
ADVENT 3 SERMON 
Advent &The Second Coming 

 
I have a question for you? What do you think Advent is all about? 
Most of you will answer that it is the coming of our Lord and Saviour. 
And you would be right. The Bible is full of prophecy about the 
coming of our Lord. Each year in the lead up to Christmas we include 
these prophecies in our scripture readings. In our Nine Lessons and 
Carols service next Sunday we will work our way through the Bible 
and its references to the coming of the Saviour. But this morning I 
want to move things on a bit. You see the Bible mentions two 
comings.  
 
The first advent or coming was the incarnation. God made flesh. This 
is what we celebrate each Christmas. Our Lord was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary and became man. This was the 
first advent, the first visitation. This was when God came to visit us 
in great humility. Born into an earthly home to ordinary folk. This 
was when the Mighty God became flesh and dwelt amongst us, the 
babe of Bethlehem, Emmanuel, God with us. The birth of the 
Saviour. The Christmas story. 
 
But the second visitation – the second coming, this has not yet 
happened. And we are told the second coming is very different both 
in purpose and in intent from the first coming. This visitation we are 
told will take place on the last day of existence as we know it. And 
on that day, Jesus Christ will come, and he will claim his inheritance. 
And that inheritance, is our world. It is the whole of creation – and 
us with it.  And on that day we are told, there will be a judgment.  
That great statement of faith, the Nicene Creed says, ‘on that day He 
will come to judge both the living and the dead.’ This is a direct 
reference to the Second Coming. 



Every Sunday we remind ourselves of this event when we say the 
Acclamation - ‘Christ has died, Christ is risen, ‘Christ will come 
again!’  
 
Jesus himself instructs us to prepare for the Second Coming. In the 
Parable of the Ten Virgins he compares the Christian life to five wise 
virgins and five foolish virgins and their preparations for meeting the 
bridegroom. All of the virgins went out to meet the bridegroom. But 
there was one difference. The wise virgins were prepared. Those 
who were unprepared missed out on the Great Banquet. Our Lord 
does not want us to miss out either - so make sure you prepare 
properly this Christmas. Do not allow the importance of Christmas 
to be lost in the busyness of things. Spend time in preparation for 
the coming of the Lord. I do this by finding a quiet time during the 
day. I also find a hymn book and listen to Christmas carols. So many 
of our hymns and Christmas carols tell of the two visitations so aptly. 
We all have different ways of spending time with the Lord but make 
sure this Christmas you do not forget the very meaning of why we 
celebrate Christmas. 
 
As I finish may I remind you this Christmas not only to remember the 
coming of Christ two thousand years ago, but to meditate on the 
second coming. There are not one visitations of our Lord to this earth 
but two, and we need to keep that in the forefront of our minds, as 
the early church did. We are told it will be strikingly different from 
the first coming. There will be no nativity scene. This time rather 
than coming in great humility we are told that he will come in 
glorious majesty.  This time, he will come, not as a babe in arms, but 
as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. And when he does come, and he 
will come, he will come and claim his own. That is indeed something 
to get excited about – that our salvation is assured in Christ. So be 
prepared and rejoice this Christmas in all that God has done. 
 



Let me leave the final words to the prophet Isaiah who refers to first 
and second coming of Christ. 
 
‘Say to the anxious, be strong fear not, your God is coming with 
judgment to save you. The ransomed of the Lord shall return with 
singing, with everlasting joy upon their heads. Joy and gladness shall 
be theirs, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.’ (Isaiah 35:10) 
 


