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Sobering, isn’t it, to be reminded that without Christmas
there’d be no Maundy Thursday, no Good Friday and certainly no Easter; sobering, too, is the knowledge that without the
latter sequential events there’d be no Christmas. That is, the
crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth
demonstrates to believers and all the world that the incarnation in that lowly stable was, indeed, miraculous and awful,
awesome and glorious. Christians testify that our Emmanuel
was truly born, truly lived on earth among us and truly suffered, even death upon a common Roman torture device - a
cross…for us, indeed instead of us up on that cross or our
own cross we may bear.
Shortly, we’ll symbolically step out upon the Way to that
cross; indeed, many of us feel we’ve never left it. Ash
Wednesday begins, what for many is, a sobering season,
and not for the mere promise of giving up alcohol for Lent.
Lent can rightly be sobering in the light of what awesome
depths God has gone to to bring us back; conversely, the
great joy that thought produces leads some to take Lent in
the opposite direction, making it a merrier season. For those
who can handle the former, Lent is a season of intense introspection, redoubled efforts of sacrifice and a renewed or

deepened prayer discipline. For those able to suffer the sobriety of Lent, Maundy Thursday
becomes a potent crescendo to a cliff-hanger festival on Good Friday, leaving us in suspense
(in truth, joyful anticipation) of the climax which is Easter! ‘Alleluia! He is risen!’ they cry out.
‘He is risen indeed! Alleluia!’ they reply! God bless you these next few months, and forever
more! Pax!
Rev Mark-Aaron
Advance Notice of Christian Aid Week - May 14th -May 20th 2017
Please see next edition of newsletter for details of our events.
Many thanks to all who donated to Christian Aid through the Card on the Tree at SJ
and the One Card at SMSJ before Christmas.
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Churchyard including Extension Report

LEAVES, leaves and more leaves!!!
I suppose it is our fault with nature sustaining all the OAK trees around both the current
churchyard and also in the new churchyard extension. Wouldn’t it be great if nature also
raked up all the leaves and put them on the bonfire and or the compost heaps!!
We very much want to clear the leaves as if they are left on all the grassed areas it would kill
the grass and then need reseeding. So we rake, pick-up and clear, what sometime seems to
be forever!!!
The new churchyard is somewhat the worst area as there is just too much to rake and even
blowing them is no easy task and, of course, we need to blow them somewhere!! So we plan
to use a lawn mower to give us a ‘’clean-sweep’’…
The last two months have been a busy time with several full burials and interment of ashes
which are becoming common for the winter months.
Dave, Laurie and Chris have been busy on all the winter gardening tasks, and Dave has
been concentrating on installing and securing our donated bench seats onto a secure paved
area in the churchyard extension and paving the entrance for the new pedestrian side gate.

As you may probably know, the Bishop of Reading consecrated the new churchyard in September 2016 and we expect to open it for first burials around Easter 2017. We still have
space for 4 or 5 new burial plots in the current churchyard and several years of vacant plots
for interment of ashes. The current churchyard will then still be used for ashes and for opening of family graves.
We have been planting bulbs all over the churchyard in October/November 2016 and the
spring will hopefully give us lots of surprises when they pop up and flower, reminding us
where we put the bulbs. There are still many corners of the churchyard where we have room
for more bulbs, either spring or autumn types.
(continued on page 6)
The final due date for copy for the May ’17/ July ’17 Newsletter is Monday 17 April. Please
send your contributions to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk. Copies will be distributed in
our churches and centres from Sunday 30 April and be on the website IN COLOUR by that
date.
Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fox

Environment
Go Green

~

Community
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Simple Lunch, Tea & Chat, Food bank

The Simple Lunch
is a joint community
St James’ Church Centre
venture between our own Parish and
and St Mary & St John’s
Finchampstead Baptist Church, which
Parish Centre. Recycling
started in March 2014. Volunteers serve lunch
boxes are available for:
at a minimal cost in St Mary & St John’s Parish
 Tea, coffee and fruit
Centre on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month
skins (these are composted)
between 12 and 1.30pm for anyone in the com Batteries*, Water filters*, tetra packs,
munity who wishes to come.
and silver foil (go to Tesco)
Meanwhile Tea & Chat continues as before on
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft).
2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons between 2.00
 Stamps and milk bottle tops (at St Mary
and 3.30pm in the Billing Avenue Centre, where
& St John’s go to WADE; and at St
James’ to Nine Mile Ride School).
folk can drop in for a chat, a cuppa and cake.
Please spread the word. Richard Owen The Finchampstead Food Bank is a satellite
* Robert Dyas also recycle these responsibly.
of Crowthorne Food Bank (CFB) - see address
~
below to take donations. We also support
It is now possible to recycle even more, ie:
Wokingham Food Bank.
 Coffee bags/sachets from any make of
……………………………………………………………………………………….
beans, ground or instant coffee
More recycling news:
 Coffee jar lids
Henry Street Nursery now has a recycling
 Household Cleaning wipe
bin for all those plastic plant pots and
packets;
trays which sadly till now used to have to
 Trigger Section of Household
go to landfill. Do use it!
Cleaning Liquids;
 Flip tops from Washing Up Liquid Bottles ;
Support your local Christian bookshop
 Any sweet biscuit wrappers
in Holme Grange Craft Village
 Any Tassimo cartridges & bags.
Please either hand these items to Gill
Coombs or add them to her labelled
collection box in St James’ Church Centre Change of address/ Crowthorne Foodbank is
kitchen.
telephone/e-mail? now at :
Please let the Church Vineyard Church Centre,
The Parish of Finchampstead
Office know if any of 25 Wellington Business
and California is proud to be a
your contact details Park, Dukes Ride,
Fairtrade Parish.
Crowthorne, RG45 6LS.
change so we can
Both St James’ and St Mary &
The opening hours are Mon
keep our database
St John’s churches use Fairand Thurs 12—2
up-to-date.
E-mail:
trade products for refreshments, and proDetails of their present reoffice@stjames.
mote Fairtrade throughout the year.
quirements are posted from
finchampstead.co.uk,
See Fairtrade Fortnight item on Page 6
time to time on our website.

Recycling facilities at

tel: 0118 973 0133
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Young People, Babies & Toddlers,

Our Youth Group meets in St James’ Church
Centre every Sunday evening in term time. Open
to all in school years 6 -13, 6pm -7.30pm.
Come along for the opportunity to chill out, make some new friends, play some sport
& get creative.
For details of special events, check out Facebook, our website
(parish.finchampstead.co.uk) & the weekly pew/notice sheets. Also,
regular trips out for Years 9—13 – contact James Lawbuary for details.
For babies and pre– school children
Fledgelings Toddler Group - runs every
Tuesday in term time 1:45-3:30pm in
St James’ Church Centre. We have a
large, well-equipped playroom and enjoy stories, songs and crafts. A drink and snack are provided for the children and while they
are distracted, mums, dads, carers get some peace, tea, and freshly made cake. There is a
small charge of £1.50 per family, half of which goes towards running the group, the other half
to charity.
Fledgelings raised £55 for the Mothers’ Union (‘Away From It All’) special fund that provides
holidays for families in need. This was a thank you for the lunch provided for them by Mothers’ Union at the Christmas party in December.
Contact the Church Office for more information

St. James’ Church Centre Breastfeeding Drop-in
Group
Tuesdays 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm
Come along for Support and information or just
tea and a chat
Bumps, babies, siblings & mums welcome!
(If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for
partners/parents/friends too!)

Family choices—Sunday clubs
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‘The Shore’

‘

‘The Shore’ is our re-branding for our Sunday morning provision
for all our young people since the summer in an effort to grow and
develop our children’s work, introduce new ideas and bring a
sense of unity across our services. (More volunteers especially

for Surfers at 11am at St James’ are urgently needed. Speak to
Rev Hannah or James please if you can spare some time.)
Paddlers is our group for those age 3-7 years which meets during the
11am service at St James’ in term time. Paddlers will meet with all the
other children in the hall for an act of worship and then go into their
own group for stories, craft, colouring, games and a drink and snack.
They will come into church during communion.
Surfers is our group for those age 8-12 years which meets during the
11am service at St James’ in term time. Surfers will meet with all the
other children in the hall for an act of worship and then go into their
own group for Bible study, discussion, craft and games. They will come
into church during communion.
Navigators – formally Sunday Bunch - is our group for children of all ages which meets during the 9:30am service at St Mary and
St Johns. Navigators will meet for stories, craft, colouring and games.
They will come into church during communion. Navigators meet on 2nd,
4th and 5th Sundays of the month.
Breakers – formally Breakout - is our group for those age 7-11 years which
meets during the 9:30am family service at St James in term time.
Breakers is an opportunity for older children to have fun whilst their parents and siblings are in the family service. Every week is different!

If you need more information on any items in this newsletter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.
co.uk, telephone: 0118 973 0133, or check our website: parish.finchampstead.co.uk
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Farewell; Fairtrade; Churchyard cont’d

Farewell to Revd Mark-Aaron
Our Associate Priest, Revd Mark-Aaron Tisdale, is to become Rector of Glinton, Etton, Maxey,
Peakirk, & Northborough just outside Peterborough in March. We are all very sorry to have to
say goodbye to Revd Mark-Aaron and his family, and would like to thank him for his service
over the past 5 years. His final service will be a Eucharist at St James’ at 6pm on 19th Feb,
followed by a bring and share supper. Please note the sign up sheet if you are able to attend.
Editor’s note: I would particularly like to embarrass him totally by thanking Rev Mark-Aaron
for his unfailing kindness, pastoral care, preaching that has given me new ways to look at my
faith and his devotion to ‘the community’. He will leave a big gap and be very much missed but
I am just so pleased that the location of his new parishes means that he and his wife Cigil will
not have to spend so much of the week apart. Make sure to block out some evenings for ‘No
Meetings’ (with 5 parishes that might be a challenge!) God bless.
FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT runs from 27th February to 12th March 2017.
The theme this year is "It's time to put fair-trade in your break." We are
being asked to buy fair-trade tea, coffee, sugar, cocoa, fruit etc. ourselves and to
encourage our friends, neighbours, colleagues and communities to do so too. The
aim is to amplify the voices of marginalised farmers and producers in developing
countries who work hard but are not paid what they deserve.
They can be helped by shoppers' choices to buy fair-trade products which include
the fair-trade premium in their prices. Look out in the pew-sheet for dates and
times of fair-trade stalls in our churches.

Churchyard Report—continued from page 2
Also there is room for further smaller shrubs if anyone has an urge!! (Talk to me first as we
are trying to keep a record of what is where.)
The final part of the Churchyard development is the landscaping of a “GARDEN of
REMEMBRANCE” just to the south of the upper hedge. We plan a quiet tranquil area
grassed over and with some steps down to the patio area with two “bench-seats-with-a-view”
overlooking the Berkshire Downs on a good day!! This still needs some ‘Digger-machinework’ to do some levelling, raking and seeding and will probably be early / midsummer to
complete the work…
Unfortunately we still have a £5,000 shortfall on our fund raising to complete and so will be
continuing to seek donations during 2017 with 100 Square win-a-Voucher Boards, spring/
autumn Tea Parties, etc..
Any Gardening Volunteers??? Or Donations??? Call Ed Sampson: 0118 973 2069 or Email
ed@sampsononline.co.uk

Making Music
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St James’ Choir—from the editor
The choir, recently augmented with new members, certainly did not disappoint over Christmas. They sang their hearts out and brought the joy of the season to all who heard them,
whether in church, in Wellington College Chapel, at the Memorial Hall or in our local hostelries. Well done and a big thank you to them all and to Janice (music director) and Linda
(organist/pianist). I expect they are already practising music for the Easter season with all the
emotional highs and lows from Palm Sunday through to Easter Day and we look forward to
hearing them. We are very blessed to have such a contribution to our worship week by week.
If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact Janice for an audition.
Janice Devine dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
To listen to the choir, log onto the website

http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk

ST MARY AND ST JOHN’S CHURCH CHOIR - a small, unrobed SATB
group, affiliated to the RSCM; rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 8pm at St Mary
and St John’s Parish Centre, ably led by our musician friend, Lorna White; sings in
various services in the church and at the Royal School of Church Music Oxfordshire Festival Evensong each year; enjoys singing with St James’ Church Choir on a
number of occasions.; welcomes all new members.

St James’ Finchampstead Tower Bell Ringers
In December we enjoyed a lovely meal once again, but at a new venue, The Bull at Arborfield.
Ringing has continued as usual and we also rang for the midnight service on Christmas Eve
and for the Christmas Morning service, with our newer ringers, Jo, Helen and Findlay and 2
Christmas visitors. There aren’t any weddings for a
while but we look forward to ringing for the first one
in the Spring
We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm – 9pm and
would love to welcome more ringers – both novice
and experienced. Do come along and join us.
Please call me in advance if you would like someone to meet you outside.
On Sundays we ring from 10.30am for the 11am
service.
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747
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Social & Fundraising; Confirmation; Fete

News from St. James’ Social and Fundraising Committee + some dates for
your diaries for 2017
Christmas Hamper
Emma Retter was the lucky winner of the Christmas Hamper. We hope Emma and
her family enjoyed the hamper and thank you all for helping to raise £138 for the
church flower fund.
Saturday 25th February
Three Course Supper with musical interludes and silent auction. Tickets are £15
each and are available after Sunday Services or call the Parish Office on 0118
973 0133. Please do come and enjoy this parish fundraising event if you can, it
will be a fun and sociable way to spend a cold winter evening. We look forward to
seeing you.
Sunday 11th June – Parish Family BBQ at St. James’ Church Centre, everyone
welcome, both young and not so young. More details later.
Sunday 23rd July- St. James’ Patronal Festival
The church tower will be open with our usual cream teas etc. More details to follow.
We do value your support and are always looking for new ideas, to not only raise
vital funds for our Parish, but also to enjoy social and fellowship time with each
other. We are a large Parish with a variety of services to suite all tastes and ages, so social events are sometimes the only time when we can all get together.
Please do let us know if you have any suggestions for social occasions and we will
do our best to keep everyone happy.
Sue, Chris, Chris, Gill, Sue, Jane, Mo, Nicky, Sarah
(St. James’ Social and Fundraising Team) January 2017

Extra Notices:
Adult Confirmation Classes: will start on Sat 4th Feb at 2pm at SJCC and the Confirmation
Service will be on Sunday 23rd April.
Please contact Canon Julie urgently if you are interested in being confirmed.
A date for your diary: the Church Fete (which takes place every other year) will be on
Saturday 8th July on the Memorial Park. Your help will be needed.

Community Film Night; Flower Arranging
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Film Night for the Community
This newly released family film is
coming to a pop-up cinema in
your neighbourhood, for one
night only and it’s FREE!
You, your friends and your family
are invited to come to
the cinema at the SMSJ Parish
Centre (Vicarage Close, Finchampstead, RG40 4JW), on

Saturday 18th February at 4.00 pm

There’s no need to book, just turn up in time for the start of the
film at 4.15 pm, collect your free popcorn and soft drink
and sit back and enjoy the film. It will finish by 6.00 pm.

St James’ Flower Arranging Team
After a time of no flowers through Advent, it was joyful to see how St James’ became a
mass of flowers, foliage, berries and shiny decorations during the Christmas celebrations.
If you’d like to join the team for an occasion or for longer, please contact Denise Adams via
the Church Office. All our arrangers are happy to share their skills and experience and decorating for the church festivals is a very convivial time for the team to work together, encouraging each other as we go.
Thank you to the SJ Social Committee for organising a Christmas Hamper raffle for our
Flower Fund. That will help greatly towards the cost of flowers throughout the year. If anyone else would like to donate, please speak to Denise.

SMSJ Flower Team would be delighted to welcome new members - you would have lots of
friendly support. Please contact any member of the team.
Marjorie Stalker, Paula Vicary, June Warr and Ashlyn Webster

Speak to one of the team if you’d like flowers in memory or for a celebration;

Our flowers go to Cockayne Court after the service for the residents to enjoy;

We are always pleased to have donations in money or flowers towards the church arrangements

Opportunities to get together
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Finchampstead & California
Mothers’ Union

Thurs Feb 9th

The theme for 2017 is ‘Faith in Action’.
Please note the later time of the Feb meeting
2.30pm* Branch AGM & visit of our Diocesan President,
Alison Bennett.

Wed Feb 15th

10am

Holy Communion with emphasis on MU.

Fri Feb 24th

10.30am

Rehearsal date for Women's World Day of Prayer

Fri Mar 3rd

10.30am

Women's World Day of Prayer at St James’ Church
Service composed by women of the Philippines.
+ refreshments.

Thurs Mar 9th

2pm

Branch Meeting ~
Link Visiting
Scheme; speaker - Jenny

Wed Mar 15th

10am

Holy Communion with emphasis on
Mothers' Union.

Thurs Apr 13th

2pm

Branch Meeting ~
Wave of
Prayer with our Link Dioceses.

Wed Apr 19th

10am

Holy Communion with emphasis on
Mothers' Union.

Local meetings for
women and men are
held on the second
Thursday of each
month at 2pm in
St James’ Church
Centre, usually with
a speaker and
afternoon tea

All our meetings & services are held in the Church Centre unless otherwise stated.
Everyone is most welcome to attend.
Sarah Owen, (Branch Leader).
Forward Notice of Evening Meeting: Thursday June 29th at 7.30pm A cheese & wine with
entertaining speaker on the history of the Musicals from the West End & Broadway.

Ladies’ Breakfasts

We meet half-termly on a Saturday morning in the
SJ Church Centre, 9 - 10am (setting up from 8.45am and clearing up from
10am for those who can help) for lots of friendly chat over dishes of delicious
fruit salad, yoghurt, continental breakfast followed by a short ‘thought for the day/week’.
We welcome newcomers of all ages.
Next Breakfast date is 18 March. If you can come, just let me know so I can provide
enough breakfast. I look forward to breakfasting and chatting with you.
Carolyn Fox
carolynfox@aol.com
01189732262

Opportunities to get together
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PREPARE FOR LIFTOFF
VALENTINE’S MESSTIVAL - TUESDAY 14TH FEBRUARY, ST. JAMES’
CHURCH CENTRE

1130-1300 GALACTIC

PICNIC

Bring your lunch and join us for stories, games and crafts that are out of this
world. £1.50 per child. (Must be accompanied by an adult)

1630-1830 BLAST

OFF!

Beam up for fancy dress, crazy challenges, and dancing as we enter hyperspace. £5 per child including dinner. (Must be accompanied by an adult)

1930

THE CELESTIAL CINEMA

‘Houston, we have a problem’; you’re invited to a ‘galaxy far, far away’ to
watch a space classic. ‘Don’t panic!’ Refreshments available.
Booking essential. Fancy dress encouraged but not compulsory. For more
details or to book your place contact the office or email:
jameslawbuary@yahoo.com
‘’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’’
Also to come (Watch out for details): April 22nd Messtival Easter

Is the newsletter giving you all the
sort of information you’d like?
Would you like to write an article
now and again?
Let me know what you think at
newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk
Is anyone out there reading any of
this?

From 2.00 till 3.30pm
on the 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays of the month
in St Mary & St John’s
Parish Centre, Billing Avenue. A social occasion
for anyone living locally to pop in, sit down and
relax over a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.
Everyone, all ages, welcome.
If you have not found what you are looking for,
or need more information about times, venues,
etc, please contact the Church Office, by e-mail:
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
or telephone 0118 973 0133
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Lent 2017

Living Justly in
the World
A series of talks
“And what does the Lord require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your
God.” (Micah 6:8)

Do our beliefs challenge the way that we live our lives?

7th March Use of Money – Rosemary Pearce

14th March Living Justly in a Changing Environment – Dave Bookless
21st March Towards an Ethical Approach to Buying Food - Maranda
St John Nicolle and Canon Glyn Evans
28th March Fairtrade – Canon Chris Sugden, and Fair Trade representative Derek Malin Fairtrade goods available for sale
4th April Activism: from the Abolitionists to the Paris Climate
Agreement – Siobhan Grimes
These topics will be explored through a series of Tuesday
evening talks with the opportunity for group discussion and
questions. This year there will also be a bookstall from
Quench available, with a selection of books about this year’s topics.

The talks will be on Tuesday evenings 7.30pm—9pm
throughout Lent at St James’ Church Centre, Finchampstead

Mityana Report by Rev Hugh Wakeling;
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In October 2016 when I visited Mityana in Uganda I was delighted to see the new health
clinic that has been built at Kasoolo Secondary School. It will serve the school as well as
the local community, and demonstrates that the Church is keen to help the people living in
that area. At the time of my visit the roof had just been completed, but the building is now
complete.

As a consequence of us putting up this clinic I was approached and asked whether we could
also put up clinics at three other places, where there are currently no medical facilities at all.
I went to visit all three locations and decided that it might be best to try to raise funds to build
a second clinic at Rwamashengyero, where they desperately need a maternity unit, as well
as a basic clinic like the one now at Kasoolo. Please pray that somehow we may manage to
find funds to build a clinic with a maternity unit at Rwamashengyero.
It was good also to go and visit Mpirigwa Primary School where this year we have been able
to provide them with a bore hole and new latrines. It has taken four years to get enough
funds to construct this bore hole but it is great to now see it in operation.

I also visited Myanzi Prison where last year we donated some matrasses. This year they
drew my attention to the old water tank that now leaks and is unusable, and asked whether
we could provide them a new one. I hope that we will be able to do this during 2017.
It was very encouraging to me to see the Church of Uganda replacing three of their existing
Churches in Mityana Town with bigger Churches. Canon Michael’s Church, All Saints, is
more advanced than the others.
(continued on page 15)
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Supporting the Church

Using our gifts
In the December/January newsletter, I wrote a piece about volunteering, about offering your
God-given skills in His service. You have been given them for a purpose and that may be to
enhance and help the church community here in Finchampstead & California or it may be in
the wider world. That may be in a far-flung part of the world or it may be in your home or
place of employment or leisure. You can be sure that God has a plan to use your skills—you
just need to find out what that plan is and then act on it. What are your skills? What gifts has
God given you? How can you serve Him and give Him glory by offering to use them?
I did suggest that that might be a good New Year Resolution but the year is now well underway and perhaps life was so hectic, you didn’t even have time to think. The good news is that
it is never too late to thank God for your skills and offer them back to Him. Why not offer and
see where it goes?
This newsletter may give you an idea of what sort of things are needed within the church—
every task needs lots of different types of skills and abilities to support it—so have a word
with one of the clergy.
Of course, one of your gifts is your money and Lent might be a good time to review your
giving both to charity and to the church and even to give a legacy to the church in your will.
EASY FUNDRAISING - sign up now
Over 2,700 retailers, including Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis, Debenhams etc, are waiting to give money to our church. All you need to do is sign up as a supporter of the church
(Parish of Finchampstead & California) on easyfundraising.org.uk and then go through their
site for all your online shopping, including holiday bookings and travel.
At no extra cost to you, the church will receive a percentage of your spend. Please sign up!
Thank you.

Churchyard, Extension and its Funding
Per Ed’s report on page 2, we are thankfully near
CYT
to paying for the work to create the new
extension. After that, funds are then required year
on year for its maintenance. Please consider a
donation if you haven’t already.
Donations can be Gift Aided and cheques should
be made out to: “Helen Taylor Churchyard Trust”
and sent to Ed Sampson c/o St James Church Office, Manor House, Church Lane, Finchampstead, RG40 4LU. Contact Ed for further information on tel. 0118 973 2069 or email
ed@sampsononline.co.uk

Mityana cont’d; Prayertime; Bible Reading
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Rev Hugh’s Report from Mityana in Uganda—continued from page 13
He (Canon Michael) was the one who came to our APCM here at Finchampstead in April
2016. On one Sunday morning I attended his new Church and there were about 800 in
the Church for the Sunday morning service.
Below is a picture of the choir inside the new All Saints Church, and a picture of the outside of the new St Stephen’s Church, which is not so large, but now has its roof in place.
As I understand it the rebuilding of both these churches is being funded largely by the
people who worship in them.

Give thanks and praise God for all that he is doing in Uganda!
Hugh Wakeling

Prayertime

A small,
friendly, relaxed group of
people meet in my home on
the fourth Thursday of each month
(except Dec) to pray for issues which
concern us, both globally and personally. Revd Hugh Wakeling and I take
turns to lead the evening, the shape of
which takes many forms. Anything
shared within the group is confidential.
Future dates: 23 Feb and 23 March,
27 April.
Paula Vicary.
E-mail: paulavicary@googlemail.com

If you are interested in
joining the Parish Bible
Reading Notes scheme,
contact the Church Office.

May your Lent be a time of thought and revelation so that your Easter is all the more glorious!
Alleluia!!
The Editor

Ministry Team
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Revd Canon Julie
Ramsbottom

0118 973 2102

Miss Joanne Myall

07908757254 joannemyall@hotmail.co.uk

Mr Ed Sampson

0118 973 2069 ed@sampsononline.co.uk

Mrs Sharon White

0118 973 6129 slwhite4@btinternet.com

Mrs Marjorie Stalker

01344 779636

COMMUNION AT HOME
If you or anyone you know is
Associate Priest
Revd Mark-Aaron Tisdale 0118 973 0030 unable to get to St James’ or
St Mary & St John’s Church
Associate Priest
Revd Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 for a period of time and
would like to receive Com0118 973 4393
Curate
Revd Hannah Higginson
munion at home or in hospital, please contact the
Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott
Church Office to advise.
Youth & Family Worker Mr James Lawbuary
Thank you
Rector

Churchwardens:
St James
Churchwardens:
St Mary & St John

marjoriestalker@hotmail.com

Please Note: Annual Parochial Church Meeting:

Monday April 24th at 7.30pm at St James’ Church Centre
A time for all those on the Church Electoral Roll to come together
to hear about the finances, organization & plans of the parish, to
elect representatives and enjoy some social time. Please do attend.

Commit to meeting needs of the sick,
lonely, bereaved, housebound

Attain highest standards in listening,
confidentiality and
response

Respect for those
supported regardless
of religion/faith values

Encourage by example

