
Sunday 22 November 2020 - Christ the King 

Sermon Notes 

Christ the King 

 A festival to mark the end of the church's year, introduced by RC church in 

1925. 

 Kingship represents Power - the imposition of justice, often mitigated by 

mercy (a familiar tension in both OT and NT). In simple terms the stick and 

the carrot. 

Stick and carrot in Matthew ch 25 

 Note that ch 25 follows on from ch 24 - Jesus' description of the end times. 

 So ch 25 gives instructions to the disciples on how to live between the 

present time and the end (expected to arrive soon). 

 Three parables: bridesmaids, talents, sheep and goats. 

 All give examples of the difference between good and bad behaviour - with 

the carrot encouraging the good and the stick punishing the bad. 

 So the bridesmaids are encouraged to be alert, stay awake, be prepared. 

 The servants should use their God-given talents in his service, not to be so 

timid that they hide away from risk. 

 And the sheep and goats offer contrasting pictures of productive lives on one 

hand and wasted ones on the other (see below). 

Where does grace fit in? 

 Jesus is not teaching that good works 'buy' God's favour. 

 In the Baptism service candidates explicitly Turn to Christ, Repent of their 

sins, Renounce evil. Their sin is washed away in Baptism by God's freely-

given grace.  

 Forgiveness of sin is assured then and thereafter, not because of our merit, 

but because of God's great love, achieved in Jesus. 

 This should change our inclinations and behaviour. 

 Our attitude should be, and can hardly fail to be, one of gratitude. 

 Such gratitude will make us want to do the things that we know through the 

teaching of Jesus God wants us to do. 

A balance sheet of satisfaction and dissatisfaction 

 Divide a sheet of paper into two columns, headed 'Dissatisfaction' on the left 

and 'Satisfaction' on the right (See the end of these notes.) 

 List all the things you are unhappy about in the left-hand column - I've 

suggested a few items in the sermon but yours will certainly be different. 

 Then list all the good things in the right-hand column. (A reminder of the old 

chorus: Count your blessings, name them one by one, and it will surprise you 

what the Lord has done.) 

 Compare the two and see what the comparison tells you. 

 Have you included and highlighted Jesus in the satisfactions? - For Christians, 

Jesus outweighs (I originally said 'trumps') everything else. 



 

Sheep and Goats 

 The sheep instinctively did these good things because their attitude was 

aligned to God's wishes. 

 Their attitude was not one of obligation, but of gratitude. 

 The goats, it seems, were not grateful to God and therefore ignored the 

suffering they came across. 

 But note that both groups were perplexed when told that their kindness was 

or wasn't done to Christ himself through the sufferers. 

 Stick and carrot are irrelevant against this background. 

Concluding comments 

 This Sunday of Christ the King provides a bridge to Advent and the start of a 

new church year. 

 Advent looks forward not only to the first coming of Jesus at Christmas, but 

also to his second coming at the end of time. 

 These parables show us the attitudes that will best equip us for living 

'between the times' that is, now. 

 Gratitude not fear. 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, King of our hearts and lives, inspire us to serve you in serving our 

neighbours, as you served us and all humanity. Amen. 

JRE / 19.11.20 
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