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Matthew 25:14-30 
New International Version - UK 

The parable of the bags of gold 

14 ‘Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who 

called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To 

one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to 

another one bag,[a] each according to his ability. Then he 

went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five 

bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and 

gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of 

gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received 

one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his 

master’s money. 

19 ‘After a long time the master of those servants returned 

and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had 

received five bags of gold brought the other five. “Master,” 

he said, “you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I 

have gained five more.” 

21 ‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will 

put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A14-30&version=NIVUK&interface=print#fen-NIVUK-24024a
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22 ‘The man with two bags of gold also came. “Master,” he 

said, “you entrusted me with two bags of gold: see, I have 

gained two more.” 

23 ‘His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful 

servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will 

put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!” 

24 ‘Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. 

“Master,” he said, “I knew that you are a hard man, 

harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where 

you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went 

out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what 

belongs to you.” 

26 ‘His master replied, “You wicked, lazy servant! So, you 

knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather 

where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should 

have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that 

when I returned, I would have received it back with 

interest. 

28 ‘“So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one 

who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has will be given more, 
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and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 

even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And 

throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

 

FAITH IS SPELT RISK 

Context – Jesus is telling stories about the Kingdom of 

God.  Some of them are easier to understand than others.  

This one would seem pretty straight forward.  Use 

whatever God gives you for his kingdom and he will 

reward you at the end of time. 

Its not quite that straight forward so let’s take a closer 

look. 

 

Firstly, we have to be careful with this parable of falling 

into the trap of reward-based Christianity.  E.g. if you live 

like this God will reward you and if you don’t, he will 

punish you.  That is not the gospel message.  The message 

of Jesus was grace and mercy.  He offers us free grace and 

mercy regardless of what we do for him.  That is the 

astonishing thing. 

However, for those who truly love Jesus they will have a 

desire to live a life of giving themselves and what God 

gives them for the building of Gods Kingdom.  This 
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parable is first and foremost about finance although many 

will claim it’s about our talents as this is what the word 

derives from.  It’s not wrong to think of it like that 

however in its original context a talent was money. 

The bottom line of this parable is it’s all about 

faithfulness.   

Are we faithful to the God who has given us so much|?  Do 

we use the amazing blessings we have from him to bless 

others or are we hiding those blessings deep 

underground and keeping them for ourselves scared that 

we will end up living in lack? 

I actually have been convinced this week that God is 

challenging many of us on how much we trust him.  

Especially when it comes to finance.   

This week the parish PCC took the brave step of saying 

yes to the purchase of St Eligius church.  It’s been 5 

difficult hard years to get it to this point.  We don’t have a 

blueprint of the future, we don’t have all the I’s dotted and 

t’s crossed but many believe this is Gods will for the 

parish and he has proved faithful in so many ways over 

the last 5 years that we have to have faith to believe that 

he will continue to do so.  

Faith is spelt RISK.   

If we never RISK, we will never see the Glory of God 

working in our lives.  We will be like the slave who buried 
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his talent.  We will never truly experience the elation that 

comes with knowing that you are n the centre of Gods 

will.   

There are so many people living in this present crisis in a 

place of lack of hope rather than faith.  I understand that 

and many of even the strongest most faithful Christians I 

suspect will have had a wobble this year.  However, for 

those of us who have walked with the Lord for any length 

of time we can cling onto the fact that he has been faithful 

in the past and he will continue to be faithful.  

Faith in Hebrews 11 is described like this  

Faith in action 

11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see.  

 It goes onto describe all those throughout history who 

have had to take great steps of faith in order to see Gods 

Kingdom come.  If we think we can do anything in our 

own strength that’s not putting faith in God, it’s putting 

faith in our own abilities.   

The amazing things about this parable is that those 

talents/ gold commentators suggest were supposed to be 

worth 10-15 years of a person wage.  Jesus wasn’t telling 

them this story and saying if you trust me with a £1, I will 

show you what only God can do.  No, it was huge amounts.   
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I have lost count of the number of testimonies I have 

heard about people giving to God more than they could 

afford and how God has blessed them in ways they could 

not imagine.  Not necessarily with finance but with offers 

of holidays which they could never have afforded or gifts 

which came out of the blue or bags of food and clothes.  

I’m not a prosperity teacher and I don’t like the prosperity 

preaching that goes on but I do think that we need to be 

willing to be obedient to what God is asking us to do with 

our gold.   

To take the RISK and see his faithfulness shine through 

and to be a witness to all those who don’t know the 

faithfulness of God in their lives.  

So, what is God asking you to RISK in order to allow him 

to show you his faithfulness.   

You can never ever outgive God.  I’ve tried it never has 

worked.  So, I want to challenge you today to prayerfully 

think about your gold and what God may be asking you to 

do with it.  Seek counsel if need be- I’m not sanctioning 

people being reckless but neither do I feel we shouldn’t be 

challenged in this area.   

If we don’t ever RISK, we need to ask what level of faith 

do we really have in the creator of the heavens and the 

earth?  
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If we don’t ever RISK what may we be missing out on that 

could help us to see Gods Kingdom being ushered in.  

If we don’t ever RISK are, we really living? Or maybe we 

just existing and living in our own little bubble of safety.  

T. S. Eliot. If you are not willing to risk the unusual, you 
will have to settle for the ordinary. ... 
 


