
Sermon 04.10.2020 (Revd. Gemma) 

What is it you need right now? 

There are some basic things that we all need like air, water, 

food, shelter, companionship… Everything else we have is a 

bonus really. Yet we so often use the word need to describe 

things we would want! I need new clothes… I need a new 

phone… I need to go on holiday… Even, in honesty, saying 

we need this pandemic to be over… for a few of us we are 

quite comfortable really during this time and the need is 

not our own but others… We often forget that we are very 

fortunate and have almost all of our needs met. 

This week we are celebrating Harvest, a time to remember 

and be thankful for God’s provision. We live in a place 

where we don’t actually have to travel too far to see farms 

producing our food, to see live stock being raised. This 

hopefully can make the idea of harvest more real to us, 

seeing the seasons come and go and the crops grow. But 

we also live in an area where we must remember those for 

the idea of rich provision is a taunt as much as it a promise. 

There are two foodbanks in our local area and neither are 

un-needed. In our area there are many people who cannot 

afford to feed themselves and their families. Their needs 

are not being met.  

For us need has become a word which simply expresses the 

extent of our own desires and often not the reality of basic 

provision… For this reason it’s not unreasonable to look at 

the parable in this week’s gospel reading and wonder why 

the rich man is called a fool. He has enough food and is 

simply seeking to provide for himself in the future. We do 

the same. We save money. We invest in pensions, property, 

stocks… we do whatever we can to provide for ourselves in 

the future and we know what we are doing is wise. So 

surely the fool in this story is actually wise?! Yet the future 

is a gift… for the fool his is taken away and his confidence is 

unfounded. This parable is about our attitude. I am 

certainly not going to say we should not be thinking about 

our future. Because we do need to. But having the 

confidence the foolish man does… that is a confidence that 

we have provided for all our future needs ourself… That is 

foolishness. We cannot provide for all our needs. God does 

this and we must remember that he is the one who 

provides.  

The gospel passage goes on to talk about the birds being 

provided for… Yet birds don’t sit back and relax, their day to 

day lives is about seeking food, water and shelter. But they 

are provided for… Jesus uses their example to explain why 

we should not worry. Which at the moment either seems 

like excellent or utterly ridiculous advice! We shouldn’t 

worry but it’s so difficult now to be concerned with things 

happening in the world around us. With the people we 

can’t see or be near… with our own health. During this 

week when I was trying to put this sermon together I have 

been wrestling with this idea of not worrying… I worry 

about pretty much everything. Including how much I worry. 

Yet I know that the scriptures tell me I shouldn’t… This 



passage talks about attitude again… we cannot rely on 

ourselves to provide for all our needs because that is what 

God does. But also we shouldn’t worry about these things 

because God does provide. 

God created a world where he provided for all our needs. 

Just as he did for the birds and the plants… yet this year 

1.9million food parcels were given out in our country. 191, 

240 of those were given in the south east. This is an 

increase of 74% since 2015. These are people who are not 

having their needs met. Our world is no longer one where 

people have their needs provided for in the way God wants. 

There are people in our community who cannot feed 

themselves or their children. This isn’t okay. I recognise that 

I have very little to worry about in comparison to these 

people. Because my needs are all being met. So I know that 

I will be going out of my way to give things to the foodbank 

this week and the weeks ahead. We have been encouraging 

you to do this over the last few weeks… whether you can 

buy some extra items with you shop and drop them into the 

foodbank. Or whether you can give online. Please do 

whatever you can. 

This harvest I have been challenged to think more about my 

needs and my worries. I want rely on God more and help 

others to do that as well. i am going to try to put my 

worries aside to focus on recognising all that I have been 

given. To rely more on God. To give thanks for that I have 

and to share my surplus with others and I’d like to 

encourage you to do the same. Amen.  


