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1. Welcome & Prayers 

Rev Julian McAllen welcomed the 29 attendees whose participation was recorded on Zoom (as well as 3 

other clergy) and opened the meeting with prayers. He explained the Zoom etiquette, to mute unless 

wishing to speak, to raise a hand if wish to speak and that Rev Gemma would help him identify such 

people. Voting would also be by show of hands.  

He also explained that this meeting and the APCM have been delayed till now as initially electronic 

meetings and the decisions taken at them were not legal. However, because of the pandemic, the Bishop 

has signed an instrument to make them legal for 2020. Information Packs containing papers for the 

meetings were emailed to Electoral Roll members and put on the website on 22 Oct.  Some hard copies 

were also available. 
 

2. Apologies 

Apologies received from Susan Meikle, Gerald Cockroft, Cynthia Cockroft. 
  

3. Explanation of Vestry Meeting 

Rev Julian explained that this first meeting was for the election of Churchwardens.  All those on the 

Church Electoral Roll and anyone on the civil electoral roll because of residence in the parish were 

entitled to vote.  
 

4. Agreement of Minutes of 2019 Vestry Meeting 

Rev Julian referred to the minutes of the 2019 Vestry Meeting which were in the Information Pack. It is 

not our practice to read them out. Marjorie Stalker proposed and Maurice Driver seconded that they 

should be accepted as a true record.  This was unanimously agreed and to be signed later. 
 

5. Election of 6 Churchwardens, two for each worship centre 

Rev Julian advised that the notices about the election had been in the three worship centres for the 

required period.  The elected churchwardens, two for each worship centre, would have responsibility for 

the whole parish; they would be ex officio members of the PCC and Charity Trustees.  He referred to the 

extensive list in the ‘Duties & Responsibilities of churchwardens’ document.   

Nominations had to be in writing before the meeting and he was pleased to announce that he had 

received six such nominations: 

 

For St James’ -  

Joy Scovell, proposed by Robert Alder and seconded by Carolyn Fox; 

Robert Alder, proposed by Carolyn Fox and seconded by Julia Arscott; 
 

For St Mary & St John’s -  

Marjorie Stalker, proposed by Paula Vicary and seconded by Lucia Golding; 

Ashlyn Webster, proposed by Marjorie Stalker and seconded by Paula Vicary; 
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For St Eligius 

Lucia Golding, proposed by Paul Marsden and seconded by Sue Holmes; 

Paul Marsden, proposed by Lucia Golding and seconded by Sue Holmes. 

 

Under the Churchwardens Measure 2001, churchwardens may be re-elected up to a maximum of six 

consecutive years served, unless the Vestry Meeting vote otherwise. The secretary proposed that in the 

circumstances of a pandemic and a vacancy, the Vestry Meeting should agree to extend the period for 

Marjorie who has already served for six consecutive years.  The meeting voted its agreement. 
 

Rev Julian therefore declared these six people duly elected.  They will take their places on the PCC 

immediately. However, Joanne Myall will remain as churchwarden till the new churchwardens are 

officially admitted to office by the Area Dean on behalf of the Archdeacon. 
 

6. Thanks. 

Rev Julian expressed thanks to the churchwardens (Marjorie and Ashlyn, Lucia and Paul, Joanne and 

Robert) for their hard work over the past challenging year, particularly to Joanne who was now standing 

down but remaining involved with PCC. Martin Hembra remained as a deputy churchwarden at St 

James’ and Ed Sampson as a Churchwarden Emeritus at St James’.   

 

As there were no questions, Rev Julian declared this Vestry Meeting closed. 

 

 

Approval 
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