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Christ, the Light of the World, has come to dispel the 

darkness of our hearts. (John 11:25) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVENT 

Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as the 
Church prepares to celebrate the coming (adventus) of Christ 
in his incarnation, and also looks ahead to his final advent as 
judge at the end of time. The readings and liturgies not only 
direct us towards Christ’s birth, they also challenge the modern 
reluctance to confront the theme of divine judgement: 

Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty. (Charles Wesley) 
 

The Four Last Things – Death, Judgement, Heaven and Hell – 
have been traditional themes for Advent meditation. The 
characteristic note of Advent is therefore expectation, rather 
than penitence. The anticipation of Christmas under 
commercial pressure has also made it harder to sustain an 
appropriate sense of alert watchfulness, but the fundamental 
Advent prayer remains ‘Maranatha’ – ‘Our Lord, come’ (1 
Corinthians 16.22). Church decorations are simple and spare, 
and purple is the traditional liturgical colour. In the northern 
hemisphere, the Advent season falls at the darkest time of the 
year, and the natural symbols of darkness and light are 
powerfully at work throughout Advent and Christmas.  
 
The lighting of candles on an Advent wreath was imported into 
Britain from northern Europe in the nineteenth century, and is 
now a common practice. The Moravian custom of the 
Christingle has similarly enjoyed great success in Britain for the 
last fifty years, with the encouragement of the Children’s 
Society. In medieval times the last days of Advent were marked 
by the sequence of Great ‘O’ Antiphons, which continue to 
inspire modern Advent hymns and meditations, and are 
included in this service. 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Welcome and Introduction 

Now it is time for us to wake out of sleep, for deliverance is nearer to us now 
than it was when first we believed. It is far on in the night; day is  near. Let us 
therefore cast off the deeds of darkness and put on our armour as soldiers of 
the light. 

Bidding Prayer 

My brothers and sisters, we enter today the solemn season of Advent in 
which the Church bids us prepare to celebrate the coming of Christ; a coming 
that we recall in the Child of Bethlehem; a coming that we experience in the 
gift of his Spirit, in the sacrament of Holy Communion, and in the joy of 
human lives that are shared; a coming we wait for when God will gather up 
all things in Christ. Let us in this holy season reflect on the coming of Christ 
who brings light to the world. Let us leave behind the darkness of sin, walk in 
the light that shines on our path, and renew within ourselves the hope of 
glory to which he beckons us. And as we turn towards the light, we pray for 
those who see no light, for whom all is darkness and despair: the poor and 
helpless, the aged and young children; the cold, the hungry and the 
homeless; the victims of poverty, injustice and oppression, the sick and those 
who mourn, the lonely and the unloved; and those living in the shadow of 
death. May they too be illumined by Christ, who is their light and ours. 

Finally, as we rejoice with the saints in heaven and on earth, we remember 
all who have gone before us with the sign of faith, whose hope was in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we offer up our 
prayers for the coming of his kingdom, in the words he himself taught us, 
saying: 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 

And may the Lord when he comes find us watching and waiting, now and at 
all times. Amen. 

Hymn - O come, O come Emmanuel 



 

 

THE MESSAGE OF ADVENT 

Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the 
Son of Man is coming. (Matthew 25:13) 
 

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
And all flesh shall see it together. 

 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on 
the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son 
Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall 
come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;  
through him who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

O Sapientia: O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High, 
reaching from one end to the other mightily, and sweetly ordering all things: 
Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

 

O Adonai: O Adonai, and leader of the House of Israel, who appeared to 
Moses in the fire of the burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai: Come 
and redeem us with an outstretched arm. 

 

First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-5 

 

Anthem - And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 

 

Second Lesson: John 3:16-21 

 

Hymn - Hark a herald voice is calling 



 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, ‘See, 
your salvation comes', and the LORD will cause his majestic voice to be heard. 
(Isaiah 65:11, 30:30) 

 

Declare his honour unto the nations, 
And his wonders to all people. 

 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, 
through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and 
for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O Radix Jesse: O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign among the peoples; before 
you kings will shut their mouths, to you the nations will make their prayer: 
Come and deliver us, and delay no longer. 

 

O Clavis David: O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel;  
you open and no one can shut; you shut and no one can open: Come and 
lead the prisoners from the prison house, those who dwell in darkness and 
the shadow of death. 
 

Third Lesson: Micah 4:1-4 

 

Anthem - O Thou the central orb 

 

Fourth Lesson: Luke 4:14-21 

 

Hymn - Lord for the years 



 

 

THE PROPHETS 

I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me.’ (Isaiah 6:8) 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord; 
Make his paths straight. 

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger 
to prepare your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of 
your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning 
the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second 
coming to judge the world 
we may be found an acceptable people in your sight. Amen. 

 

O Oriens: O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal and sun of 
righteousness: Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death. 

 

O Rex Gentium: O King of the nations, and their desire, the cornerstone 
making both one: Come and save the human race, which you fashioned from 
clay. 

 

Fifth Lesson: Malachi 3:1-4 

 

Anthem - How beautiful upon the mountains 

 

Sixth Lesson: Mark 1:4-9 

 

Hymn - On Jordan's bank 



 

 

MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS 

Look, the virgin is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 
Emmanuel, that is God is with us. (Isaiah 7:14) 

 
Prepare the way of the Lord; 
Make his paths straight. 

 

Almighty God, who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
chose her to be the mother of your only Son: grant that we who are 
redeemed by his blood may share with her in the glory of your eternal 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

O Emmanuel: O Emmanuel, our King and our lawgiver, the hope of the 
nations and their Saviour: Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

 

Seventh Lesson: Luke 1:39-49 

 

Carol - People, look east 

 

Eighth Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:4-11 

 

Hymn - Lo he comes with clouds descending 

 

During this hymn candles will be lit to remind us that Jesus comes as the Light 
of the World and that, at Baptism, Christians are sent out 'to shine as lights to 
the world, to the glory of God the Father'. 

 



 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 
Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light. 

Come, O Lord, comfort the soul of your servant. 
Even so, Lord, come. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, come 
at evening time, with light, 

and in the morning, with your glory, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

He who receives our prayers says: 
Surely I come quickly. 
I am the root and offspring of David, 
I am the bright and morning star. 
Amen.  
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

 

BLESSING 

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from before your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Advent Carol Service - Readings 

First Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-5 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

Second Lesson: John 3:16-21 

Jesus said, 16 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17 Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him. 18 Those who believe in 
him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. 19 And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all 
who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may 
not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it 
may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’ 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Third Lesson: Micah 4:1-4 
1  In days to come 
    the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
    and shall be raised up above the hills. 
Peoples shall stream to it, 
2     and many nations shall come and say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.’ 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
3 He shall judge between many peoples, 
    and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
    and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more; 
4 but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees, 
    and no one shall make them afraid; 
    for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 

Fourth Lesson: Luke 4:14-21 
14 Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in 
their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written: 
18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
        to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind, 
        to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The 
eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to 
them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 



 

 

Fifth Lesson: Malachi 3:1-4 
1  See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like 
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days 
of old and as in former years. 

Sixth Lesson: Mark 1:4-9 
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his 
sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by 
John in the Jordan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Seventh Lesson: Luke 1:39-49 
39  Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a 
loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes 
to me? 44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 
fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
46 And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Saviour, 48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his 
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for the 
Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

Eighth Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:4-11 
4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a 
thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the 
night or of darkness. 6 So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who 
are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, 
and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 
salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are 
awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another 
and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 


