
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PLEASE REPLY TO:  Secretary      Carolyn Fox 

19 Gorse Ride North 
Finchampstead 

Berkshire 
RG40 4ES 

Tel: 0118 973 2262 
carolynfox@aol.com 

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
held at the Church Centre on Monday 29 April 2019, after the Annual Vestry Meeting at 7.30pm. 

1. PRESENT 
54 parishioners, whose names are on the Church Electoral Roll, signed the Register of Attendance and 4 clergy were 
also present.  The meeting was chaired by Rev Canon Julie Ramsbottom. 
 

2. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Paul Arscott, Claire Alder, Louise Alder, Angelina Arturi-Thomas, Janette Alder, 
Barbara Brice, Chris Driver, Joan Duncan, Sofia Genziani, Kate Meads, Peter McBrien, Dave Moore, Andrew Powell, 
Carol Stocker, Paula Vicary and Major Mike Wyatt. 
 

Canon Julie explained that this was the second of two meetings, the other being the Vestry Meeting.  At this Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting, only those on the newly formed Church Electoral Roll are eligible to vote. Papers for the 
meeting were in the Information Pack circulated in advance of the meeting.  
 

3. Ministry Team Report 
Canon Julie spoke to the written report (attachment 2) which recorded the work of the team over the last year to follow 
the Bishop of Oxford’s call to become a more Christ-like Church. In preparation for her retirement in 2020, she had 
been asked by Bishop Olivia to prepare the parish for the process of writing a Parish Profile to try to prevent a lengthy 
inter-regnum. She detailed the changes in the Ministry Team over the year and thanked them all for their ministry, 
each of which enhanced the ministry of the others. She also thanked the officers of the parish and the great number of 
volunteers, to whom we are hugely indebted.  
The meeting endorsed this message with loud applause. 

 
4. FOR AGREEMENT OR ACCEPTANCE 

 

1 Approval of Minutes of 2018 Annual Parochial Church Meeting of 23 April 2018  
There being no amendments, they were proposed by Sharon White, seconded by Gill Myall, agreed unanimously and 
duly signed by the chairman as a true record. 
 

2 Annual Report and Financial Statement of the PCC for the 12 months to 31 December 2018  
She invited Colum Devine, treasurer to give a statement on the anomalies identified in the accounts and as yet 
unresolved, although the examiner has agreed the accounts as broadly correct within agreed tolerances. Colum 
advised that his ill health had contributed to the delays in resolving the identified issues, firstly with the software 
company, over a difference in the carry forward figures from 2017, and secondly, with the depreciation figures. He 
would continue to pursue a resolution of the issues. Canon Julie advised that, if the items were material, there may 
need to be an extraordinary APCM.  
Canon Julie invited questions of Colum, on the Financial Review and Accounts and of Carolyn Fox on the Report and 
Review of the PCC activities. Colum confirmed, in answer to a question from Susan Meikle, that the accounts go to 
the Diocese. Carolyn confirmed they also go to the Charity Commissioners. 
Acceptance of the Annual Report and financial statements was proposed by Sharon White, seconded by Susan 
Meikle and agreed with two abstentions (Sue Edwards and one other). 
 

Canon Julie expressed thanks to Colum and the ‘treasury team’ as well as the other members of the Finance & 
Stewardship Committee for their hard work during the year and in getting all the papers to the examiner.  She thanked 
Robert Alder for his work supporting Colum and also on Regular Giving and Gift Aid, now taken over by Colum. She 
thanked the clergy for their encouragement of giving and all those in the parish who take giving seriously.  Also, 
thanks to Carolyn for the Annual Report. The meeting showed its appreciation with applause.   
 

3 Report on the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments of the Parish Church 
Canon Julie thanked the Churchwardens for their work in being responsible for the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments, for 
checking the inventory and for preparing the report. It has been a hard year. It was proposed (Bev Mitchell-Wright), 
seconded (Sarah Booth) and unanimously approved that the report be accepted.  
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Rev Julian asked if anyone had heard the rumour that the Council in the regeneration of the Gorse Ride Estate 
intended to bid for Vicarage Close.  No-one had, 
Canon Julie thanked the Tuesday Working Party for their regular DIY work around the church and Manor House, the 
Gardening Club for their work in the Churchyard and around St James’ and the ad hoc Green Team working parties 
during the year; also those who had tidied and gardened round SMSJ Parish Centre;  she thanked the cleaners, 
tidiers, flower arrangers and those who laundered the linen at all three churches; those who set up the School hall, 
Parish Centre and Church Centre for worship; in fact everyone who helps look after the buildings and possessions of 
the parish.   
 
4 Report on the Proceedings of the Deanery Synod 
Carolyn Fox was thanked for preparing the report and for producing a report of each Synod meeting for the PCC. The 
other Deanery Synod representatives were also thanked (Nicky Alder, Martin Hughes, James Lawbuary, Richard 
Owen and Sharon White as our elected representatives to 31 May 2020 and Richard Peat who served until December 
2018)  There were no questions on the report. It was proposed (Cath Bowers), seconded (Nicky Alder) and 
unanimously approved that the Deanery Synod report be accepted.  
 

5 Report on the Electoral Roll for this APCM 
Nicky Alder was thanked for her work as Electoral Roll Officer and for preparing this completely new Roll, a huge task; 
She was also thanked for preparing the report for this meeting and for each PCC meeting.  Those who provided 
assistance with names from St Mary & St John’s and St Eligius’ were also thanked. Nicky advised that more names 
may be added after the APCM and she already had 3 applications plus three 16 year olds to add during the year. The 
present Roll has 400 members.  It was proposed (Janice Devine), seconded (Richard Owen) and unanimously 
approved that the new Electoral Roll be accepted. 
    
6 Report from the PCC Committees & Church Groups 
Canon Julie explained that the reports from the Committees and Church Groups who do the practical work of the PCC 
are once again displayed around the hall.  She thanked everyone involved with the Committees and Groups, over 100 
people, for the important part they play in the life of our church community.  She encouraged everyone to look at the 
displays which included photos and art-work.  PCC members and group leaders will be happy to answer questions 
after the meeting. 

 

5. FOR DECISION 
 

1. Casual vacancy to 31 May 2020 on Deanery Synod to replace Richard Peat.  
No nominations had been received. Canon Julie asked for volunteers to contact her. 
 

2. Election of Five Representatives to the Parochial Church Council for 3 years plus two to take the 
place of Ashlyn Webster and Paul Marsden, just elected as churchwardens – Total 7 

Canon Julie referred to the documents at the back of the Information Pack that set out the profile of a PCC member, 
the responsibilities of a Charity Trustee and the constitution of the PCC, together with a list of the present elected 
members of PCC. The five elected to APCM 2019 (Sarah Booth, Sandy Godfrey, Martin Hembra, Gill Myall and Pam 
Smith) had come to the end of their term and, of them, Sandy Godfrey did not wish to stand for re-election. In addition, 
two elected place to APCM 2021 are now vacant because of Ashlyn Webster and Paul Marsden’s election as 
churchwarden. 
There were 7 nominations on the sheets which had been displayed for the required time.  Canon Julie therefore 
declared the 7 named people elected: namely, Sarah Booth, Martin Hembra, Gill Myall, Sue Holmes, Larry Le Var, 
Pam Smith and Janice Allen. By drawing papers from a bowl, it was decided by lot that Sarah Booth and Larry Le Var 
would fill the vacancies to APCM 2021. The other five were elected to APCM 2022.   
Canon Julie thanked all those who had served on the PCC and Standing Committee and also those who had served 
the church on committees or in other capacities. Particular thanks to Sandy Godfrey for her service on PCC. Newly 
elected members were asked to give their email addresses to the secretary. 
  

Canon Julie then asked the newly constituted PCC to agree by a show of hands that the current Standing Committee 
should remain in office until the next PCC meeting on 13 May 2019.  This was agreed.  
 

3. Appointment of Sidespeople 
Canon Julie read the list of current Sidespeople (appointed at last APCM and by the PCC during the year) and invited 
amendments to the lists. Sidespeople should be on the Electoral Roll but applications can be processed after the 
meeting. She reminded them of the importance of their role as detailed in the Information Pack; engaging with people 
coming into church and particularly those first words are so very important. It is said there is 30 seconds in which to 
make an impression. Canon Julie declared those on the list (see attachment 1) as appointed for the coming Church 
year.  She thanked them all, including those who had stood down during the year. 
 

4. Appointment of an Auditor / Examiner 
Colum Devine, treasurer, explained that the level of income and assets meant that we needed an examiner and not 
an auditor.  The last Annual Parochial Church Meeting had appointed Keith McKenzie as examiner and he is willing to 



 

be appointed again. Colum proposed the appointment, Pam Smith seconded and his appointment was approved with 
2 abstentions, Sue Edwards and another. Colum was asked to convey our thanks to him. 
 

6. FOR INFORMATION 
 

The title Family Friendly Church was awarded 3 years ago but we have only just received the plaque. James 
Lawbuary has worked hard to achieve the award. This was greeted with applause. Ed Sampson was given the plaque 
to install in a suitable place. 
 

7. PART TWO 
An introduction to ‘Living Generously’. Canon Julie showed a short video called ‘Introducing the Parish Giving 
Scheme’. Oxford Diocese is the second largest Diocese but 19th in the table of proportion of income given to the 
church. There is incredible generosity but room for improvement. The Parish Giving Scheme is gradually being 
adopted in Diocese around the country; it first came into Oxford Diocese in 2017.The scheme deals with the admin 
rather than in the parish, claims the gift aid, can take anonymous donations and offers the donors the choice of annual 
uplift in giving to take account of inflation. A hand-out described 10 top tips for implementing the scheme.  
(Attachment 3) 
The following comment was offered: ‘Why do people give? Because they are asked.  Why do people give again? 
Because they are thanked.’ A booklet has been produced with 7 reflections on Mary’s generosity when she anointed 
Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume. Canon Julie posed the questions ‘What do you find easiest to be generous with’ 
and ‘what do you find most difficult to be generous with?’ A leaflet on the Parish Giving Scheme was given out. 
There followed some questions to find the pros and cons.- a reason to switch would be to lessen the large local 
administrative burden; there was no cost to the parish; it was not known if it could run alongside our present local 
scheme; a major benefit was seen as the choice of inflation-proofing which counteracted inertia. Whether to adopt 
would be a PCC decision; it was suggested that someone from a parish using the scheme could be invited to a PCC 
meeting. 
 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (questions about the parish and its activities) 
a) Pam Smith reminded about Christian Aid Week. Quiz Aid would be on 11May and Rev Gemma was leading 

the CTC service for Christian Aid at St James’ at 6pm on 12 May. 
b) The Atomic Rapture Concert in aid of the Church Roof repairs was advertised. 
c) The Green Team Working party was to take place from 10 – 12 on 4 May. The bluebells in the Lost Liddell 

gardens are worth a visit. 
d) Sharon White thanked Canon Julie for drawing the three churches together. The meeting responded with loud 

applause. 
 

9. Conclusion 
There being no further business, Canon Julie reminded everyone to look at the displays and ask questions.  She 
invited everyone to stay for the Wine & Cheese and closed the meeting with the Grace. 
 

Approval 
 
 
 
Attachments: 

• 1.  List of Sidespeople agreed at 2019 APCM 

• 2. Ministry Team Report 

• 3. An introduction to the Parish Giving Scheme 
 



 

  

Attachment 1               List of Sidespeople − agreed at 2019 APCM 
 

St James’  

Nicky Alder 

Helen Anderson 

Anita Andrews 

Penny Arlon 

Julia Arscott 

Sally Ballard 

Corinne Bellaby 

Felicity Borham 

Sarah Bourn 

John Coombs 

Tim De Meyer 

Maurice Driver 

Bettina Faull 

Carolyn Fox 

Rowena Green 

Ann Jeater 

Samantha Khan 

Sheila Lardner 

Jackie Lawrence 

Sam Leadsom 

Ian Makepeace 

Melinda Makepeace 

Merelina Martinez 

Kate Meads 

Susan Meikle 

Beverley Mitchell-Wright 

Gill Myall 

Joanne Myall 

Sue Norman 

Richard Owen 

Jackie Payne 

Norman Pearce 

Keith Ray 

Ed Sampson 

Sue Sampson 

Joy Scovell 

Sam Simmons 

Marjorie Stalker 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrea Thomas 

Keith Thomas 

Lindsay Van den Burg 

Helen Wearing 

Duncan Wood 

Felicity Workman 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary & St John’s 

Sandy Godfrey 

Louise Goldring 

Martin Hughes 

Chris Ilsley 

Judy McLaren     

Shirley Moore 

Marion Parry     

Ashlyn Webster 

Sharon White  

 

 

 

 

 

St Eligius’ 

Trevor Burns 

Malcolm Heppolette 

June Warr 

Nick Ballard (Application for ER received) 

Sue Holmes 

Pam Redford (providing ER application rec’d) 

Larry Le Var



 

Attachment 2  



 

Attachment 3 

 


