
Parish of Finchampstead and California 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

5 - 10 October 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

The NT readings for Morning Prayer continue their progress through the Acts of the Apostles. As the book 

reaches its climax, the readings are longer than normal. Each day's thought is based mainly on the parts 

of the readings in bold type.  

MONDAY - Acts 21:37-22:21 

37 Just as Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, ‘May I say something to 

you?’ The tribune replied, ‘Do you know Greek? 38 Then you are not the Egyptian who recently stirred up a 

revolt and led the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?’ 39 Paul replied, ‘I am a Jew, from 

Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of an important city; I beg you, let me speak to the people.’ 40 When he had 

given him permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the people for silence; and when there 

was a great hush, he addressed them in the Hebrew language, saying: 22.1 ‘Brothers and fathers, listen to 

the defence that I now make before you.’ 

2 When they heard him addressing them in Hebrew, they became even more quiet. Then he said: 3 ‘I am a 

Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, educated strictly 

according to our ancestral law, being zealous for God, just as all of you are today. 4 I persecuted this Way 

up to the point of death by binding both men and women and putting them in prison, 5 as the high priest 

and the whole council of elders can testify about me. From them I also received letters to the brothers in 

Damascus, and I went there in order to bind those who were there and to bring them back to Jerusalem 

for punishment. 

6 ‘While I was on my way and approaching Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly 

shone about me. 7 I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, “Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting me?” 8 I answered, “Who are you, Lord?” Then he said to me, “I am Jesus of Nazareth whom 

you are persecuting.” 9 Now those who were with me saw the light but did not hear the voice of the one 

who was speaking to me. 10 I asked, “What am I to do, Lord?” The Lord said to me, “Get up and go to 

Damascus; there you will be told everything that has been assigned to you to do.” 11 Since I could not see 

because of the brightness of that light, those who were with me took my hand and led me to Damascus. 

12 ‘A certain Ananias, who was a devout man according to the law and well spoken of by all the Jews living 

there, 13 came to me; and standing beside me, he said, “Brother Saul, regain your sight.” In that very 

hour I regained my sight and saw him. 14 Then he said, “The God of our ancestors has chosen you to 

know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear his own voice; 15 for you will be his witness to all the 

world of what you have seen and heard. 16 And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptized, and have 

your sins washed away, calling on his name.” 

17 ‘After I had returned to Jerusalem and while I was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance 
18 and saw Jesus saying to me, “Hurry and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not 

accept your testimony about me.” 19 And I said, “Lord, they themselves know that in every synagogue 

I imprisoned and beat those who believed in you. 20 And while the blood of your witness Stephen was 

shed, I myself was standing by, approving and keeping the coats of those who killed him.” 21 Then he said 

to me, “Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.”’ 

Thought for the day 

Last week Luke seemed intentionally to draw attention to Paul's and Jesus' parallel experiences, especially 

in Jerusalem. Now their paths start to diverge with Paul taking every opportunity to address crowds and 

authority figures. Today he gives the crowd his Christian testimony from persecutor to convert. In most 

respects he repeats what Luke wrote in Acts 9, but in verses 17-18 he describes for the first time a vision 

encouraging his escape from Jerusalem. Throughout Acts, for Peter as well as for Paul, visions and 



dreams are recorded as reliable pointers to God's will. If such guidance was powerful enough for the 
Apostles, might it not also be reliable for us in our own lives? 

TUESDAY - Acts 22:22-23:11 

22 Up to this point they listened to him, but then they shouted, ‘Away with such a fellow from the earth. 

For he should not be allowed to live.’ 23 And while they were shouting, throwing off their cloaks, and 

tossing dust into the air, 24 the tribune directed that he was to be brought into the barracks, and ordered 

him to be examined by flogging, to find out the reason for this outcry against him. 25 But when they had 

tied him up with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who was standing by, ‘Is it legal for you to flog a 

Roman citizen who is uncondemned?’ 26 When the centurion heard that, he went to the tribune and said to 

him, ‘What are you about to do? This man is a Roman citizen.’ 27 The tribune came and asked Paul, ‘Tell 

me, are you a Roman citizen?’ And he said, ‘Yes.’ 28 The tribune answered, ‘It cost me a large sum of 

money to get my citizenship.’ Paul said, ‘But I was born a citizen.’ 29 Immediately those who were about 

to examine him drew back from him; and the tribune also was afraid, for he realized that Paul was a 

Roman citizen and that he had bound him. 

30 Since he wanted to find out what Paul was being accused of by the Jews, the next day he released him 

and ordered the chief priests and the entire council to meet. He brought Paul down and had him stand 

before them. 

23.1 While Paul was looking intently at the council he said, ‘Brothers, up to this day I have lived my life 

with a clear conscience before God.’ 2 Then the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near him to 

strike him on the mouth. 3 At this Paul said to him, ‘God will strike you, you whitewashed wall. Are you 

sitting there to judge me according to the law, and yet in violation of the law you order me to be 

struck?’ 4 Those standing nearby said, ‘Do you dare to insult God’s high priest?’ 5 And Paul said, ‘I did not 

realize, brothers, that he was high priest; for it is written, “You shall not speak evil of a leader of your 

people.”’ 

6 When Paul noticed that some were Sadducees and others were Pharisees, he called out in the council, 

‘Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am on trial concerning the hope of the resurrection of the 

dead.’ 7 When he said this, a dissension began between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the 

assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, or angel, or spirit; but the 

Pharisees acknowledge all three.) 9 Then a great clamour arose, and certain scribes of the Pharisees’ 

group stood up and contended, ‘We find nothing wrong with this man. What if a spirit or an angel has 

spoken to him?’ 10 When the dissension became violent, the tribune, fearing that they would tear Paul to 

pieces, ordered the soldiers to go down, take him by force, and bring him into the barracks. 11 That night 

the Lord stood near him and said, ‘Keep up your courage. For just as you have testified for me 

in Jerusalem, so you must bear witness also in Rome.’ 

Thought for the day 

Perhaps yesterday's report of Paul's earlier vision was intended to pave the way for his experience in 

verse 11. Up to this point, it seemed as though Paul expected to die, as Jesus had, in the Jewish capital 

(see 20:22-24). So this instruction that he is to go to Rome hasmajor implications for the last chapters of 

Acts. Paul needs to avoid the murderous Jewish authorities, which he will, although it involves a long spell 

in prison first. The sense Luke gives us is of Paul waiting with confidence for whatever will forward his 

Lord's plan for him, while taking every chance to tell others about that same Lord Jesus. 

WEDNESDAY - Acts 23:12-35 

12 In the morning the Jews joined in a conspiracy and bound themselves by an oath neither to 

eat nor drink until they had killed Paul. 13 There were more than forty who joined in this 

conspiracy. 14 They went to the chief priests and elders and said, ‘We have strictly bound 

ourselves by an oath to taste no food until we have killed Paul. 15 Now then, you and the 

council must notify the tribune to bring him down to you, on the pretext that you want to make 

a more thorough examination of his case. And we are ready to do away with him before he 

arrives.’ 

16 Now the son of Paul’s sister heard about the ambush; so he went and gained entrance to the barracks 

and told Paul. 17 Paul called one of the centurions and said, ‘Take this young man to the tribune, for he 

has something to report to him.’ 18 So he took him, brought him to the tribune, and said, ‘The prisoner 

Paul called me and asked me to bring this young man to you; he has something to tell you.’ 19 The tribune 

took him by the hand, drew him aside privately, and asked, ‘What is it that you have to report to me?’ 
20 He answered, ‘The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down to the council tomorrow, as though 

they were going to inquire more thoroughly into his case. 21 But do not be persuaded by them, for more 

than forty of their men are lying in ambush for him. They have bound themselves by an oath neither to 



eat nor drink until they kill him. They are ready now and are waiting for your consent.’ 22 So the tribune 

dismissed the young man, ordering him, ‘Tell no one that you have informed me of this.’ 

23 Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, ‘Get ready to leave by nine o’clock tonight for 

Caesarea with two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and two hundred spearmen. 24 Also provide 

mounts for Paul to ride, and take him safely to Felix the governor.’ 25 He wrote a letter to this effect: 
26 ‘Claudius Lysias to his Excellency the governor Felix, greetings. 27 This man was seized by the Jews and 

was about to be killed by them, but when I had learned that he was a Roman citizen, I came with the 

guard and rescued him. 28 Since I wanted to know the charge for which they accused him, I had him 

brought to their council. 29 I found that he was accused concerning questions of their law, but was 

charged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment. 30 When I was informed that there would be a plot 

against the man, I sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to state before you what they have 

against him.’ 

31 So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and brought him during the night to Antipatris 
32 The next day they let the horsemen go on with him, while they returned to the barracks. 33 When they 

came to Caesarea and delivered the letter to the governor, they presented Paul also before him. 34 On 

reading the letter, he asked what province he belonged to, and when he learned that he was from 

Cilicia, 35 he said, ‘I will give you a hearing when your accusers arrive.’ Then he ordered that he be kept 

under guard in Herod’s headquarters. 

Thought for the day 

One of the continuing similarities between Paul and Jesus in Jerusalem is the tenacity of their opponents, 

in Paul's case as described in verses 12-15. By contrast the Roman authorities, in reality infamous for 

their brutality, go out of their way to protect this trouble-maker. It is a sad fact of Christian history that 

we have often had more to fear from our fellow-Christians, and they from us, than from secular 

authorities. 

THURSDAY - Acts 24:1-23 

1 Five days later the high priest Ananias came down with some elders and an attorney, a certain Tertullus, 

and they reported their case against Paul to the governor. 2 When Paul had been summoned, Tertullus 

began to accuse him, saying: ‘Your Excellency, because of you we have long enjoyed peace, and reforms 

have been made for this people because of your foresight. 3 We welcome this in every way and 

everywhere with utmost gratitude. 4 But, to detain you no further, I beg you to hear us briefly with your 

customary graciousness. 5 We have, in fact, found this man a pestilent fellow, an agitator among all the 

Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 6 He even tried to profane the 

temple, and so we seized him. 8 By examining him yourself you will be able to learn from him concerning 

everything of which we accuse him.’ 9 The Jews also joined in the charge by asserting that all this was 

true. 

10 When the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul replied: ‘I cheerfully make my defence, knowing 

that for many years you have been a judge over this nation. 11 As you can find out, it is not more than 

twelve days since I went up to worship in Jerusalem. 12 They did not find me disputing with anyone in the 

temple or stirring up a crowd either in the synagogues or throughout the city. 13 Neither can they prove to 

you the charge that they now bring against me. 14 But this I admit to you, that according to the 

Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our ancestors, believing everything laid down 

according to the law or written in the prophets. 15 I have a hope in God—a hope that they 

themselves also accept—that there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the 

unrighteous. 16 Therefore I do my best always to have a clear conscience towards God and all 

people. 17 Now after some years I came to bring alms to my nation and to offer sacrifices. 18 While I was 

doing this, they found me in the temple, completing the rite of purification, without any crowd or 

disturbance. 19 But there were some Jews from Asia—they ought to be here before you to make an 

accusation, if they have anything against me. 20 Or let these men here tell what crime they had found 

when I stood before the council, 21 unless it was this one sentence that I called out while standing before 

them, “It is about the resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.”’ 

22 But Felix, who was rather well informed about the Way, adjourned the hearing with the comment, 

‘When Lysias the tribune comes down, I will decide your case.’ 23 Then he ordered the centurion to keep 

him in custody, but to let him have some liberty and not to prevent any of his friends from taking care of 

his needs. 

Thought for the day 

The high priest was clearly rattled, as he saw the need to bring his lawyer with him to plead the case 

against Paul to the Roman governor Felix (v1). And what a smarmy, ingratiating lawyer Tertullus turned 

out to be (v2-4). Paul remained cheerful when his turn came (v10) and bases his defence on the areas of 

belief common to him and his accusers (v14-15). Felix saw no reason to make a quick decision and Paul 



returned to prison (v23). Those with power often benefit from lengthy legal and semi-legal processes, 

often at the expense of those with little or no power at all. We need to keep reminding ourselves how 

Jesus invariably sided with the oppressed and marginalised against what we would now describe as 'the 

Establishment'. 

FRIDAY - Acts 24:24-25:12 

24 Some days later when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard 

him speak concerning faith in Christ Jesus. 25 And as he discussed justice, self-control, and the coming 

judgement, Felix became frightened and said, ‘Go away for the present; when I have an opportunity, I 

will send for you.’ 26 At the same time he hoped that money would be given to him by Paul, and for that 

reason he used to send for him very often and converse with him. 27 After two years had passed, Felix 

was succeeded by Porcius Festus; and since he wanted to grant the Jews a favour, Felix left Paul in 

prison. 

25.1 Three days after Festus had arrived in the province, he went up from Caesarea to Jerusalem 2 where 

the chief priests and the leaders of the Jews gave him a report against Paul. They appealed to him 3 and 

requested, as a favour to them against Paul, to have him transferred to Jerusalem. They were, in fact, 

planning an ambush to kill him along the way. 4 Festus replied that Paul was being kept at Caesarea, and 

that he himself intended to go there shortly. 5 ‘So’, he said, ‘let those of you who have the authority come 

down with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them accuse him.’ 

6 After he had stayed among them for not more than eight or ten days, he went down to Caesarea; the 

next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. 7 When he arrived, the Jews 

who had gone down from Jerusalem surrounded him, bringing many serious charges against him, which 

they could not prove. 8 Paul said in his defence, ‘I have in no way committed an offence against the law of 

the Jews, or against the temple, or against the emperor.’ 9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favour, 

asked Paul, ‘Do you wish to go up to Jerusalem and be tried there before me on these charges?’ 10 Paul 

said, ‘I am appealing to the emperor’s tribunal; this is where I should be tried. I have done no 

wrong to the Jews, as you very well know. 11 Now if I am in the wrong and have committed 

something for which I deserve to die, I am not trying to escape death; but if there is nothing to 

their charges against me, no one can turn me over to them. I appeal to the emperor.’ 12 Then 

Festus, after he had conferred with his council, replied, ‘You have appealed to the emperor; to the 

emperor you will go.’ 

Thought for the day 

Paul's imprisonment dragged on until Felix was replaced as governor by Festus, when Paul's opponents 

re-emerged with another ambush plot (v3). At that point, for reasons that are not entirely clear, Paul 

decided to play his trump card of appealing to Caesar, thereby circumventing the local politics in 

Jerusalem and securing his passage to Rome (v10-11). This was not the first time Paul had used his 

Roman citizenship to his advantage (16:37-39). There is no reason for us also to take advantages of the 

benefits we have received, as long as we use them with integrity, and don't thereby disadvantage others. 

SATURDAY - Acts 25:13-27 

13 After several days had passed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to welcome Festus. 
14 Since they were staying there for several days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying, ‘There is 

a man here who was left in prison by Felix. 15 When I was in Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of 

the Jews informed me about him and asked for a sentence against him. 16 I told them that it was not the 

custom of the Romans to hand over anyone before the accused had met the accusers face to face and 

had been given an opportunity to make a defence against the charge. 17 So when they met here, I lost no 

time, but on the next day took my seat on the tribunal and ordered the man to be brought.  18 When the 

accusers stood up, they did not charge him with any of the crimes that I was expecting. 
19 Instead they had certain points of disagreement with him about their own religion and about 

a certain Jesus, who had died, but whom Paul asserted to be alive. 20 Since I was at a loss how to 

investigate these questions, I asked whether he wished to go to Jerusalem and be tried there on these 

charges. 21 But when Paul had appealed to be kept in custody for the decision of his Imperial Majesty, I 

ordered him to be held until I could send him to the emperor.’ 22 Agrippa said to Festus, ‘I would like to 

hear the man myself.’ ‘Tomorrow’, he said, ‘you will hear him.’ 

23 So on the next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great pomp, and they entered the audience hall with 

the military tribunes and the prominent men of the city. Then Festus gave the order and Paul was brought 

in. 24 And Festus said, ‘King Agrippa and all here present with us, you see this man about whom the whole 

Jewish community petitioned me, both in Jerusalem and here, shouting that he ought not to live any 

longer. 25 But I found that he had done nothing deserving death; and when he appealed to his Imperial 

Majesty, I decided to send him. 26 But I have nothing definite to write to our sovereign about him. 



Therefore I have brought him before all of you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that, after we 

have examined him, I may have something to write— 27 for it seems to me unreasonable to send a 

prisoner without indicating the charges against him.’ 

Thought for the day 

Another day - another little-known celebrity turns up. Festus puts Paul on display and launches into a 

long explanation of how difficult things are for him (Pilate might have said much the same when he sent 

Jesus off to Herod (Luke 23:5)). But Festus' main concern seems to be what he will write to Caesar (v26). 

In a way this is simply circumstantial detail around the continuing theme which is God's will for Paul to go 

to Rome. This reminds us to focus our thoughts and prayers not so much on our immediate needs and 

concerns, real though these are, but on what God has in store for us.  
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