
Sunday 25 October 2020 - Bible Sunday 

Sermon Notes 

Text: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in 

all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:16-17) 

Intro: The text is all about reading the Bible, applying its teaching to everyday life 

and focusing on what really matters. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly 

 Bible Sunday is not just about reading the Bible 

 Not just about translating, distributing and re-presenting the Bible, which is 

what the Bible Society (who we as a parish support) does 

 It's about absorbing God's message, letting it permeate our nature 

 Bible-reading: not obligation, but inspiration 

With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God 

 Don't we so wish we could respond like this now, even as we're grateful for 

the choir's contribution to our services 

Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus 

 Josef Haydn started each composition 'In nomine Domini' (In the name of the 

Lord) and ended them 'Laus Deo' (Praise God), thereby dedicating all he did 

to God 

 The same idea in George Herbert's hymn Teach me my God and King - 'and 

what I do in anything, to do it as for thee' 

 A life-changing attitude - even the most mundane task becomes holy 

 Our everyday lives are bound up with our faith, not a separate compartment 

 Not just paid work or voluntary work, but also work around the house, or 

looking after others 

 This life-changing attitude will also lead us to complain less, to worry less 

(even now), knowing Jesus is with us 

Giving thanks to God the Father through Jesus 

 If we do everything in the name of Jesus, we will automatically be giving 

thanks to God the Father 

 But as well as this we have so many blessings to thank God for: for family, 

friends and other relationships; for the beauty and bounty of the world we 

live in; and for God's enabling and encouraging Spirit 

Closing comments: Why not print and cut out this reading and put it somewhere 

you'll see it? Take it into your heart, and your heart will be nourished by it. With 

eyes fixed on Jesus and the cross, how can we not be truly thankful? 
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