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THE PARISH OF FINCHAMPSTEAD & CALIFORNIA 

With all the planning, the lights, the mulled wine, the carols, the candles, the kiddies…and 
even the New Year, we must allow our hearts and our prayers to reflect the truth of God  
Incarnate, of Jesus the Christ, of our Emmanuel; let’s remind family, friends, neighbours and 
strangers of the awesome story at the heart of our Nativity Sets, at the heart of our Christian 
Faith…at the heart of our hearts. 
 
Rev Mark-Aaron 
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Letter from Rev Mark-Aaron 

 

As the two men stood on the pavement in front of the house, 
in the glow of the festive lights… 
Observer 1: “But, why a Nativity Set?” 
Observer 2:  “Well, it’s for the kids; they love the story and 
hear it at school, don’t they?” 
Observer 1: “So, you’re bringing them to church at  
Christmas, then?” 
Observer 2: “Oh, I believe in something, just don’t know 
what; but, I do believe! It’s for the kids.” 
 

Have we Christians allowed a precious representation of the 
birth of our Saviour to become so banal?  On our watch, has 
rampant consumerism and radical secularisation of our com-
munities and societies beaten down our fine Christian edges 
and smoothed out our awkward counter-cultural Christian  
peculiarities?  Can we say with certainty that ‘we are bold to 
say, Our Father…’? 
 

Were we to be asked, “What is so special about Christmas” 
and even “Why do Christians care about Epiphany” or, God 
forbid, “What is Epiphany, anyway”…would we be able to 
give an answer that is both credible and convincing, even if it 
might not be persuasive…? 

The Ministry Team and PCC wish you a very Happy  
Christmas and a peaceful New Year 

Don’t forget Gift Sunday on 4th Dec– the Women’s Refuge Centre needs women’s 
toiletries, soft toys, colouring pens and books for children, baby wipes and bath 
bubbles; also new and nearly new single bedding, etc.  Full list on flyers in church. 



Churchyard Extension Report  
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Churchyard Trust – new Extension… 

Well here we are into the winter season and already clearing leaves from the new churchyard 
extension. 

We seem to have achieved so much as, casting one’s mind back, it was only January that we 
started and that seems a millennium away!! 

So many people have been such a great help in supporting this project; Laurie and Dave of 
course with his wife Chris. Not to speak of JDB John Denning and his big machines, but also 
John Coxall woodworking in oak, extraordinary on seats, gates, etc… Joining the team only a 
couple of months ago, Joy Scovell has been helping to hide ‘bulbs’ in various place such that 
only the coming spring in 2017 will tell us where everything is!!! So we look forward to a host 
of daffodils along the path and masses of spring bulbs springing up around tress etc….      

Thanks also to those who turned up when we had 40 shrubs arriving from Henry Street’s 
which are now safely installed on the northern slope showing the upper boundary of the     
traditional burial area.. Also many thanks to Geoff Anderson for installing the concrete ‘raft’ for 
the foundations of future headstones..  He and one of his staff did a really great job there… 

We still have much to do to: complete the erection of the side gate/paved pathway, lay sleep-
ers to hold back the soil at the bottom of the sloping ground to the right of the gate, and not to 
forget the levelling of the area at the top of the extension which hopefully in the new year will-
be miraculously turned into our ‘’Garden of Remembrance’’ nicely grassed with two comforta-
ble seats from which to enjoy the southerly view!!!   

But mostly huge thanks to Julie for all her support over the 4 years it took to get here and all 
those who have contributed to the fund raising appeal, 100square boards and tea parties, 
etc… 

So we have around three more months work to finish and a shortfall of funding at approx.. 
£5,000.. 

So don’t give up on us!!! Let us sprint to the spring!!!!  

Ed Sampson, Churchyard Trust, Treasurer……………… 
 0118 973 2069  or  Email  ed@sampsononline.co.uk  

 

The final due date for copy for the Feb ’17/ Apr ’17 Newsletter is Monday 16 January  
Please send your contributions to  newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk.  Copies will be dis-
tributed in our churches and centres from Sunday 29 January and be on the website IN 
COLOUR by that date.            Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fox 
 

mailto:ed@sampsononline.co.uk
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Go Green   

Recycling facilities at 
St James’ Church Centre 
and St Mary & St John’s 
Parish Centre. Recycling 
boxes are available for: 
 Tea, coffee and fruit 

skins (these are composted) 
 Batteries*, Water filters*, tetra packs, 

and silver foil (go to Tesco) 
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft). 
 Stamps and milk bottle tops (at St Mary 

& St John’s go to WADE; and at St 
James’ to Nine Mile Ride School). 

Please spread the word.     Richard Owen      
 

* Robert Dyas also recycle these responsibly. 
~ 

It is now possible to recycle even more, ie: 
 Coffee bags/sachets from any make of 

beans, ground or instant coffee 
 Coffee jar lids 
 Household Cleaning wipe 

packets; 
 Trigger Section of Household 

Cleaning Liquids; 
 Flip tops from Washing Up Liquid Bottles; 
 Any sweet biscuit wrappers 
 Any Tassimo cartridges & bags. 
Please either hand these items to Gill 
Coombs or add them to her labelled  
collection box in St James’ Church Centre 
kitchen. 
 

The Parish of Finchampstead  
and California is proud to be a  
Fairtrade Parish.                                   
Both St James’ and St Mary &  
St John’s churches use Fair-                        
trade products for refreshments, and pro-
mote Fairtrade throughout the year. 
See Fairtrade Fortnight item on Page 6 

 

Change of address/

telephone/e-mail? 

Please let the Church 

Office know if any of 

your contact details 

change so we can 

keep our database  

up-to-date. E-mail: 

office@stjames. 

finchampstead.co.uk, 

tel: 0118 973 0133 

 

The Simple Lunch 
is a joint community 

venture between our own Parish and 
Finchampstead Baptist Church, which 
started in March 2014.  Volunteers serve lunch 
at a minimal cost in St Mary & St John’s Parish 
Centre on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month  
between 12 and 1.30pm for anyone in the com-
munity who wishes to come. [ 
Meanwhile Tea & Chat continues as before on 
2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons between 2.00 
and 3.30pm in the Billing Avenue Centre, where 
folk can drop in for a chat, a cuppa and cake.   
The Finchampstead Food Bank is a satellite   
of Crowthorne Food Bank (CFB) - see address 
below to take donations.      We also support 
Wokingham Food Bank.  
………………………………………………………………………………………. 

More recycling news:  
Henry Street Nursery now has a recycling 
bin for all those plastic plant pots and 
trays which sadly till now used to have to 
go to landfill. Do use it!  

 

Support your local Christian bookshop 
in Holme Grange Craft Village  

Simple Lunch, Tea & Chat, Food bank 

Crowthorne Foodbank is 
now at : 

Vineyard Church Centre, 
25 Wellington Business 
Park, Dukes Ride, 
Crowthorne, RG45 6LS.  
The opening hours are Mon 
and Thurs 12—2 
Details of their present re-
quirements are posted from 
time to time on our website. 



 

Our Youth Group meets in St James’ Church  

Centre every Sunday evening in term time. Open 

to all in school years 6 -13, 6pm -7.30pm.  

Come along for the opportunity to chill out, make some new friends, play some sport 

& get creative.  
For details of special events, check out  Facebook, our website 
(parish.finchampstead.co.uk) & the weekly pew/notice sheets.  Also,  
regular trips out for Years 9—13 – contact James Lawbuary for details.  

Young People, Babies & Toddlers,  
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 For babies and pre– school children  
Fledgelings Toddler Group - runs every Tuesday in 

term time 1:45-3:30pm in St James’ Church Centre. 

We have a large, well-equipped playroom and enjoy 

stories, songs and crafts. A drink and snack are pro-

vided for the children and while they are  distracted, mums, dads, carers get some peace, 

tea, and freshly made cake. There is a  small charge of £1.50 per family, half of which goes 

towards running the group, the other half to charity.                                                     

The Fledgelings Nativity service and Christmas party are on Tuesday 13th December,  
starting at 12:30pm with lunch in the Church Centre for the children followed by the nativity 
service in church. Babies, toddlers, parents and grandparents welcome. Lunch provided by 
the Mothers’ Union for grown-ups will be served after the service, with more fun and treats  
for the children. 
Contact the Church Office for more information 

 

 

  

 

 

 

St. James’ Church Centre Breastfeeding Drop-in 
Group 

Tuesdays 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm 
 

Come along for Support and information or just 
tea and a chat 

 
Bumps, babies, siblings & mums welcome! 

(If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for 
partners/parents/friends too!) 

 
We will be closed on December 27th but open 

again as usual on Jan 3rd. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=NuIIXWrf5kSzJM&tbnid=MpGpuTykj1Ip3M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.herndonrocks.com%2Fsponsor.php&ei=WpfpUa79CMao0QWlpIHQCg&psig=AFQjCNGRuLGcSY6OM03u--2rsYhSwl_ciQ&ust=13743495301869


Family choices—Sunday clubs 
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If you need more information on any items in this newsletter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead. 
co.uk, telephone: 0118 973 0133, or check our website: parish.finchampstead.co.uk       

       

‘‘The Shore’ 
 

‘The Shore’ is our re-branding for our Sunday morning provision 

for all our young people since the summer in an effort to grow and 

develop our children’s work, introduce new ideas and bring a 

sense of unity across our services.  (See message from Rev   

Hannah about the ongoing vision and the importance of our    

volunteers on page 6 ) 

 

 

  
  
  

      
 

Paddlers is our group for those age 3-7 years which meets during the 

11am service at St James’. Paddlers will meet with all the other chil-

dren in the hall for an act of worship and then go into their own group 

for stories, craft, colouring, games and a drink and snack. They will 

come into church during communion. 

Surfers is our group for those age 8-12 years which meets during the 

11am service at St James’. Surfers will meet with all the other children 

in the hall for an act of worship and then go into their own group for Bi-

ble study, discussion, craft and games. They will come into church during 

communion. 

Navigators – formally Sunday Bunch - is our group for children of all ag-

es which meets during the 9:30am service at St Mary and  

St Johns. Navigators will meet for stories, craft, colouring and games. 

They will come into church during communion. Navigators meet on 2nd, 

4th and 5th Sundays of the month.  

Breakers – formally Breakout - is our group for those age 7-11 years which 

meets during the 9:30am family service at St James. Breakers is an oppor-

tunity for older children to have fun whilst their parents and siblings are in 

the family service. Every week is different! 



Farewell; Fairtrade; Youth/Children’s Work  
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Farewell to Revd Mark-Aaron 
Our Associate Priest, Revd Mark-Aaron Tisdale, is to become Rector of Glinton, Etton, Maxey, 
Peakirk, & Northborough just outside Peterborough next March. We are all very sorry to have 
to say goodbye to Revd Mark-Aaron and his family, and would like to thank him for his service 
over the past 5 years. He will be leaving us in February and details of his final service will be 
on our website in the New Year. Plans to advertise for a successor to Revd Mark-Aaron are in 
hand.  

 

 

 

ST MARY AND ST JOHN’S CHURCH CHOIR - a small, unrobed SATB 

group, affiliated to the RSCM;  rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 8pm at St 

Mary and St John’s Parish Centre, ably led by our musician friend, Lorna White; 

sings in various services in the 

church and at the Royal School of 

Church Music Oxfordshire Festival 

Evensong each year; enjoys singing 

with St James’ Church Choir on a 

number of occasions.; welcomes all 

new members.   

FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT runs from 27th February to 12th March in 2017. 

Please look out for details of stalls at our churches in pew-sheets nearer the 

time.     

Thank you very much to all those who ordered items from the Christmas   

catalogue. 

Thank you to all those who came along to our Vision Day for our Youth and Children's 
Work on Saturday 5th November. It was a useful day in which we reflected on our current 
provision for our children and young people including our Sunday morning clubs, Messy 
Church, Fledgelings and Contrast. We focused on the positives - what we have and what we 
think works, and from there came up with 'dreams' - what we might have. This day was just 
one step forward in a larger journey but I really want all of our volunteers to know how valued 
they are, and what an important ministry they are involved with. Our next event for all volun-
teers working with our children and young people is Saturday 10th December, a Christmas 
party for volunteers and their families at SMSJPC at 2pm with Community Carol singing, 
open to all, from 4pm. Revd Hannah 



St James’ Finchampstead Tower Bell Ringers   
 

We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm – 9pm and 
would love to welcome more ringers – both novice 
and experienced. Do come along and join us. 
Please call me in advance if you would like some-
one to meet you outside.  
On Sundays we ring from 10.30am for the 11am 
service.   
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747 

St James’ Choir News 
Congratulations to our 6 new Junior choir members who have all successfully passed the au-
dition process. It is fabulous to see young people enjoying singing in our lovely church. Please 
have patience as they settle in and give them a warm welcome when you see them at church. 
You will have noticed a few more families with younger children around at the 11 o’clock ser-
vice. I would also like to thank Regina (a mother of one of our new choristers) for playing 
trumpet at the Remembrance service. I also hope you enjoyed our airing of the Lux Aeterna 
from Rutters’ Requiem at the same service.  
 

We have had four new female adult members as well, two of whom have boosted our Alto 
section to a magnificent 5. I am delighted to have the extra balance in our ranks. 
  

During our Thursday evening rehearsals the choir has been preparing for Christmas. Aside 
from our Nine Lessons service at Wellington College, the Advent Carol Service will be a high-
light when we are singing a piece from Haydn’s creation amongst other popular Advent items. 
Choir members are also starting to prepare for further RSCM exams in May. 
 

I would like to thank our choir members and Linda for their support. You are a totally commit-
ted bunch of people, St James’ are so fortunate to have you and I really appreciate your de-
termination to achieve such a high standard of Singing.    
If you are interested in joining our choir, please contact me for an audition.  
Janice Devine dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk 
 
To listen to our choir, log onto the website         http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk 
Or hear us live at: the Advent Carol Service on Sun 27th Nov 6pm, Finchampstead Society 
Christmas Event 11thDec (see diary), Nine Lessons and Carols, Wellington College 18th Dec 
4pm, Pub Carol Singing 22rd Dec starting Queens Oak 7pm(tbc),Sports Club Carol Singing 
24th Dec 6.30pm.  

     Making Music (also on page 6) 
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mailto:dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk


Social and Fundraising;  
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News from St. James’ Social and Fundraising Committee + some dates for 

your diaries for 2017 
 

Quiz Evening 

Our quiz and supper evening on Friday 21st October was well attended, with 

around 75  people sitting down to a 2 course hot supper.  Many thanks to Chris 

Driver and Pete Myall for setting the questions and running the quiz on the 

night.  The evening made a profit of over £1,000 which will go towards the church 

yard extension fund. 

Christmas Hamper Raffle 

As all the items for the hamper have been donated all the profits will be going to 

the church flower fund.  Tickets are £1 each and will be on sale after most Sun-

day services. The draw will take place at St. James’ church after the 11am service 

on Sunday 18th December. 

Dates for your diaries -  2017 

Saturday 25th February - supper and silent auction — Please come and join us for 

a three course supper with silent auction and perhaps even the occasional musical 

interlude.  Tickets will be £15 and will be available after Sunday services during 

January or via the Parish office.  All profits are for general church funds.  If you 

have any items which you are willing to donate for the auction we will be delighted 

to hear from you.  

Sunday 11th June - Parish family BBQ at St James’ Church .   

Everyone welcome.  More details to follow. 

Sunday July 23rd - St James’ Patronal Festival  

Your annual opportunity to climb the church tower and of course enjoy a cream 

tea.  More details to follow. 

We would like to wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas and thank you 

to everyone for your support during 2016. We hope to see you at some or all of 

our social events during 2017. Why not make a note of our February supper even-

ing in your diary now? We would love to see you there. 

St James’ Social & Fundraising Committee 

Sue, Chris, Chris, Gill, Sue, Jane, Mo, Nicky, Sarah 



.   
After a time of no flowers through Advent, our arrangers at St James’ are gearing up to fill 
the church with a mass of flowers, foliage, berries and shiny decorations to enhance the 
Christmas celebrations.  If you’d like to join the team for this occasion or for longer, please 
contact Denise Adams via the Church Office.  All our arrangers are happy to share their 
skills and experience and decorating for the church festivals is a very convivial time for the 
team to work together, encouraging each other as we go. 
The shrubs in our foliage bed in the car park are filling out nicely and might be about ready 
to provide some of our foliage (though we do still welcome donations of foliage, please.)  In 
the spring we intend to plant some more for more variety. 
The foliage bed does however look rather tidier 
since we were offered a free quantity of chipped 
wood. The only problem was it had to be collected 
and, having left his bags behind inadvertently, our 
driver really did bring a ‘car load’.  Nice work! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to the SJ Social Committee for  
organising a Christmas Hamper raffle for our  
Flower Fund. That will help greatly towards the 
cost of flowers for the festival and throughout the 
year.  If anyone else would like to donate, please 

speak to Denise.  We hope you enjoy the results of our flower arranging.   
 

Happy Christmas to you all from the St James’ Flower Arranging Team! 

Flower Arranging 
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SMSJ Flower team would be delighted to welcome new members - you would have lots of 
friendly support. Please contact any member of the team.  
 Marjorie Stalker, Paula Vicary, June Warr and Ashlyn Webster  
  Speak to one of the team if you’d like flowers in memory or for a celebration;  

 Our flowers go to Cockayne Court after the service for the residents to enjoy;  

 We are always pleased to have donations in money or flowers towards the church  
arrangements  

 



Opportunities to get together 
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Finchampstead & California  
  Mothers’ Union  
 

The theme for 2016 has been ‘A Celebration of Faith’.  
For 2017, it is ‘Faith in Action’. 

We follow on from our year of celebration in 2016 when we gave thanks for God’s faithful-
ness to Mothers’ Union over 140 years since founded by Mary Sumner and acknowledged 

that: “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 1 Samuel 7:12  

 

Thurs Dec 8th   2pm Carol Service in Church followed by Christmas Tea with Raffle  
         for the MU Overseas Fund. 
 
Tues Dec 13th    from 11am Setting up for Fledglings Nativity and Christmas Party.   
    Our members provide the buffet lunch for  
       the Parents and Carers.   
   (Children’s lunch 12.30, then Nativity Play  in  
    Church followed by Adult’s lunch and more  
       fun for the children). 
 
Wed Dec 14th   10am Holy Communion with emphasis on  
        Mothers' Union. 
 
Thurs Jan 12th   2pm Branch Meeting ~  Epiphany Gifts,  
          TBA. 
 
Wed Jan 18th    10am Holy Communion with emphasis on  Mothers' Union. 
 
 

All our meetings & services are held in the Church Centre unless otherwise stated.   
Everyone is most welcome to attend.  Sarah Owen, (Branch Leader). 

Local meetings for 
women and men are 
held on the second 
Thursday of each 
month at 2pm in            

St James’ Church  
Centre, usually with   

a speaker and 
 afternoon tea 

 

 

Ladies’ Breakfasts  We meet half-termly on a Saturday morning in the 
SJ Church Centre, 9  - 10am (setting up from 8.45am and clearing up from 
10am for those who can help) for lots of friendly chat over dishes of delicious 

fruit salad, yoghurt, continental breakfast followed by a short ‘thought for the day/week’.   
We welcome newcomers of all ages.  
Next Breakfast dates are 21 Jan and 18 March. If you can come, just let me know so I 
can provide enough breakfast. I look forward to breakfasting and chatting with you. 
     Carolyn Fox             carolynfox@aol.com       01189732262 



Opportunities to get together 
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 Messtival 2017 
 

 

 

Feb 14th      Valentine Messtival

   

   April 22nd   Messtival Easter 

 

   May 30th   Ascending Messtival  

 

   Sept 2nd     Harvest Messtival    

 

   Oct 21st      Messtival Light Party 

 

   Dec 16th      Messtival Christmas   
 

     PUT THESE DATES IN YOUR DIARY NOW 

       FURTHER DETAILS NEARER THE TIME 

From 2.00 till 3.30pm  
on the 2nd & 4th                 
Tuesdays of the month 
in St Mary &  St John’s 

Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.  A social occasion 
for anyone living locally to pop in, sit down and 
relax over a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.  
Everyone, all ages, welcome.   

If you have not found what you are looking for,            
or need more information about times, venues, 
etc, please contact the Church Office, by e-mail:  
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk  
or telephone 0118 973 0133 

 

 
Is the newsletter giving you all the 
sort of information you’d like? 
 
Would you like to write an article 
now and again? 
 
Let me know what you think at 
newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk 



      Lent 2017 
 

Page 12 

 

 

Living Justly in 
the World 

 

And what does the Lord require of 

you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with your God. (Micah 6:8) 

This Lent we will be exploring our call to live justly in the world. 

Topics to be covered: 

 Use of Money        

 The Environment 

   Ethical Consumerism 

Fairtrade  

  Activism  

 

 

These will be explored both during our Sunday services, and 

through a series of Tuesday evening talks with the opportunity 

for group discussion and questions.  

 
 

This year there will also be a bookstall from Quench available 

on Tuesday evenings, with a selection of 

books about this year’s topics.     

   

 

The Lent talks will be on Tuesday evenings throughout Lent at  
St James’ Church Centre – 

the dates are 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th March & 4th April 2017 



Alive@11 rebranded in 2017; OCC 
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         St Mary and St John’s Church,  
          Gorse Ride School  
                Join us for 
 
                                     

   
  Jan 8th         Jesus’ best friends – his disciples 
  Feb 5th         Jesus and the friends who helped 
  March 5th      Jesus and the little girl 
  April 2nd      Jesus and the two sisters 
  May 7th        Jesus and the very rich man 
  June 4th       Pentecost Party 
  July 2nd        Jesus and blind Bartimaeus 
  Aug 6th         Jesus and Zacchaeus 
  Sept 3rd        Jesus and the little children  
  Oct 1st           Harvest 
  Nov 5th         Jesus and the man born blind – fireworks! 
  Dec 3rd         Christingle 
 This is a time when families and friends meet up, join  
  in craft/activities, sing songs, listen to stories, pray, 
             and enjoy one another’s company. 
         For further information call 0118 973 0133 

Samaritan’s Purse—Operation Christmas Child 
Not sure how I became a Mothers’ Union speaker in October (One time only!) but our official 
speaker couldn’t come and I’ve been an enthusiastic follower of Samaritan’s Purse for over 
12 years, especially the Christmas shoebox campaigns but also knowing the great humani-
tarian work they do all over the world so I volunteered, with husband Ian’s help on the com-
puter for video clips etc.  I can’t have done too badly because MU members contributed 
£90.20 there and then so that Mission Team could then spend £80 to buy the flat-pack boxes 
to share between school and church and I sent the remainder to help with transport costs.  
Thank you SO much, Mothers’ Union members for your generous response! 
On Thursday 119 boxes full of gifts and love were collected from Finch School and I took an-
other 2 late boxes to another collecting point so 121 children will receive from us that little bit 
of hope and feeling of being special. Thank you everyone.  Carolyn Fox 
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What are your skills?  What gifts has God given you?  You can be well assured that the 
church can use them and not just ‘up front’ stuff like intercessing (leading the prayers), being 
a sidesperson or reading from the Bible during our church services, although more of these 
are always required. Just because you see things happening -  coffee being served, chil-
dren’s groups being run, gardens being kept tidy, flowers appearing in church as if by magic,   
- and actually just because things happen that you haven’t even particularly noticed but would 
if they didn’t happen like the church being clean, the right service books being given out, 
more biscuits in the tin, more coffee in the cupboard, etc - don’t assume that your contribution 
isn’t needed.  Why not offer and see where it goes?   
A goodly number of volunteers turned up in the summer for the 3 Green Team working parties 
to clear the piece of the ground in the churchyard extension and make it into a woodland wild-
life- friendly area. What a difference that made! - and a kind lady providing bacon butties at 
the end of the work made a big difference too.  You see, every task needs lots of different 
types of skills and abilities to support it. You may not want to serve coffee but would happily 
wash up… or you couldn’t lead a group of young people but you could provide food or re-
sources or do some admin.  
Make a resolution to thank God for your skills and offer them back to him. You might enjoy it. 

EASY FUNDRAISING  - sign up now 

Over 2,700 retailers, including Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis, Debenhams etc, are wait-

ing to give money to our church. All you need to do is sign up as a supporter of the church 

(Parish of Finchampstead & California) on easyfundraising.org.uk and then go through their 

site for all your online shopping, including holiday bookings and travel. 

At no extra cost to you, the church will receive a percentage of your spend. Please sign up! 

Thank you. 

 
Churchyard, Extension and its Funding  
Per Ed’s report on page 2, we are thankfully near 
to paying for the work to create the new  
extension. After that, funds are then required year 
on year for its maintenance. Please consider a  
donation if you haven’t already.  
Donations can be Gift Aided and cheques should 
be made out to: “Helen Taylor Churchyard Trust” 
and sent to Ed Sampson c/o St James Church Office, Manor House, Church Lane, Fin-
champstead, RG40 4LU. Contact Ed for further information on tel. 0118 973 2069 or email 
ed@sampsononline.co.uk  

CYT 

http://finchampstead.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b8ec13e667471641a216aa214&id=2bfc7f8d8c&e=e8ec03f1e3
mailto:ed@sampsononline.co.uk


 

THE LIST FOR LIFE 
 

I’ve lost my list of things to do, 
How can I live without a list? 

God knows the things I ought to do. 
Lord, help me find the list I’ve lost. 

 
But why do I a list require 

to help me plan life hour by hour? 
I like to make me go and go 

and not sit still and watch life go. 
 

But God has plans for you and me. 
We do not need to fret and care. 
When I am on God’s path for me  

the time is there for play and prayer. 
 

Dear God, help me to seek and find  
the path where I will thrive and grow, 

fret not the things now left behind, 
rejoice to follow where you go. 

 
Hugh Wakeling       19 October 2016 

 

Poem;  Prayertime; Bible Reading 
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If you are interested in  
joining the Parish Bible 
Reading Notes scheme, 
contact the Church Office. 
 
A big thank you to Chris 
Markham for organising this previ-
ously. We wish you happiness in your new home.   

Prayertime  A small, 

friendly, relaxed group of  
people meet in my home on 
the fourth Thursday of each month 
(except Dec) to pray for issues which 
concern us, both globally and person-
ally. Revd Hugh Wakeling and I take 
turns to lead the evening, the shape of 
which takes many forms.  Anything 
shared within the group is confidential.  
Future dates: 26 Jan, 23 Feb and 23 
March.                   
   Paula Vicary.         
E-mail: paulavicary@googlemail.com 

 

 

A very Happy Christmas and interesting contri-

butions and good reading in the New Year. 

The Editor 



Ministry Team 
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Rector 
Revd Canon Julie  
Ramsbottom 

0118 973 2102 
COMMUNION AT HOME               

If you or anyone you know is 

unable to get to St James’ or 

St Mary & St John’s Church 

for a period of time and 

would like to receive Com-

munion at home or in hospi-

tal, please contact the 

Church Office to advise. 

Associate Priest Revd Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 

Associate Priest Revd Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 

Curate Revd Hannah Higginson  0118 973 4393  

Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott  

Youth & Family Worker Mr James Lawbuary  

 

Churchwardens:               
St James                                    

Miss Joanne Myall 07908757254 joannemyall@hotmail.co.uk 

Mr Ed Sampson 0118 973 2069 ed@sampsononline.co.uk 

Churchwardens:          
St Mary & St John                

Mrs Sharon White 0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com 

Mrs Marjorie Stalker 01344 779636 
marjoriestalk-
er@hotmail.com 

 

Commit to meeting needs of the sick, 

lonely, bereaved, housebound 

Attain highest standards in listening, 

confidentiality and 
response 

Respect for those  

supported regardless  
of religion/faith values 

Encourage by example 

 

  Happy Christmas  - pass it on! 


