
 

Annual Report of St Eligius Church, Arborfield Green  

1 APRIL 2019 – 31 MARCH 2020 
The Freehold of St Eligius remains the property of the Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO). 

Negotiations continue for the purchase and a Tenancy at Will (TAW) remains in place. No major internal 

or external work has been carried out during the year, only routine maintenance. Crest Nicholson are no longer 

able to continue with the general maintenance of the Church due to financial changes. 

New Communities Minister in Arborfield Green: Reverend Tonia Elliott (licenced in February 2018). 

Churchwardens: Mr Paul Marsden and Mrs Lucia Golding (installed in May 2019). 

Verger: Mr Trevor Burns. 

Sacristan: Mr Nicholas Ballard. 

Chalice Administrators: Mr Nicholas Ballard, Mr David Elliott, Mrs Pamela Redford and Mrs Lucia Golding.  

Organist: Dr Rita Le Var. 

Sides people: Mr Nicholas Ballard, Mr Trevor Burns, Mr Malcolm Heppolette, Mrs Sue Holmes, Mr Paul 

Marsden, Mrs Pamela Redford, Lt Col Larry Le Var and Mrs June Warr. 

* Inventory amended as required. 

* The Contents of the Church is insured with Ecclesiastical for £80,000. 

* Structure Insurance against specified perils for its reinstatement cost remains with the DIO? 

* Regular Fire Alarm and Emergency Lighting checks throughout the year. 

* Outside ground and building maintenance were carried out by Intrinsic. 

* St Eligius Gardens were maintained by St James’ Gardener. 

* Internal maintenance, electrics, lighting, heating etc. carried out by Intrinsic. 

* Many Thanks go to the small team of volunteers who decorate the church with flowers each week, launder the    

Church Linen, replace candles etc. and take care of general cleaning requirements. 

Regular Services held at St Eligius:  

Sunday Services:  11am Holy Communion. 1st Sunday in the month, Service of the Word. 

Tuesday morning: 09:30 prayer meeting. 

Tuesday Fellowship, with shared lunch at 12:15. A Communion Service on the 1st Tuesday of the month. 

(new) Second Saturday in the month, United@5. Pizza at 16:30. A relaxed Contemporary Service for all ages. 

First Tuesday of the month, Messy Church replaced by UnitedKidz@Play held at the Arborfield Community 

Centre 3:45 to 5:30, includes a light meal.  

Other Services and Participation: 

Alpha Course: a second-year course held (at the local Community Centre) * Stations of the Cross on Good Friday 

(Ecumenical Service) * Harvest Festival * Remembrance Sunday * Patronal Service: Newly appointed +Olivia 

presided over the Service which included a presentation to Lt Col Larry Le Var for his Churchwarden duties and 

service to St Eligius over 30 years * Carols by Candlelight * Bohunt School Carol Service * Nativity on the 

Green: outdoor activity with live animals * Family Communion on Christmas Day. 

* Volunteers manned tables at two New Communities events, one included a small display on REME. 

* St Eligius hosted two ‘Teddy Bears Picnics’ for Wokingham Library.  

* The Aborfield Military Wives Choir and the Arborfield Garrison Singers continue to practice in the Church 

   on 2 evenings a week.  

* St Eligius was able to hold 3 Baptisms, 1 Blessing of Rings and 1 Funeral. 

Our last Service was on Sunday 15 March 2020. Due to Covid19, all Services and events were cancelled until 

further notice. 
          

Music in Services 

The organ provided music at the 11.00 am Services. At the December Ecumenical Carols by Candlelight Service, 

the congregation enjoyed the carols performed by Arborfield Garrison Singers and Arborfield Military Wives 

Choir, in addition to organ pieces.       

Lunch-time Concerts 

Four Lunch-time Concerts were held in all: in May, August and November 2019 and in February 2020. They 

were: 2 May 2019 Piano Recital by Linda North. 1 August 2019 Elliot, Stirling, Sorella and Michael Hampton 

(trombone, trumpet, piano, ukulele, guitar and voice), with piano accompaniment by Guy Murgatroyd. 

7 November 2019 Organ Recital by Christopher Dew. 6 February 2020 Students from The Sixth Form College, 

Farnborough (voice, flute, oboe and piano), with piano accompaniment by Jean Beers. The charitable 

contributions from these four concerts totalled: £2,247.94 

Dr Rita Le Var. 
                                    Mr Paul Marsden and Mrs Lucia Golding, Churchwardens of St Eligius Church, Arborfield Green – 30/09/2020 

 



 

St James’ Church Tower Bellringers Report for APCM 2020 

This report covers May 2019 through to September 2020, an unprecedented period, and also totally 

unexpected.  

Back in July last year we reported that although our numbers were quite low we had still been able to ring for 

weddings and on Sundays and practice nights, learning new methods and skills. A number of bands on Outings 

visited our Tower to ring and we had also shown 2 groups of local Guides round the Tower to see how the bells 

work and what we do to ring them, as well as what Finchampstead looks like from above – all those trees, 

where have the houses gone! 

 As usual the Tower was open for the Patronal Festival and a large number of people had the opportunity for a 

tour and a view from the top of the tower. 

Over the summer (of 2019) the Tower was visited by more groups, including the Bradfield Ringing Course in 

August, who have been coming every August for a number of years,  and there were a number of weddings to 

ring for. 

In December we enjoyed a lovely Christmas meal once again at the Queen’s Oak.  Ringing continued as usual 

and we rang for the midnight service on Christmas Eve and for the Christmas Morning service as well as for a 

wedding in Christmas week. 

Due to Covid-19, ringing was paused in March, the first time nationally since the 2nd World War, although there 

have been a couple of times when we were unable to ring at St James, when the bells were being rehung or the 

church was being renovated. On those occasions, however, we were able to ring at other churches. We have all 

missed ringing and can’t wait for it to start again. 

It wasn’t until August that the bells were heard again, after a full safety check and risk assessment had been 

carried out. At the moment only 3 bells are being rung, by 3 ringers and only for 5 minutes before the Sunday 

service, although the 3 bells have also been rung for a wedding in September. 

Tricia Amos Oct 2020 

 

St Mary and St John Flower Arrangers 2019 

We are a dedicated group of 3 ladies who arrange flowers for the services at the Church services usually held 

within the school hall at Gorse Ride Junior School. As it is a modern and light building we are fortunate that we 

have both space and freedom of expression to show our love of our surroundings in our lovely parish by offering 

our thanks to God through the arrangements. We usually arrange the flowers at home and transport them to 

the Church. However for major festivals we may meet in the school hall and arrange them in situ. We can 

arrange flowers on behalf of the congregation in memory of a loved one or to celebrate an event such as a 

wedding anniversary or birthday. If you would like to have flowers for a particular Sunday please speak to one of 

the team and every effort will be made to accommodate your request. 

Our year closed early due to the pandemic and the moving online of Church services.  Knowing that many 

mothers in our Church would not be able to see their families this year we travelled to each lady’s home in the 

few days before Mothering Sunday and gave everyone a little pot of pansies.  One of our congregation started a 

Whatsapp group and a member of the flower team sent a beautiful floral arrangement picture with an Easter 

candle to the group on Easter morning, a new way to celebrate. 

We especially enjoy meeting the residents of Wildacres Residential Home where we take the flowers after the 

service so the residents have the pleasure of them for the week. The flowers are augmented by foliage from our 

gardens (and those of our friends!) and we are always pleased to have donations in money or flowers with which 

to decorate the Church. 

We would be delighted to welcome new members to the team, you would have lots of friendly support. Please 

contact any member of the team.  Marjorie Stalker, Paula Vicary, and Ashlyn Webster 

 


