
Prayers for 20th December 2020 

God of all hope and joy, open our hearts in welcome, that when your son Jesus Christ 

comes we may be ready to receive him. Lord, as we get ready for a Christmas that may be 

difficult for many of us, help us to make time in all our preparations for quiet prayer and 

contemplation, so that we may reflect upon the wonder of your love - a love that led to 

the coming to earth of our Saviour as a tiny child. Help us to let the familiar story of the 

Saviour’s birth enter our hearts and minds anew, so our joy at this Christmas time may be 

deeper and our worship more real. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We pray for the church throughout the world, the great family of which we are a part. 

Support our ministry team and all Christians ministers at this Christmas time as they share 

your good news in different types of Christmas services and in the challenging 

circumstances of a global pandemic. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We pray for our world and for its leaders, as governments around the world tackle the 

devastating effects of Covid 19. We give thanks for the hope given by the roll-out of the 

new vaccines. We pray that all the many issues facing our country in its changing 

relationship with the European Union may be resolved in a just and peaceful way.  Lord in 

your mercy, hear our prayer 

 Lord, you came into the world and lived in a human family, so you know the ups and 

downs of normal family life. We pray for our own families and especially for children who 

have had a very different experience at school this term and for those whose schooling 

may have been disrupted several times. May all children and staff return refreshed after 

the holidays to the challenges of a new year. We pray for all who are separated from those 

whom they love this Christmas and for all who are alone. We give thanks for Crisis at 

Christmas and other organisations across the country which work so hard to ensure that 

the homeless and those in need  are supported over Christmas.  Lord in your mercy, hear 

our prayer 

Lord, we pray for those in our parish who are suffering in mind, body or spirit. We pray for 

those known to us and all people on our news sheet. We remember all those who are 

hurting and we ask that your tender mercy would reach them and fill their lives with your 

peace and healing grace. We pray for those who will miss family time this Christmas 

because they are looking after others - for all doctors, nurses and health professionals and 

also for those who work in care homes and give care to people in their own homes. We 

remember all those who have recently died. We pray for all of those bereaved, that they 

would find comfort in their sorrow.  Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We offer you these prayers, Lord, trusting in your might alone and in the knowledge that 

nothing can separate us from your unfailing love. Merciful Father, accept these prayers for 

the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen   


