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                                    ‘Proclaiming Jesus in word and deed’ 

                    Our Parish Vision centres around five goals: 

• To nurture and develop faith 

• To be outward-looking & focussed on mission – get out there! 

• To proclaim Jesus in all we say and do – whole person discipleship 

• To give the best possible welcome to all-comers 

• To enable the diversity of our congregations whilst all looking & pulling in the same direction 

 

In 2019, as a preparation towards my retirement in 2020, the Ministry Team tried to assess  how 

they felt the parish was measuring up to these objectives. Amongst those things which we felt had gone 

well were: our road visiting scheme linked to Sunday intercessions; our delivery of Marriage Preparation; 

numbers at Contrast – our secondary school age youth group; our ministry to schools in general and the 

preparation material to support our youth work; our bravery in our willingness to give new things a try; the 

value we place on the diversity in churchmanship and theology amongst our congregations. Amongst those 

aspects of ministry that we thought had gone less well and upon which we needed to focus in the future 

were the follow-up of those who haven’t attended for a while; the declining numbers at Family Services; 

that the Quiet Day had to be cancelled; and our lack of speed at implementing change.  In terms of the 

gaps in our provision we identified the need to increase spirituality; to give more priority to prayer; to 

implement a service for teenagers; and more talks from high profile speakers. We hope that the aspects of 

our parish life that we’ve identified not only inspire confidence that we’re moving in the right direction, 

but also make it clear that there is still a lot of work to be done. It would be good to hear your views on the 

matter. 

Looking back over the year, in terms of the Ministry Team, it has been busy as ever. Revd Tonia’s 

ministry as a member of the Team with special responsibility for Arborfield Green and the New Community 

that is being forged there, is going well. We had hoped to secure the purchase of St Eligius by now, but 

sadly it is taking longer than anticipated through no fault of our own making. It is frustrating for Revd Tonia 

but she is making the best of everything, and with her usual enthusiasm has just managed to secure a large 

grant from the Diocese for the development of our ministry amongst the new community and our plant. 

Revd Julian continues to serve us with his unstinting loyalty and enthusiasm, and will be invaluable as the 

parish moves into a vacancy at the end of June, sharing the Chairmanship of the PCC with Marjorie Stalker. 

Revd Gemma’s Priesting last June (2019) was a great occasion, as was her marriage to Michael in 

September. She is a wonderful priest and a great asset to the team. Moreover Sam Khan and Kate Meads, 

our Youth and Family Workers, go from strength to strength and have achieved so much in the past year. 

Canon John has been my rock for the last nine years, and I am so glad that he has agreed to lead the team 

during the vacancy which follows my retirement at the end of June 2020. My heartfelt thanks go to each 

and every member of the Team – each one valued and appreciated and whose ministry enhances the rest. 

As a Team we would like to express our heartfelt thanks to all those of you who in such great numbers 

work so hard in a voluntary capacity in the parish. We are immensely grateful. To our officers – 

Churchwardens, PCC Sec, Treasurer, Lay Chair of the PCC – we are hugely indebted. 

Of course the year has not gone in the way that we had expected and my retirement comes amidst 

the lockdown imposed by the Covid19 pandemic. It’s not the way in which we’d hoped that I would retire 

but I am trying to make the best of it, and look forward to being able to return with David and say a proper 

farewell after the restrictions have been lifted.                                                               Canon Julie       June 2020                                                                                                                                      


