptisms and a workshop on 
church flowers booked for Finchampstead Flower Club in July. Help is always welcome 
whether arranging, watering, providing foliage, fund raising etc. If you would like to join us 
please contact Denise Adams via the church office. 

St James’ Flower Arrangers 

The Flower Arranging Team at St Mary & St John’s would also welcome new members. 



    Thankfulness by Leslie Heminway 
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A long time ago I read the following which now completes the cycle of my 2 previous articles - 
‘Good and Evil’ and ‘True and False self’.  
Leslie Heminway 
 

  The major key-notes of the New Testament which should resound in our practice of pen-
ance are the victory of God in Christ over sin and death, on the Cross and at the Resurrec-
tion; and the consequent outpouring of the Holy Spirit to empower all believers in Christ to 
resist sin and overcome evil with good. 
  Therefore, I believe it would be more in keeping with the spirit of the Gospel if, when we are 
stumped for finding new sins to confess, we were quick to thank God for seeing us through 
and saving us. Give thanks, carry on, expect Christ to stay with us and hold us on course  
What are the marks of the truly penitent? 
  One mark is an absence of fuss about their failures. They are more interested in what God 
can create from acknowledged failure.  
  A second is a refusal to be discouraged even by their serious lapses.  
  A third is that they do not go back remorsefully to moan over the past once they have asked 
for God’s forgiveness. ‘Ask . . . and receive.’  
  A fourth is liveliness, a spiritedness, because the well-springs of life within them have been 
released.  
  A fifth is confidence because they have discovered that Christ is reliable whereas they 
themselves are not. How quickly he raises them up after a fall when they turn to him in peni-
tence!  
  A sixth is the humble awareness of living always under the Divine Mercy; as one person de-
scribed it, it is ‘knowing that my state is ever and always one that calls for mercy.’  
  A seventh is looking more at God and the signs of the Kingdom than at themselves. They 
look up more than down. This gives them an orientation towards the future. 
  The truly penitent are content to leave it to God to make them whole eventually. They see 
that their healing is but a tiny part of the New Creation in Christ. Their healing or perfecting 
will only be complete within the greater Whole, when God shall be all in all and when the 
Kingdom shall come in fullness. Happy are those who leave it at that!  

Author is unknown 

Concerts at All Saints Church Wokingham 
J.S.Bach and Family Wednesday 27 May at 8pm  Music for Awhile  - Margaret Faultless (baroque 
violin) and Terence Charlston (harpsichord) Two of the titans of baroque music play works by members of 
the Bach family, including the G major violin sonata by the master himself. 
 

 Scrapbook of a Baroque Harpist Wednesday 24 June at 8pm  Kirsty Whatley (baroque harp) 
The audiences will be enchanted by the sounds of the baroque harp and the renaissance triple harp, as 
Kirsty plays music by Frescobaldi, Strozzi, Kapsperger and others. 
 

 Tickets for each concert: £12.50 (or £14 on the door). Under 19s can come free 
For details and tickets please visit:  http://www.wokinghamconcerts.co.uk/concerts.html 

http://www.wokinghamconcerts.co.uk/concerts.html


The biennial Church Fete  
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Finchampstead and California  

Parish Fete  

 

  

Saturday 11th July 2015  
12.00 midday to 4.00 pm  

Finchampstead Memorial Park  
 

 Enjoy the topsy-turvy world of Alice in Wonderland,  
a great afternoon for the whole family!  

Hog roast  
Homemade cakes  

Grand Draw, Raffle, Silent Auction  
Brass band and attractions  

Games, tombola, toys, plants and books  
Offers of help, prizes and donations welcome  

www.parish.finchampstead.co.uk  
 

 We need your help  
Please let us know how you can help at the Fete:  

 

not both?);  

sorship;  

 

-a-brac, plants, cuddly toys, nearly 
new childrens’ clothes;  

 

 
or in any other way that you can think of …  
Thank you very much!  
 
Speak to Marjorie Stalker, Gill Kennington, Jeremy Allcock or contact 
Louise Westphalen - 07780 663923, louise@qsuk.com.  
 
 

Copies of this           
Newsletter are  avail-
able at our Churches 
and Centres.  
Please take one for 
those unable to  
collect their own. 
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Report from the Annual Church Meeting on 21 April 
The first task was to elect churchwardens for the next 12 months. Richard Peat did not wish 
to be considered for re-election so a new face had to be found. We were pleased to elect a 
young but already very faithful member of St James’ congregation, Joanne Myall. She will 
join Ed Sampson from St James and Sharon White and Marjorie Stalker from St Mary & St 
John’s who were all re-elected for a further 12 months. 
The accounts and annual report for the year to 31 Dec 2014 were presented as were reports 
on the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments of the parish, the revised Electoral Roll (now 480 
members) and a Deanery Synod report. 
Five members of PCC had come to the end of their term of office.  Barbara Brice, Kate 
Meads and Ashlyn Webster were re-elected for the next three years; Richard Peat was elect-
ed to PCC having stood down as churchwarden and Louise Goldring was elected as a new 
PCC member. 
Rev Julie spoke about the process of renewing the Parish Vision and encouraged everyone 
to complete a parish audit that would help the clergy in their deliberations.  A Vision Day is 
planned for 6 June (look out for details).    Carolyn Fox, PCC Secretary 

St James’ Churchyard 
There are various actions going on in the churchyard.  We are cutting back some hollies and 
laurel trees that have sprung up among our ancient oak trees, causing stress to the oaks.  
We are leaving the stumps so that they can be managed better.  Their roots will then remain 
useful in holding up the bank.   We intend to cut the cost of maintenance by organising the 
graves for direct mowing.  This means removing the humps and filling the dips, so that mow-
ers can have a straight run.  Also we will be encouraging reducing the amount of planting 
and decoration on graves.  (The rules for a village churchyard only allow one vase of flowers 
~ near the headstone).  If necessary we can make a flower bed for flowers in memory of 
loved ones instead.  It would probably be somewhere near the 'Preaching Cross' on the 
West (right) side of the main path from the main gate. 
 

The extension ground should be level & nearly ready now ~ but we still await the decision of 
the council on their “change of use” rules. 
 

As always a big 'thank you' for all the generous giving 
to the Churchyard Trust 'Teas' and Number Squares 
for a voucher which are raising funds for the Church-
yard Extension. 
 

The next 'Tea' is provisionally on the 14th October, 
2015. 
 

Richard Owen Churchyard Committee Chair. .  

 



Mission Committee report Spring 2015 
Our team – Julia Arscott (chair) Sarah Booth, Liz Edwards, Becky Head, Chris Ilsley, 

Pam Smith, Hugh Wakeling, and Ian Woolston. 
The Mission Charity & World concern group would like to thank our congregation for ena-
bling us to support our charities by donating 10% of all freewill giving. For 2014 we had 
£15400 to distribute which has been divided as follows:- £3500 to our four main charities 
Mityana Charity, Bible Society, CIRDIC, and CMS, £200 to Barkham Sickness and Relief 
Fund, £600 to Mothers’ Union Overseas Charity, £600 to Stepping Stones (Faith Group in 
Reading).  Over and above that, during the Advent and Christmas period we also collected 
£1,652.42 including gift aid at Christingle services for the Children’s Society, £172.21 for 
Barnardos through St Mary & St John one card appeal, and £225 for Christian Aid from St 
James card on the tree appeal. Many toys were also donated for Barnados Christian Bikers 
toy run which Rev Mark Aaron took part in.  There is a lot more information about our chari-
ties on our website, and also news on the Mission Notice board at St James so do take a 
look. 
We are hoping to take a small group to visit our CMS partners Kim and Kailean and have a 
look at their community projects. If anyone is interested do speak to one of our team. 
Christian Aid Week is coming up and once again we are looking for volunteers to do house 
to house collections, a collection at California crossroads and contributions of cakes for a 
cake stall at St James on 10th May. Please contact Pam Smith or Chris Driver if you are 
able to help. 

 

Mission & Prayer 
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If you are interested in joining  
the Parish Bible Reading  
Notes scheme, contact  
Chris Markham, telephone: 
0118 973 3238; e-mail:  
markham@longwaterfs.co.uk. 

Prayertime  A small, 

friendly, relaxed group of 
people meet in my home on 
the fourth Thursday of each 
month except December to 
pray for issues which concern us, 
both globally and personally.  
Revd Hugh Wakeling and I take 
turns to lead the evening, the 
shape of which takes many forms.  
Anything shared within the group 
is confidential.  
Future Dates: May 28th 2015, June 25th 
2015, July 23rd 2015, August 27th 2015 

Paula Vicary.   
E-mail: 
paulavicary@googlemail.com 

 

A prayer for Pentecost   
Spirit of life 
Fill our emptiness with your fullness 
Spirit of power 
Stir our hearts afresh  
Spirit of love 
Touch us, and through us, our neighbour 
Spirit of Creativity 
Enable and empower the gifts you have given 
Spirit of Eternity 
Draw us ever deeper into your Kingdom. 
Amen 

mailto:markham@longwaterfs.co.uk


Ministry Team 
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Rector Revd Julie Ramsbottom 0118 973 2102 COMMUNION AT HOME               

If you or anyone you know is 

unable to get to St James’ or 

St Mary & St John’s Church 

for a period of time and would 

like to receive Communion at 

home or in hospital, please 

contact the Church Office to 

advise. Thank you 

Associate Priest Revd Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 

Associate Priest Revd Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 

Curate Revd Brynn Bayman  

Curate Revd Hannah Higginson  0118 973 4393  

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott  

Youth & Family Worker Mr James Lawbuary  

 

Churchwardens:               
St James                                    

Miss Joanne Myall 07908757254  joannemyall@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr Ed Sampson 0118 973 2069 ed@sampsononline.co.uk 

Churchwardens:          
St Mary & St John                

Mrs Sharon White 0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com 

Mrs Marjorie Stalker 01344 779636 marjoriestalker@hotmail.com 

 

Commit to meeting needs of the sick, 

lonely, bereaved, housebound 

Attain highest standards in listening, 

confidentiality and 
response 

Respect for those  

supported regardless  
of religion/faith values 

Encourage by example 

 

.   

  A  
Pentecost 

Symbol 

Can Someone help? 
We  still urgently need a Press/Publicity Officer to get articles about our churches and 
parish events into the media.  Talk to Richard Peat if you feel you can help with this. 
 
Also: Charitable Organisation Adviza seeking volunteers to support young people to 
help them achieve greater things in life. 
The department titled Independent Support specifically helps Parents with Children who 
have special needs and now needs more volunteers to work in the community across East 
Berkshire. More details on our and their website. Web: www.adviza.org.uk 

http://www.adviza.org.uk/

