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THE PARISH OF FINCHAMPSTEAD & CALIFORNIA
Rev Hannah’s Letter
In the last few weeks we have been working on part of our
Parish Vision, ‘to nurture and develop faith’ and so we have
been looking at prayer and ways in which we might grow our
own living faith. As we enter into Lent this theme of growing
our faith continues.
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This Lent we will be exploring some of the Big Questions that
face us as we live out our faith in the world. On Sundays in
Lent, and this will be echoed in our Tuesday evening Lent
talks, we will be exploring big questions such as Science and
God: can you have both? and Suffering and God: how can an
all-loving, all-powerful God allow suffering?. As Christians it is
important that we face up to and reflect on these big questions
in order to give our faith room to grow. Some of these topics
may also appeal to atheist or agnostic friends or spouses, so
do feel free to invite along anyone who is interested. Our new
format for our Tuesday evening talks is café style and should
allow for plenty of time for group discussion and questions.
Also in Lent there is the opportunity to sign up to a local 5
week house group exploring, in the comfort of someone’s
home, some of the themes emerging from the popular musical,
now film, Les Misérables.
Do sign up on the sheet and put in your diary Thursday 11th
February which launches the house groups with a film night at
St James’.

Finally there is our Parish Quiet Day on Saturday 5th March. This is to be held at Ascot Priory
and is an excellent opportunity for a few hours of quiet prayer and reflection, interspersed
with a number of addresses and a Eucharist. It would be great to see as many as possible
come along to this day as the opportunity for a few hours of silence comes about so rarely.
Rev’d Hannah
(Full details of Lent 2016 on page 6)
Other Opportunities for Prayer
There is now the opportunity to gather for prayer each weekday morning. On Wednesdays,
this will be part of the usual Midweek Communion, but Morning Prayer at 9.30am now takes
place at St James’ on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays (except Bank Holidays).
See the calendar for dates.
(Please note: During Lent the Monday morning
session is from 9-10am,for silent prayer—come in and leave when you wish.)
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Caring for Others and God’s World

Charity Support
For information on the charities we support, look on our notice board in SJ lobby and on our
Website at http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk/community/charities-we-support/
Caring for the world

Green Team

‘The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of

it.’ (Genesis 2:15)
The Green Team is one of the PCC sub-committees and is open for anyone in the congregation to join. We aim to encourage and support the care of God’s world.
Following on from a review of the church energy bills and cutting our energy usage, in 2016
the Green Team are concentrating on recycling and developing green initiatives within the
Churchyard and Churchyard Extension.
If anyone is interested in joining the Green Team, or has any ideas that the team might help
advance, please contact Richard Owen via the Church office
(office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk & 0118 9730133)
Looking to declutter for the spring? Don’t just throw your old stuff away!
You can recycle your unwanted items by passing them on to someone who wants them at
www.freecycle.org and www.recycle.co.uk
Sell your stuff at www.gumtree.com or www.ebay.co.uk
Otherwise you could donate to local charity shops, or place unwanted items into charity bins,
available for clothes, shoes, books, DVDs. Old and broken jewellery can be recycled through
Traidcraft, please see their website for more information www.traidcraft.co.uk/recycling
FAIR-TRADE FORTNIGHT : This year’s theme -Sit down for breakfast, stand up for
farmers.
During FAIR-TRADE FORTNIGHT from Feb.29th to March 13th 2016 a range of Traidcraft
products will be on sale at SMSJ on Sunday February 28th and at SJ on Sunday March
13th.
Many of the farmers and workers in Africa, Asia, Central and Latin America work hard but do
not earn enough to feed themselves and their families all through the year. Fair-trade helps
such people to earn a sustainable income and they can invest the fair-trade premium in vital
community, business and environmental projects.
For more details see www.fair-trade foundation.org,uk
The final due date for copy for the May - July ’16 Newsletter is Friday 15 April. Please send
your contributions to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk. Copies will be distributed in our
churches and centres from Sunday 1 May and be on the website IN COLOUR by that date.
Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fox

Environment
Go Green

~

Community
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Simple Lunch, Tea & Chat, Food bank

The Simple Lunch
is a joint community
St James’ Church Centre
venture between our own Parish and
and St Mary & St John’s
Finchampstead Baptist Church, which
Parish Centre. Recycling
started in March 2014. Volunteers serve lunch
boxes are available for:
at a minimal cost in St Mary & St John’s Parish
 Tea, coffee and fruit
Centre on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month
skins (these are composted)
between 12 and 1.30pm for anyone in the com Batteries*, Water filters*, tetra packs,
munity who wishes to come.
and silver foil (go to Tesco)
Meanwhile Tea & Chat continues as before on
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft).
2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons between 2.00
 Stamps and milk bottle tops (at St Mary
and 3.30pm in the Billing Avenue Centre, where
& St John’s go to WADE; and at St
James’ to Nine Mile Ride School).
folk can drop in for a chat, a cuppa and cake.
Please spread the word. Richard Owen The Finchampstead Food Bank is a satellite of
* Robert Dyas also recycle these responsibly.
Crowthorne Food Bank (CFB) - see address be~
low to take donations. We also support WokingIt is now possible to recycle even more, ie:
ham Food Bank.
 Coffee bags/sachets from any make of
……………………………………………………………………………………….
beans, ground or instant coffee
Advance Notice - There will be a pre-Christian
 Danone yoghurt pots (washed please)
Aid Week Discovery Event on Sat. April 16th at
 Coffee jar lids
7.30pm in St.James Church Centre.
 Any baby wipe packets
More details will follow in pewsheets nearer the
 Any sweet biscuit wrappers
date.
 Any Tassimo cartridges & bags.
Please either hand these items to Gill
Support your local Christian bookshop
Coombs or add them to her collection box
in Holme Grange Craft Village
in St James’ Church Centre kitchen.

Recycling facilities at

The Parish of Finchampstead
and California is proud to be a
Fairtrade Parish.
Both St James’ and St Mary &
St John’s churches use Fairtrade products for refreshments, and promote Fairtrade throughout the year.
Traidcraft stalls are also held from time to
time. And each year we join in special
events for Fairtrade fortnight, (see page 2)
with our two churches each holding a stall
after Services to promote and sell Fairtrade
products.

Change of address/
telephone/e-mail?
Please let the Church
Office know if any of
your contact details
change so we can
keep our database
up-to-date. E-mail:
office@stjames.
finchampstead.co.uk,
tel: 0118 973 0133

Crowthorne Foodbank is
now at :
Vineyard Church Centre,
25 Wellington Business
Park, Dukes Ride,
Crowthorne, RG45 6LS.
The opening hours are Mon
and Thurs 12—2
Details of their present requirements are posted from
time to time on our website.
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Young People, Toddlers, Families & Babies

The Group, which has a Christian ethos
and meets in St James’ Church Centre,
is the place where young people can
meet together and have fun with help from James, our Youth Worker,
and our curate Rev Hannah. It is open to those from Year 6-13 on
Sunday evenings during term-time from 6pm till 7.30pm. For details of
special events, check out Facebook, our website (parish.finchampstead.co.uk) & the weekly
pew/notice sheets. On the 2nd Sunday evening of each month, Contrast begins in
the Contemporary Worship service in church and then continues in the Centre.
Also, regular trips out for Years 9—13 (Next is to Gravity Force on 5 March).

CONTRAST

St James’ Fledgelings Fledgelings baby and toddler group is a safe haven in a hectic

week. We have a large, well-equipped playroom and enjoy stories,
songs and crafts. A drink and snack is provided for the children
and while they are distracted, mums, dads, carers get some
peace, tea, and freshly made cake. There is a small charge of £1.50 per family, half of which
goes towards running the group, the other half to charity.
Contact Mim Metcalfe at mimmetcalfe@hotmail.co.uk for more information
Toddler & Baby Group

Saturday

Held in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre,
Vicarage Close, Billing Avenue, RG40 4JW.

Themes and
activities are

A crafty time ! A worship time ! linked to the
Some family time ! Lunchtime ! seasons and

Next sessions : 11am until 1pm on Saturdays
12 March & 14 May.

special church

festivals

Messy Church is a way for all ages to come together, do lots of different activities (from
flower arranging and making paper airplanes, to decorating biscuits and using play dough),
followed by a short worship time – and lunch!
For more information e-mail Ashlyn Webster: ashlyn@web-hq.com or Beth Peat:
beth@peat.me.uk
St. James’ Church Centre Breastfeeding Drop-in Group
Tuesdays 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm
Come along for Support and information or just tea and a chat
Bumps, babies, siblings & mums welcome!
(If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for partners/
parents/friends too!)

Family choices—Sunday clubs
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AT ST JAMES’
During 9.30am Service
Breakout (age 7 upwards) 1st, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays in term-time.
This is proving to be one of our most popular clubs with a different
format every Sunday in the month that it meets.
All together initially and then dividing into two age groups for activities

During 11.00am Service:
Kidz Café (age 3 – 8) Every Sunday in term-time: 10.45am-11.45am
This group is also growing in numbers of regular attendees and is
much appreciated. The sessions are based upon the Roots
material linked to the Sunday readings and involve stories, games,
activities, crafts and refreshments. The children enter church just
before communion; and present their work just before the final hymn.

Junior Contrast (age 8+)Every Sunday in term-time. 10.45am
Leader : Revd Mark-Aaron.
Intended to be a fun, action-filled youth group for children over the age
of 8, and leading on to membership of CONTRAST (our senior youth
group which meets on a Sunday evening).

………………………………………………………………………..
AT ST MARY & ST JOHN’S
The Sunday Bunch 9.30am, 2nd, 4th, 5th Sundays
WELCOMING,VARIED, FUN
 For children from birth up to young people, with
toys and books always available for the very young
 Activities in groups or as a whole follow the theme for the day, and include craft,
games, discussion and sometimes food. We join our families in the Service, just
before Communion

Also at St Mary & St John’s:
ALIVE@11—(1st Sunday of the month)
An informal all-age service with active
participation by all age groups
 Tea & coffee from 10.30am when there
are also craft activities for children.
 Lots of fun for all


FAMILY COMMUNION—9.30am
(3rd Sunday of the month)
 A Communion service with a difference
 Children are involved in all aspects of worship
 Activities for them as well as toys for the little
ones.

If you need more information on any items in this newsletter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.
co.uk, telephone: 0118 973 0133, or check our website: parish.finchampstead.co.uk

Lent 2016
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God and the Big Questions

This lent our annual lent talks are taking a slightly different format. The
talks will be café-style and will involve hearing from a local speaker,
followed by refreshments and table discussion and then the opportunity to
ask any questions you may have.
This year we are exploring some of the big questions that are faced by
Christians and those exploring the idea of ‘God’. Do come along, and invite your friends –
Christian or atheist – for an interesting evening of exploration and discussion.
16th February
- Revd Graeme Fancourt
Old and New: is the God of the New Testament incompatible with the God of the Old?
23rd February
- Revd Lorraine Colam
Suffering and God: how can an all-loving, all-powerful God allow suffering?
1st March
- Revd Liz Radcliffe
Science and God: can you have both?
8th March
- Fr Peter Day
The spiritual and the physical: what does it mean to believe in a God we cannot see?
15th March - Revd Richard Christopher
Other faiths: is there only one way to God?
7:30pm – 9pm at St James’ Church Centre, Finchampstead
……………………………………………………………………………………………………..

During Lent we also have our Parish Quiet Day on Saturday 5th March at Ascot Priory.
The day will consist of several addresses, a Eucharist, and plenty of time/ space for silence
and prayer. The cost is £15 each for the day and includes lunch and the use of the Priory and
its extensive grounds. Everyone is welcome, please sign up on the sheet and pay through the
church office as soon as you are able. For more information please speak to Revd Hannah.

Lent Housegroups in conjunction with Churches Together in Crowthorne (CTC)

We begin with a film night to watch the whole of Les Misérables, at
St James Church Centre on Thursday 11th February, 7pm-9:30pm.
Alternatively, please make sure that you see the film before you come to the house groups.
There will be three house groups starting in the week beginning 15th February:
Day
Monday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Time
Evening
Afternoon
Evening

Location
Crowthorne
Crowthorne
Finchampstead

Please find details and sign up in the Church Centre with your preferences or contact the
Church Office.

Making Music
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Choir News
St James’ Choir has had a busy Christmas, I do hope you have had a chance to listen to us
during the services. Our pub carol singing earned £250 for the Air Ambulance. Thank you to
Matt Sampson for giving Linda a well earned rest on Christmas Day.
We are now starting our preparation for Easter. Our Good Friday Singing will include John
Rutter’s Requiem. Please also note we have a joint concert at St James on 13th February with
Bearwood Opera who rehearse at St James on Tuesday nights. This will include a supper.

I would like to recruit some new Junior members to our choir as some older Juniors are moving to the Adult choir.
Our Juniors are encouraged to learn to read music, study famous composers and take medal
tests and exams when ready, following the Voice for Life Scheme. They take pride in being
part of leading worship at St James and even get paid a fee each time they attend depending
on experience.
Being a choir member enhances musical learning and builds confidence applicable to all other
areas of life. The younger Juniors will be supported by more senior Juniors who have at least
Grade 5 in an instrument and Grade 5 Theory. At Christmas the choir sings at Wellington College and there are other opportunities to sing in prestigious places such as Oxford Cathedral.
The commitment we need from you in terms of time is:
Years 4 (aged 7-9) and below 7.15 - 8pm Thursday night
Years 5 and 6 (aged 10+) and above 7.15 – 8.30pm Thursday night with a tea break
7.45-8pm.
All choristers sing at the 11am service at St James each Sunday (arrive by 10.40).
Younger choristers are welcome to go to children’s Sunday activities and then rejoin the choir
towards the end of the service.
If you know of a child who likes singing, please contact
Janice Devine dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
Mobile 07990500568

St James’ Finchampstead Tower Bell Ringers
We enjoyed ringing for the midnight mass and Christmas day service and the year
has now come round again and we have rung for the first wedding of the year. Our
new ringers have started to ring with us for Sunday services, which is great news. In
April and June all bellringers have been asked to ring to celebrate the
Queen’s 90th birthday and we are looking forward to that.
We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm – 9pm and would love to welcome
more ringers – both novice and experienced. Do come along and join us. Please call
me in advance if you would like someone to meet you outside.
On Sundays we ring from 10.30am for the 11am service.
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747
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Social and Fundraising

News from St. James’ Social and Fundraising Committee and some
dates for your diaries for 2016
Christmas Hamper and Christmas Cake Raffle
The raffle was well supported and just over £300 was raised for the church
flower fund. Julia Arscott was the lucky winner of the hamper and Chris Driver
won the Christmas cake. Thank you to everyone for your support.
Musical Concert – Saturday 13th February, starting at 7.30pm.
St James’ Choir are joining with Opera at Bearwood for an evening of Opera and
Sacred Music. The concert will take place in church and a finger buffet will be
served during the interval. Tickets £10 each are available after Sunday Services
or call the Parish Office on 0118 973 0133.
Quiz with Supper - Saturday 27th February, starting at 7.30pm
Back by popular demand a quiz with a two course supper, the evening will also include some musical interludes and will take place in St James’ Church Centre.
Tickets £12 each are available after Sunday Services or call the Parish Office on
0118 973 0133. Come as a team of 6 or make up a team with others on the night.
St. James’ Patronal Festival Weekend - 15th 16th and 17th July
Flower Festival, Musical Evening, plus the church tower will be open with our usual
cream teas etc. We are still in the planning stages but more details to follow.
Sue, Chris, Chris, Gill, Sue, Jane, Mo, Nicky, Sarah
(St. James’ Social and Fundraising Team)

Hitting the Headlines—Celebrities in our midst

Our Director of Music (Janice Devine) was recently interviewed by Saga Magazine
regarding her role at Christmas. There was a photoshoot for the article and some of the
choristers are featured in the Magazine and one chorister was on the front page. The
Juniors were treated to a Photoshoot day out at the Wintershall Estate near Guildford.
Janice was in make up for 45 minutes, each minute making her look younger of
course! (Editor: her words not mine) Juniors only required one brush. The article has
been read by local residents as far away as South Africa and is displayed in the Church
Centre.
(From the Editor: My mum was thrilled to read about our choir and showed me her
magazine at Christmas. Janice modestly didn’t think many would be interested. I think
we should be very proud to read about them, don’t you? Well done, Janice. I’ve got the
magazine too if anyone would like to read it. )

Flower Arranging; Fixing the date of Easter?
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After decking the church with glorious Christmas arrangements, St James' flower arrangers
are already starting to put their thinking caps on to find a suitable theme for this year’s Flower
Festival in July. Watch this space for more information. The festival weekend is July 15th to
17th and we hope you’ll put it in your diaries to pay a visit.
As always, a big thank you to everyone who supported the team during the year either by
provision of foliage for our arrangements or buying tickets for the Christmas hamper and cake
raffle which boosted our funds greatly. Flowers and foliage are expensive to buy so this
support is invaluable if we want to continue to have flowers in church week by week and for
major festivals. Thank you.
Once again there will be the opportunity to sponsor the Easter lilies, this time at both
churches, in memory of loved ones. Details to follow.
If you would like to join our team or offer your help in any way please contact Denise Adams
via the Church Office.
………………………………………………………………...
Christmas Arrangement and crib at St Mary & St John’s

Both churches have flower arranging teams who would love to welcome others to join them.
Contact the Church Office for information or to offer donations of flowers, foliage or money.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
A fixed date for Easter? Watch this space.
At present, Easter falls on the first Sunday following the first full moon after the vernal equinox around March 21. This means it can fall on any Sunday between March 22 and April 25 .
Archbishop Welby said Anglican leaders have voted to join discussions with the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches to set an annual date. He indicated that the change could happen
in the next five to 10 years. “I would love to see it before I retire," he said but prompted laughter as he added: "Equally, I think the first attempt to do this was in the 10th century ."

Opportunities to get together
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Finchampstead & California
Mothers’ Union
This year, Mothers’ Union celebrates 140 years since its founding by Mary Sumner in 1876.
The theme for the year is ‘A Celebration of Faith’.
Dates for this quarter:
Thurs Feb 11th 2pm
Branch Meeting – AGM + Revd Mark-Aaron speaks about his ‘leap
of faith’
th
Weds Feb 17 10am Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers’ Union
Tues March 1st 7pm

Service at St John’s Crowthorne; preacher Bishop Andrew

Fri March 4th 10.30am Women’s World Day of Prayer at SMSJ Parish Centre
Thurs March 10th 2pm Branch Meeting – speaker Andy Knight on ‘Dementia’
+ MU Enterprises stall (cards and other MU goods)
Weds March 15th 10am Holy Communion with emphasis on
Mothers’ Union
Monday April 4th 11am Lady Day Service at Gerrards Cross
+ Spring Meeting at 1pm
Thurs April 14th 2pm

Branch Meeting – includes the ‘Wave of
prayer’

Weds April 20th 10am

Holy Communion with emphasis on
Mothers’ Union

Local meetings for
women and men are
held on the second
Thursday of each
month at 2pm in
St James’ Church
Centre, usually with
a speaker and
afternoon tea

Other future dates for your diary:
Sundays May 1st (SMSJ) and May 15th (SJ) Cake sales for ‘Away from it all’, holidays for
disadvantaged families + MU Enterprises stall of cards and other goods.
Wed June 29th 7.30pm Evening Meeting with cheese & wine + speaker Judith Witting.
All of our meetings and services take place in St James’ Church Centre unless otherwise
stated. Everyone is most welcome to attend.
Sarah Owen, (Branch Leader).

Ladies Breakfasts

We meet half-termly on a Saturday morning in the
Church Centre, 9 - 10am (setting up from 8.45am and clearing up from 10am
for those who can help) for lots of friendly chat over dishes of delicious fruit
salad, yoghurt, continental breakfast followed by a short ‘thought for the day/week’.
We welcome newcomers of all ages. Next Breakfast date is 19 March. If you can come,
just let me know so I can provide enough breakfast. I look forward to seeing you.
Carolyn Fox
carolynfox@aol.com
01189732262

Opportunities to get together
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TGC - THURSDAY GARDENING CLUB: More volunteers needed.
Churchyard Maintenance:
The summer has gone, we battled with the LEAVES and now we are just a bit waterlogged
with a cold few weeks ahead.
So what we do is to wrap up and undertake active jobs to keep warm…
We attempted to economise on grass cutting by holding back on the last cutting, but with the
warm wet weeks so far experienced the grass has kept on growing and it is now far longer
than we would have wished!!!
We are currently concentrating on cleaning and oiling the bench seats, keeping ivy/mosses
off the walls and other jobs whilst dodging the rain…
Churchyard Extension: February 2016, weather providing, will see a restart on the
Churchyard extension. Much of the tree and shrub clearing is done but still more to do. Now
we can see the ‘lie-of-the-land’ (literally) we are starting to detail the routes of the paths and
hearse turnaround area and the position of the new gate, the route of the water supply to a
new watering can standpipe facility and where to economically
connect to a point of supply.
Fund raising continues and we
are approx. a third of the way to
the target of £40,000. So very
Extension so far
many thanks to all who have Extension Approach
contributed…(more detail on fundraising on Page 12)
Come and HELP and KEEP FIT!!!
Ed Sampson Jan 2016
Call; 0118 973 2069 or Email ed@sampsononline.co.uk
From 2.00 till 3.30pm
on the 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays of the month
in St Mary & St John’s
Speaker: Lord Michael Farmer on "Is it a
rich man's world?" A founding partner of Parish Centre, Billing Avenue. A social occasion
for anyone living locally to pop in, sit down and
Red Kite Capital Management hedge
funds, his talk will be on the basis of hav- relax over a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.
ing worked in the City for 50 years, its em- Everyone, all ages, welcome.
phasis on money and success, and how
that shapes up against his long standing If you have not found what you are looking for,
Christian faith. Cost £10.00 per head. or need more information about times, venues,
etc, please contact the Church Office, by e-mail:
Contact Harry Row urgently to book or
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
for details/arranging transport 01189730556 or telephone 0118 973 0133
Men’s Breakfast At Reading Bluecoat
School -Saturday 13th February

harryrow@btinternet.com
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Midterm Mayhem , Churchyard Extension

HALFTERM MIDWAY MAYHEM
Wednesday 17th Feb, 10.00am-3.00pm

A day of events to brighten up your family's half term.
10:00-12:00

Sporty challenges to set your pulses racing

12:00-1:00pm Lunch and discussion to get your brains thinking
1:00-3:00pm

Crafty activities to let your creativity fly

Come for lunch and one activity or stay all day!
£3 a child/session or £5 all day. (Adults free)
Donations for lunch encouraged.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Reserve a space: jameslawbuary@yahoo.com or contact the Church Office

Churchyard Extension and its Funding
A Churchyard Extension leaflet, available from the Church Office or in the Centre, explains
the work in more detail and gives a plan of the new area. Do pick one up.
Donations can be Gift Aided and cheques should
be made out to: “Helen Taylor Churchyard Trust”
and sent to Ed Sampson c/o St James Church
Office, Manor House, Church Lane, Finchampstead, RG40 4LU. Contact Ed for further
information on tel. 0118 973 2069 or email
ed@sampsononline.co.uk

CYT

Report from Uganda by Rev Hugh Wakeling
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I visited Mityana in Oct/Nov 2015 and began by visiting Nabukenya Primary School which is
going well under the leadership of Richard the new Head Teacher. Earlier in the year the Parish of Finchampstead and California had given money for bunk beds in the two dormitories
and for “eco” stoves to go in the new kitchen. Some of these are pictured below:
Boys Dormitory left
Eco Stoves below

The aim is now to make the school self-sufficient. So the children now pay small school fees
to help to pay the teachers. The Uganda part of Mityana Charity has started a Pig Unit, to
raise funds for the school. This started in February 2015 and is going well:

Richard the Head Teacher with Geoffrey and Hugh

First litter of piglets

So what else is the Mityana Charity doing? We now sponsor over 200 school children and
university students by paying their tuition fees. Most of these would not be able to go to
school at all, if some kind person in the UK did not volunteer to pay their fees.
Mityana Charity is having quite an impact on Human Rights. While I was there they held a
Workshop on Human Rights for Police and Prison Staff who have to carry guns. I was glad
to notice that the Prison Governor from Mityana Town Prison was present. He is working
hard to improve the conditions for prisoners in his prison. Drinking water is a real problem in
the prison. In the past we have donated two water tanks to the prison, but I was interested to
see that the Prison Governor has got them a third. While we were there one of the visitors
bought mattresses for the ten women prisoners. The men prisoners still have to sleep on a
concrete floor! However the men in Myanzi Prison now have mattresses given by us last
year.
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Report from Uganda continued; Finances

It was good to see the people of Uganda doing things to help themselves. The congregation
at All Saints Mityana have collected money and are building a huge new Church in the
middle of the town. It has taken four years to collect enough money to build the walls and to
put on the vast roof, but the new Church, without so far any windows and doors, now looks
as if it will usable in the not too distant future.

Picture of Church from Main Road

The old Church now inside the new

………………………………………………………………………….

Hugh Wakeling

Regular Giving to deliver our Parish Vision.
As many people are aware we need to raise an extra £3,000 per month more to meet our
current costs, and deliver our parish vision in 2016.
We have cut costs wherever we can over the last few years. Our outgoings after these cuts
are still over £20,000 each month.
The good news is that over 100 people have already responded to our appeal since November, and this has raised an extra £1,400 per month so far. That’s positive progress. However
there is a long way still to go to meet our target.
Have you responded yet? Please give this further serious thought at the start of this new
year. Further details about our vision and church finances are available in leaflets which are
available when you come to church, or on our website.
As the situation is critical we will be providing monthly updates during 2016.
Contact Robert Alder, Pat Weeks or a churchwarden or sidesperson for more information.
Thank you very much.
EASY FUNDRAISING
Over 2,700 retailers, including Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis, Debenhams etc, are waiting to give money to our church. All you need to do is sign up as a supporter of the church
(Parish of Finchampstead & California) on easyfundraising.org.uk and then go through their
site for all your online shopping, including holiday bookings and travel.
At no extra cost to you, the church will receive a percentage of your spend. Please sign up!

Article by Leslie Heminway; Prayertime
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Sell All and Follow Me
A recent Gospel reading was on Jesus speaking to the rich man in Mark 10.17-31 and
I would like to give some thoughts as to how the 3rd Order of Franciscans approach poverty.
But first some random thoughts of my own: God‘s special friendship with the poor is not a
rejection of the rich, but an affirmation that life is not in riches. Life is in God’s grace. It is
this grace that gives us identity and worth. It is not so much the acquisition of riches as the
attachment to them. The after-word from Psalm 112, used in Common Worship Daily
Prayer is: Generous God, save us from the meanness that calculates its interest and
hoards its earthly gain; as we have freely received, so may we freely give; in the grace of
Jesus Christ our Lord. If we imagine Jesus looking at and loving us, I wonder what is the
'one thing missing' he would see. And what is it that he would ask us to do in order to finally
be fully following him?
The principle by which we in the Franciscan 3rd order are to live is ‘Personal spending is
limited to what is necessary for our health and well-being and that of our dependents. We
aim to stay free from all attachment to wealth, keeping ourselves constantly aware of the
poverty in the world and its claim on us. We are concerned more for the generosity which
all can show, rather for the value of poverty in itself. In this way we reflect in spirit the
acceptance of Jesus challenge to sell all, give to the poor, and follow him.
And to end with what constitutes ‘Perfect Joy’ in the Franciscan tradition is ‘The joy of poverty is not to have nothing in this world;
the joy of poverty is to have nothing but God.’
Leslie Heminway

Prayertime

A small,
friendly, relaxed group of
people meet in my home on
the fourth Thursday of each
month (except Dec) to pray for issues
which concern us, both globally and
personally. Revd Hugh Wakeling and I
take turns to lead the evening, the
shape of which takes many forms.
Anything shared within the group is
confidential.
Future dates: 25 Feb, no March meeting as Maundy Thursday, 28 April.
Paula Vicary.
E-mail:
paulavicary@googlemail.com

If you are interested in
joining the Parish Bible
Reading Notes scheme,
contact Chris Markham,
telephone:
0118 973 3238;
e-mail: markham@longwaterfs.co.uk.
In July, Rev Mark-Aaron and a number of others
from the parish will be jumping out of a plane
(with parachutes!) to raise money for our parish
youth work! Watch out for details & please support them (financially & in your prayers).

Ministry Team
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Revd Julie Ramsbottom

Rector

0118 973 2102 COMMUNION AT HOME

If you or anyone you know is
unable to get to St James’ or
Associate Priest
Revd Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 St Mary & St John’s Church
for a period of time and
0118 973 4393
Curate
Revd Hannah Higginson
would like to receive Communion at home or in hospiLay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott
tal, please contact the
Church Office to advise.
Youth & Family Worker Mr James Lawbuary
Thank you
Associate Priest

Churchwardens:
St James
Churchwardens:
St Mary & St John

Revd Mark-Aaron Tisdale

0118 973 0030

Miss Joanne Myall

07908757254 joannemyall@hotmail.co.uk

Mr Ed Sampson

0118 973 2069 ed@sampsononline.co.uk

Mrs Sharon White

0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com

Mrs Marjorie Stalker

01344 779636

.
A PRAYER FOR EASTER
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy,
will live in us each day;
and that we will be bearers of that light
into the lives of others.
Amen.

Commit to meeting needs of the sick,
lonely, bereaved, housebound

Attain highest standards in listening,
confidentiality and
response

Respect for those
supported regardless
of religion/faith values

Encourage by example

marjoriestalker@hotmail.com

