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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

16 - 21 November 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

The NT readings for Morning Prayer continue their progress through Revelation; each day's thought is 

based mainly on the parts of the readings in bold type. There is a general note on Revelation after 

Saturday's Thought. 

MONDAY - Revelation 10:1-11 

1 And I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow 

over his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. 2 He held a little scroll open 

in his hand. Setting his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land, 3 he gave a great shout, 

like a lion roaring. And when he shouted, the seven thunders sounded. 4 And when the seven 

thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Seal up what 

the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.’ 5 Then the angel whom I saw standing on 

the sea and the land raised his right hand to heaven 6 and swore by him who lives for ever and ever,  

who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is in it: 

‘There will be no more delay, 7 but in the days when the seventh angel is to blow his trumpet, the 

mystery of God will be fulfilled, as he announced to his servants the prophets.’ 

8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, saying, ‘Go, take the scroll that is 

open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.’ 9 So I went to the 

angel and told him to give me the little scroll; and he said to me, ‘Take it, and eat; it will 

be bitter to your stomach, but sweet as honey in your mouth.’ 10 So I took the little scroll 

from the hand of the angel and ate it; it was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, 

my stomach was made bitter. 11 Then they said to me, ‘You must prophesy again about many 

peoples and nations and languages and kings.’ 

Thought for the day 

There can be no doubt that this 'mighty angel' is a powerful messenger from God; his attributes 

(cloud, rainbow, sun, pillars of fire) are all those of God himself (v1). He has authority over the 

thunders (another divine sign - v3) and over what John should record in his book (v4). In verse 9 

the angel refers to the prophets and orders John to re-enact one of the best-known prophetic 

visions: Ezekiel's eating of a heavenly scroll, 'as sweet as honey' (Ezekiel 2:9-3:3). Here also the 

scroll tastes sweet, because it is the word of God, but has a bitter effect, because the contents are 

so harsh (v9). How do we reconcile our desire to learn more about God with the discomfort we may 
feel when we hear messages we don't like?  

TUESDAY - Revelation 11:1-14 

1 Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, ‘Come and measure the temple of 

God and the altar and those who worship there, 2 but do not measure the court outside the temple; 

leave that out, for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample over the holy city for forty-

two months. 3 And I will grant my two witnesses authority to prophesy for one thousand two 

hundred and sixty days, wearing sackcloth.’ 

4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. 5 And 

if anyone wants to harm them, fire pours from their mouth and consumes their foes; anyone who 

wants to harm them must be killed in this manner. 6 They have authority to shut the sky, so that no 

rain may fall during the days of their prophesying, and they have authority over the waters to turn 

them into blood, and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as they desire. 



7 When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the bottomless pit will 

make war on them and conquer them and kill them, 8 and their dead bodies will lie in the street of 

the great city that is prophetically called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was 

crucified. 9 For three and a half days members of the peoples and tribes and languages and nations 

will gaze at their dead bodies and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb; 10 and the inhabitants of 

the earth will gloat over them and celebrate and exchange presents, because these two prophets 

had been a torment to the inhabitants of the earth. 

11 But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God entered them, and they 

stood on their feet, and those who saw them were terrified. 12 Then they heard a loud voice from 

heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here!’ And they went up to heaven in a cloud while their enemies 

watched them. 13 At that moment there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven 

thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God 

of heaven. 

14 The second woe has passed. The third woe is coming very soon. 

Thought for the day 

So the extravagant images continue to tumble helter-skelter over one another. And they are 

accompanied by number puzzles. Many of these are related to the number 7 which signifies 

completion. So 42 months (v2) and 1260 days (v3) are both 3½ years, half way to 7 - probably 

implying a staging post to the final point in God's plan. Similarly the two periods of 3½ days (v9 & 

11). But in the midst of this, the vision comes back down to earth, reminding John's readers that the 

death of Jesus (v8) led to his resurrection, the firstfruits (1 Corinthians 15:23) of those who will 

come after him (v11). Now the 7 day cycle is completed. Revelation, for all its complexity, is at 

heart a book of encouragement, not just for the first readers but for us also. 

WEDNESDAY - Revelation 11:15-19 

15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he 

will reign for ever and ever.’ 

16 Then the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshipped 

God, 17 singing, ‘We give you thanks, Lord God Almighty, who are and who were, for you have taken 

your great power and begun to reign. 18 The nations raged, but your wrath has come, and the time 

for judging the dead, for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints and all who fear your 

name, both small and great, and for destroying those who destroy the earth.’ 

19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple; 

and there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail. 

Thought for the day 

And so the seventh and final trumpet sounds, heralding the arrival of God's reign (v15) and we are 

briefly taken back to the heavenly throne room and the elders praising God (v16-17). It's clear that 

after the final reckoning, the faithful followers of Jesus will receive their reward (v18). Now would be 

a good time to reflect on the idea of a last judgement (not a popular element of Christian belief 

nowadays) and how this idea might affect our daily lives. 

THURSDAY - Revelation 12:1-18 

1 A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 

and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs, in 

the agony of giving birth. 3 Then another portent appeared in heaven: a great red dragon, with 

seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 4 His tail swept down a third of the 

stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman who was 

about to bear a child, so that he might devour her child as soon as it was born. 5 And she gave birth 

to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron. But her child was snatched 

away and taken to God and to his throne; 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a 

place prepared by God, so that there she can be nourished for one thousand two hundred and sixty 

days. 

7 And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The 

dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but they were defeated, and there was no longer any 

place for them in heaven. 9 The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who 



is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the 

earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 

10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, ‘Now have come the salvation and the power 

and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has 

been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. 11 But they have conquered 

him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they did not cling to life even 

in the face of death. 12 Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in them. But woe to the earth 

and the sea, for the devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows that his time is 

short.’ 

13 So when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the woman who 

had given birth to the male child. 14 But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, so 

that she could fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to her place where she is nourished for a 

time, and times, and half a time. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent poured water like a river after 

the woman, to sweep her away with the flood. 16 But the earth came to the help of the woman; it 

opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. 17 Then the 

dragon was angry with the woman, and went off to make war on the rest of her children, those who 

keep the commandments of God and hold the testimony of Jesus. 18 Then the dragon took his stand 

on the sand of the seashore. 

Thought for the day 

If anything the imagery becomes even more exotic and difficult to unpick precisely. But in the 

middle of today's passage we have the brief report of Michael and the angels overcome the Devil 

and his fallen angels (v7-9). This has often been a key element of Christian art and is a principal 

theme in Milton's epic, Paradise Lost. Here we find Satan taking over the ravaged earth and afflicting 

those who follow Jesus (v17). Even in our world Christians often feel under siege, sometimes 

aggressively so, as in countries where they are a religious minority, sometimes more passively, as in 

our own country. Let's pray today for our brothers and sisters under persecution. 

FRIDAY - Revelation 13:1-10 

1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads; and on its horns were 

ten diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous names. 2 And the beast that I saw was like a 

leopard, its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And the dragon gave it his 

power and his throne and great authority. 3 One of its heads seemed to have received a death-blow, 

but its mortal wound had been healed. In amazement the whole earth followed the beast. 4 They 

worshipped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshipped the beast, 

saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?’ 

5 The beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to 

exercise authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, 

blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also, it was allowed to 

make war on the saints and to conquer them. It was given authority over every tribe and people and 

language and nation, 8 and all the inhabitants of the earth will worship it, everyone whose name has 

not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was 

slaughtered. 9 Let anyone who has an ear listen: 10 If you are to be taken captive, into captivity you 

go; if you kill with the sword, with the sword you must be killed. Here is a call for the endurance 

and faith of the saints. 

Thought for the day 

Most scholars agree that the beast with ten horns and seven heads (v1) is the Roman Empire, which 

from time to time actively persecuted the Christian church (v7). John commends endurance as the 

key quality required of the saints (v10). If that still is a key characteristic of the make-up of 

Christians, perhaps we have something of real value to offer the world at this time of pandemic. 

SATURDAY - Revelation 13:11-18 

11 Then I saw another beast that rose out of the earth; it had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like 

a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and it makes the earth and 

its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound had been healed. 13 It performs great 

signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in the sight of all; 14 and by the signs that 



it is allowed to perform on behalf of the beast, it deceives the inhabitants of earth, telling them to 

make an image for the beast that had been wounded by the sword and yet lived; 15 and it was 

allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast could even speak 

and cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 16 Also it causes all, both 

small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand or the 

forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell who does not have the mark, that is, the name of the 

beast or the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let anyone with understanding calculate 

the number of the beast, for it is the number of a person. Its number is six hundred and sixty-
six. 

Thought for the day 

666 is probably the best known number in the whole book of Revelation (v18). Many ingenious 

explanations have been put forward to explain but the simplest is probably also the most 

persuasive: just as we saw that 7, repeated so often in the book, means complete (and in that 

sense often perfect also), so 6 is a number which always falls short of completion (and never 

achieves perfection). Three sixes rams the point home with finality. So this second beast (v11), 

acting on behalf of its Roman masters (v12,14) falls short, time and time again, of all respect for the 

people of God, cruelly punishing them for failing to submit to its idolatrous demands (v15). What are 

the things we see in our own world which might merit a 666 label? 

General comment on Revelation 

Many people find this book one of the most difficult to understand in the NT. Partly this is because it 

is in a genre of its own (though sharing some characteristics with parts of the OT book of Daniel), 

described as Apocalyptic which means 'relating to the end times'. It is a work of inspired imagination 

which, with its depictions of the ultimate victory of good over evil in the world and its visions of 

heaven, was written as an encouragement to Christian churches at a time of persecution. In spite of 

many attempts to conform subsequent human history to its stylised timescales, it is not a predictive 

prophecy of that literal kind. For anyone who might be interested in an overview of Revelation, I 

have a handout to a lecture which I could send you (j7r7e7@gmail.com). 
 
JRE / 9.10.20 

 
 


