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PLEASE REPLY TO:  Secretary      Carolyn Fox 

19 Gorse Ride North 
Finchampstead 

Berkshire 
RG40 4ES 

Tel: 0118 973 2262 
carolynfox@aol.com 

Minutes of the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
held virtually on Zoom on Thursday 29 October 2020, after the Annual Vestry Meeting at 7.30pm. 

 
1. PRESENT 

29 parishioners, whose names are on the Church Electoral Roll, were present on Zoom and 4 clergy were also 
present.  The meeting was chaired by Rev Julian McAllen. 
 

2. APOLOGIES 
The secretary read out the list of apologies. 
 

Rev Julian explained that this was the second of two meetings, the other being the Vestry Meeting.  At this Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting, only those on the recently revised Church Electoral Roll are eligible to vote. Papers for the 
meeting were in the Information Pack circulated in advance of the meeting. The meeting has been delayed until the 
Bishop signed an Instrument to make online meetings and the decisions taken in them legal.  
 

3. AMENDMENT TO AGENDA 
Carolyn Fox, secretary, advised that, because of Joy Scovell’s election as churchwarden, the item For Decision 2 
needed to change to ‘Election of eight (8) representatives to the Parochial Church Council, five (5) whose term has 
come to an end plus three (3) to fill vacancies’. 

 
4. FOR AGREEMENT OR ACCEPTANCE 

 

1 Approval of Minutes of 2019 Annual Parochial Church Meeting of 29 April 2019  
There being no amendments, they were proposed by Robert Alder, seconded by Bev Mitchell-Wright, agreed 
unanimously and for signing later by the chairman as a true record. 
 

2 Annual Report and Financial Statement of the PCC for the 12 months to 31 December 2019 
Rev Julian advised that the accounts were for the 12 months to 31 December 2019 but also corrected anomalies from 
the previous year’s accounts which were unresolved at the last APCM.  He invited questions to Robert Alder, acting 
treasurer, on the Financial Review and figures or to Carolyn Fox who wrote the Annual Report and review of the PCC 
activities. In the absence of questions, acceptance of the Annual Report and financial statements was proposed by Jo 
Myall, seconded by Maurice Driver and agreed unanimously. 
 

Maurice Driver expressed appreciation of the work by Robert Alder and others to complete these records.  Rev Julian 
thanked Colum for his work as treasurer through 2019, Robert who has taken over as acting treasurer in early 2020, 
the ‘treasury team’ as well as the other members of the Finance & Stewardship Committee for their hard work during 
the year. He also thanked Robert and Carolyn for their liaison with the new examiner on our behalf.  
 

3 Report on the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments of the Parish Church 
Rev Julian thanked the Churchwardens for their work in being responsible for the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments, for 
checking the inventory and for preparing the report. It has been a challenging year. It was proposed (Sarah Owen), 
seconded (Bev Mitchell-Wright) and unanimously approved that the report be accepted.  
 

Rev Julian thanked all the volunteers who help look after our estate and property - the Tuesday Working Party for DIY 
work around the church and Manor House, the Gardening Club for their work in the Churchyard and around St 
James’, the cleaners, tidiers, flower arrangers and those who laundered the linen at all three churches; those who set 
up the School hall, Parish Centre and Church Centre for worship when allowed; especially he thanked all those 
involved in keeping our buildings Covid-safe and secure. 
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4 Report on the Proceedings of the Deanery Synod 
Carolyn Fox was thanked for preparing the report and for producing a report of each Synod meeting for the PCC. The 
other Deanery Synod representatives were also thanked (Nicky Alder, Martin Hughes, James Lawbuary and Richard 
Owen. as our elected representatives to this APCM and Sharon White who served till early 2020).  There were no 
questions on the report. It was proposed (Martin Hughes), seconded (Judy McLaren) and unanimously approved that 
the Deanery Synod report be accepted.  
 

5 Report on the Electoral Roll for this APCM 
Nicky Alder was thanked for her work as Electoral Roll Officer and for revising the Roll; (The next completely new 
Electoral Roll will be in 2025.) She was also thanked for preparing the report for this meeting and for each PCC 
meeting.  Those who provide assistance with names from St Mary & St John’s and St Eligius’ were also thanked. 
More names may be added after the APCM. The present Roll has 398 members.  It was proposed (David Booth), 
seconded (Corinne Bellaby) and unanimously approved that the revised Electoral Roll be accepted. 
    
6 Report from the PCC Committees & Church Groups 
Rev Julian explained that the reports from the Committees and Church Groups who do the practical work of the PCC 
are usually displayed around the hall.  In view of the unusual circumstances of the pandemic and the fact that 2019 is 
now so long ago, the secretary did not request reports Those received unbidden are in the pack.  Rev Julian thanked 
everyone involved with the Committees and Groups for the important part they play in the life of our church 
community.   

 

5. FOR DECISION 
 

Time to move from looking back at what achieved to looking forward to the things to be done and the people who will 
do them. 
 

1. Deanery Synod elections for the new period to 30 June 2023. (Entitlement of 7 reps based on the 
Electoral Roll numbers at the time of seeking nominations, now in fact 6 reps based on 398 on Electoral Roll) 
Only four nominations hade been received (Nicky Alder, Carolyn Fox, Martin Hughes and Jo Myall.) so Rev Julian 
declared them automatically elected. He asked anyone interested in representing the parish on Deanery Synod to 
contact Carolyn, PCC secretary. 
 

2. Election of Five Representatives to the Parochial Church Council for 3 years plus three to take the 
place of Joy Scovell, just elected as churchwarden, and Larry Le Var and Gill Myall who wished to stand 
down – Total 8 
Rev Julian referred to the documents at the back of the Information Pack that set out the profile of a PCC member, 
the responsibilities of a Charity Trustee and the constitution of the PCC, together with a list of the present elected 
members of PCC. The five elected to APCM 2020 (Thelma Campbell, Colum Devine, Maurice Driver, Kate Meads 
and Karen Remmington) have come to the end of their term and, of them, Colum Devine does not wish to stand for 
re-election. In addition, two elected places to APCM 2021 are now vacant because of Joy Scovell’s election as 
churchwarden and Larry Le Var’s wish to stand down.  Also, one elected place to 2022 is now vacant because of Gill 
Myall’s wish to stand down.  
There were 8 nominations but the secretary advised that one of these was not yet on the Electoral Roll so only 7 valid 
nominations.  Rev Julian therefore declared the 7 named people elected: namely, Jeremy Allcock, Thelma Campbell, 
Maurice Driver, Chris Ilsley, Kate Meads, Richard Owen and Karen Remmington.  By drawing papers from a bowl, it 
was decided by lot that Jeremy Allcock would fill one of the vacancies to APCM 2021; Thelma Campbell would fill the 
vacancy to 2022. The other five were elected to APCM 2023.   
Rev Julian thanked all those who had served on the PCC and Standing Committee and also those who had served 
the church on committees or in other capacities. Particular thanks to Larry Le Var and Gill Myall for their many years 
of service.  

Rev Julian then asked the newly constituted PCC to agree by a show of hands that the current Standing Committee 
should remain in office until the next PCC meeting on 9 November 2020.  This was agreed.  
 

3. Appointment of Sidespeople 
Rev Julian advised that, under the new Church Representation Rules 2020, sidespeople are no longer appointed by 
the APCM but by the PCC. However, it was a good time to thank those who serve in this important capacity. A list of 
current sidespeople is in the pack.  He expressed thanks and suggested that anyone wishing to serve in this way 
should contact a churchwarden. 
 

4. Appointment of an Auditor / Examiner 
Robert Alder, acting treasurer, explained that the previous APCM re-appointed Keith Mackenzie as examiner.  
However, in early 2020 the PCC felt that more assistance was needed with presenting the accounts in view of the 
difficulties in 2018 and the fact that he (Robert) was taking over as acting treasurer as well as fulfilling the role of 
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churchwarden. PCC therefore appointed Paul Laird of Azets to be examiner and his firm to help present the accounts. 
Paul has been very supportive and is willing to be re-appointed. Robert proposed the appointment, Carolyn Fox 
seconded and his appointment was unanimously approved. Carolyn confirmed that she has written as PCC Secretary 
and spoken to Keith MacKenzie to thank him for his freely given assistance over several years. 
 

6. FOR INFORMATION 
 

a) Ministry Report written by Can Julie Ramsbottom before her retirement in June 2020 
Rev Julian read out Canon Julie’s report, written in June.  He expanded about how the laity and Ministry Team have 
responded to the Covid 19 pandemic: online services are continuing; since August, there have been in church 
services with a booking system to control numbers; clergy and youth workers have continued to give school support, 
as well as to Contrast Youth and Fledgelings; pastoral care has been re-vamped, with the church database divided 
between a group of people for regular telephone contact as well as linking volunteers with the elderly or vulnerable 
who needed help. He expressed gratitude to the many volunteers who have helped in these most challenging times. 

b) The process and progress towards finding a new Rector 
Over the summer, a small team, elected by the PCC, has put together and finalised a Parish Profile; the vacancy is 
about to be advertised with a closing date for applications of 7 December and interviews in mid January. 

c) Marking Canon Julie’s retirement; because of restrictions this was very difficult and not at all what we 
would have wanted.  Rev Julian advised he has been in touch with her and it has not been an easy start to retirement. 
We will arrange a proper parish goodbye when circumstances allow. 
 

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (questions about the parish and its activities) 
None. 
 

8. Conclusion 
There being no further business, Rev Julian closed the meeting with the Grace at 8.25pm. He was congratulated on 
the birth of his daughter that morning and the fact that he had conducted the meeting so well on very little sleep. 
 

Approval 
 
 
 

  


