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It is great to be in Finch! I am beginning to familiarize
myself with my new surroundings and one of the first
things I have to do is learn the local lingo. I have been
told from reliable sources that if you are young and
trendy you call it Finch, if you are from outside the village you call it Finch-hamp-stead, and if you are born
and bred in the village you say, Finchum-stead - if I
have missed a pronunciation then do let me know!
My first engagement as Associate Minister was to
preside at communion for my welcome service on the
first Sunday in May. We were blessed with a beautiful
evening and when the service was over the sun was setting in the west, shining on the church tower as if it
were a beacon of hope, as indeed it was referred to in
the sermon. Many friends and family said what a lovely service it was and so I must thank all those who
were involved in putting it together.
A special mention must go to the choir who sang so
beautifully. It was a privilege to be part of such a wonderful service and I have been informed that it was a
‘Finch Special’, something that St James’ church is
particularly good at. As I stood in the chancel, it was

impressive hearing everyone singing their hearts out.
Now that I am beginning to settle in I look forward to moving around the parish and
getting to know you all. Some of you may have spotted me already as I have been
doing a bit of leafleting, attending parish council meetings and taking a few school
assemblies. I hope that over the next few weeks and months I get to have a cup of
tea with as many of you as possible. It is great to be here and I look forward to sharing together as we grow in the knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Reverend Julian McAllen
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Churchyard & Extension

Apart from cutting the grass and keeping an eye on the trees June through to August is relatively quiet in the churchyard. This has allowed us to get on with the long list of landscaping
jobs all over the Manor House grounds as well as in the Churchyard extension.
We are working on ideas to resolve what and how to manage the two main sloping areas in
the extension. But the feeling of relief was celebrated with a pint in the Queen’s Oak pub
when we at last essentially finished the Garden of Remembrance to the south of the enclosed lawn/Manor House.

Some pictures below may remind anyone who was passing by while the area was under reconstruction.
From the early ground levelling by a big boy’s digger, through to laying of the lawn turfs and
the final picture showing the fence and gate……
Dave completed the wall of sleepers by the entrance gate and securing the various bench
seats… And Chris busy in the car park garden borders which look really great and colourful
and various borders elsewhere. It was also great to see Laurie who came up to check we
were getting along with all the jobs but is still very much on light duties…
A great many thanks to all those who helped with the fund raising and to those who donated
to the Churchyard Extension fund. I am enormously grateful because without you the new
churchyard would never have happened. So huge thanks to all.
Report continued on Page 9
GARDEN of REMEMBRANCE:

The final due date for copy for the Aug ’17/ Nov ’17 Newsletter is Monday 6th November.
Please send your contributions to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk.
Copies will be
distributed in our churches and centres from Sunday 26th Nov and be on the website IN
COLOUR by that date.
Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fox

Environment
Go Green

Recycling facilities at

St James’ Church Centre &
St Mary & St John’s Parish
Centre. Recycling boxes are

available for:
 Tea, coffee and fruit skins (these are
composted)
 Batteries*, Water filters*, tetra packs,
and silver foil (go to Tesco)
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft).
 Stamps and milk bottle tops (at St Mary
& St John’s go to WADE; and at St
James’ to Nine Mile Ride School).
 We are linked with Recycle4charity for
inkjet cartridges & mobiles. Recycling
boxes and envelopes at each Centre.
Please spread the word. Richard Owen
* Robert Dyas also recycle these responsibly.
~

It is possible to recycle more, ie:
• Household Cleaning wipe
packets;
• Trigger Section of Household
Cleaning Liquids;
 Flip tops of Washing Up Liquid Bottles ;
 Any sweet biscuit wrappers

~

Community
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Simple Lunch, Tea & Chat, Food bank
The Simple Lunch
is a joint community
venture between our own Parish and
Finchampstead Baptist Church, which
started in March 2014. Volunteers serve lunch
at a minimal cost in St Mary & St John’s Parish
Centre on 1st and 3rd Tuesdays each month
between 12 and 1.30pm for anyone in the community who wishes to come.
Meanwhile Tea & Chat continues as before on
2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons between 2.00
and 3.30pm in the Billing Avenue Centre, where
folk can drop in for a chat, a cuppa and cake.
Foodbanks: We support Crowthorne Food Bank
(CFB) - see address below to take donations
and also Wokingham Food Bank.
……………………………………………………………………………………….

More recycling news:
Henry Street Nursery has a temporary halt
on recycling plastic plant pots and trays hopefully this will be restored before long.
It was a valuable facility to cut landfill.
Support your local Christian bookshop
in Holme Grange Craft Village

Please either hand these items to Gill
Coombs or add them to her labelled
collection box in SJ Church Centre kitchen. Change of address/ Crowthorne Foodbank is
telephone/e-mail? now at :
Please let the Church Vineyard Church Centre,
The Parish of Finchampstead
Office know if any of 25 Wellington Business
and California is proud to be a
your contact details Park, Dukes Ride,
Fairtrade Parish.
Crowthorne, RG45 6LS.
change so we can
Both St James’ and St Mary &
The opening hours are Mon
keep our database
St John’s churches use Fairand Thurs 12—2
up-to-date.
E-mail:
trade products for refreshments, and proDetails of their present reoffice@stjames.
mote Fairtrade throughout the year.
quirements are posted from
finchampstead.co.uk,
time to time on our website.
tel: 0118 973 0133
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Young People, Babies & Toddlers,

Our Youth Group meets in St James’ Church
Centre every Sunday evening in term time. Open
to all in school years 6 -13, 6pm -7.30pm.
Come along for the opportunity to chill out, make some new friends, play some sport
& get creative.
For details of special events, check out Facebook, our website
(parish.finchampstead.co.uk) & the weekly pew/notice sheets.
Also, trips out for Years 9—13 – contact James Lawbuary for details.

We look forward to welcoming James back from sabbatical in September.
For babies and pre– school children
Fledgelings Toddler Group - runs every
Tuesday in term time 1:45-3:30pm in
St James’ Church Centre. We have a
large, well-equipped playroom and enjoy stories, songs and crafts. A drink and snack are
provided for the children and while they are distracted, mums, dads, carers get some peace,
tea, and freshly made cake. There is a small charge of £1.50
per family, half of which goes towards running the group, the
other half to charity.
Contact the Church Office for more information
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Well done to Fledgelings who did a Sponsored Toddle in May
to raise funds for a Mothers’ Union project as a thank you for
all the teas and Christmas Lunch that MU provides for them.

St. James’ Church Centre Breastfeeding Drop-in
Group
Tuesdays 12.30 pm – 2.00 pm
Come along for Support and information or just
tea and a chat
Bumps, babies, siblings & mums welcome!
(If you need a lift there will be a hot drink for
partners/parents/friends too!)

Family choices—Sunday clubs
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‘The Shore’

‘

‘The Shore’ is our re-branding for our Sunday morning provision
for all our young people since summer 2016 in an effort to grow
and develop our children’s work, introduce new ideas and bring a
sense of unity across our services. (More volunteers especially

for Surfers at 11am at St James’ are always needed. Speak to
Rev Hannah or James please if you can spare some time.)
Paddlers is our group for those age 3-7 years which meets during the
11am service at St James’ in term time. Paddlers will meet with all the
other children in the hall for an act of worship and then go into their
own group for stories, craft, colouring, games and a drink and snack.
They will come into church during communion.

Surfers is our group for those age 8-12 years which meets during the
11am service at St James’ in term time. Surfers will meet with all the
other children in the hall for an act of worship and then go into their
own group for Bible study, discussion, craft and games. They will come
into church during communion.

Navigators – formally Sunday Bunch - is our group for children of all ages which meets during the 9:30am service at St Mary and
St Johns. Navigators will meet for stories, craft, colouring and games.
They will come into church during communion. Navigators meet on 2nd,
4th and 5th Sundays of the month, except during the summer holidays.

Breakers – formally Breakout - is our group for those age 7-11 years which
meets during the 9:30am family service at St James in term time.
Breakers is an opportunity for older children to have fun whilst their parents and siblings are in the family service. Every week is different!

If you need more information on any items in this newsletter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.
co.uk, telephone: 0118 973 0133, or check our website: parish.finchampstead.co.uk
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Flowers Arranging; Christian Aid Week Update

St James’ Flower Team
Thank you to those who arrange, fund raise and donate their time, money or foliage. This enables us to put fresh ﬂowers into our church throughout the year creating our own colourful
oasis. Over the next few months we are offering sessions to learn how to create some of the
arrangements we have in church.
If you are interested in getting involved in any way please contact Denise Adams via the
church ofﬁce.

SMSJ Flower Team would be delighted to welcome new members - you would have lots of
friendly support. Please contact any member of the team.
Marjorie Stalker, Paula Vicary, June Warr and Ashlyn Webster
•
Speak to one of the team if you’d like flowers in memory or for a celebration;
•
Our flowers go to Cockayne Court after the service for the residents to enjoy;
•
We are always pleased to have donations in money or flowers towards the church
arrangements

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR SUPPORTING CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2017
Our final results were as follows:House to House Collection

£1294.44

Street Collection

£ 167.89

Church Collections

£ 636.35

Cake Sale

£ 90.00

Quizaid

£ 210.20

Green Team Event & Simple Lunch £ 34.41
TOTAL

£2433.29

Throughout the year you can see how to help Christian Aid's Campaigning
and other work on www.christianaid.org.uk

Making Music
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St James’ Choir—from the editor
Sunday by Sunday we are grateful to be led in worship by our large and musically accomplished four-part choir. We wish them a well deserved break during August and, although we’ll
appreciate their individual voices in the congregation during the summer, we look forward to
their massed return in September.
Before their break, we were treated to the most magnificent choir concert as part of the
Patronal Festival weekend - I’m sure everyone present will have marvelled at the variety and
talent displayed, and especially the confident solos from even our most junior choristers.
Thank you to you all.
If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact Janice for an audition.
Janice Devine dom@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
To listen to the choir, log onto the website
http://parish.finchampstead.co.uk

ST MARY AND ST JOHN’S CHURCH CHOIR - a small, unrobed SATB

group, affiliated to the RSCM; rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 8pm at St Mary
and St John’s Parish Centre, ably led by our musician friend, Lorna White; sings in
various services in the church and at the Royal School of Church Music Oxfordshire Festival Evensong each year; enjoys singing with St James’ Church Choir on a
number of occasions; welcomes all new members.

St James’ Finchampstead Tower Bell Ringers
We had been hoping for good, clear weather for the Patronal Festival. Certainly there have
been occasions over the past few months when we have opened all the windows and still felt
the heat and much appreciated a quick drink at the Queen’s Oak after a practice. However,
although mostly cloudy, the rain did hold off and over 200 people climbed the steps to see the
bells and the views and learn a little about the tower and ringing.
We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm – 9pm and would
love to welcome more ringers – both novice and experienced. Do come along and join us. Please call me in advance if you would like someone to meet you outside.
On Sundays we ring from 10.30am for the 11am service.
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747

Page 8

Social & Fundraising;

Sunday 11th June – Parish Family BBQ
The BBQ was very well supported with around 110 folks, both young and not so
young, enjoying a warm and sunny lunch. Kate and Sam organised a walk and games
for the young families after the 9.30 service, which enabled them to stay on for
the BBQ lunch. Around £240 for general church funds was raised. Many thanks
to everyone who came and to Pete our chef.
Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd July – St. James’ Patronal Festival Weekend
The weekend got off to a good start on Saturday evening when we were entertained by our very talented Church Choir, the concert included full choir pieces,
and solos, including some of our young choristers. After a delicious buffet the
second half of the concert featured some audience participation. A fun event
which raised £698 for church funds. Many thanks to Janice and choir for such a
lovely evening.
Sunday afternoon, thankfully the weather behaved itself, in spite of the short
shower during the morning. The church tower was open and was busy all afternoon. Thank you to our bell ringers who manned the tower and were on hand to explain the history and background of the bells, a big thankyou to Hugh and the
tower team. The books, plants, bric-a-brac stalls, games and raffles were doing a
roaring trade and the children enjoyed the face painting. The ladies in the kitchen did a tremendous job serving cream teas and were busy all afternoon with the
teapots.
Thank you to everyone who came and enjoyed the weekend, the wonderful cake
bakers, the ladies who worked so hard doing the washing up, and especially to everyone for coming and spending their money. We are delighted to say the weekend
raised an amazing amount of £2045 for church funds and it could not have been
achieved without the help and support of so many people.

A few dates for your diaries – everyone welcome.
30th September – Harvest Supper
14th October – Quiz and Supper Evening (back by popular demand)
Sue, Chris, Chris, Gill, Sue, Jane, Mo, Nicky, Sarah
(St. James Social and Fundraising Team)
July 2017

Churchyard/Extension cont’d; Church Fete Update
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(Cont’d from Page 2)
I can announce that we have reached our fund target with everybody’s help and donations
and although there are still a few more weeks of work we have successfully covered all our
major needs. We could always do with any donations of plants, shrubs or ornamental trees
over the coming weeks and months, as autumn bulb planting season approaches…

AFTER:

Any Gardening Volunteers??? Call: 0118 973 2069 or Email ed@sampsononline.co.uk
Come along at 10am any Thursday and help doing all sorts of gardening tasks. We will provide coffee and we could even finish up in the pub at 12.00….
Or you could take on a particular part or area of the M. H. grounds or Churchyard either, by
yourself, with a buddy or as a family.

Church Fete Update:
A big thank you to Louise & Flemming Westphalen for masterminding a very
enjoyable Fete on the Memorial Park on July 8th.
Besides being a sunny, fun day, it also raised in excess of £6.5K for Church
funds. Thank you to everyone who helped or spent!

Opportunities to get together
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Finchampstead & California
Mothers’ Union
Thurs Aug

10th

The theme for 2017 is ‘Faith in Action’.
12.30 for 1pm
Mary Sumner ‘Bring & Share’ Lunch and raffle for
‘Away from it all’ (AFIA)

Wed Aug 16th

10am

Holy Communion with emphasis on MU.

Thurs Sept 14th

2pm

Branch Meeting: a talk on ‘Away From it all’ (AFIA)
Speaker: Marion Gunning

Wed Sept 20th

10am

Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union.

Thurs Sept 28th

10.30am

Thurs Oct 12th

2pm

MU Committee Meeting at SJ Church
Local meetings for
Centre
women and men are
held on the second
Branch Meeting: a talk on ME2 Club
Thursday of each
Speaker: Bev Mitchell
month at 2pm in

Sunday Oct 15th After 9.30 & 11am services at SJ: Cake sale and
MU Enterprises stall in aid of
MU Overseas work

St James’ Church
Centre, usually with
a speaker and
afternoon tea

Wed Oct 18th

10am

Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union.

Thurs Nov 9th

2pm

Branch Meeting: Our favourite Poems & Readings

Wed Nov 15th

10am

Holy Communion with emphasis on Mothers' Union.

All our meetings & services are held in the Church Centre unless otherwise stated.
Everyone is most welcome to come and join us.
Sarah Owen, (Branch Leader).

Ladies’ Breakfasts

We meet half-termly on a Saturday morning in the SJ
Church Centre, 9 - 10am (setting up from 8.45am and clearing up from 10am
for those who can help) for lots of friendly chat over dishes of delicious fruit
salad, yoghurt, continental breakfast followed by a short ‘thought for the day/week’.
We welcome newcomers of all ages.
Next Breakfast dates are 16 Sept and 25 Nov. If you can come, just let me know so I can
provide enough breakfast. I look forward to breakfasting and chatting with you.
Carolyn Fox
carolynfox@aol.com
01189732262

Opportunities to get together
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Messtival Light Party
Saturday 21st October,
St. James’ Church Centre
Watch out for more exciting details in due course
Booking Will Be Essential: Contact James on jameslawbuary@yahoo.com or
the Church Office

More Working party mornings organised by the Green Team
To clear more of the woodland area in the Churchyard Extension

Saturdays 14th Oct and 4th Nov 10am—noon

(followed by bacon
butties) Bring strong gloves and tools. Older children welcome accompanied
by adults.
NB Sadly the rabbits have defeated (eaten) our attempts at establishing a
wildflower area—Sorry to those who grew the seedlings and helped us plant
last time—little did we know we were just preparing a tasty meal!

Is the newsletter giving you all the
sort of information you’d like?
Would you like to write an article
now and again?
Let me know what you think at
newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk

Is anyone out there reading any of
this?
(This item repeated as there were
no replies at all last time or the time
before.)

From 2.00 till 3.30pm
on the 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays of the month
in St Mary & St John’s
Parish Centre, Billing Avenue. A social occasion
for anyone living locally to pop in, sit down and
relax over a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.
Everyone, all ages, welcome.

If you have not found what you are looking for,
or need more information about times, venues,
etc, please contact the Church Office, by e-mail:
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
or telephone 0118 973 0133
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Thank you for your help for Uganda

During the year 2015/2016 the Mityana Charity was able to provide five water tanks and
five sets of four-door latrines at schools, clinics and a prison. This has been achieved because of many gifts received from a number of Churches and from others. In particular
we want to thank the Parish of Finchampstead and California for two generous gifts.
Last year with your gift we were able to provide a water tank at Miseebe Health Centre
and a set of latrines at Kiteredde Health Centre. This year the Parish has allocated us a
further gift, and the latest news is that using this gift we have been able to provide a water tank at Hillside Primary School and a set of four-door latrines at Kalangaala Secondary School. See the pictures below:

We want to thank you all as members of the Parish of Finchampstead and California for
your ongoing interest and contributions towards helping poor people in Uganda. Uganda
is starting to recover from the past, and is beginning to take steps forward of its own,
without help from the UK. Some of the drinking water projects now being carried out by
the Mityana Charity Team, based in Uganda, are being funded by money raised by the
Ugandans from places other than the UK. They are also beginning to raise money in
Uganda.
During the last 12 months the Mityana Charity has had its best year ever! There are now
more than 250 local children and young people in Mityana Town sponsored by donors in
the UK, so that their tuition fees are paid. Each year each child receives a school uniform and a pair of shoes, so that they can go to school and work their way out of poverty.
If you would like to sponsor a child in this way do contact the charity, or talk to me about
it.
The largest project in recent months has been the construction of the new Clinic at
Kasoolo. On 28th February 2017, in the presence of a large crowd of people, this Clinic
was officially opened by Jean Ajin, UK Chair of the Mityana Charity, and it was blessed
by the Bishop of Mityana, and there was much rejoicing. Here is a picture from the big
day: (cont’d on page 13)

Uganda cont’d; Supporting the church;
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Now that this project is successfully behind us we need to pray that somehow we may
manage to find funds to build the next clinic, which is planned to be at another area of great
need called Rwamashengyero!
Please pray for us as we seek to raise money for this, and other projects.
Hugh Wakeling

Matched Funding
Do you work for a company with a Corporate Social Responsibility
Programme, that includes matched funding for fundraising items?
If you are not using this facility to support other good causes,
would you be willing to use it to support church fundraising?
If so, I’d love to hear from you to explore this further.
Carolyn Fox
carolynfox@aol.com
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Supporting the Church, cont’d

Volunteering Opportunities - Aug 2017
Gardening Club Help look after the grounds round the
church (Thursday mornings)
Fabric & Property Committee Deals with all aspects of
property maintenance
Helpers for Surfers (SJ) - Sunday 11am 8-12 yr olds
Helpers for Contrast (SJ) - Sunday evening youth group
Helpers for Messtival etc - one-off young people's events
Sidespeople (SJ) - especially 9.30 Family Service
Coffee rota (SJ) - especially 9.30 Family Service
Sidespeople (SMSJ)
Social group committee Help organise and run a varied
programme of social events
Fairtrade Occasional stalls before or after services

Contact*
Ed Sampson
Ed Sampson
Rev'd Hannah
James Lawbuary
James Lawbuary
Nicky Alder
Nicky Alder
Marjorie Stalker
Sue Sampson
Pam Smith

*Contact details available from the church office.

EASY FUNDRAISING - sign up now
Over 2,700 retailers, including Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis, Debenhams etc, are waiting to give money to our church. All you need to do is sign up as a supporter of the church
(Parish of Finchampstead & California) on easyfundraising.org.uk and then go through their
site for all your online shopping, including holiday bookings and travel.
At no extra cost to you, the church will receive a percentage of your spend. Please sign up!
Thank you.
Churchyard, Extension and its Funding
We will thankfully this year have raised all the almost £50K needed to pay for the work to create
CYT
the new churchyard extension. Well done to all.
Now of course we have more grass to cut so
funds are still required year on year for the total
churchyard maintenance. Please consider a donation or support our Spring/Autumn Teas.
Donations can be Gift Aided and cheques should
be made out to: “Helen Taylor Churchyard Trust” and sent to Ed Sampson c/o St James
Church Office, Manor House, Church Lane, Finchampstead, RG40 4LU. Contact Ed for further information on tel. 0118 973 2069 or email ed@sampsononline.co.uk

Quiet Day; Prayertime; Bible Reading
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Parish Quiet Day
On Saturday 30th September we are running a parish quiet day at Ascot
Priory. The Priory is set in 40 acres of
beautiful woodlands and gardens.
The day will consist of several short

addresses, a Eucharist, and plenty of
time and space for silence and prayer.
The cost is still to be confirmed but
will be around £15 per person to include lunch and the use of the Priory
and its extensive grounds.
Everyone is welcome. Look out for a sign up sheet and more details early
September. For more information please speak to Revd Hannah.

Prayertime
A small, friendly, relaxed group of people
meet in my home on the
fourth Thursday of each
month (except Dec) to
pray for issues which concern us, both
globally and personally. Revd Hugh
Wakeling and I take turns to lead the
evening, the shape of which takes
many forms. Anything shared within
the group is confidential.
Future dates: 24 Aug, 28 Sept, 26 Oct
and 23 Nov.
Paula Vicary.
E-mail: paulavicary@googlemail.com

Bible Reading
If you are interested in
joining the Parish Bible
Reading Notes scheme,
contact the Church Office.
.

Recommended reading:
‘Dirty Glory’ by Pete Greig with a foreword by Bear Grylls
(Astounding stories of answered prayer)

Ministry Team
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Revd Canon Julie
Ramsbottom

0118 973 2102

Miss Joanne Myall

07908757254 joannemyall@hotmail.co.uk

Mr Ed Sampson

0118 973 2069 ed@sampsononline.co.uk

Mr Dave Moore

davemoore10538@gmail.
com

COMMUNION AT HOME
If you or anyone you know is
0118 973 5876 unable to get to St James’ or
Associate Priest
Revd Julian McAllen
St Mary & St John’s Church
Associate Priest
Revd Canon John Edwards 01344 774586 for a period of time and
would like to receive Com0118 973 4393
Curate
Revd Hannah Higginson
munion at home or in hospital, please contact the
Lay Eucharistic Minister Mr Paul Arscott
Church Office to advise.
Youth & Family Worker Mr James Lawbuary
Thank you
Rector

Churchwardens:
St James
Churchwardens:
St Mary & St John

Mrs Marjorie Stalker

01344 779636

marjoriestalker@hotmail.
com

Canon Julie is now on a well earned sabbatical until 12 November. We wish her rest,
refreshment and time for quiet contemplation and time with God.
Thank you to Canon John who will deputise during this period.
However our first port of call for most queries should be the Church Office and Karen & Kate will direct the queries appropriately. Thank you.

Commit to meeting needs of the sick,
lonely, bereaved, housebound

Attain highest standards in listening,
confidentiality and
response

Respect for those
supported regardless
of religion/faith values

Encourage by example

