
Sunday 8 November 2020 - Remembrance Sunday 

Sermon Notes 

Introduction - Is fighting Covid-19 like a war? 

 Not really - if we think that we don't really understand about war 

 So, using World War 2 as an example, that lasted 6 years; we're not even 

through one year with Covid 

 There's a question of intention also: a virus is simply that, a virus, doing what 

viruses do. In war, an enemy is intent on our destruction and therefore 

malign by intent. 

 Also the issue of how a war brings evil so close to us and may undermine our 

sense of right and wrong - the example of a Spitfire pilot confronting his own 

inadequacy after pulling a dead child and dying woman from a blitzed house. 

Focus on Remembrance Day 

 Remarkable determination of people to mark VE75 in the middle of the earlier 

lockdown 

 Remarkable also that Remembrance Day is as important as ever 

 But what precisely are we doing? 

 Remembrance not the same as simply remembering; in fact most are now 

not old enough to remember WW2 

 Remembrance also carries an obligation - to recognise the memories passed 

down and to act in the present 

 The same idea when Jesus said at the Last Supper, "Do this in remembrance 

of me"; also a call through sharing Holy Communion to act in the present 

Today's Bible Reading (John 15:9-17 see below) 

 Also calls for a response 

 "Love one another as I have loved you" - this from Jesus, a man, Son of God, 

about to give his life for his friends and for us 

 Not a sentimental love, not a warm feeling, not a passive emotion, but an 

active imperative, not for ourselves but, like Jesus, for others 

 This love confronts injustice, responds to need, speaks out on behalf of the 

voiceless, comforts the sufferers and those who mourn 

 So here is the intersection between Jesus' teaching and example on the one 

hand and Remembrance Day on the other. 

Conclusion 

 Jesus said, "No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's 

friends" 

 Those we honour today gave substance to this saying: they loved country, 

comrades and families to the ultimate 

 So as we hold them in remembrance, we should not only remember them but 

act to make such sacrifice no longer necessary 
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John 15:9-17 

Jesus said, 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so 

that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, 

because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him 
in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 

 


