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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the days leading up to Christmas we are reading some of the Biblical background to Luke's 

familiar account of the birth of Jesus. So far we have looked at some of the prophecies of Isaiah and 

the first part of Luke chapter 1. This week we reach the end of this chapter and turn briefly to 

Matthew chapter 1, with its very different emphasis, before spending Christmas Day and Boxing Day 

at Bethlehem. As usual the Thoughts will be based principally on the text in bold type. 

MONDAY - Luke 1:57-66 

 57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbours and relatives 

heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah 

after his father. 60 But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ 61 They said to her, ‘None of 

your relatives has this name.’ 62 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he 

wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them 

were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, 

praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were talked about 

throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and said, 

‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Thought for the day 

Elizabeth, who has played such an important role in Mary's story, gets short shrift from her relatives 

over the naming of her own son (v61-62). But Zechariah supports her and John receives the right, 

God-given name (v63). Zechariah's voice returns, as the angel had said it would (v20). Fear, in the 

sense of anxiety about something clearly important but dimly understood, and wondering about the 

baby's future assails the family's neighbours (v65-66). And we leave John for the time being with 

Luke telling us that God's hand was with him. What might that have been like as John grew up? In 
what ways do we experience God's hand with us?  

TUESDAY - Luke 1:67-80

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 

68 ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

    for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty saviour for us 

    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 

    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

    to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 

    before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 



77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 

    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

    to guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 

80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 

appeared publicly to Israel. 

Thought for the day 

Not only did Zechariah's voice return but he used it to praise God and to provide a prophetic 

utterance about the future of John and Jesus. But the first section of his song of praise (v68-75) is, 

like the Magnificat, deeply rooted in OT sentiment and language. The description of his son as 'the 

prophet of the Most High' (v76) reminds us that Jesus will be called 'Son of the Most High' (v32) and 

that John will be the one who prepares the way for him. And so the scene will be set for Jesus to 

bring light and peace into the world (v79). With his destiny certain, we hear no more of John until 

the Gospels repeat the fulfilment of Zechariah's prophecy as Jesus own ministry starts (v80). 

WEDNESDAY - Matthew 1:1-17 

1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 

his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of 

Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the 

father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by 

Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the 

father of King David. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of 

Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the 

father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 9 and 

Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 and 

Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 

Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to 

Babylon. 

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the 

father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and 

Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and 

Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus 

was born, who is called the Messiah. 

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the 

deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the 

Messiah, fourteen generations. 

Thought for the day 

Very rarely are the first 17 verses of Matthew's Gospel actually read. But genealogies are important 

throughout the Bible and this one locates Jesus as a descendent of both Abraham, the father of the 

Jewish nation, and David, its pre-eminent king (v1). It is also unusual in mentioning four mothers 

(in the highlighted verses) all of whom had, to say the least, interesting histories of their own 

(Tamar in Genesis 39; Rahab in Joshua 2; Ruth throughout the book named after her; Bathsheba in 

2 Samuel 11-12). Their relevance for Matthew probably lies in their status as outsiders, used by God 

to sustain Israel's history. The division of the genealogy into three lists, as well as being neat, is also 

significant with the separations at the zenith of David's reign and the nadir of the exile into Babylon 

suggesting a further pivotal moment at the end, ushering in an even greater event with the 

appearance of Jesus. Not a bad harvest from an apparently barren passage! 

 



THURSDAY - Matthew 1:18-25 

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from 

their sins.’ 22 All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which 

means, ‘God is with us.’ 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had borne 

a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Thought for the day 

Matthew is only too well aware that Joseph, though the husband of Mary (v16), was not the father 

of Jesus (v18&25). But Jesus receives his ancestry from David through Joseph. Although we might 

quibble with the underlying assumptions, the result is that Matthew tells the birth story from 

Joseph's perspective, not Mary's, unlike Luke. Joseph is the one who is reassured by an angel (v20), 

not Mary. Accordingly Matthew's reference to the birth is little more than a recognition that it did 

happen (v25) - just five words. If we had only Matthew's account, how might that impact on our 

own understanding of Christmas, let alone on the content of almost every nativity play there ever 

was? 

FRIDAY - Luke 2:1-7 

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to 

their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 

David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn.

Thought for the day 

Even Luke's account, shorn of the embellishments we now consider essential (what - no donkey? 

how about the innkeeper's moment of glory? aren't the animals even mentioned?) is brief enough. 

Maybe if you have a moment today you might like to read and re-read verses 6 to 8, and let God, 

through the Holy Spirit, point out something in those few words which might have special meaning 

for you now, in these straightened times. 

SATURDAY - Luke 2:8-20 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 

and lying in a manger.’ 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 

praising God and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favours.’ 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 

go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.’ 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words 

and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 



Thought for the day 

The account of the angels and the shepherds is familiar enough, but its radical nature often escapes 

us by its familiarity. Mary and Joseph weren't really on the bottom tier of society - they just looked 

as though they were, living temporarily in the squalor of a stable. But the shepherds were - living on 

the outskirts, in the wilds, with the animals permanently. So why did they, and they alone, get 

God's messengers calling on them? Everything about this story seems ludicrous, but then much 

about Jesus was ludicrous in the world's eyes, not least the scandal of the cross. Some sense of all 

this seems to have struck Mary as she 'treasured' her memories and 'pondered them' (v19). What 

was God telling her through her experiences? What is God telling us through Mary's story? 
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