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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

12 - 17 October 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

This week the NT readings for Morning Prayer reach the end of the Acts of the Apostles. Each day's 

thought is based mainly on the parts of the readings in bold type.  

MONDAY - Acts 26:1-23 

1 Agrippa said to Paul, ‘You have permission to speak for yourself.’ Then Paul stretched out his hand and 

began to defend himself: 2 ‘I consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am to make 

my defence today against all the accusations of the Jews, 3 because you are especially familiar with all the 

customs and controversies of the Jews; therefore I beg of you to listen to me patiently. 

4 ‘All the Jews know my way of life from my youth, a life spent from the beginning among my own people 

and in Jerusalem. 5 They have known for a long time, if they are willing to testify, that I have belonged to 

the strictest sect of our religion and lived as a Pharisee. 6 And now I stand here on trial on account of my 

hope in the promise made by God to our ancestors, 7 a promise that our twelve tribes hope to attain, as 

they earnestly worship day and night. It is for this hope, your Excellency, that I am accused by Jews. 
8 Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the dead? 

9 ‘Indeed, I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things against the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
10 And that is what I did in Jerusalem; with authority received from the chief priests, I not only locked up 

many of the saints in prison, but I also cast my vote against them when they were being condemned to 

death. 11 By punishing them often in all the synagogues I tried to force them to blaspheme; and since I 

was so furiously enraged at them, I pursued them even to foreign cities. 

12 ‘With this in mind, I was travelling to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests, 
13 when at midday along the road, your Excellency, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, 

shining around me and my companions. 14 When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to 

me in the Hebrew language, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the 

goads.” 15 I asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The Lord answered, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting. 
16 But get up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve 

and testify to the things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you. 17 I will 

rescue you from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 18 to open their 

eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that 

they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” 

19 ‘After that, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but declared first to those in 

Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout the countryside of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they 

should repent and turn to God and do deeds consistent with repentance. 21 For this reason the Jews 

seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 22 To this day I have had help from God, and so I stand here, 

testifying to both small and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would take 

place: 23 that the Messiah must suffer, and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would 

proclaim light both to our people and to the Gentiles.’ 

Thought for the day 

This is the third account of Paul's conversion experience. While similar in most respects to the others, and 

briefer, verses 17 and 18 expand the content of his initial encounter with Jesus (see 9:5-6 and 22:8,10), 

stressing the special protection he will receive ('I will rescue you'), the universality of his role ('your 

people and the Gentiles') and the power of his message ('from darkness to light, from Satan to God'). The 

Gospel message is no different today, and it is good to remind ourselves of how life-changing it can and 

should be, both for those of us who are already convinced of its truth, and for those many who have not 

yet welcomed Jesus into their hearts.   



TUESDAY - Acts 26:24-32 

24 While he was making this defence, Festus exclaimed, ‘You are out of your mind, Paul. Too much 

learning is driving you insane.’ 25 But Paul said, ‘I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I am 

speaking the sober truth. 26 Indeed the king knows about these things, and to him I speak freely; for I am 

certain that none of these things has escaped his notice, for this was not done in a corner. 27 King 

Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.’ 28 Agrippa said to Paul, ‘Are you so quickly 

persuading me to become a Christian?’ 29 Paul replied, ‘Whether quickly or not, I pray to God that 

not only you but also all who are listening to me today might become such as I am—except for 

these chains.’ 

30 Then the king got up, and with him the governor and Bernice and those who had been seated with 

them; 31 and as they were leaving, they said to one another, ‘This man is doing nothing to deserve death 

or imprisonment.’ 32 Agrippa said to Festus, ‘This man could have been set free if he had not appealed to 

the emperor.’ 

Thought for the day 

Festus reels under Paul's onslaught - from a Roman perspective of religious conformity being part of 

citizenship, the claims being made do indeed verge on madness. Agrippa on the other hand understands 

only too clearly the implications of Paul's words for himself, but remains wary of them. Paul's response is 

no longer rhetorical and sophisticated (as his speech in yesterday's reading had been), but simple and 

personal - he just wants other people to share with him the blessings of faith in Jesus (v29). At its heart 

that is what evangelism is about. 

WEDNESDAY - Acts 27:1-26 

1 When it was decided that we were to sail for Italy, they transferred Paul and some other prisoners to a 

centurion of the Augustan Cohort, named Julius. 2 Embarking on a ship of Adramyttium that was about to 

set sail to the ports along the coast of Asia, we put to sea, accompanied by Aristarchus, a Macedonian 

from Thessalonica. 3 The next day we put in at Sidon; and Julius treated Paul kindly, and allowed him to 

go to his friends to be cared for. 4 Putting out to sea from there, we sailed under the lee of Cyprus, 

because the winds were against us. 5 After we had sailed across the sea that is off Cilicia and Pamphylia, 

we came to Myra in Lycia. 6 There the centurion found an Alexandrian ship bound for Italy and put us on 

board. 7 We sailed slowly for a number of days and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus, and as the wind was 

against us, we sailed under the lee of Crete off Salmone. 8 Sailing past it with difficulty, we came to a 

place called Fair Havens, near the city of Lasea. 

9 Since much time had been lost and sailing was now dangerous, because even the Fast had already gone 

by, Paul advised them, 10 saying, ‘Sirs, I can see that the voyage will be with danger and much heavy 

loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.’ 11 But the centurion paid more attention to 

the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what Paul said. 12 Since the harbour was not suitable for 

spending the winter, the majority was in favour of putting to sea from there, on the chance that somehow 

they could reach Phoenix, where they could spend the winter. It was a harbour of Crete, facing south-

west and north-west. 

13 When a moderate south wind began to blow, they thought they could achieve their purpose; so they 

weighed anchor and began to sail past Crete, close to the shore. 14 But soon a violent wind, called the 

northeaster, rushed down from Crete. 15 Since the ship was caught and could not be turned with its head 

to the wind, we gave way to it and were driven. 16 By running under the lee of a small island called 

Cauda we were scarcely able to get the ship’s boat under control. 17 After hoisting it up they took 

measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they would run on the Syrtis, they lowered the sea-

anchor and so were driven. 18 We were being pounded by the storm so violently that on the next day they 

began to throw the cargo overboard, 19 and on the third day with their own hands they threw the ship’s 

tackle overboard. 20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest raged, all 

hope of our being saved was at last abandoned. 

21 Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul then stood up among them and said, ‘Men, you 

should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and thereby avoided this damage and 

loss. 22 I urge you now to keep up your courage, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of 

the ship. 23 For last night there stood by me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 

worship 24 and he said, “Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before the emperor; and 

indeed, God has granted safety to all those who are sailing with you.” 25 So keep up your courage, 

men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 26 But we will have to run aground 

on some island.’ 

 



Thought for the day 

Luke's account of the first part of the voyage to Rome is nothing if not detailed, and may perhaps remind 

us of the story of Jonah, but the culmination of the dramatic storm is Paul's assertion of God's will for him 

and his travelling companions (v23-24). His confidence seems to have prevailed over any suspicions the 

sailors and soldiers would have had for him as a prisoner. Like Jesus, he spoke with authority. 

THURSDAY - Acts 27:27-44 

27 When the fourteenth night had come, as we were drifting across the sea of Adria, about midnight the 

sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 28 So they took soundings and found twenty fathoms; a 

little farther on they took soundings again and found fifteen fathoms. 29 Fearing that we might run on the 

rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come. 30 But when the sailors tried 

to escape from the ship and had lowered the boat into the sea, on the pretext of putting out anchors from 

the bow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, ‘Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be 

saved.’ 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the boat and set it adrift. 

33 Just before daybreak, Paul urged all of them to take some food, saying, ‘Today is the fourteenth day 

that you have been in suspense and remaining without food, having eaten nothing. 34 Therefore I urge 

you to take some food, for it will help you survive; for none of you will lose a hair from your heads.’ 
35 After he had said this, he took bread; and giving thanks to God in the presence of all, he broke it and 

began to eat. 36 Then all of them were encouraged and took food for themselves. 37 (We were in all two 

hundred and seventy-six persons in the ship.) 38 After they had satisfied their hunger, they lightened the 

ship by throwing the wheat into the sea. 

39 In the morning they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, on which they 

planned to run the ship ashore, if they could. 40 So they cast off the anchors and left them in the sea. At 

the same time they loosened the ropes that tied the steering-oars; then hoisting the foresail to the wind, 

they made for the beach. 41 But striking a reef, they ran the ship aground; the bow stuck and remained 

immovable, but the stern was being broken up by the force of the waves. 42 The soldiers’ plan was to 

kill the prisoners, so that none might swim away and escape; 43 but the centurion, wishing to 

save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those who could swim to jump 

overboard first and make for the land, 44 and the rest to follow, some on planks and others on pieces of 

the ship. And so it was that all were brought safely to land. 

Thought for the day 

Paul's persuasiveness, as reported yesterday, was not enough on its own to over-ride the standard 

Roman response to any possible escape by prisoners of killing them. Fortunately though Paul had won 

himself an influential friend in the centurion (v42-43) and everyone was allowed to throw themselves into 

the sea. Once again we see an instructive combination of forces at work - God's protective hand over Paul 

and everyone in the ship, coupled with an unexpected personal relationship between soldier and prisoner, 

which allows that protection to prevail. 

FRIDAY - Acts 28:1-16 

1 After we had reached safety, we then learned that the island was called Malta. 2 The natives showed us 

unusual kindness. Since it had begun to rain and was cold, they kindled a fire and welcomed all of us 

round it. 3 Paul had gathered a bundle of brushwood and was putting it on the fire, when a viper, driven 

out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. 4 When the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, 

they said to one another, ‘This man must be a murderer; though he has escaped from the sea, justice has 

not allowed him to live.’ 5 He, however, shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm. 6 They 

were expecting him to swell up or drop dead, but after they had waited a long time and saw that nothing 

unusual had happened to him, they changed their minds and began to say that he was a god. 

7 Now in the neighbourhood of that place were lands belonging to the leading man of the island, named 

Publius, who received us and entertained us hospitably for three days. 8 It so happened that the father of 

Publius lay sick in bed with fever and dysentery. Paul visited him and cured him by praying and putting 

his hands on him. 9 After this happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases 

also came and were cured. 10 They bestowed many honours on us, and when we were about to sail, 

they put on board all the provisions we needed. 

11 Three months later we set sail on a ship that had wintered at the island, an Alexandrian ship with the 

Twin Brothers as its figurehead. 12 We put in at Syracuse and stayed there for three days; 13 then we 

weighed anchor and came to Rhegium. After one day there a south wind sprang up, and on the second 

day we came to Puteoli. 14 There we found believers and were invited to stay with them for seven days. 

And so we came to Rome. 15 The believers from there, when they heard of us, came as far as the Forum 

of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul thanked God and took courage. 16 When 

we came into Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with the soldier who was guarding him. 



Thought for the day 

Human beings often form an immediate impression of others which turns out to be wrong. In this case, 

having decided that Paul must have been a murderer (v4) on the flimsiest evidence, the islanders 

changed their minds and decided he was a god (v6). Paul ignored all this and continued to do what he 

could (v8-9) and at the end of this reading we hear of his low-key arrival in Rome. So, despite the 

vicissitudes of the voyages, God's purpose was achieved. Paul's absolute confidence that it would be gives 

us a fine example of unwavering faith and trust. 

SATURDAY - Acts 28:17-31 

17 Three days later he called together the local leaders of the Jews. When they had assembled, he said to 

them, ‘Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our ancestors, yet I was 

arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. 18 When they had examined me, the Romans 

wanted to release me, because there was no reason for the death penalty in my case. 19 But when the 

Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to the emperor—even though I had no charge to bring against 

my nation. 20 For this reason therefore I have asked to see you and speak with you, since it is for the sake 

of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain.’ 21 They replied, ‘We have received no letters from 

Judea about you, and none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken anything evil about you. 
22 But we would like to hear from you what you think, for with regard to this sect we know that 

everywhere it is spoken against.’ 

23 After they had fixed a day to meet him, they came to him at his lodgings in great numbers. From 

morning until evening he explained the matter to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to 

convince them about Jesus both from the law of Moses and from the prophets. 24 Some were convinced by 

what he had said, while others refused to believe. 25 So they disagreed with each other; and as they were 

leaving, Paul made one further statement: ‘The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your ancestors through 

the prophet Isaiah, 26 “Go to this people and say, You will indeed listen, but never understand, and you 

will indeed look, but never perceive. 27 For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of 

hearing, and they have shut their eyes; so that they might not look with their eyes, and listen with their 

ears, and understand with their heart and turn—and I would heal them.” 28 Let it be known to you then 

that this salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.’ 

30 He lived there for two whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to him, 31 proclaim-

ing the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without hindrance. 

Thought for the day 

It's striking that, as so often before, Paul's first action in Rome was an attempt to convince the Jewish 

community of the truth about Jesus (v23). Mainly, he seems to have been unsuccessful (v24). So, as 

they left, Paul appropriated Isaiah 6:9-10 to sum up their attitude. And then, for the next two years, he 

concentrated his teaching on the Gentiles 'with all boldness and without hindrance'. With this final brief 

testimony (which contrasts strongly with all the circumstantial detail about the journey to Rome in the 

earlier readings this week) to Paul's utter commitment to his role as Apostle to the Gentiles, Luke brings 

his book to an end. 

Further thoughts on the ending of Acts 

The beginnings and endings of all of the Gospels and of Acts are of particular interest in showing where 

some of the writers' key interests lie. Acts starts with a passage (1:1-11) which locates the book at the 

point where Luke's Gospel finished - the Ascension of Jesus - and from which subsequent events including 

Pentecost derive. So far, so good,so logical. But why then does Luke end with Paul's arrival in Rome and 

not with what happened at the end of his two-year imprisonment? Strong tradition has it that Paul was 

martyred in Rome. Why would Luke not report that? (Apart from any other considerations it would provide 

a link back to Paul's emergence in Acts at the stoning of Stephen.) 

The simple answer is that we don't know. But what we do know from the final chapters of Acts is how 

important it was to Paul to get to Rome after he received the Lord's word to that effect (23:11). In spite of 

all the intervening events, any of which might have prevented it happening, Paul made it. And perhaps that, 

and his final attempt to persuade his fellow-Jews, was enough, in Luke's eyes, to set the seal on Paul's 

apostleship. Perhaps too, when Luke came to write his account some years later, the tradition of Paul's 

martyrdom was so well established that he felt no need to repeat it, especially if the precise circumstances 

of his death were already obscure. 
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