
Do you really want everything to go back to normal? 

Lockdown was terrifying and adapting to our own new 

‘locked down’ identities was really difficult. For many of us 

that meant giving up work on furlough… or beginning to 

work from home… Home-schooling… Not being a regular 

visitor to the grandchildren… Easing Lockdown seems to me 

to be equally as scary. Suddenly many of us have had to 

rediscover identities, go back to work, re-join a school a 

community… It’s understandable that the process of 

returning to normal is as traumatic as leaving it was. A shift 

in our identity is painful and scary. But it’s also an 

opportunity to embrace something new. So, let’s not go 

back to normal… let’s do even better! 

 

Our gospel portion this morning is another parable about 

the Kingdom of God… last we looked at forgiveness… This 

week we’re looking at equality and equity… and identity. You 

are immediately and completely forgiven for siding for the 

originally hired workers in this parable! There is something 

about this story that makes us uneasy and confused. Why 

should workers who only worked for a few hours get the 

same as the ones who had laboured all day! It’s not fair! Yet 

I’m struck by the questions why did those original workers 

feel they should get more than what they agreed?  

Our society is plagued by the disclosures of men who earn 

STILL on average 17% more than women doing the same 

job. But this is not the same thing. The workers who were 

hired early in the day agreed their usual fair wage. Later on 

the workers who are hired receive the same… the same fair 

wage. The landowner hasn’t paid less than one deserved… 

the workers who were hired in the evening were not lazy or 

unentitled. They were just unable to find work. They will 

have had families to feed just as the first labourers did. It 

might look unfair but it’s equity. Equality is good and right… 

A set wage for a set amount of work. Equity is just as good 

and just as right… perhaps more so in the Kingdom of God. 

Each person given what they need regardless of where they 

started. You may have heard me talk about this before… but 

if entrance into the Kingdom of heaven was based on 

attainment then we would be so lucky to start probably 98% 

of the way there… In comparison that is with someone born 

into poverty whose only option to survive could be to steal, 

fight… to sell themselves perhaps even. Yet Grace… The 

Cross. Levels the playing feel it provides us with access to 

relationship with God no matter what our situation. Our 

concept of fairness isn’t the same as the Kingdom of God’s. 

Grace is a part of our identity… if we stop to consider what 

we have been given then we realise the enormity of grace 

and that it is given freely to anyone is pretty 

understandable. Accepting our freely given grace and 

understanding that the Kingdom of God of which we are 

now subjects doesn’t work on the same rules as the world 

means accepting a new identity. Which we know to be, as I 

said before, extremely difficult. Our Old Testament reading 

for this morning is about Jonah and his anger at God for 



forgiving the city of Ninevah. He is furious because he knows 

God is caring and forgiving… somewhere in Jonah’s identity 

is the idea that he is different to the Ninevites, but God’s 

actions have undone this. The Israelites who were set free 

from captivity in Egypt complain in the wilderness that they 

would rather have died in slavery because at least they 

would have had cucumbers! I think perhaps their angst was 

to do with not knowing who they were once free than it did 

with cucumbers!  

Our identities are often built around the world’s values and 

what it says about us. Lockdown stopped me personally 

being in school, being nursing homes and visiting people’s 

houses. I stopped being the curate who is seen and with 

people regularly. I began being the curate who is seen 

online… who is on the end of the phone… The difference 

seems small, but I found it so challenging to adapt and to 

return to some of those things is proving just a challenging!! 

If joyous too… 

We have suffered a shift in our world view since the 

beginning of the pandemic. Our concepts of who we are in 

relation to the world around us has changed. If we embrace 

this shift and change, we can embrace who we are created 

by God to be. We can embrace this parable as a reminder of 

the enormity of grace… of what it might mean to be truly 

‘fair’ in the Kingdom of God. And as normality creeps in to 

the world around us we can push back at what we don’t 

want back… we can refuse to be defined by work, or by 

others opinions. We can embrace new identities as free 

people of God’s Kingdom and make a better normal. Amen. 


