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Report on the Fabric Goods and Ornaments of the Parish of 

Finchampstead and California for 2019 (to be presented at APCM 2020) 

Overview: 

The overall stewardship of the ‘Fabric, Goods and Ornaments’ is an ongoing task undertaken by the 

Churchwardens. Their annual report, agreed by the Parochial Church Council (PCC), is finally approved by the 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM).  This report is the process by which the Church of England oversees 

and ensures good management of all the Church’s physical assets. 

In addition, the local Area Dean, on behalf of the Diocese, undertakes regular inspections of each of their local 

Parishes to assess how they are implementing their responsibilities. The Churchwardens have to provide 

documented evidence of: all Service Registers, the Church Property Register, Church Log Book, Parish Statistical 

Return and various other documents concerned with related property issues, building & inventory Insurance, etc. 

in order to demonstrate that the church is being managed properly in line with Church of England regulations. 

This Fabric, Goods and Ornaments report should be read in conjunction with any reports from the associated 

committees at the three worship sites responsible for the day to day maintenance and running of our buildings 

and facilities around the parish. 

The report is separated into sections for each of our buildings and facilities: 

Parish Church of St James 

The Church is kept under review by the churchwardens through regular visits at services and other times and 

issues noted and dealt with as they arise.  In addition, the Diocese mandates a more structured review, a 

Quinquennial Inspection’, by an independent professional Architect, every 5 years. The subsequent report, which 

identifies any urgent or planned remedial work needed to the Church (or other surrounding plant) is planned and 

enacted as part of the ongoing building maintenance assurance process. The last inspection was undertaken in 

August 2015 which found the church in very good order. It identified a small number of recommended minor 

remedial tasks. This makes the next quinquennial inspection due in 2020. 

Unfortunately, towards the end of 2018 a portion of the wood supporting the electric heaters on the wall of the 

church, fell off; fortunately, there was no serious injury. Since then several investigations have taken place into the 

best replacement but it is still an ongoing situation and has not yet been resolved. 

Huge continuing thanks go to all on our cleaning team who diligently keep the church neat and tidy from week to 

week and also all the service support folk who maintain the Communion and fabric items utensils in good order, 

and secure our goods and ornaments, etc. This is a big and complicated task. Hiring external contract resources to 

do all this work would cost a small fortune and be prohibitive.  So thank you to all the; TWP, TGC and to all 

concerned with the Church and Manor House for your support, time and talents and for your continuing donations 

and financial giving. 

Churchyard and Surrounding Area (St James) 

Upkeep of the churchyard is the responsibility of the Churchyard Committee, which undertakes fund raising into 

the Helen Taylor Churchyard Trust account, specifically for the ongoing ground and landscape maintenance of both 



Fabric Goods & Ornaments Report 2019 for presentation at APCM 2020 

the upper and the lower churchyard. It is responsible for internal pathways, gates, fences and hedges. We offer all 

those living in the Parish a tranquil and peaceful place of rest for both full Burial and interment of Ashes. 

The maintenance of all the grassed areas is the largest part of the work and remains the most costly item of 

expenditure, but maintaining all the paths & trees and keeping all the memorials safe is always time consuming 

and important work. The main contract for grass cutting is with Darren Wise, who is doing a grand job. We have 

some stalwart volunteers who undertake all the other gardening jobs where the seasonal leaf falls, trimming the 

constantly growing ivy and keep the paths and walls free from weeds keeps everyone more than busy. It provides 

an opportunity for anyone who feels that a little regular gardening might help them keep fit and well and provide 

much fresh air and exercise. All budding gardeners wishing to help would be more than welcome to join us!!! 

The Liddell-Sampson churchyard, consecrated by the Bishop in 2016, now provides ample space for interments 

for many a century to come. The landscaping work is starting to mature providing us with a more peaceful, quiet 

and tranquil garden setting and the plants and shrubs within the ‘Garden of Remembrance’ area are slowly 

developing, in spite of the local deer and resident rabbits using it as a running buffet.  We are now planning the 

final development of the entrance area for the Memorial Garden which we will finish later next year where we are 

planning for it to double as an outside worship service area and also a youth activity area, away from the parked 

cars.  So watch this space. 

Manor House and Church Centre (St James) 

Our planned major project for 2019 was to have been refurbishment of the 25 year old kitchen, deemed not fit for 

purpose in 2017, together with a plan to improve our storage facilities. Planning permission for a small 

enlargement of the storage area at the rear of the Church Centre was granted in late 2018 and options for the 

kitchen were being explored. Unfortunately, the situation with the need for replacement heating in the church took 

precedence over the kitchen, in terms of finance and the kitchen/extra storage is still on hold.  However, a new 

cooker was purchased and installed to replace the original which was completely unrepairable. 

During winter we had some trouble with the heating in the Manor House, affecting both up and down stairs heating 

and the hot water. An engineer attended and fixed the fault, as well as usual maintenance having been done on the 

system. 

The Manor House also received an external ‘face lift’ over the summer with lots of painting completed as part of 

ongoing maintenance. This included window frames, walls and guttering. 

2 swift nesting boxes were installed on the outside wall of the Church Centre during the year. 

A big thank you to all those in the ‘Thursday Gardening Club’, the ‘Tuesday Working Party’ who save the church 

significant bills by undertaking a whole variety of jobs both inside the Manor House and the surrounding grounds. 

The average age of the team is well over 80 years so if there are any budding ‘DIYers’ or ‘gardeners’ who would 

like to enjoy the fresh air do come and join our happy band doing all sorts of jobs in the Manor House & Flats 

maintaining them in good working and rentable state for the future. We also have gardening Saturdays complete 

with bacon sandwiches for our volunteers. 

Gorse Ride Junior School (SMSJ) 

St Mary and St John's congregation usually worship in the main hall of Gorse Ride Junior School. All silverware,  

the altar table and other items required for regular worship are locked away in the sanctuary area during the week.  
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The School Caretaker continues to be a huge asset to the church in setting everything up for us on a Saturday 

evening ready for our Sunday service. 

We are very grateful to the sidespeople, coffee makers, flower arrangers and sound technicians for all their help 

during the year in transforming the school hall into our “church” 

Any services during the week are held in our Parish Centre. 

St Mary& St. John’s Parish Centre. 

A small working group (reporting in to the main Fabric & Property Committee) which includes the churchwardens 

has the responsibility for the maintenance and upkeep of the Centre. The property is in good condition after 20 

years with the boiler serviced annually and the carpets cleaned regularly. 

Although the building is well looked after, it has gradually become less fit for purpose and is not designed to last 

forever, and we are now considering our options.  The surrounding estate is under local council proposals to be 

demolished and rebuilt and we would like the Centre to be a focal point of the area and a source of support to the 

residents. Among other small changes, our goal would be to have the entrance door at the opposite end of the 

building facing outwards into the community rather than away from it. Obviously this all costs money, and some 

fund raising would be necessary to carry out the work. Watch this space. 

The bookings for the hall have continued to be organised by wardens and it is in regular use by local groups which 

does provide some income to cover running costs. 

St Eligius 

Fabric: In 2019, no major works were carried out to the interior or exterior of the Church. Thames Water carried 

out minor works to connect St Eligius to the public water supply in November 2019.  (Previously, water had been 

supplied through the residual Arborfield Garrison network.)  Intrinsic, contracted by Crest Nicholson, on behalf of 

the Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO), continued to be responsible for the upkeep of the Church.  In April 

2019, Intrinsic arranged the cleaning of the roof and the gutters. It is worth noting that whilst Crest Nicholson 

remain responsible for building maintenance, they are experiencing budgetary problems and we have been 

informed that no further maintenance will be carried out in the foreseeable future.  All minor maintenance will 

rely on “self-help” by wardens and other volunteers.   

The parish has received a Diocesan Grant to fund initiatives to make the church more suited to serving the rapidly 

increasing population of Arborfield Green.  A project team has been assembled to manage these tasks which will 

include the reconfiguration of the internal fittings in the rear portion of the nave, the kitchen and the children’s 

room. 

A huge Thank You must go to the small team of volunteers who continue to maintain the Communion items and 

Church Linen in good order, keep the candles trimmed and adorn the Church with beautiful flowers. 

Goods and Ornaments: In July 2019, Binfield Electrical carried out safety testing (PAT) on all portable electrical 

equipment. 

 

43 McCarthy Way  

The PCC has responsibility for the maintenance through agents of this property. Purchased as an investment 

property, it is currently used to house our curate. 



Fabric Goods & Ornaments Report 2019 for presentation at APCM 2020 

Thanks 

With such an active parish as ours with a 12th century church, multiple supporting buildings, with now three 

worship centres, etc. it takes a lot of time and resources to keep running smoothly. We would like to thank all the 

members of the parish who give up their time and talents in all sorts of practical ways to help with this process.  

This year in particular we would like to extend a special thank you to those who have aided us in fundraising efforts 

for St James’ in response to our new Church and Buildings fund, following the beam falling. 

Very many thanks. 

Joanne Myall    Marjorie Stalker 

Robert Alder    Ashlyn Webster 

Paul Marsden    Lucia Golding 

Churchwardens until APCM 2020 

 


