
Readings and Prayers for  
25 July 2021:  
St James' Day 

Acts 11:27-12:2 
Persecution of the first Christians includes the 
martyrdom of James. 
27 At that time prophets came down from 
Jerusalem to Antioch. 28One of them named 
Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that 
there would be a severe famine over all the 
world; and this took place during the reign of 
Claudius. 29The disciples determined that 
according to their ability, each would send relief 
to the believers living in Judea; 30this they did, 
sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 
1About that time King Herod laid violent hands 
upon some who belonged to the church. 2He had 
James, the brother of John, killed with the sword.  

Psalm 126 
1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 
we were like those who dream.  
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and 
our tongue with shouts of joy; then it was said 
among the nations, “The Lord has done great 
things for them.”  
3The Lord has done great things for us, and we 
rejoiced.  
4Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the 
watercourses in the Negeb.  
5May those who sow in tears reap with shouts 
of joy.  
6Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed 
for sowing, shall come home with shouts of joy, 
carrying their sheaves.  

Galatians 5:16-26 
Paul writes about the difference it makes if we 
have the Holy Spirit in our lives.  

16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the 
desires of the flesh. 17For what the flesh desires is 
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires 
is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to 
each other, to prevent you from doing what you 
want. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are 
not subject to the law. 19Now the works of the 
flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, 
licentiousness, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, 
21envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like 
these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: 
those who do such things will not inherit the 
kingdom of God. 22By contrast, the fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against such things. 24And 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires. 25If we live 
by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 
26Let us not become conceited, competing against 
one another, envying one another. 

Mark 10:35-45 
Jesus uses a request from his disciples, James 
and John, to identify the priorities for his 
followers. 
35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came 
forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 
36And he said to them, “What is it you want me 
to do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant 
us to sit, one at your right hand and one at 
your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to 
them, “You do not know what you are asking. 
Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized 
with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then 
Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you 
will drink; and with the baptism with which I 
am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit 
at my right hand or at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been 
prepared.”  
41When the ten heard this, they began to be 
angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called 
them and said to them, “You know that among 
the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones 
are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among 
you; but whoever wishes to become great 
among you must be your servant, 44and 
whoever wishes to be first among you must be 
slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve, and to give his life a 
ransom for many.”  

 

Collect 
Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, 
leaving his father and all that he had, was 
obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ 
and followed him even to death: help us, 
forsaking the false attractions of the world, to 
be ready at all times to answer your call 
without delay; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord. 
 

Post Communion 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us 
faithful to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, 
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and 
one in joy and simplicity of heart, in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


