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What inspires you?
This a question we can all explore, even those of us who
don’t believe ourselves to be very creative. Anything that
prompts us to do something, be that paint, write, walk or to
actively learn more about something (even just by googling
the answer to a question!) is inspiration.
I find the springtime particularly inspiring as the colours of the
world around us begin to change. The bright colours of daffodils and tulips make me feel cheerful and this has a positive
impact on my creativity. The desire to create, to learn and to
enjoy the arts is one way I believe that humanity is created in
the image of God. God created all that we see in the world
around us and gave us our innate sense of appreciation for
the beautiful. It’s something we can thank God for.
The arts are also a way we can encounter and learn more
about God. There is a poem I love called ‘The Coming’ by RS
Thomas. It speaks about God’s desire to come into our broken world. I encountered this poem several years ago and it
helped me to consider Jesus’ incarnation: a part of the trinity
giving up their divinity to embrace the reality of humanity…
the beautiful image presented in the poem changed how I
thought about God. It helped me to grow in my faith. We can
all find things to help us deepen our understanding of God.

Our Lent Lectures this year focus on ‘Inspired By…’ with lectures about Music, Poetry, Literature, Art, Stained Glass and
Scripture. The lecturers will be sharing their expertise and
personal experiences. These lectures will give us a great

opportunity to explore each of these elements of the Arts to experience how they give us insight into God and his world. There is no right or wrong way to explore God in the Arts. Our
own personal experience of a poem or song might give us an insight into our own faith regardless of the author’s intention. However, if you’d like some guidance on new ways to explore God and the Arts then do speak to a member of the ministry team.
Perhaps you’d like to explore your own artistic side this lent as well? The chance to draw,
write, paint, sew or similar is something we often don’t leave enough time for. I would encourage you to try and find time for inspiration to hit this Lent. To be inspired and to explore what
God has inspired in others. To allow yourself to grow in relationship with Him. Revd. Gemma
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Lent Lectures 2020;

The final due date for copy for the May—July 20 Newsletter is Monday 6th April. Please
send your contributions to newsletter@finchampstead.co.uk.
Copies will be distributed in our churches and centres from Sunday 26th April and be on the website IN COLOUR
by that date.
Newsletter editor: Carolyn Fox

Environment

~

Caring for God’s World
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Go Green

Recycling facilities at

Encouraging Recycling:

The Green Team would ideally like to encourage as many people as possible to recycle at
home, using your own black bins and food
waste bins (Wokingham Borough Council) or
for:
whatever your local council supplies as well
 Tea, coffee and fruit skins (these are
as taking whatever you can to recycling facilcomposted at SJ)
ities. We do offer some additional recycling
 Batteries*, Water filters*,
opportunities at our churches (see list on
 Broken Jewellery (goes to Traidcraft).
left, some of which additionally raise funds
 Stamps (go to Cancer Research) and
milk bottle tops (support Air Ambulance) for our churches or other charities) and we
try to encourage everyone using our build We are linked with Recycle4charity for
inkjet cartridges . Recycling boxes and ings to put appropriate items for recycling to
one side, rather than in the household waste.
envelopes at each Centre.
Please do what you can to care for this world
 At SJ, special bins for paper, card, foil,
that God has entrusted to us.
plastic bottles and containers;
…………………………………………………………………………………….
 Used pens, highlighters etc (a new link
Sharing what God has given us more
working with the Church School)
fairly—Foodbanks:
Please spread the word.
We support Crowthorne Food Bank (CFB) - see
Gill Coombs collects for charity:
address below to take donations and also
 Empty toothpaste tubes
Wokingham Food Bank.
 Used toothbrushes
 Coffee pods eg Tassimo
Support your local Christian bookshop
• Cleaning surface wipe packaging;
in Holme Grange Craft Village
• Crisp Packets, large or small;
 Washing Up Liquid Bottles tops ;
 Any sweet or savoury biscuit wrappers;
 Pouches for dishwasher/W/m tablets; etc
Hand to her or add to her labelled collecChange of address/ Crowthorne Foodbank is
tion box in SJ Church Centre kitchen.
telephone/e-mail? at :
Please let the Church Vineyard Church Centre,
Office know if any of 25 Wellington Business
The Parish of Finchampstead
your contact details Park, Dukes Ride,
and California is proud to be a
Crowthorne, RG45 6LS.
change so we can
Fairtrade Parish.
The opening hours are Mon
keep our database
Both St James’ and St Mary &
and Thurs 12—2
up-to-date. E-mail:
St John’s churches use FairDetails of their present reoffice@stjames.
trade products for refreshments, and proquirements are posted from
mote Fairtrade throughout the year.
finchampstead.co.uk,
time to time on our website.
Fairtrade Fortnight: 24 Feb—8 March
tel: 0118 973 0133
St James’ Church Centre ,
St Mary & St John’s &
St Eligius; boxes available
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Youth; Babies & Toddlers; After School

Our Youth Group meets in St James’ Church
Centre every Sunday evening in term time. Open
to all in school years 6 -13, 6pm -7.30pm.
Come along for the opportunity to chill out, make some new friends, play some
sport & get creative. Lots of exciting activities are planned each term, some on-site
as well as adventure trips off-site.
For details of special events, check out Facebook, our website
(parish.finchampstead.co.uk) & the weekly pew/notice sheets.
Kate Meads and Sam Khan, Youth & Family Workers .
For babies and pre– school children
Fledgelings Toddler Group - runs every
Tuesday in term time 1:45-3:30pm in
St James’ Church Centre. We have a large, well-equipped playroom and enjoy stories,
songs and crafts. A drink and snack are provided for the children and while they are distracted, mums, dads, carers get some peace, tea, and freshly made cake. There is a small
charge of £1.50 per family, half of which goes towards running the group, the other half to
charity. Sam Khan & Kate Meads

Sunday Mornings for young people
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‘The Shore’

‘

Paddlers is our group for those age 3-7 years
which meets during the 11am service at St James’
in term time for stories, craft, colouring, games
and a drink and snack. They come into church during communion.

Surfers is our group for those age 8-12 years which meets during
the 11am service at St James’ in term time for Bible study, discussion, craft and games. They come into church during communion.

Navigators is our group for children of all ages which meets
during the 9:30am service at St Mary and St John’s for stories, craft, colouring and games. They come into church during
communion. Navigators meet on 2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays of the
month, and some 1st Sundays when no 11am FFF@11 service,
except during the summer holidays.
Breakers is our group for those age 7-11 years which meets during
the 9:30am family service at St James’ in term time.
Breakers
is an opportunity for older children to have fun whilst their parents and siblings are in the family service. Every week is different!

Special notice about Fun, Friends and Fellowship @ 11 at St
Mary & St John’s
This runs several times a year usually on the first Sunday for special
festivals. Watch out for notices and the pewsheets for details or
contact the Church Office.
The next one is Good Friday@ 11 on April 10th with drinks and
hot cross buns to follow!!!!

If you need more information on any items in this newsletter, e-mail: office@stjames.finchampstead.
co.uk, telephone: 0118 973 0133, or check our website: parish.finchampstead.co.uk
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Growing Living Faith (GLF);
GROWING LIVING FAITH (GLF)

The GLF Committee organises many opportunities to help us
become better followers of Jesus: Planned for 2020:

A Lent programme linking Christianity and the Arts
See Complete List of Lectures on Page 2
Sat 6th June - ‘Prayer and Praise’ Day — Celebrating Psalm 23
New for 2020, to be held at SJ Church and Church Centre. Details to follow.
A morning of quiet contemplation; an afternoon of praise and celebration.
Sermon Series
Topics for 2020 – ‘The Eucharist’ (underway now);
‘Celebrating the Psalms’ linked to Psalm 23 (August)
and ‘What We Believe’ (in the autumn)
Alpha: Exploring the Meaning of Life - Asking the Big Questions about
the Christian faith.
Rev Tonia is running Alpha Courses at Arborfield Community Centre, which
have been extremely well received, even life-changing.
Next course Autumn 2020
Contact her if you’d like to find out more: tonia@steligius.church
Pilgrim Courses:
continuing in 2020 with the final two Grow courses on The Creeds (to be led by Canon John
in the autumn) and
The Eucharist. (Commencing at the beginning of June for six weeks.)
There will be two groups, led by Rev Gemma, running in parallel, both at SJ Church Centre
•
Mondays 2pm—3pm (1st June to 6th July)
•
Tuesdays 8pm—9.30pm (2nd June to 7th July)
Also, Personal Discipleship Plans (PDPs) and Spiritual Direction—read more in the GLF
booklet 2020. Pick up a copy in church or ask the Church Office.

Music in our Churches
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St James’ Church Choir

is a totally committed four-part team of people,
both juniors and seniors, who lead and support the congregation in our
worship to God. St James’ is so fortunate to have them and we are grateful for the support and appreciation the community of St James gives us in
return.
After the busy schedule over Christmas, from Advent Carol Service, to the
Finchampstead Society Carols in the Memorial Hall, to Nine Lessons & Carols in the magnificent surroundings of Wellington College Chapel and then
back to church for the midnight service and Christmas Day, it is now time,
with the passing of Candlemas, to turn towards the solemnity of Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday and on to the joyful music of Easter.
If you are interested in joining the choir, please do not hesitate to contact
me via the church office or my mobile 07990500568.
Rehearsals on Thursdays: Juniors 7.15 - 8.15
Janice Devine, Director of Music

Adults 8.00 - 9.30

dom@finchampstead.co.uk

ST MARY AND ST JOHN’S CHURCH CHOIR - a small, unrobed SATB

group, affiliated to the RSCM; rehearses on Tuesday evenings at 8pm at St Mary
and St John’s Parish Centre, ably led by our musician friend, Lorna White; sings in
various services in the church and at the Royal School of Church Music Oxfordshire Festival Evensong each year; enjoys singing with St James’ Church Choir on
a number of occasions; welcomes all new members.

St James’ Finchampstead Tower Bell Ringers
In December we enjoyed a lovely Christmas meal once again at the Queen’s Oak. Ringing
has continued as usual and we rang for the midnight service on Christmas Eve and for the
Christmas Morning service as well as for a wedding in Christmas week.
We practise on Wednesdays from 8pm – 9pm and would love to welcome more ringers –
both novice and experienced. The more of us there are, the easier it is to get a band together for weddings and services and it is an interesting and traditional skill to learn, where you
will be welcome wherever you go. All of us were
beginners at some point and we are all still
learning new things. Do come along and join us.
Please call me in advance if you would like
someone to meet you outside. On Sundays we
ring from 10.30am for the 11am service.
Patricia Amos - Tower Contact 0118 973 3747
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A challenge for Lent…...and beyond!

What to give up for Lent... Cake? Alcohol?
Chocolate? How about Plastic???

“Reducing the causes of climate change is essential to the life of
faith. It is a way to love our neighbour and to steward the gift
of creation."
Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury
Many of us use Lent as an opportunity to give something up to remember that Christ went without during his time in the wilderness.
This year, to support the Church of England’s Lent Campaign for 2020, the
Green Team are inviting everyone to give something up to help the environment. If we all make small changes, we can make a big difference
Did you know?

By 2050 we could have more plastic than fish (by weight) in the sea.

Over 8.3 billion tonnes of plastic have been produced since the 1950s. That’s
enough plastic to cover every inch of the UK ankle-deep more than ten times
over. Just 9% was recycled

The Green Team will be creating ‘tree shaped structures’ in each of
the three churches and encouraging you to share your Lent commitments by displaying them on the ‘trees’.
Here’s a few ideas to get you started:









Give up disposable coffee cups—treat yourself to your own reusable cup and
take it with you to your favourite coffee shop
Give up buying drinks in plastic bottles— use a reusable bottle and fill it up before you leave home
Give up using clingfilm and look for better ways to protect/store your food
Try walking instead of driving when making short journeys
Give up any toiletries containing ‘“polyethylene” (tiny plastic
beads)
Use bar soap instead of liquid hand soap
Save electricity by turning off unnecessary lights
Plant a tree in your garden

For other ideas see the leaflet ‘Plastic Free Lent’ on our website and in church.
Start to build habits that will last beyond Lent in order to protect and honour God’s
earth.

More information, inspiration and ideas for actions you can take
can be found via www.churchofengland.org/livelent

Lent Booklets; Lunchtime Concerts
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Many Christian bookshops around the country are closing. Our own
local Quench Christian Bookshop very much needs your support. They
have a large selection of cards, gifts , books, games and bibles for all
ages. Do visit them at Holme Grange Craft Village
I have bought copies of the Lent 2020 booklets and will be selling
them on to members of SJ, SMSJ and SE at a reduced price, so
Quench benefits and so do you.
Contact me for a copy (carolynfox@aol.com; 07779724090)
Adult booklet normally £1.99,
Kid’s booklets normally £1.50,

From me
£1.50

From me
£1

(Cont’d from Page 7)

Lunch-time Music at St Eligius Community Church,
Arborfield Green
The Concerts are now on a quarterly basis and held on the first Thursday of the month.

Thursday, 7 May
12.30pm

Dawn Corp,
Piano

(Further concerts on 6 August and 5 November)
Admission free, to include Buffet Lunch
Retiring Plate Donations in support of
St Eligius Community Church
To book your Lunch, please, contact Rita Le Var
(Tel. 01252 372320, E-mail: rita_le_var@ntlworld.com)

Page10

Opportunities to get together

Finchampstead & California
Mothers’ Union
The theme for 2020 is ‘Building Hope and Confidence’
Read more about that on the Mothers’ Union website — www.mothersunion.org
The Mothers’ Union Prayer: Loving Lord, We thank you for your love so freely given
to us all. We pray for families around the world. Bless the work of the Mothers' Union as
we seek to share your love through the encouragement, strengthening and support of
marriage and family life. Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in prayer and
worship, and in love and service reach out as your hands across the world. In Jesus'
name.
Amen
13 Feb

2pm AGM—A review of our year , electing new committee & more,
plus our usual splendid tea
Local meetings for

12 March

2pm Branch Meeting Speaker— Marion Gunning,
on AFIA (Away From It All)

All our meetings & services are held in St James’ Church Centre
unless otherwise stated. Everyone is most welcome to attend.
Carolyn Fox, (Branch Committee member).

women and men are
held on the second
Thursday of each
month at 2pm in
St James’ Church
Centre, usually with
a speaker and
afternoon tea

Flower Arranging: All three churches have flower arranging
teams; if you’d like to join one to arrange flowers in church for
major festivals (Harvest, Christmas, Easter), please contact the
Church Office and they will pass your details on to Denise (SJ),
Marjorie, Paula, Ashlyn (SMSJ) or Sue and June (SE).

Ladies’ Breakfasts

We meet half-termly on a Saturday morning in
the SJ Church Centre, 9 - 10am (setting up from 8.45am and clearing up
from 10am for those who can help) for lots of friendly chat over dishes of
delicious fruit salad, yoghurt, continental breakfast followed by a short
‘thought for the day/week’ and a prayer.
We come from many local churches and welcome newcomers of all ages.
The 2020 Breakfast dates are: 7 March, 16 May, 11 July, 12 Sept and 14 Nov.
If you can come, just let me know so I can provide enough breakfast. I look forward to
breakfasting and chatting with you.
Carolyn Fox
carolynfox@aol.com
01189732262 or 07779724090

More opportunities to get together
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Tuesday Fellowship @ St Eligius Community Church
Tuesday Fellowship meets weekly at 12.15 pm. for some Bible study and then enjoying
each other’s company during the light lunch that follows. There is the opportunity for
Communion on the 1st Tuesday of each month. Please do come & join us. Bernard Wilson

Gardening:
Weekly Gardening Club:

A small group meets on a Thursday morning
(10am onwards) to work on the wider St James’ campus but they are few in number
so would welcome extra helpers. (coffee provided.) It is a beautiful place to work.
Do come along even if only occasionally. You will be welcomed with open arms!

Working Parties in the lost ‘Liddell’ Gardens:

the Green Team organises occasional Saturday working party mornings clearing in
the woodland area behind the Manor House, discovering paths and allowing daffodils, bluebells and other plants to emerge. We have 3 dates planned: 29 Feb, 28
March and 23 May. 10am—noon. Bring gloves, labelled tools and yourselves but sign
up on the sheet by SJ coffee bar (or ring the office to add your name) to order your
reward—bacon butties, drinks & cakes after the work!
Meanwhile do feel free to explore the gardens. I’m sure Lady Liddell would be delighted to know her garden was once again being enjoyed.

Simple Lunch is a joint community venture between our own Parish and
Finchampstead Baptist Church, which started in March 2014.
Volunteers serve lunch at a minimal cost in St Mary & St John’s Parish Centre on 1st and
3rd Tuesdays each month at 12 noon for anyone in the community who wishes to come.
Next dates: 18 Feb, 3 & 17 March, 7 & 21 April, 5 & 19 May, 2 & 16 June
From 2.00 till
3.30pm on
the 2nd & 4th
Tuesdays of the month in St Mary &
St John’s Parish Centre, Billing Avenue.
A social occasion for anyone living locally to pop in, sit down and relax over
a cup of tea, cake and a friendly chat.
Everyone, all ages, welcome.

Tuesday Working Party - at St James’ Church
Centre 10am—noon each Tuesday - an opportunity for some valuable DIY and friendly banter.
If you have not found what you are looking for,
or need more information about times, venues,
etc, please contact the Church Office, by e-mail:
office@stjames.finchampstead.co.uk
or telephone 0118 973 0133

Page 12

More opportunities to get together;

Next dates: 8 Feb, 14 March, 11 April (Easter Saturday) , 9 May

Striders running group

meets on a Wednesday night @ 7pm at St Eligius Church,
Tope Road, Arborfield Green, RG2 9NB
•
Takes runners of all standards
If you would like more information please take a look at the website.
www.steligius.church
•

A poem, a verse and a prayer;
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The Coming by R S Thomas
And God held in his hand
A small globe. Look he said.
The son looked. Far off,
As through water, he saw
A scorched land of fierce
Colour. The light burned
There; crusted buildings
Cast their shadows: a bright
Serpent, A river
Uncoiled itself, radiant
With slime.
On a bare
Hill a bare tree saddened
The sky. many People
Held out their thin arms
To it, as though waiting
For a vanished April
To return to its crossed
Boughs. The son watched
Them. Let me go there, he said.

From ‘The day of resurrection’ by John of Damascus (c.750)
translated by J M Neale
Now let the heav’ns be joyful!
and earth her song begin!
The round world keep high triumph,
And all that is therein!
Let all things seen and unseen
Their notes of gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord hath risen,
Our joy that hath no end.
From the editor: I pray we can make a big difference through all our many little actions
through Lent so that we meet the risen Jesus at Easter with joy and with hope. Amen.
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Supporting the Church

.

Follow up to the Sermon Series on Giving
The three week sermon series on Christian Giving has finished
and it’s now time for everyone to consider their own personal response to it; the leaflet that accompanied the sermons is still
available and contains a lot of helpful information and suggestions. Do take one or ask for one.
Then, armed with that leaflet, it’s time thoughtfully and prayerfully to decide what your response could and should be—might
you be willing to offer your time and skills to the church in one of
the suggested ways? - have you thought about your financial support of the church? Is it regular, which helps the church to plan?
Is it by Standing order, which reduces admin? Could and should it
be more? The leaflet will help you work through these questions.
EASY FUNDRAISING - sign up now
Over 2,700 retailers, including Amazon, M&S, Argos, John Lewis, Debenhams etc, are waiting to give money to our church. All you need to do is sign up as a supporter of the church
(Parish of Finchampstead & California) on easyfundraising.org.uk and then go through their
site for all your online shopping, including holiday bookings and travel.
At no extra cost to you, the church will receive a percentage of your spend. Please sign up!
These amounts can also be gift-aided. Thank you.
Churchyard Maintenance
The extension on the churchyard may be virtually
completed and paid for but we now have even
CYT
more grass to cut so funds are still required year
on year for the total churchyard maintenance.
Please consider a donation or support our Spring/
Autumn Teas or cake sales or 100 square
boards. Thank you.
Donations can be Gift Aided and cheques should
be made out to: “Helen Taylor Churchyard Trust” and sent to Ed Sampson c/o St James
Church Office, Manor House, Church Lane, Finchampstead, RG40 4LU. Contact Ed for
further information on tel. 0118 973 2069 or email ed@sampsononline.co.uk

Support in difficult times
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The Prayer Chain
The Prayer Chain is a group of people, clergy and lay, who
respond when there is an urgent need for prayer. Names and
needs are passed round with the permission of the person
concerned or a close relative, and are completely confidential. The message is kept very concise to prevent a Chinese whispers effect, and messages are not left on answer phones. Prayer requests can be passed round the
group by any of the clergy or by contacting Paula Vicary 0118 9730587

Drop in @ St James
If you or someone else has lost someone recently then come
and join us at St James’ Church Centre for a cup of tea and a
chat
Church Office: 0118 973 0133
Further details: joy.scovell2@aol.co.uk, julian@finchampstead.co.uk

Bible Reading
If you are
interested in
joining the Parish
Bible Reading Notes
scheme, contact the Church Office.

Ministry Team
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Rector

Revd Canon Julie
Ramsbottom

0118 973 2102

Associate Priest

Revd Julian McAllen

0118 973 5876

Associate Priest

Revd Canon John
Edwards

01344 774586

New Communities
Revd Tonia Elliott
Minister

07534636375

Curate

Revd Gemma Donnell

Youth & Family
Workers

Mrs Kate Meads & Mrs
Sam Khan

Churchwardens:
St James

Miss Joanne Myall

07908757254

joannemyall@hotmail.co.uk

Mr Robert Alder

0118 973 4904

robert@alder.ndo.co.uk

Churchwardens: Mrs Ashlyn Webster
St Mary & St John

Mrs Marjorie Stalker

Churchwardens
St Eligius

COMMUNION AT HOME
If you or anyone you know is
unable to get to St James’ , St
Mary & St John’s or St Eligius’
Church for a period of time and
would like to receive Communion
at home or in hospital, please
contact the Church Office to advise. Thank you

ashlyn@web-hq.com
01344 779636

marjoriestalker@hotmail.com

Mrs Lucia Golding

luciagolding62@gmail.com

Mr Paul Marsden

pauljmarsden42@gmail.com

The Annual Church meetings for the election of Churchwardens, Representatives on the Deanery Synod and Parochial Church Council as well as
receiving the accounts and hearing various reports will be on Monday
27th April in St James’ Church Centre at 7.30pm, followed by wine &
cheese. Look out for notices and details of the Electoral Roll revision.

Commit to meeting needs of the sick, lonely, bereaved,
housebound

Attain highest standards in listening, confidentiality
and response

Respect for those supported regardless of religion/
faith values

Encourage by example

