
Advent Sunday: 29th November 2020 

‘Waiting?’ 

Advent is a time of preparation and waiting. The beginning of a time of expectation and 

excitement. Advent Sunday is the very beginning of this, the moment the magic begins! It 

might even be the moment you’ve been waiting for to put up decorations, or to begin to light 

advent candles, read advent books, eat advent chocolate… Yet this year it’s not necessarily 

what we are hoping for or expecting. 

Let’s be honest we have BEEN WAITING. We’ve been waiting for news of a returning 

normality, for the chance to meet with friends and family. For the joy of sharing time, space, 

and physical contact with those around us. We’ve been waiting for news of a retuning 

normality. But news of Tier 2 restrictions, of a five-day opportunity for mixing, when many of 

us will be working for three or more of those five days… The likely hood of further restrictions, 

the idea that our new normal might just be… normal. From this perspective advent doesn’t 

seem to be the beginning of a magical time but a reminder of the waiting we have been 

doing… We’ve been waiting and our capacity for expectation and excitement is low… 

Even our reading for this morning isn’t what we would expect or want! This passage comes in 

the middle of Mark’s Gospel, just as Jesus is at the height of his preaching and teaching. It’s a 

passage we might more expect near lent than advent. There is certainly little mention of the 

coming of baby Jesus… and a focus on the coming of a little apocalypse…  

I don’t know how you are all feeling but I’m tired. I’m tired of 2020. I’m tired of Lock Down. I’m 

tired of ever shifting rules and regulations. And it’s okay to be tired. This year has brought 

more change and more trauma than we could have predicted. Our lives have not turned out as 

we would have wanted and when there is no clear end in sight it’s natural to feel weary. To 

feel dispirited. I read this passage in preparation for this week and to begin with it didn’t make 

me any less tired. But then the words be ready and stay awake jumped out at me.  

This Gospel portion grounds Jesus’ ministry into the history, the mystery, and the majesty of 

the whole of scripture. Jesus’ repeated warnings to stay awake and be ready because we do 

not know when Jesus will return- when this coming in clouds will take place. Here Jesus 

grounds himself in the history because he references the old testament, he grounds himself in 

majesty because of who he declares himself to be- the son of man who will come with great 

power and glory. Finally, he grounds himself in mystery because as he himself said no one 

knows when these things will take place. 

The story we are invited to participate in this advent, the story we are preparing to tell again 

and again in our schools, on our Christmas cards, in our Carols… that story grounds Jesus in our 

history. God who would be man, to humble himself by being born human. It grounds Jesus in 

majesty, a King born under a shining star, visited by shepherds, angels and eventually by 



wisemen. And in mystery because the story remains so mysterious even in its simplicity. We 

need to be ready and watchful this advent so that don’t miss those moments of history 

occurring, of mystery outworking and of majesty touching earth. 

It’s okay that we are tired, disappointed, frustrated and anxious. But this advent we have the 

opportunity to embrace the waiting and expectation of the coming of Christ in new ways. For 

most of us this season will be less frantic and fraught than usual. Christmas shopping being 

less of a trial… Christmas visiting being perhaps done in new ways. There is likely to be just a 

little quieter, a little more time to reflect. If there is then I encourage try to embrace the 

waiting. Let’s build the sense of expectation of Jesus’ coming. Light a candle at home, if you 

have access to the internet use adventonline.faith to access the numerous advent reflections 

created by people across the world- music, art, poetry, and prose… there is enough there for 

us all to find something we would enjoy. Perhaps you would like to watch our Advent 

Reflections coming at 8.30pm on Wednesday evenings each week of advent led by myself and 

Rev Tonia. Or perhaps you can simply be more watchful, keeping an eye on the world in order 

to witness and encourage God’s work in our history and future, his mystery creating a sense of 

love and magic, and to witness his majesty touching earth. 

Let’s acknowledge that this year has been hard. But let’s look ahead to make sure we see all 

that God has in store for us: Let’s watch, let’s wait and let’s work to get ready for participating 

in Jesus’ birth story. Amen. 


