Newsletter from the Parish Church of Finchampstead and California

Merry Christmas from your Local Anglican Churches!
Inside this special Christmas newsletter you will find details of events and
groups which we are running over the coming months.
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
Prior to the first Christmas, there were many
rousing prophecies about the coming of the Messiah.
Then Christmas brought a tiny baby, Jesus! – how
could such a small mite be the solution to the
problems of God’s people? This however was Jesus’
first and greatest lesson to us, about God’s attitude
towards us. The message is simple: God is with us (the meaning of the word
‘Emmanuel’) and loves us just as we are, with no strings attached. Even if we
turn away or choose not to believe, He loves us just the same.
A baby after all is full of freshness and trusting love. A baby’s eyes are
fixed on the future. A child’s loving confidence can work wonders with those
who think themselves very tough, and can bring new life to the weary. But
perhaps the most amazing lesson is one which we have all experienced when
stretching out a tentative finger to a newborn baby – he or she grasps it with
uncanny strength.
Stretch out just one finger to the Infant King this Christmas and He will
grasp you to Himself as firmly as you will let Him. There is no catch – His love is
unconditional, and He will never let you down. Join us in church this Advent
and Christmastide then, first to prepare for and then to celebrate His birth.
‘Behold, a young woman shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Emmanuel’. ( Isaiah 7:14)
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas, and a most blessed New Year!
Revd Canon Julie Ramsbottom, Rector

For information on all of our Christmas services, including Christingle and
Midnight Mass, please look inside your Christmas card!
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Families and children
Fledgelings Baby & Toddler Group - runs
every Tuesday in term time 1:45-3:30pm
in St James’ Church Centre. To finish this
term on Tuesday 12th December there will be fun with Christmas crafts.

Fun, Friends&Fellowship@11 is our monthly family service held at St
Mary and St John’s Church which meets in Gorse Ride Junior School hall. Come
along at 11am for exactly what the name suggests – fun, friendship and
fellowship! First Sunday of each month.
Our Youth Group meets in St James’ Church
Centre every Sunday evening in term time.
Open to all in school years 6-13, 6-7.30pm. Come along for the opportunity to
chill out, make some new friends, play some sport & get creative.

Messtival happens several times a year. Come
along for food, fun, craft and games. Check our website for
details of dates. Christmas Special on 16 Dec ‘Nativity on
the Loose’ (see opposite)
We also have a family service every week at St James’ at 9:30am, and offer
Sunday clubs for children at our 11am Parish Communion service.

Church News
Lent Talks 2018 this year we return to a Lecture format by three bishops, an
archdeacon and a canon. Look out for posters in the community nearer the
time, but dates for your diary are: 20/2, 27/2, 6/3, 13/3 and 20/3. The Lent
Talks will be held at St James’ Church Centre.

In the Community
The Simple Lunch runs on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of each month at St Mary
& St John’s Parish Centre on Billing Avenue. 12-1.30pm. Open to all. Suggested
donation £1.50 per person.
Tea & Chat continues on 2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons 2-3:30pm at St
Mary & St John’s Parish Centre on Billing Avenue. Drop in for a chat, a cuppa
and cake.
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We run monthly meetings for women and
men on 2nd Thursday of each month with a
speaker & tea in St James’ Church Centre.
Carol service & Christmas Tea - Thursday 14th Dec 2pm at St James’.

Tuesday Fellowship Bible Study & Lunch takes place at St Elgius’ Church,
Tope Rd, Arborfield Green at 12.15pm
Also at St Eligius’, a series of Lunchtime Concerts on Wednesdays at 12.30 (6
Dec, 17 Jan, 14 Feb, 14 March) with buffet lunch.

‘Nativity on the Loose’ – Sat 16 Dec 1pm–3pm
An event for all the family. Come and explore the
grounds surrounding St. James’ church on a
Christmassy trail and meet a festive array of
angels, shepherds, magi, townsfolk, stable
animals, unstable animals and even the holy
family! There will be craft activities, live music, real
animals and lots of fun things to discover. Free. Refreshments for sale.

Contact details
If you would like more details of any of the groups or events mentioned in this
newsletter, or information about our regular services, baptisms, weddings,
funerals, please contact the Church office or visit our website
www.parish.finchampstead.co.uk
Church Office

Open weekdays 10-12pm

01189730133

Rector

Revd Canon Julie Ramsbottom

01189732102

Associate Priest
Associate Priest

Revd Julian McAllen
Revd Canon John Edwards

01189735876
01344774586

Curate

Revd Hannah Higginson – at present
on maternity leave
If you or anyone you know is unable to get to church for a period of time and
would like to receive Communion at home or in hospital, or be visited by a
member of the clergy, please do get in touch with us.
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How to find us
St James’ Church and Church Centre are located on Church Lane, RG40 4LU
St Mary and St John’s Church meets in Gorse Ride Junior School, RG40 4JJ
St Mary and St John’s Parish Centre is at the end of Billing Avenue, RG40 4JW

St Eligius’ Church is on Tope Rd, Arborfield Green, RG2 9NB
On 1st November, an
amendment to the
ecclesiastical parish
boundary brought the
previous garrison
church of St Eligius,
Arborfield Green, (PW
in bold near the middle
of this map) and some
surrounding land into
this parish.
To view this newsletter in colour please visit our website
www.parish.finchampstead.co.uk

