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Matthew 22:1-14 This parable of the wedding feast comes 

immediately after the parable of the ungrateful tenants. 

Their apparent harshness emphasises how serious it is to 

reject Jesus and his message.  

1 Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: 

2 ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves 

to call those who had been invited to the wedding 

banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other 

slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, I 

have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have 

been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 

wedding banquet.” 5 But they made light of it and went 

away, one to his farm, another to his business, 6 while the 

rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them.  

7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 

those murderers, and burned their city.  

8 Then he said to his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but 

those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the 

main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding 

banquet.” 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and 

gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 

11 ‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he 

noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding 

robe, 12 and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in 
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here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. 13 

Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and 

foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 14 For many are 

called, but few are chosen 

1. Show Save the date – Daughter’s wedding – will be 

going.  Some occasions we desperately want to be at 

and others we can take or leave.  

2. The wedding banquet in todays parable is the most 

important banquet we will ever be invited too.   

3. We are not forced – its an open invitation to 

everyone 

4. Who is the host – God the Father  

5. Who is the groom – Jesus himself – 
  
Revelation 19:6-New International Version 
 
6 Then I heard what sounded like a great 

multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like 

loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

“Hallelujah! 

    For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
7 Let us rejoice and be glad 

    and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 

    and his bride has made herself ready. 
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8 Fine linen, bright and clean, 

    was given her to wear.” 
 

6. The parable we hear that God is the host, Jesus is 

the groom.  Who are the slaves who were sent out 

to invite people into the banquet?   

 

We are the slaves- this word in the Greek is  

doúlos  

 

someone who belongs to another; a bond-slave, 

without any ownership rights of their own. 

Ironically, 1401 /doúlos ("bond-slave") is used with 

the highest dignity in the NT – namely, of believers 

who willingly live under Christ's authority as His 

devoted followers. 

 

This slaves this parable speaks too are also  the 

prophets who have been proclaiming the Kingdom 

of God for centuries and been ignored and killed. 

 

We then have the guests who came along.  – Those 

who were good and bad.   

 

It makes no difference to God what we have done 

whether good or bad.  The amazing thing about the 

invitation into Gods kingdom is it isn’t just given if 

https://biblehub.com/greek/1401.htm
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you’re a certain type of person.  If you’ve lived a 

morally or upstanding life, whether you’re rich or 

poor, male or female.  

 

All are invited and welcomed in.   

So, what’s the last bit about – why does someone 

get thrown out.   

 

Well this is the challenging part. 

 

In a world where it’s all about inclusiveness and 

making sure everyone feels welcome the Kingdom 

of God has criteria for getting into the banquet.  

 

Its nothing to do with status, gender or disability, its 

nothing to do with wealth or being good or bad.  

 

It has to do with 1 thing and 1 thing only and that is 

whether we accept Jesus as our Lord and Saviour.   

 

Not just that we believe he was God – it tells us in 

the bible even the demons believe Jesus is God.   

 

No the criteria is will you be a slave – will you be a 

bond servant, will you follow him and obey him in 

order that you can be counted as one of the 

wedding guests.   
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Many people are pretending to be guests at the 

banquet of God at the minute.   

 

There may be days in each of our lives where we 

must admit that we don’t feel we are living lives 

worthy of the Kingdom of God but that’s not the 

point here.   

 

The point is are you trying to follow Jesus with your 

whole heart soul and mind.  Are you asking him 

what you can do to be part of this amazing banquet?   

 

The danger of people like me who’s main gifting is 

evangelism is that I can try and make the Christian 

life sound like a walk in the park in order to 

encourage people to accept Jesus as there saviour 

however I have changed a lot since I first started 

leading people to Jesus.  I now tell them the full 

story.   

 

 That there is a cost to choosing Jesus.  However, the 

cost doesn’t even come close to the cost Jesus paid 

for us to have forgiveness of sins and eternal life, or 

the chance of joy and peace and life to the full 

however there is still a cost  

 

Luke 14 is a parable where Jesus talks about the 

cost of being a follower of his 
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The Cost of Being a Disciple 

25Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning 
to them he said: 26“If anyone comes to me and does not 
hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be 
my disciple. 27And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. 

28“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t 
you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it? 29For if you lay the 
foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees 
it will ridicule you, 30saying, ‘This person began to build 
and wasn’t able to finish.’ 

 

This is what the parable of the wedding banquet 
finishes with.  You see if you choose Jesus your life should 
and will change.  It will change how you spend your money,  

how you vote,  

it may even change what you decide to work at or for.  
There will be a cost. It may change your friendships and 
your relationships if you are seriously following Gods will 
for your life.   

This year has seen many people confronted by the 
humanity and their belief in God.   

http://biblehub.com/luke/14-25.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/14-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/14-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/14-28.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/14-29.htm
http://biblehub.com/luke/14-30.htm
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For some their faith has been shook to the core for others 
it has only strengthened their desire to go deeper with God 
as they have realised that he is the only 1 solid thing that 
will never change.  

That wearing the robes of a believer is the protection we 
need to get through even 1 day on this earth at the minute. 
To know that nothing can separate us from the love of God.   

Another wonderful scripture from Romans 8 

in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

So, summing up.   

We are all invited to the wedding banquet.  We are invited 
not by a friend or a daughter or even a president.  We are 
invited by the King of Kings the lord of Lords and you are 
to be not just the guest but the Bride too.   

Jesus is preparing his Bride in this time like in no other 
time before.  He is calling for a bride who is holy, and 
spotless and willing to pay the cost.   

The wedding banquet is a free choice for us.   
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Will we say yes, or will we choose to either pretend 
we’ve been invited, or will we just rip up the invite and 
continue to live our lives in the way we want to.  

 

 


